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Inauguration: A photograpn
hotographer Anwar Hossain will l‘;e inaugurated. Venue:
feteria of Alllance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 5:00 pm.
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‘exhibition by renowned

Founding anniversary: the 1sth founding an-

niver

of Retired Armedforces O

cers' Welfare Assoclation

(RAOWA) will be held. Venue: RAOWA office premises on VIP

road, DOHS, Mohakhali. Time: 7

| — e e —

:30 pm.

Rain likely
Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
wind is likely at one or two places over Khulna and Dhaka

divisions in next 12 hours till 6 pm today, re

1sty
ports UNB.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky
elsewhere over the country and day temperature may remain

nearly unchanged during the

period, the

et Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 33.4 degree Celsius was
recorded at Jessore and the lowest 16.8 degree Celsius at

Rangamati.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.10 pm and rises

tomorrow at 6.01 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature
in Celsius
Max Min
Dhaka 30.8 21.2
Chittagong 30.2 19.4
Rajshahi 33.0 205
Khulna < i) 222
Barisal 31.8 20.0
Sylhet 29.7 19.5
Cox's Bazar 32.5 19.6

Humidity in

Percentage

Morning Evenigg

63

82 72

86 7o

91 74

65 60

79 2

-$ 180b world

water

vision adopted

Global body calls for rapid
solution to growing water
crisis 1n the world

The World Water Council on
Saturday adopted its 180 bil-
lion US dollar World Water Vi-
sion calling the global commu-
nity to support the vision for
water, life and environment to
translate that into action, re-
ports BSS.

The World Water Council
adopted this vision at the cur-
rent Second World Water Forum
and Ministerial Conference
being hosted at Netherlands.
"We call on and count on the as-
sistance, cooperation and col-
laboration of all organisations,
institutions, and ordinary citi-
zens to put into practice the
spirit of the World Water Vi-
sion.” President of the Council
Dr Mahmoud Abu-Zeid told the
five-day international water
policy gathering, the largest
ever of its kind, that opened on
Friday.
~=FThe forum caled tor rapid
solutions to the world’'s growing
water crisis, in which one bil-
lion people including
Bangladesh lack access to safe
drinking water and two billion
people lack water for safe sani-
tation.

Outlining the Vision and
Roadmap, World Water Com-
mission Chairman and Vice
President of the World Bank Dr
Ismail Serageldin recalled the
process through which the vi-
sion was developed. open,
transparent and participatory,
with participation of 15,000

ple over 15-month period.

"The roadmap includes es-
tablishment of monitoring
systems for the vision into ac-
tion, stimulating policies for
the financing of water devel-
opment and protection, cre-
ation of World Commission on
Water, Peace and Security to re-
solve conflicts by pruvidin%
third party mediation of sharec
water disputes, reduce gaps be-
tween concerned parties to en-
sure 'win-win' solutions.” he
told around 3,500 participants
from across the globe.

He said the council will work
to ensure adequate policies are
in place to replace fear and sus-
picion with mutual trust, relia-
bility and equity for the poor
and disadvantaged should be
assured adequate services at
affordable costs, he added.

2 BCL workers shot dead,
fire kills 3 in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 19: At
least six persons were Kkilled
and 12 others injured in sepa-
rate incidents during the last
four days, police and Fire
Brigade sources said. '

wo BCL activists of Tayeb
E{;up identified as Nazrul Is-

, 23 and Md Yunus 24, were
gunned down allegedly by their
rivals at Hanifa Pukur Par un-
der Fatikchhari thana at 9 am
on Thursday, police said.

They were killed following
intra-party rivalry in BCL,
Fatikchhari unit.

Three others, including a
woman and a minor girl, were
killed in two fire incidents at
Abul Colony and Rajakali un-
der Chandgao thana in the city
on Friday.

Aklima Begum, 38, was
killed and 12 others received
burmn injuries when a fire broke

 —

out at Abul Colony at 7 am on
Friday, police said.

The injured persons were
admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital.

The fire was originated from
a gas burner and gutted ten
dwelling houses, fire Brigade
said.

In another incident Jan-
natunessa, 8, and Khalilur
Rahman 25, were roasted alive
as their houses at Rajakali
caught fire at 12 pm on Friday
night.

The origin of fire was yet to
be known.

Another person identified as
Nurul Alam, 40, was shot dead
allegedly by his brother-in-law
at West Madarbari Nishipukur
Par at 4 pm on Friday, police
said.

The killing was a sequel to a
family feud, police said.

US, India may sign

From Page 1

driven to his hotel in a bullet-
proof limousine through empty
streets. Security forces halted
all traffic and kept away pedes-
trians 200 meters from the
route taken by his 40-car con-
voy.

Thousands of armed police-
men patrolled the streets, while
military helicopters buzzed
overhead as Clinton's convoy
sped through the highway from
the airport to the Maurya
Sheraton hotel.

The president had no events
on his schedule the first night
and said he was glad to have ar-
rived in time for dinner. "I love
Indian food,” he told reporters
on his plane.

Tomorrow, Clinton will fly
to Dhaka, capital of neighbour-
ing Bangladesh for a daylong
visit, the first by an American
president. American businesses
are helping Bangladesh tap its
vast resources of natural gas.

Clinton will fly back to New
Delhi late tomorrow. His five-
day tour of India officially be-
gins Tuesday with a ceremonlial
welcome at the sandstone

lace of India’s President, KR

arayanan,

On Saturday, Clinton will

- Stop over briefly in Islamabad,
capital of Pakistan to meet with
Gen Pervez Musharraf, the mil-
itary ruler of Pakistan, before
returning to Washington.
'Unm adds: India and the

1 States are expected to

ol
v -

sign three broad agreements to
promote bilateral cooperation
in the fields of sclence and
technology, energy and infor-
mation technology during Clin-
ton's visit,

There will be an agreement
on sclence and technology as
well as one of energy coopera-
tion. An Indo-US science and
technology forum will be set u
to enable scientists from both
the countries to establish a
comprehensive data bank, ex-
change ideas dn technology and

joint endeavors iIn certain
flelds.

Reuters, says, Clinton will
urge India and Pakistan to curb
their nuclear programmes and
ease long-simmering tensions
over Kashmir during his one-
week visit to South Asia, US of-
ficlals said.

"Our view Is that a nuclear
future Is a dangerous future for
them and for the world," US
National Security Adviser
Sandy Berger told reporters on
Thursday. "Our ultimate goal
would be to persuade them to
give up thelr nuclear pro-
gramme.”

Berger sald that Clinton
would press India and Pakistan
to take four specific steps:
Joining the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty, restraining thelr
nuclear programmes, ceasing (o

roduce fissile material and
Ightening their export con-
trols.

News

Ministers received Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina® at ZIA International Airport on her
return home yesterday after performing Hajj in Saudi Arabia.

— PID photo

e

Leader of the Ofpositiun in Parliament and BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia hosted
iplomats and politicians on the occasion of Eid-ul-Azha at her Minto road

a reception for
official residence on Friday.

— Star photo

Khaleda exchanges
Eid greetings
with diplomats;
politicians

Opposition leader Khaleda
Zia exchanged Eid greetings
with politicians, diplomats,
professionals and a cross-sec-
tion of people at her official res-
idence in the city on March 17,
reports UNB.

The BNP Chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament hosted a reception
for Ambassadors, High Com-
missioners and Charge d'af-
faires on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Azha.

Party sources said diplomats
from USA, UK, Japan, China,
Morocco, Saudi Arabia. Iran,
Iraq, Palestine, United Arab
Emirates, Switzerland, Sweden,
Romania, Poland. France,
Pakistan, Turkey, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, North Korea, South
Korea, Malaysia, Denmark,
Germany, Vatican City,
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Egypt,
Libya. European Commission
and European Union attended
the reception,

Leaders of the seven-party
alliance, including Jatiya Party
Chairman H M Ershad, also
met with the opposition leader
and exchanged Eid greetings
with her. Begum Raushan Er-
shad MP along with her son
Shaad Ershad exchanged Eid
greetings with her shortly be-
fore noon.

SDDC hails

Clinton's visit
By Staff Correspondent

Sylhet Division Develop-
ment Council (SDDC) organised
a "welcome chain" in front of
National Press Club in the city
yesterday welcoming US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to the country.

Several hundred people in-
cluding women anrj children
organised the welcome chain
standing on roadside in a long
gucue and carrying Bangla-

eshi and US national flags.

colourful banners, placards,
festoons and balloons in their
hands.

SDDC leaders Fayzunnesa
Chowdhury and Dr M Noor Ud-
din also submitted a four-point
recommendation to the Foreign
Ministry to place it before Pres-
ident Clinton.

Later, SDDC held a rally at
the Press Club premises with its
president Abed Raza in the
chair, The rally was also ad-
dressed by MA Hamid Chowd-
hury. Selim Newaz Chowdhury,
Smita Waheed, Jahangir Alam
Chowdhury and MA Ahad.

JCD activists
From Page 12
fore they were being locked up
yesterday.

All the JCD activists ar-
rested in connection with al-
leged extortion, snatching, kid-
napping and hijacking.

Police brought the situation
under control at around 7 pm.

Of the [njured, five were

ven first aid and two admittec
o the Jall Hospital.
Tension was prevalling in-

| side the jall. .

BCL-JCD clash
in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, March 19: At least
15 people were injured in a se-
ries of clashes between BCL and
JCD activists at Mahilara and
Gournadi thana headquarter in
the district yesterday and to-
day.

Zahiruddin Swapan, BNP
central Asstt. office secretary
alleged that BCL activists are
responsible for the attacks and
ransacking of two shops and
two houses at Gournadi thana
headquarter. The BCL activists
are also reported to have dam-
aged and ransacked two houses
at Mahilara yesterday.

Gournadi thana BCL ac-
tivists alleged that their leaders
Saikat Guha and Subrata Guha
were injured in the BNP attack
on them. Saikat had received
stab injuries.

Forest official

beaten up
in Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 19: Habibur
Rahman Khan, Deputy Ranger
of Forest was assaulted by some
extortionists belonging to the
ruling party on Saturday near
Khulna Stadium as he refused
lo pay Tk 30,000 as toll.

The gang also gave him a
threat and asked him not to re-
port the incident to the police.

At present, he is posted at
Kadamtala station under
Shyamnagar thana of Satkhira
district.

Earlier, the same %{:up had
beaten up the Deputy Ranger be-
fore Eid-ul-Fitr for refusal to
pay toll. He then filed a case
with Shyamnagar thana. Five
people were arrested but they
were later released on bail.

The Deputy Commissioner
of the south division of KMP
has been informed of the mat-

3 Traffic

From Page 12
Club, UBL Crossing and
Dainik Bangla.
* Comimmuters of
Tikatuli, Shamiba
aon, Motijheel, Basabo,
Shahjahanpur, Malibagh
and Its adjacent areas can
reach ZIA taking Kakrall,
Shantinagar, Malibagh,
Mouchak, Rampura, Biswa
Road or Razmoni Kakrail
Church, Moghbazar Cross-
ing and Tongli Diversion
Road.

No buses

From Page 12
trucks scheduled to come to
Dhaka from those regions were
also ordered not to start in the
morning.

Movement of passenger
buses and other vehicles plying
between Dhaka and Gazipur
district have also been re-
stricted until Clinton leaves the
country.

But buses and trucks sched-
iled to leave for and from Syed-
abad bus terminal will ply as
per the schedules, the sources
saded.

Jatrabarl,
h-Khil-
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Dr Razee's death
anniversary

observed

The 15th anniversary of the
death of Dr Alim Al Razee. a
renowned lawyer, was observed
on Wednesday with due solem-
nity, reports UNB.

Dr Razee Memorial Council
placed wreaths at his Banani
graveyard and offered Fateha
there. Food was distributed
among the destitute and or-
phans.

A number of educational in-
stitutions including Nari Mukti
Sangsad and Bangiadesh Peo-
ple’'s League, tounded by Dr
Razee, separately organised dis-
cussion meetings on the life and
works of the lawvyer.

Bangladeshis among
131 detained in
Turkey

EDIRNE, Turkey, Mar 19
Police have detained 131 for-
eigners trying to illegally cross
the border into Greece, the Ana-
tolia news agency reported
Sunday. says AP.

The would-be immigrants —

including Iranians, Iragqis,
Palestinians, Bangladeshis,
Romanians, Afghans, Morro-

cans, Syrians and Lebanese —
were detained near the towns of
Meric and Ipsala on the Turk-
ish-Greek border.

Anatolia did not say when
th[‘}' were detained.

Posters: DUC
cleans but foreign
ministry pastes
By Staff Correspondent

A set of new posters were
seen on walls along the routes
In the city through which US
President Bill Clinton is ex-
pected to move during his visit.

Some posters have pho-
tographs of US President Bill
Clinton, Bangladesh President
Shahabuddin and Prime Minis-
ter Shiekh Hasina while others
have photographs of Clinton,
Hasina and Bangabandu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

These posters were seern yes-
terday mainly along the VIP
roads where the Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) carried out
cleaning operation for two
weeks, removing {)m«tvrs from
the walls and cleaning and
painting those.

DCC officials when asked
sald, “These posters were re-
leased by the }nrt*lgn ministry”,

The officials however did
not make any comment when
asked whether the foreign min-
istry took permission from the
DCC for pasting those on the
newly cleaned walls,

"We have asked the govern-
ment, semi-government, au-
tonomous bodies and owners of
private bulildings to clean and
}}ﬂlnt their bulldings If those
all on the routes Clinton will
move during his visit,” an otll-
clal of the DCC was quoted as
saying earlier.

“This responsibility has to
be shared by all since the DCC
can not shoulder the burden
alone,” the official had added, |

——
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Clinton arrives today

From Page |
the security apparatus and
survelllance gear, all food con-
sumables have already been
flown to the country,

A commnunications centre, a
replica of the White House
Communications Centre, will
be operating today (rom the
Bangladesh capital, allowing
the US President to talk to any
one, anywhere in the world

through secured telecommuni-
cation links.
The us President’'s

Bangladesh itinerary Is packed
with programmes. Although
Clinton is staying for only 12
hours, itinerary experts say his
White House protocol handlers
have managed to pack sched-
ules that normally take three
days to complete.

Grameen and BRAC

According to well informed
sources, Clinton's visit to dis-
tant Bangladesh was rooted
since he had befriended Yunus
when he was Governor of
Arkansas. The success of Dr
Mohammed Yunus's micro-
credit programmes and empow-
erment of women in
Bangladesh and in some other
parts of the world own public
adoration from both Clinton
and Hillary who had been look-
ing forward to a trip to the
country to see those,

Dr Yunus, a 1970 graduate
from Vanderbilt University
with Ph.D in Economics, will be
at hand when Clinton visits a
Grameen project in Joypura, 35
kilometres northwest of Dhaka
and eight kilometres from the
Savar Martyr's Memorial.

Rice fields surround this pic-
turesque village, which consists
of 150 mud and corrrugated
sheet houses with intermittent
home gardens, built in a U-
shape around a large open field.
He will address the people of
Joypura under an old banyan
tree.

President Clinton will also
join a meeting of women who
are Grameen Bank borrowers,.
Escorted by Yunus, founder and
director of the bank, Clinton

will also visit a Grameen pro-
Jeet producing Grameen fabric,
cnterprise development pro-

grammes and a solar power unil
there.

The US President will also
visit a primary school for girls
at Joypura, run by Bangladeﬁh
Rural Advancement Committee
(BRAC). He will be escorted by
Fazle Hasan Abed, Founder and
Executive Director of BRAC,
now considered the largest non-
government organisation in the
world.

Political Programmes

Three political programmes
have been fixed for the visiting
President, The US President
will have bilateral official
talks with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, where "new
initiatives”™ will be taken on en-
ergy cooperation and tropical
forest conservation. The on-go-
ing defence cooperation Is also
likely to come up for discus-
sion.

President Clinton will also
call on President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and hold exclusive talks
with him at the Bangabhavan.

Leader of the Opposition and
former prime minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will call on the US
President at his Sonargaon Ho-
tel suite in the late afternoon.

Briefing newsmen yesterday,
State Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury
said the official talks will be
‘open-ended’, with emphasis on
enhancing political and eco-
nomic cooperation.

He said issues including
duty-free access of Bangladeshi
products to the US market, ex-
pansion of bilateral trade, ju-
dicious use of natural resources,
exemption of debts under PL-
480, regularisation of
Bangladeshi immigrants to the
US will also come up for dis-
cussion.

A photo session and a joint
statement is expected to be Is-
sued at the end of the bilateral
talks.

A number of PSCs with
American oil companies were

Indo-Pak troops exchange
fire on Kashmir border

SRINAGAR, India, Mar 19 :
Indian and Pakistani troops
t‘){('l'lﬂll%ﬂ‘(] heavy artillery fire
along their disputed Kashmir
border for a third day today,
hours before the arrival of US
President Bill Clinton in New
Delhi, police and ariny sources
said, reports AFP.

An Indian army spokesman
in Kashmir described the skir-
mishes as "routine exchange of
fire" across the Line of Control
(LoC) -- a de facto border that
divides the Indian- and Pak-
istani-adininistered -zones of
divided Kashmir.

The latest artillery duels
along the LoC erupted early Fri-
day and continued on Saturday
and Sunday, police sources said
but added there were no casual-
ities on the Indian side.

Since Friday some two dozen
houses were totally or partially
damaged in northern border re-
gion of Uri in shelling, local
police official Aziz Akbar told
AFP by telephone on Sunday

"Today also intermittent
shelling is going on and shells
have landed in Churanda, Tu-
lawari, Garkote, Sokad,
Balkote and Navarunda vil-
lages of Url, but without causing
any human damage,” he said.

An army spokesman in Sri-
nagar blamed Pakistani troops
for opening unprovoked ar-
tillery and mortar fire on In-

Bangladesh
Society team
meets Mannan
Bhuiyan

A delegation of Bangladesh
Society in New York called on
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan at its central
office in the city yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

During the meeting, the dele-
gation led by Society's general
secretary Fakhrul Alam
handed over to Bhuiyan a copy
of "an open letter to Clinton"
urging the US President to solve
immigration problem of
Bangladeshis living in USA.

Mannan Bhuiyan assured
the Society leaders of raising
the issue during BNP chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia's meet-
ing with US President Bill Clin-
ton.

dian army installations and

civilian border localities along

the Kashmir border

“The fire is being effectively
returned by the Indian gun-
ners." '

Tension between the two
arch-rivals, who have fought
three wars, has escalated since
last year after they fought a de
facto battle in Kashmir in July.

The continuing shelling in
border areas has prompted an
exodus from many villages on
the Indian side,

Khaleda

From Page |
Badrudozza Chowdhury MP,
former finance minister M Sai-
fur Rahman MP, BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyvan MP, special envoy of
the prime minister M Morshed
Khan MP and the BNP chair-
person’'s Advisory Council
member MM Rezaul Karim are
expected to be with Khaleda.

A member of the BNP chair-
person’s Advisory Council said
a group of senior BNP leaders
and advisors have prepared an
agenda for the talks.

A special document outlin-
ing the BNPs vision for
strengthening relations with
Washington if it is voted to
power will be presented to the
US president.

Sources said Khaleda will
apprise Clinton of “various vi-
tal issues,” including Kkey is-
sues, such as the environment
women's development, educa-
tion and economic reform.

The leader of the opposition
will also brief Clinton about the
Awami League’'s "misrule, hu-
man rights abuses, repression
on opposition, state of democ-
racy and economy, lack of good
governance and the enactment
of the Public Safety Act”.

Khaleda Zia will seek among
other things continued US as-
sistance for socio-economic
and infrastructure develop-
ment, the US involvement in
gas-based industries, US in-
vestmnent and cooperation in
telecommunications and IT sec-
tors, increase of 30 per cent
garment quota and naturalisa-
tion of Bangladeshi immi-
grants.

A close aide of Khaleda said
she will present Clinton with a
sheaf of paddy made of gold. the
election symbol of the party.

due to be signed during Clin-
ton's visit. But It became uncer-
tain yesterday afternoon al-
though hectic negotiations were
on with US oil companies,
chiefs of some of which are al-
ready In the capital

owever, an agreement for
cooperation in peaceful use of
nuclear energy, particularly re-
garding Roopur Power Plant 1s
expected to be signed.

The US President will be
hosted a state banqguet by Presi-
dent Shahabuddin at the Dur-
bar Hall of the Bangabhavan.
The banquet will be conchuded
with a cultural programme. It
was learnt that arrangements
for 250 selected guests have
been made at the sit down din-

ner.
programmes

Since the announcement of
Bill Clinton’s visit on February
2. a number of advance teams
came to Dhaka. The teams in
cooperation with Bangladesh
officials fixed the programmes.
Some programmes proposed by
Bangladesh were not included.
These include a civic reception,
visit to the Bangabandhu
Musuem, luncheon with the
Prime Minister and conferment
of a Honorary Doctorate Degree
by Dhaka University.

An example of moderate
democracy

Bill Clinton's visit is a tes-
timony to recognition of
Bangladesh as an emergin
democracy. This was observe
by US Assistant Secretary of
State Karl Inderfurth in a re-
cent statement in Washington.
“The President’'s main objective
will be to recognise, reciprocate,
and reinforce a tradition of
friendship and cooperation
with Bangladesh, one of the
leading moderate Muslim
democracies in the world", In-
derfurth said.

American Investment i{n
Bangladesh has increased to
750 million dollars now from
25 millilon US dollars some
years ago. US companies are
highly interested in
Bangladesh's energy resources.

Clinton's visit will also raise
the geo-political profile of
Bangladesh and reinforce its
position as a strategically im-
portant country.

PSCs

From Page 1

However, the future of the
contract for Block 9. initialled
by Petrobangla and Tullow-
Chevron-Texaco, became uncer-
tain after Texaco sent a letter to
Petrobangla asking for more
time.

“Alter Initialling a contract,
such an action is unprofes-
sional for any oil company,”
said a source. "Texaco is delib-
erately delaying the contract
signing cerempny for some rea-
sons unknown to us.”

Chevron and Texaco submit-
ted a joint-bid for Block 9 in
1997. Chevron played a key role
in all negotiations moderated
by the government, especially
those with Tullow, an Irish
company

The contracts were initialled

| and processed in three weeks af-

ter a two-year delay. Cabinet
approved the three contracts
last week. With the exception of
the contract signed with Pan-
gaea, the contracts deviated
drastically from their original
proposals

The contract

with Unocal

| seeks a work commmitment on
' condition the government al-

lows the company to export gas
while the contract with Tullow-
Chevron-Texaco seeks the
drilling of 3 exploratory wells
instead of the 10 stated in the
original proposal

Oil companies were enthusi-
astic when the second round of

| bidding began in October 1997.

However, the government's
clear-cut favouritism towards
Tullow, a financially weak
company negotiating for the
coveted Blocks 9 and 11, led to
delays

Backed by a strong political
lobby, Tullow was ‘officially’
chosen by the government
based on its plan to drill 10 ex-
ploratory wells in three years.

The government tried to lind
Tullow a larger financially
partner. Chevron and Texaco
were invited to form a partner-
ship with Tullow in Block 9, but
the talks failed when Tullow
asked for a larger share

The government revived the
talks last month in light ol
Clinton's pending visit. The
companies agreed to a 30:30:30
equity sharing partnership.
The remaining 10 per cent will
o to Bangladeshi explorer
APEX.

i

Posters were pasted on the walls of buildings along the VIP Road, hailing US President
Bill Clinton's visit to the country. The walls were painted on the occasion just a few days

ago.
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