AT .

AL e S e s

R N g =

:.-
L]

[ @he Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali
2000

— .
Clinton's Day in Dhak

ADLY, it was President Clinton's day only In
SDhaka. With the cancellation of his trip to the
National Monument and to the village of Joypura on
yet unexplained security reasons, the first ever US
President to visit Bangladesh saw nothing of our
beautiful countryside but only parts of the city,

[Dhaka, Tuesday, March 21,

which sadly were not its authentic ones. The lush
green paddy fields of rural Bangladesh brimming
with a bumper crop would have given the US Presi-

dent a far better personal appreciation of both the
beauty and the struggle of our people in moving this
highly populous but industrially disadvantaged
country forward. If he had had a glimpse of rural
Bangladesh, he would have understood better the
true nature of our strug%le. the enormous chal-
lenges that we face and why the US should extend
far greater economic co-operation and assistance to
us than It so far has.

The rest of the trip went as planned and produced
the results that were expected. The USS 97 million
food assistance and the USS50 million fund for
clean energy from which we are to receive the first
chunk are extremely welcome news. We would have
preferred something more concrete on the debt relief
issue. On the very vital question of increasing
Bangladesh's trade with the US, the President
remained disappointingly silent. Our request for
increased quota in the US market for our readymade
garment export remained unanswered, so did the
question of free access of our other exports to the
world's biggest economy. In a separate meeting with
our business leaders the US secretary of commerce
made no secret of his interpretation of President
Clinton's visit which was to increase US business in
Bangladesh. While we understand his point of view
yet his total unconcern for our economic and busi-
ness interest no doubt disappointed the captains of
our commerce and industry. President Clinton
termed his visit as "only the beginning of a stronger
partnership.” We would like to underscore here that
for us stronger "partnership” can and must only
mean stronger economic ties, which in its turn must
mean helping Bangladesh industrialise and expand
its export market.

We want to commend our Prime Minister for
clearly spelling out her government's gas export pol-
icy before the US President, which is to export power
not gas — based on our natural gas, and that also
after ensuring 50 years of reserve for our future gen-
eration. We note with satisfaction the tribute paid by
President Clinton to our democracy. It is our hope
that through this visit the United States and the
West will have a better appreciation of our country
and its freedom loving people. We thank President
Clinton for visiting us, and hope that he will contin-
ue to be a friend of Bangladesh as he has been.

Water Vision

IT is a pity that in an age when the scientists con-
template inter-galactic space missions and human
colonies on other planets in the solar system, one bil-
lion people, one-sixth of the world population,
do not even have access to safe drinking water and
two billion strive without water for safe sanitation.
Put in another perspective, a huge chunk of world
populace remains extremely susceptible to a wide
array of water-borne ailments, while researchers
dedicate themselves to inventing cure for deadly dis-

eases like cancer and AIDS. The ongoing second
World Water Forum and Ministerial Conference in the
Netherlands has drawn global attention to an issue
that for long evinced a peripheral interest. Adoption
of the 180 million US dollar World Water Vision actu-
ally bears a testimony to the fact that the interna-
tional community has so far not had any thought on
an orchestrated effort to first address and then re-
solve the crisis. Encouragingly, it also heralds the
beginning of an era of renewed consciousness about
water.

Water crisis is indeed multi-dimensional in nature,
demanding resolution at economic, environmental
and political levels. As well as being diverse, its vari-
ous aspects are interlaced. Any area-specific econo-
my and environment-friendly water development and
protection projects ought to be on a firm political
footing, on domestic, regional and international
fronts, lest they should give rise to any dispute.
Farakka Barrage is a case in point. At the same time,
according to some scientists, smothered flow may
have given rise to an environmental disaster in the
shape of arsenic contamination of ground aquifers in
the Ganges basin.

So, as the World Water Vision envisages, the coun-
tries of the world should in a concert formulate an
international water policy so that the deprived mil-
lions can have access to safe drinking water and meet
their sanitation water needs. To that direction, the
lingering water disputes across the globe need to be
addressed and redressed. Every citizen of the world
has the right to safe water. We are sure that, inspired
by the World Water Forum, the government would
step up efforts to ensure safe drinking water for the
citizenry. Let us hope its renewed vigour in this
regard would lead to the end of the arsenic night-
mare.

For Stability in Nepal

GlRldA Prasad Koirala has become Népal's Prime
Minister for the third time. He was also elected
the parliamentary party leader of the ruling Nepali
Congress (NC) on Saturday.® Earlier on Thursday
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, the founder leader of the
oldest political party in Nepal, was forced to resign as
Prime Minister after 69 out of 113 NC lawmakers
successfully moved a no-trust motion against him
within the parliamentary party. This was the first
time the NC tradition of choosing a parliamentary
leader unanimously was broken. The NC has 113
lawmakers in the 205-seat House of Representatives,
‘the Lower House of Parliament. However, if past
events are any guide, then Koirala may find his con-
tinuation in office less easler than being elected to
-the position. The rift in the party simmering as it is,
he is potentially on a rather precarious perch.

Since the Nepalese democratic movement in 1990,
inner conflicts have seen too many prime ministers
riding to power and then toppled in too short a time.
And this has set an unhealthy trend hindering eco-
nomic prosperity and democratic flourishment of this
small South Asian nation. The Nepali congress
should bear in mind the fact that they have lost
power due to inner-party politicking a few times over
only to draw the right message from it.

As our neighbour, a close ally, as well as a mem-
ber-state of the SAARC, we would like Nepal to settle
down to an era of stability. The leaders in Kathmandu
must put aside their factious battles and work for the
collective well-being of the masses.
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FTER years of bickerings
the country's two main

olitical parties, the
ruling Awaml League and the
opposition Bangladesh

Nationalists Party, are now
setting their eye on the general
election — due early next year.
The Prime Minister who is also
the president of Awami League
instructed her partymen to
revitalise the organisation and
work In thelr constituencies,
The leader of the opposition as
well as the BNP chairperson
also asked her party workers to
intensify an ‘oust the
government' campaign and at
the same time prepare
themselves for the next general
election. While the brawl be-
tween the two will continue to
rage Inconclusively elsewhere
the real battle is to be fought on
the electoral turf. Obviously
both will now earnestly get
ready for the crucial test of
strength and popularity next
year — one to retain its hard-
earned power and another to re-
capture it.

In any democratic polity the
election Is a Kind of festival
which affords its people to ex-
ercise their democratic right in
choosing men to govern them.
In the past there had been visi-
ble spontaneity in our people's
participation in its process. The
general election of 1996 was not
only sharply contested, there
was record Increase in the
number of voters who cast their
votes — two big Indicators of a
vibrant democracy. Even |If the
air is abuzz with the specula-
tions about an impending elec-
tion, those spirits among the
people seem to be substantially
dampened. After their un-
savoury experience of a decade
of democratic experimentation
and what it has produced the
election does not any more en-
thuse them. There is a growing
cynicism at least among the
concerned segment of the soci-
ety as to the usefulness of the
process unless the pitch and
pattern of our politics, domi-
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FTER weeks of
A's_lpeculatlon, the White
ouse confirmed in a

cryptic announcement that US
President Bill Clinton would
visit Pakistan during his South
Asia tour in the second half of
March.

Normally it would not make
a difference but to be shut out
during his South Asian tour in
the present international secu-
rity environment in the face of
massive Indian propaganda
blitz would have been a disaster
of the greatest magnitude. The
stmnﬁ Indian lobby went to
great lengths to have the visit
cancelled, their failure made it
so much more pleasurable for
Pakistanis. That it signifies

“legitimacy” of the present 50\#- '
by

erndance mode was claimé

the Chief Executive (CE) and de-
nied by the US President him-
self. That the visit does convey
legitimacy of sorts is undeni-
able but that the visit was not
meant to do so is also undeni-
able.

To understand the complex-
ity of US-Pakistan relations,
one has to go over not only the
past history but the present sit-
uation and what is to be ex-
pected in the future. Only then
we can answer the question as
to how both the US President
and the Pakistani CE could be
both right and wrong at the
same time.

Whenever we examine the re-
lationship between two States,
we have to accept that different
factors govern that relation-
ship. The US has a right to pur-
sue its national interests and
objectives irrespective of Pak-
istan's position on these, at the
same time and by the same to-
ken, so has Pakistan. Then
there are issues in which aspi-
rations of both the States coin-
cide. Most problems arise when
the relationship is complicated
by the dynamics of a relation-
sgip of the other State with a
third State. US strategic goals
and long-term interests in the
world are clearly enunciated
and as much as US detractors in
Pakistan would like us to be-
lieve, are not Pakistan-specific.

Similarly Pakistan's inter-
ests and objectives are not US-
specific as the anti-Pakistan
lobby in the US and the world
would like everyone to believe.
Where Pakistan has a problem
with the US and has been hav-

s

The leaders may find it expedient to take refuge in the past but the people are interested t:n the
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former's will and ability to deliver on the issues affecting them now. How to make them

accountable and responsive to the people and their need is a question t
rethinking and innovation. After all, politics is for the people and t

nated by the cnuntlar's two top
politiclans are drastically
changed. At the moment, any
future election almost invari-
ably conjures up the spectacle of
another spell of wasteful time
marked by political deadlock,
dtysfunctlunal parliament,
street confrontations and ven-
omous exchange of denuncia-
tor)é diatribes.

ecause, In the coming elec-
tion also, as one of the two ma-
or political parties led by their
eaders of known disposition
and mutual relationship will
climb the rampart of power
pushing another to sit in the
opposition the old feud between
them is certain to resurface. It
will be unmistakably followed
by a fresh spate of agitation,
street violence and hartals dis-
rupting civil life, stagnating the
economy and administration
and pushing — whatever little of
law and order is still there —
downhlll. If the past trends are
any guide, the winner of the
election would contemptuously
deny -the opposition its due,
turn imperious and shift all
major activities of the state
from the parliament to execu-
tive offices, while an oversensi-
tive opposition would smell
subtle rigging' even in a neu-
trally conducted, closely moni-
tored and widely acclaimed
election and embark on an
anti-government tirade almost

. at once. If nothing, a disparate

opposition would start a non-
Issue ‘oust the government'
campaign which makes no po-
litical sense. These may satisfy
the ego, and eccentricity of the
leaders but they in no way con-
tribute towards national poli-
tics. Given this likely scenario,
if any one of our ruling trio —

not vice versa.

the Awamli League, BNP and JP
— who ruled Bangladesh in ro-
tation since Its inception In-
tends to repeat another cycle of
{ts empowerment, people will be
gcnulnf:ll)‘( concerned over what
would then be the shape of
things in Bangladesh.

One of the basic problems
with our leaders has been thelr
chronic Inability to cateh u
with the breathtaking d:vef
opments that have taken place
both in global and regional

arena since the time that gave
shape to our Fnllllcs. Today
even internally

he politics has
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hat warrants reforms,
heir well-being and

minister availed of Ershad's
crucial support In capturin

power. Now in a blzarre twist o
events he is in the camp of Be-
E)um Zla who once jafled him.
evold of any political convic-
tion or morality they are con-
stantly on toes in their bitter
struggle for power. As a result
they can neither deliver nor in-
spire. Small wonder, that the
nation has not yet been able to
cross the bounds of square one.
Yet our rulers never held
themselves responsible for any
of our miseries, They blamed ei-
ther thelr predecessors or the
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new issues and agenda. There
are also changes in outlook and
priorities with regard to state-
craft and nation building. De-
Spite these changes our political
leadership continues to remain
steeped in the politics of
rhetorics and mealy mouthed
mendacity. Instead of grasping
the dynamics of today's politics
they prefer to live in the past. In
their blind pursuit for power
both the major political parties
are prepared to jettison their
so-called principles as evi-
denced, for example, from their
connection with the former
President and JP chairman,
Hussain Muhammad Ershad —
the despot whom both had once
despised. With total disregard to
any moral standard Sheik
Hasina, the incumbent prime

system, although the same
blunders or bunglings were per-
petrated even by themselves or
the fallures repeated even after
the revision of system. At one
time we held centrally con-
trolled economy responsible for
our economlic stagnation. We
now have not only private sec-
tor boosted up, we have also
opened up to the free-market
economy. We also thought of
parllamentary system to be
most conducive for participa-
tory democracy. We got it. Dur-
ing the decade of eighties we
blamed authoritarianism for
being at the root of all evils. In
1990 we pulled down its edifice.
Amidst all these changes only
what has not changed is the fate
of our people. They continue to
live in a state of poverty, fear,

The Visit

disease and neglect. As a matter
of fact their conditions have
worsened according to all
avallable soclo-economic indi-
cators. The changes In system
are Ilmportant but much more
important s the creation of
men who would make the
changed system work. Over the
years we got rid of old, decrepit
systems but do not know how to
get rid of the people with their
Frcegly fingers stuck deep in na-
lonal ple.

The Awami League has been
more of nostalgist party devoted
to rehabllitating the legacy of
the party and reviving the
heritage of Shelkh Mujibur
Rahman. It has link with the
present to the extent of serving
the interests of [ts supporters
and rewarding the party stal-
warts rather than addressing
the hard Issues of the polity.
The BNP, on the other hand, {s a
firm believer In real politick
and Intent upon making the
best of all opportunities for en-
riching its leaders although its
modus operandl is same as that
of AL with their sets of armed
cadres, student activists, mus-
clemen and street agitators. The
BNP however has popular elec-
tion planks like safeguarding

some of our national interest
vis-a-vis India. It is mostly for-

gotten as to how it performed to
uphold those interests during
its tenure in government. Be-
tween the two General Ershad
and his JP enjoy its crucial po-
sition as power broker. But for
them all, Bangladesh is a big
zamindary' with a client-pa-
trlon relationship with its peo-
ple.

However, together these par-
ties present us a Bangladesh
which must not have been In

uential Process

the vision of Its architects. It (s
still one of odd three dozen of
the least developed countries of
the world. The asymmetry in

wealth and Income Is a way of
Ife. But never before had there
been gap wider between the rich

and poor in this country, There

are grim revelations that pubjje
money to the tune of thousandsg
of crores of taka lie in the hang
of a few who perhaps have ap
access to the corridor of power,
The seats of higher education
are In doldrums and the
administration in quandary.
The country's economy is wob-
bly and frequently 5u|{|ectcd to
devaluation of currency. The
corruption permeates each
layer of the soclety and no one
knows its depth and extent. The
darkest dimension of the polity
Is, of course, a failed state of in-
ternal order. The security has
now turned to be an Individual

responsibility. Murder, hijack

and extortion take place in
broad day light right on the
crowded street with onlookers
helplessly watching the orgy.
The rapes, toll collection and
woman related crimes are ram-
pant and have reached a new
peak in spite of special Acts en-
acted by the parliament. This
description is not however ex-
haustive and touches only the
tip of an iceberg.

Where do we go from here?
No simple answer (s possible,
but one Ihin% Is clear. If
Bangladesh is to be salvaged
and its people rescued the exist-
ing pattern of politics will have
to be broken and its rhetorics
replaced by some substance.
The leaders may find it expedi-
ent to take refuge in the past but
the people are interested in the
former’s will and ability to de-
liver on the issues alfecting
them now. How to make them
accountable and responsive to
the people and their need is a
question that warrants re-
forms, rethinking and innova-
tion. After all, politics is for the
people and their well-being and
not the vice versa.

Pakistan will have a unique opportunity to present its viewp
administration. Our disparate national interests can
necessarily be in confrontation.

respect each other’s stance on various issues.

oint at the highest level of the US
be mutually accommodated and may not
As sovereign independent countries we need to understand and

ing for some time, is that US re-
lationship with third countries
in the region, more importantly
India, is taken by Pakistan to
be weighted against Pakistan
despite Pakistan's service as a
loyal ally during the Cold War.
Similarly US may have a prob-
lem with Pakistan’'s approach
to countries in the region, par-
ticularly Afghanistan and Iran.

In the '60s the US had a ma-
jor disagreement about our
friendship with China. It is that
very friendship that served as a
stepping stone for Nixon's his-
toric opening to China, that in
turn heralded the ultimate
demise of the Soviet Union and
helped no end by Pakistan's
bearing the brunt of Russian
retribution as a front-line State
in the Afghan war.

During the difficult years of
the Cold War when India was
more or less a Soviet ally, Pak-
istan was a cornerstone of US
policy — a stabilising force in
the region. Even then nuclear
non-proliferation concerns led
the US to ostracise Pakistan
and cease all aid in the '70s.
Then a military dictator over-
threw a democracy and became
an international pariah on
hanging an elected PM. If it had
not been for Afghanistan, Pak-
istan would have remained out
in the cold in deep isolation. In
a pragmatic turnaround of pol-
icy to serve the greater US in-
terest, Pakistan’s "sins" were
put on hold and we became the
front-line State for the West in
the fight against communism.
While Gen Zia had been scorn-
ful about refusing the paltry
$300 million offered as imme-
diate relief by President Carter
as "peanuts”, the fact remains
that as reward for the tremen-
dous effort we put in at great
risk to our sovereignty, we ul-
timately got nothing more than
"'peanuts”’ and a handful of F-
16s.

Gen Zia and his colleagues
failed Pakistan in not driving a
harder bargain, even though
our interests coincided. Today
the Kalashnikov and the drugs
culture, unrestricted illegal

let alone the smugg
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immigration and terrorism are
all residuals of the Afgshan war,
ler's riar-
kets in évery ¢ity and highways
beyond repair ‘because they were
not designed to cater for the in-
ordinate increase in heavy ve-
hicles traffic. Most of the aid we
got was debt and not grants.
Very little investment took
place. The increased economic
activity gave a false sense of
prosperity and was only because
of the 'dynamism of a bur-
geoning parallel black econ-
omy. Whereas Egypt got all its
debts forgiven, Pakistan, which
had more troops in pursuit of
the Gulf War, got nothing.

This failure to negotiate bet-
ter terms is because those in-
volved in the negotiations com-
promised the national interest
(and security) to suit their own
selfish motives. They sold out
the nation so that they could be
allowed to skim off CIA money
mmeant for the Afghan War.
When you sit down to bargain,
guu have to be clear about the

ottom line, with friend and foe
alike. Neither friend nor foe
will give you something that
you do not drive a hard bargain
for.

Kargil was both a diplomatic
and information disaster and
gave a unique opportunity for
the Indians to tar and feather
us. Militarily we inflicted se-
vere casualties on the Indians,
many times more than ours.
Despite Indian hyperbole and
rhetoric to paper over their set-
back in men and material, the
severest casualty was that of
morale. The Indian troops on
the receiving end knew the
truth. The BJP Government will
never forgive Pakistan for that,
for nationalists there is noth-

ing more demeaning than what
allects them. Thereafter the In-

“dian gameplan was clear, to iso-

late us in the world community
and what better than to label us
as a "terrorist State”. The
Kathmandu hijack was either a
ploy or was taken over mid-op-
eration for one end only
bel Pakistan adversely.

Before that Mian Nawaz
Sharif had shot himself in the
foot by tryiné o remove an-
other Army Chief. What the
Pakistan Army inherited was a
country five miles to midnight,
in deep economic, social and
political crisis, with the admin-
Istrative machinery havin
been politicised and corrupte
into oblivion.

Unlike the period of the Cold
War, when military regimes
were the darlings of the western
world, men in uniform at the
helm of national affairs are not
in fashion anymore. Neverthe-
less, the western democracies
are not blind and they decided
not to carry out an audit of the
fire brigade (in this case the
Army) while the fire brigade
station (the nation) was itself
burning. Having realised that

roponents of democracy had
rought the nation to ruin and
its social fabric to virtual disin-
tegration by institutionalising
corruption, the western gov-
ernments decided to give the
CE’s new type of military rule
(free press, civilian cabinet, no
martial law administrator) a
chance, provided a road map for
restoration of democracy was
spelt out. In this manner, the
international community has
tacitly “legitimised" military
rule in Pakistan. This accep-
tance was born out of the doc-
trine of necessity.

It depends on us...
Sir, Bangladeshis are not

proud of havinﬁ Mr. Clinton
with them but they are happy
to have him as a state guest.
We are a country with a lot of
problems. And Clinton's visit is
not going to resolve all our
problems, but we will get an ex-
traordinary opportunity to come
very close to a president of the
USA.

[t depends largely on our
own attitude that how much we
are aware of our own problems,
how much we know how to re-
solve these economical prob-
lems, how much we Know about
US foreign policy, and how
smart we are in dealing with US
administration.

We cannot of course resolve all
our problems but we certainly
can achieve a lot of favours
from the US President. It de-
pends solely on Bangladesh.
And we are looking forward to
Clinton's visit.

Sohall Ahmad
Durham, New Hampshire,
USA

We are proud...

Sir, It is obviously proud for
the Bangladeshis to have a US
President on thelir own soll.

Bangladesh is a country having
a warm relationship with US for
a long time. The US is the only
country which has always stood
by Bangladesh during disasters
and natural calamities. We the
general people of Bangladesh
may not know that we mostly
depend on the financial aid
from the US. The US President
visit to Bangladesh is a forecast
of another start of a golden era
for the Bangladeshi people. A
small, economically weak coun-
try like Bangladesh lost a lot
due to 200-year British rule
and 25-year Pakistani rule. US
President's visit to Bangladesh
will give Bangladeshis to make
their own decisions for develop-
ing their countrf. Bangladesh
will no more feel lonely in the
middle of the two regional big
brothers who have nuclear
power. |

Jibon
USA

"Beyond Rhetorics"

Sir, It was worthwhile to
read the article Beyond
Rhetorics by Navine Murshid,
which appeared in the DS's
March 8 Issue. The writer spoke
my mind!

It is an irony that we have so
many women's rights groups in
a city where a girl cannot even
celebrate the New Year without
being molested.

ell, If we look at what the
women activists are after, they
would be:

* to get publicity;

* to earn the a place in the
so-called 'elitist' society; and

* to take part in interna-
tional conferences with a sub-
sidised return tickets.

And yes, the writer is correct
saying that they are detached
from the majority of the
women. However, | thank the
DS, and the writer, for this ap-
proach. |1 would expect more of
these from the DS,

Ahsan Akbar
USA

Towards a positive
direction

Sir, 1 am a student of the
University of Plttsbuth, USA. |
like your editorials, The editori-
als represent modern demo-
cratic values which is rare In
the developing countries. The
government of Bangladesh and

different political parties would
be lucky if they listen to your
advice.

I think what Bangladesh
needs is to separate its Execu-
tive, Legislative and Judiciary
branch. I don’t understand why
the politicians are not doing
this. I think separating these
branches will serve their and
the country’'s best interest. One
political party cannot stay in

ower forever no matter how

ard they try. The history of
Bangladesh bears testimony to
this statement.

Democracy in Bangladeshi
has a long way to go. Every
country starts off with prob-
lems. | think Bangladesh is
moving towards a positive polit-
ical direction,

Bangladesh should try to do
its best to benefit the country
from President Clinton's visit.
India and US has a "science &
technolo exchange" treaty.
India has benefited a lot from it.
The Bangladesh government
should also try to negotiate a
similar treaty with the US gov-
ernment,

Bangladeshi-American College
Student
USA

, 1o la-

. was

The major reason for delay-
ing the announcement of the
visit would perhaps be personal
security concerns for the US
President. One must commend
that Bill Clinton had the
courage to %ﬂ up against the as-
sessment of the US Secret Ser-
vice, for given Pakistan's per-
ceived insecurity ridden envi-
ronment it is quite possible
they did not give a "thumbs up”.

Clinton, took  this, decision not _dia

out of any personal reasons but

;([?'rl;‘l}' for the greater IS interest .

the region with respect to nu-
clear non-proliferation and
signing of CTBT. control of ter-
rorism, elimination of drugs
and wider stability of the re-
‘%iun including Afghanistan,
hat is what pragmatism is all
about and no amount of Indian
propaganda would affect US
primary concerns about how to
pursue its own national inter-
est.
President Clinton is not
coming to Pakistan to read out
the “riot act” to our military

rulers as the Indians would
have us believe (their fallback
position to sabotaging the visit)
but to express US fears on their
Issues of concern and have Pak-
Istan’s first-hand response to
them. Pakistan will have a
unique opportunity to present
its viewpoint at the highest
level of the US administration.
Our disparate national inter-
ests can be mutually accommo-
dated and may not necessarily
be in confrontation. As
sovereign independent coun-
tries we need to understand and
respect each other's stance on
various issues., While we can
understand US economic aspi-
rations in the billion phis-In-
I consumer population,
these need, to be adjusted to Pak-
istan s,concerns, mainly those
problems stemmlnF from being
a long-term US ally in the re-
gion. We live in a very tough
neighbourhood. A dialogue of
equals is necessary and Pak-
istan will have home ground
advantage in articulating it's
viewpoint effectively to some-
one who is a known friend of
Pakistan.

The visit had to take
Instead of indulgin
ria over downing the Indians,
let's do our own homework and
make it useful for Pakistan.

place.
in eupho-

Ahmed Ziauddin

The actors of law now in
Bangladesh have important

roles to play. Law is not only

the enactments of the parlia-
ment, or the volumes of books,
or even what the judges pro-
nounce — law is life in a civil
society. A life cannot be sus-
tained without law. Likewise, a
society without law is either a
dead or a dying one.

Recently, Prime Minister
while accepting her honorary
doctorate in law from Brussels
Catholic University re-stressed
her commitment to law and
rule of law. She promised to
work to establish rule of law, to
create an enabling environ-
ment where law rules.

[ was appalled to read a piece
of news in The Daily Star of 14
March and its editorial. | am
sure; many other readers too
had similar feelings. The paper
reported on Speaker Humayun
Rashid Chowdhury's expunc-
tion of comments made by Mr.
Joynal Hazari in Parliament
on 25 February. Mr Hazari, a
ruling party legislator from
Feni, made indecent comments
about a female victim of crime
and exposed his male chauvin-
istic attitude rather in its worst
form.

In parliament, Mr Hazari
remarked on Badhan, a young
lady who was assaulted in the
New Year's celebration on
Dhaka University campus. He
demanded the lady victim to be
punished saying, "How could a
Muslim woman go for an outing
in the dead of night during the
month of Ramadan? Was it
wrong that the drunk young
men jumped on the lady who
ancing on the street with
half of her body exposed?” He

said, "It was only natural that

she was treated this way,"

His statements, in addition
being indecent, were affront to
women, and revealed his inap-
propriateness to represent his
constituency.

However, The Daily Star's
editorial completed the picture.
It spoke volumes about the said
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Member of Parliament. Follow-
ing a report in the Bangla daily
Jugantar (12 March 2000) where
Mr Hazari declared that his
boys, who have arms, would
only be asked by him to surren-
der arms to the government if
arms similarly in possession of
the opposition activists are re-
turned first.

The editorial said that Mr
Hazari made the statement at a
meeting of law and order com-
mittee. It went on to expose gov-
ernment’s partisan approach in
dealing with arms and terror-
ists in that the opposition ac-
tivists were being hauled-up
while self confessed Mr Hazari
is being spared along with his
cadres.

Just because the govern-
ments approaches to Mr Hazari
are biased and partisan, this
should now allow Mr Hazari to
stay above the law or walk all
over it. The judiciary in
Bangladesh is independent and
capable enough to deal with a
person like him.

Any conscious citizen or a
human rights organization,
could agitate Supreme Court's
jurisdiction under Article 102
of the Constitution of
Bangladesh, under now well-ac-
cepted public interest litigation
concept, to file a writ petition to
the court to ask to Mr Hazari,
Home Minister, Home Secre-
tary and the DC of Feni to show
as to why the said Mr Hazari
would not be ordered to surren-
der arms, disband his cadres
and face appropriate prosecu-
tion. The court also, if it so de-
sires, could issue such a rule suo
moto.

It the government fails or is
unable to discharge its obliga-

tions towards establishing rule
of law, the Individuals and so-
clety should come forward and
use the institutions of law to
compel the Fﬂvernment. The
law is the only answer against
lawlessness.

The writer, now in New
York, teaches law at Brussels
Catholic University.
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