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Hicham Arazi
(Moroccan tennis player)
“It was the best win of my ca-
reer.”
After beating
one Andre Agassi in the first
round of the Masters Series.
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COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN

Competition-127

/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to Uhe Daily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
March 24, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1! Who won the tri-series down
under? '

India Pakistan | Auspralia |

How many Test matches has |
Shepherd officiated in till the
Bombay Test?

19 50 51 |
3| What is the name of Sir Stanley !
Matthews' father?
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ENERGY RELEASING VITALNNS

Reeefat clinches

IM crown
Sports Reporter

International Master Reefat-
bin-Sattar emerged unbeaten
champion in the fifth United
Insurance Internatioal Masters
Chess Tournament concluded at
the NSC yesterday afternoon.

In the eleventh round Reefat
defeated Ye Win Aung of Myan-
mar.

The Bangladesh IM adopted
a Sicilian defence against Aung
and won after 27 moves. It
raised his tally to eight and a
half points.

Fellow International Master
Zlaur Rahman and Htun Lynn
Kyaw of Myanmar finished
with 7.5 points each and so had
to go through a tie-breaker,

Zia clinched it to collect the
runner-up spot.

Reefat took home 500 dol-
lars while Zia and Htun each
recelved 250 dollars.

In the last round Zia beat

-

Moniruzzaman Khan and Kyaw

beat International Master Ab-
dullah Al Rakib

Rakib, Intermational Master
Vakhidov Tahir of Uzbekistan
Enamul Hossain Rajib and
Shuvrojit Saha of India fin-
ished with seven points apiece.

In tiebreaker, Rakib got the
4th position, Tahir earned the
5th position, Razib clinched the
6th position while Suvrajit
finished 7th. Each player
earmed 87 dollars.

Besides, Aminul Islam and
iwo Indians Roktim Bandy-

opadhaya

earnied 6.5 points each.

and Dipanjan Das

Dﬂmn jan was placed 8th fol-
lowe

by Roktim. Aminul Islam

finished in 10th s
earned 50 dollars each.

Later in the evenli
Minister for Youth an
Obaidul Quader gave away

. Stae

pot. The three

Sports
the
prizes as the chiel guest. |
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internet.

DSS: The whole country is
bubbling with excitement over
the possibility of Test status,
For some reason, if we do not
get it in near future, what sort of
impact do you think it will have
on the development of cricket
in Bangladesh?

SH: Implicit in your ques-

tion is the assumption that
Bangladesh being granted Test
Status in June of this year is a
formality only. 1 believe we still
have a long way to go and
should not take anything for
ranted, The report of the 1CC
nspection Sub-Committee will
be routed through the Cricket
Committee Playing to the Exec-
utive Board and it will be for the
Board to make its final recom-
mendation to the Council. I
would however be less than
honest if I said | would not be
deeply disappointed if we fail to
obtain the status this year as
this may actually not only set
Bangladesh cricket but also the
slobalisation initiative of 1CC
yack. 1 firmly believe it is not
just a matter of Bangladesh
seeking to become the tenth
Test playing nation - world
cricket also desperately needs
to embrace and welcome 130
million people into its fold.

DSS: Is Bangladesh ready to
meet the challenges of Test
cricket?

SH: Our performance in first
class cricket over the past six
months against the full West
Indies Test side, England A and
the MCC, where we more than
held our own, would strongly
indicate that we are as ready
for Test Cricket as we as an As-
sociate Member will ever be. |
am not for one moment suggest-
ing that we will initially be
winning all our matches but I
do believe that we can compete
and perform with honour and
distinction as the newest mem-

“ber at Test level. :

. DSS:.How prepared Is the
BCBY "
SH: A Strategic Development
Plan, which also incorporates a
mission statement, to ensure
that BCB is able to develop the
game and meet the challenges of
a competitive and increasingly

Board(BCB) President Sa

A proven organiser,
image of Bangladesh cricket
status, the BCB supremo give
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Saber plans strategically

In the last third and last part of our interview series on Bangladesh's current

position as a potential Test nation, Daily Star Sport caught up with Bangladesh Cricket
ber Hossain Chow-dhury(SH).
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Saber has over the years played a laudable role in enhancing the

demanding operating envi-
ronment, has just been formu-
lated and should be in motion
in the immediate future.

DSS: The BCB does not have

a single permanent cricket
ground. Will it not hamper our
prospects?

SH: We have already identi-
fied three venues in Bangladesh
for Test matches and these have
been inspected and approved by
the ICC Inspection Sub-Com-
mittee. I do acknowledge how-
ever that grounds are a major
resource constraint for us and
this will become even more sSo
both from a national level as
well as Club cricket point of

——————————— i S S

The Thily Star Sport has met three

top-notch cricket organisers of

the country in a bid to know
their opinion about some burn-
ing issues that need to be ad-
dressed immediately. Their
views have been appearing in
the Star Sport in phases. We
want our knowledgeable read-
ers to let the organisers know
about their observations on the
betterment of the game. We
therefore request you (readers)
to contribute your views, advise
and criticisms by just sending a
write-up or an e-mail to dss-
portsiabdonl ine.com.

—Star Sport

view when we enter the Test
fold since Test venues cannot
sustain the same level of activ-
ity and number of matches.

DSS: Critics claim that the
Board has given a false impres-
sion to the ICC inspection team
about the existing infrastruc-
ture of our cricket. What is your
answer to that criticism?

SH: | welcome and encourage
objective and constructive crit-
icism but ] have no wish to lend
credibility and respectabllity to
so-called critics by attempting
to answer questions based on
imuinature and baseless reason-
ing.

gIT)rE‘»S:: It's being heard that the
ICC is not pleased by the way
the BCB is functioning at the

moment. There have also been
unconfirmed reports that the
Council has suggested specific
guidelines for the BCB to run
professionally. Is the BCB
planning on ecoming a pro-
fessional organisation:

SH: As a member of ICC's EX-
ecutive Board, let me tell you in
clear and categorical terms that

it is neither 1CC policy to inter-
vene in domestic and internal
affairs of its members nor does
it hand out prescriptions on
what is to be done. With regard
to plans for the Board, we must
move with the times and be well
positioned and capable of re-
sponding and adapting to the
needs of the day.

DSS: If you do go profes-
sional, what sort of changes
would you like to bring in? Will
you be favouring a major
changes in the Board's structure
or just shuffle personalities?

SH: Although the most un-
changeable aspect of change is
change itself, I do not believe in
change for the sake of change. |
have never been in favour of

at world stage. AS Bangladesh edges ever closer to Test
s his independent opinion on some important topics via

cosmetic changes and playing
musical chairs with positions.
What we must understand Is
that the system or structure of
the Board should in reality be
linked to our aims, targets and
objectives. First we have to de-
fine in crystal clear terms
where we currently are, what
our objectives are and where we
want to be. Then only can we
consider what structure or sys-
temm we require to help us get
there and realise our aims and
targets. This Is precisely the
reason for formulating and
putting into motion the Strate-
ic Development Plan that | re-
erred to earller.

DSS: Your general secretary
wants a small but effective set-
up in the Board that includes
three paid executives, Do you
agree with his opinion? (If you
endorse his view) Do you think
that the trio would be able to
work independently under the
existing constitution of the
Board?

SH: Same response as above.

DSS: Local cricketers in re-
cent times have gone for move-
ments to press their various
demands. Do you consider play-
ers’ movement as a positive
sign for our cricket?

SH: | have all along strongly
advocated the need for com-
mitment, support and active
involvement of cricket's many
stakeholders in developing the
game. The internal relationship
between two of the important
stakeholders players and
organisers - must be based and
founded on mutual apprecia-
tion, respect and trust for each
other. The impasse that we wit-
nessed earlier in the season was
a part of our "growing up" pro-
cess and hopefully has made us
all more alive, alert and sensi-
tive to the fact that all the
stakeholders of cricket must
work together to move the game
of cricket forward.

DSS: Time and again you
have said that the national
player's would be brought under
the Board's payroll. Your plan
is yet to see the light. When do
you expect the contract to be

See Page 14
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Pakistan fast bowler Waqar Younis (L) is being congratulated by teammates after the
dismissal of Sanath Jayasuriya (R) on the fourth day of the Karachi Test yesteri;}y.
—AFP photo

KARACHI, Mar
15: Pakistan do-
wned Sri Lanka
by an emphatic
222-run margin
L3 J in the third and
final cricket Test in Karachi on
Wednesday to restore some of
their damaged pride, reports
AFP.

The home team dismissed
Sri Lanka for 228 on the fourth
day and kept intact an unbeat-
able record at the National
Stadium after holding off their
first home whitewash.

Sanath Jayasuriya's men
faltered in their chase of a
mammoth target of 451 to fin-
ish in disappointing style a se-
ries they dominated.

Earlier Pakistan were dis-
missed for 421 in their second
innings after an hour's play
with skipper Moin Khan lead-
ing the way with a fiery 70.

The victory comes as a big
relief for Pakistan who came
off from a 3-0 whitewash by
Steve Waugh's invincible Aus-
tralia, then lost the first two
Tests of this series and had to
handle off-field problems in
their cricket.

Wasim Akram and Saeed
Anwar each stepped down as
captain and coach Intikhab

Alam resigned before the final
Test to compound Pakistan's
management problems

Former captain Javed
Miandad took over as coach
while Moin was appointed cap-
tain on the eve of the Karachi
Test.

Wickets fell at regular inter-
vals in the Sri Lankan second
innings on Wednesday with
captain Jayasuriya departing
as early as the seventh over

The visitors were left trying
to beat India's record 406 for
four fourth innings stand
HFHIIISI the West Indies at Port
of Spain in 1976.

Jayasuriya was adjudged leg
before wicket off Waqgar Younis
for 10, offering no stroke to an
incoming delivery.

"It was disappointing to lose
the dead Test like this but over-
all we enjoyed the series and are
happy to have won against a
tough opponent like Pakistan,”
Sri Lankan captain Jayasuriya
said.

Jayasuriya, however, won
his third consecutive series in

Pakistan win at last

charge after beating Australia
-0 at home last August and
Zimbabwe by the same margin
in the away series in November-
December last year.

Sri Lanka’'s highest fourth
innin‘g_s score to win a Test is
326-5 against Zimbabwe in
Colombo three years ago.

But with experienced Ar-
avinda de Silva not playing in
the match due to injury the visi-
tors never looked settled

enough to handle the pressure
of a big target.

At Junch the tourists were
37-1 with all hopes of prolong-
ing the result resting on grafter
Marvan Atapattu,

Atapattu and Russel Amold
fell in successive overs, leaving
Sri Lanka reeling at 41-3.

Sri Lanka won the first Test
in Rawalpindi by a narrow two-
wicket margin and the second
at.Peshawar by 57 mins.

Pacer Mohammad Akram
had Atapattu when the batsman
playved a wild cut shot off a ris-
ing delivery but was caught by
wicketkeeper Moin. '

Atapattu’s 23

See page 15

had four

o

|

I SYDNEY, Mar 15
| (Reuters/AP): Sha-
' ne Warne added
. another chapter
to his remarka-
| — ble career today wh-
en he passed Dennis Lillee's
reecord for the most Test wickets
by an Australian bowler. '

The flammboyant leg-spinner
finally edlged past Lillee's Test
tallv of 355 wickets when New
Zealand tailender Paul Wise-
man gloved a simple catch to
wicketkeeper Adam Gilchrist to
hand Australia victory in
Auckland.

While Warne's 356th Test
scalp may not have been as
spectacular as some of his pre-
vious wickets, it still ranked
among the most significant of
his career.

Warne said the pressure of

going for the record had affected

him

“It's a bit of baggage out of the
way but, but by the same token,
a ‘Jrﬁtl}’ proud moment,” Warne
told reporters.

I just tried a bit too hard. |
think it's a bit of a relief now
that it's out of the way. I can just
relax and enjoy playing, and
hopefully just bowl the way |
have been doing.” '

“If my form is
enjoyin

ood and I'm
it, hopefully | can play

 for another three to four years,

he sald.

The record not only con-
firmed Warne's place as one of
the game's greatest bowlers but
also underscored that he is one
of the great survivors,

His Test career, which be
in 1992, looked to be heading
towards an end less than a year
ago when a form slump and
problems with his shoulder,
which kept him out of the game
for six months, appeared to be

taking their toll on him.
Warne was so distllusioned

ane scales Aussie

after he was dropped from the
Australian Test team during
their tour of the West Indies
that he publicly admitted he
wanted to quit,

But he regained his confi-
dence with a series of brilliant
displays during the World Cup
in England, helping Australia
win the tournament for a sec-
ond time.

Recalled to the Test side,
Warne refocused his attention
on Lillee's record.

He became the first slow
bowler in history to reach 350
Test wickets when he passed the
milestone against India in De-
cember, then slowly but surely
reeled in Lillee's record.

Warne's genius has rarely
been questioned since he pro-
duced what pundits hailed as
'the ball of the century’ to re-
move England's Mike Gatting at

SHANE WARNE

FACT FILE

mountain

Old Trafford in 1993, and in
fact he has developed into a
prospective skipper of the na-
tional team. Although he has
attracted as many headlines for
his off-field behaviour too.
Warne was embroiled in a
Pakistan bribery scandal after
making accusations against
leading Pakistani players lol-
lowing a tour in 1994. It
emerged in 1998 that he'd been
paid for supplying information

to an Indian gambler on a tour
of Sri Lanka.

Warne and Mark Waugh,
twin brother of Steve Waugh,
pleaded naivety in giving the
Indian bookmaker "wicket and
weather information” and were
censured and fined by the Aus-
tralian Cricket Board but es-
caped a suspension.

See page 15

Borm: 13 September 1969 Melbourne.
Test Debut: 1991-92 v India, Sydney.

TEST RECORD

82 Tests. 3.830 overs. 1,170 maidens. 9,239 runs. 356 wick-
ets. 25.95 average. Bast 8-71. 5-wickets 16. 10-wickets 4.

SEASON B

SEASON ANALYSIS

(Season, Opponent, Venue, Matches, Balls, Maidens, Runs,
Wkts Avrge, Five wickets in an innings, Ten wickets In a maltch,

Best figures):

2707 4/70

pr 2200 1150
18 5267 3
313 3130 7/52
26 1506 4/8
f &7 =1y o/82
06 16.94 6/31
07 1706 7156
336 240 4/86
504 200 6/136
548 2033 8
406
18

1042 7123

199192 Inda Aust 2 408
1902-93. Sn Lanka Slanka 2 28
1992-93 West Indes Aust 4 &0
1962-93 New Zealand N 3 &4
1963 Engand Engand 6 2639
1983 -94: New Zealand Aust 3 9B
1993.04 S Afnca Aust 3 1081
1893-.94 S Afica S Africa 3 1145
1984.95 Palistan Pakistan 3 1080
1884-96 England Aust 5 1537
190495 West Indes Windes 4 BB
995-96. Pakistan Aust 3 &0
199596 Sl Lanka Aust 3 OB
199697 West indes Aust 5 1300
1996-97 S Alnca SAlnca 3 78
1997 Engiand Engand 6 1423
199798 New Zealand Aust 3 1024
1967-98 S Afnca Aust 3 11283
1969798 Inda ida 3 10R
196899 England Aust 1 24
1998-99° West Indes Windes 3 5O
188800, Sn Lanka Slanka 3 337
1668-00 Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 1 319
1999.00: Pakistan Aust 3 ™
19668.00 Inda Aust 3 "
196600, New Zealand NZealand 1 2B
TOTAL: B 290

3608 4/71
554 4/95
.4 25 64
o 2404 6/48
476 205 5/88
417 28 6/34
540 5400 4/85
110 600 1/43
A8 13400 170
115 1438 5/52
137 22 83 3/68
370 3083 5/110

cREDNe YR BERBRBBB8IIB o
=

148

relaonndBaR2NopooNsds ¥ w

4188
20

0
0
1
0
1
1
2
0
2
2
0
1
0
Zm 0
0
1
1
2
0
0
0
1
0
1
0
0

10 G239 3% 2% B
TOP AUSSIE TEST BOWLERS

0
0
U
0
0
0
1
0
0
|
0
1
0
0
0 4/43
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
4

4/92
3/68
8T

(Collate as player, matches, wickets, average, best-bowling):
Shane Warne 82 356 25.95 BT
Dennis Lillee 70 355 23.92 7-83
Cralg McDermott 7] 291 28.63 8-97
Gilenn MceGrath 50 276 22.42 8-38
Richie Benaud 63 248 27.03 7-72
Graham McKenzie Gl 246 29.79 B-71
Ray Lindwall 61 228 23.03 7-38
Clarrie Grimmett 37 216 24.22 7-40
Merv Hughes 53 212 28.38 B.-87
Jelf Thomson b1 200 28.01 6-46

Non AC boxes

sold out
Sports Reporter

&% o

< lce d
cricket/ 7= Ceom
Cricket Week

2000

All the 22 non-air-condi-
tioned hospitality boxes at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-

dium, each costing Tk 40,000,
have been sold out for the forth-
coming limited-overs cricket
match between the Asia Eleven
and Rest of the World Eleven on
April 8.

The day-night exhibition ar-
ranged as part of the first World
Cricket Week, will be sponsored
by cricketnext.com.

This was disclosed by
Bangladesh Cricket Board
joint-secretary Mahmud Ul
Haq Manu last night.

Manu also revealed that al-
most all of the 20 air-condi-
tioned (AC) hospitality boxes
have been snapped up too. Each
costs Tk 50,000,

Pakistan's legendary left-
arm fast bowler Wasim Akram
will lead the Asians and former
West Indies captain Brian Lara
will skipper the World.

Tickets for the galleries will
be available at different city
brances of Al-Baraka Bank
three or four days before the
match.,

'Well done

/

Wamey
SYDNEY, Mar 15 (Reu-
ters/AFP): Australian fast

bowling legend Dennis Lille was
one of the first to offer his con-
gratulations to Shane Warnme af-
ter the leg-spinner broke his
record for the most Test wickets
by an Australian bowler,

‘It makes me smile that |
took It from one of the greatest
leg-spinners, Richie Benaud,
and now possibly the greatest
leg-spinner of them all has re-
peated the dose on me.

“Congrats, Warney. Well
done, keep it going, and I look
ferward to buying you a con-
gratulatory ale soon."

L)

S Africa pull one back

| FARIDABAD. In-
| dia. Mar 15: South
' Africa survived a

late wicket haul

by Sachin Ten-

h— — - — dulkar to register

their first win in the third

maltch of the five game one-day

series against India here
Wednesday, reports AFP.

The tourists won by two

wickets after notching up 251
for eight in reply to India’'s total
of 248.

Make-shift spin bowler Ten-
dulkar took four wickets to rip
apart the South African middle
order and turn the tide in
favour of India at the 40-over
Stn%e of the game.

ut a useful eighth-wicket
stand by wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher and Shaun Pollock
saw South Africa through the
danger, and Boucher hit the
winning boundary with two
overs to spare.

A century partnership be-
tween opener Gary Kirsten and
skipper Hansie Cronje laid the
foundation for the victory.

Kirsten scored 93 runs before
he was clean bowled by Ten-
dulkar, and man-of-the-match
Cronje played a crucial innings,
plundering 66 runs off 77 balls,
before he also fell to the former
Indian skipper, trapped leg be-
fore,

Tendulkar, who managed
only 12 with the bat, also took
the wickets of Lance Klusenes
and Nicky Boje to finish with
figures of four for 56.

"It was a tight game,” a re-
lieved Cronje said afterwards.

"Sachin's four wickets kept

them in the game near the end,
but the pitch played well and
248 was always an achievable
target.”

Indian skipper Saurav Gan-
guly said he was pleased with
his team's overall performance

"We played well, but we re-
ally needed to have made and
extra 20 to 25 runs in our in-
nings.” he said

India’s innings centered
around Rahul Dravid's 73 and
Ganguly who blasted 50 runs in
just 46 balls.

Ganguly, who hit an un-
beaten century in the last one-
dayer, showed no drop in form
swatting South African [fast
bowler Steve Elworthy for four
boundaries and later lofting
Cronje for a huge six

The Indian captain’'s heavy
hitting saw India pile on 61

' e, . o

CRONJE ... m-o-m

runs for the first wicket before
opening partner Sachin Ten-

dulkar was trapped leg before by
Pollock.

Ganguly was finally caught
behind off Elworthy for 56
runs, although television re-
plays suggested he had made no
contact with the ball.

South Africa soon applied
the brakes on India's brisk run
rate,

Mohammed Azharuddin
went for two edging a catch to
keeper Mark Boucher off
Jacques Kallis, while Jadeja
was caught by Kallis of a Cronje
delivery for 31

Spinner Sunil Joshi, who
was promoted in the batting or-
der, made a quick 23 runs be-
fore he was run out by Gibbs,
and Robin Singh met a similar
fate after making nine runs.

India lead the series 2-1.
with the fourth match to be
played in the western Indian
city of Baroda on Friday

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the third one-
day international between In-
dia

and South Alrica on

Wednesday:
INDIA

Ganguly c Boucher b Elworthy o
Tendulkar Ibw b Pollock 12
Dravid run out 3
Azharuddin ¢ Boucher b Kallis 2
Jadeja ¢ Kallis b Cronje 31
Joshi nun out 23
Singh run out 9
Dighe not out 17
Agarkar b Kallis 8
Extras: (b-1; Ib-4; nb-3; w-9) 17

Total: (For eight wickels in 50 overs) 248
Did not bat T.Kumaran,
A Kumble

See page 15

1 State Minister tor
Youth and Sports
" Obaidul Quader
. sald that the
Bangladesh Cric-
[ | ket Board (BCB)
would be reconstituted within
the next couple of months to
inject professionalism.

The state minister also re-
vealed that he was all for a
change in order to comply with
the demands of the interna-
tlonal cricket, while talking to
The Daily Star at the National
Sports Council (NSC) yesterday

evening.
“ We have to match the stan-
dard maintained by other

boards when the time comes to
play Test cricket, But in order to
that there needs to be major

Sports Reporter

changes in the make-up of the
Board,” said Quader.

" During a meeting with BCB
president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury and his director of
development Eddie Barlow to-
day they came up with a bril-
llant long-term pll;-m regarding
our cricket,

“ This is a very eflective 10-
year long plan to develop our
cricket to Test level. Our pri-
mary target is to place
Bangladesh within the top five
cricketing nations of the world
in the next five vears. And then
aim to be may be in the top
three in another five years,”
over-ambitious Quader stated.

He said that the physical
changes will start taking place
after the new budget in June.

Quader hints at changes in BCB

Praising the Barlow plan
Quader said it would lead our
cricket to a new era,

" We need to bring the play-
ers under Board's pay-roll and
for that we need funds,” He said.

About the revamping of the
Board, the State Minister said
that he needed to talk to the
Prime Minister first as this will
bring a major change in our
cricket arena.

“ There will be lot of pressure
from the divisional and district
organisers as it will be a small-
sized board it's not possible to
include everybody like in the
past.”

He also disclosed that the
NSC indoor gymnasium will be
modified to allow the cricketers
to train.



