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line with their goals and re-
sources. Educational institu-
tions should have e-commerce
in thelr curriculum and that
government should have long
term commlitment towards e-
commerce.

Tarun Mitra, Managin
rector of Aptech wo8S)
Bangladesh Ltd sald e-com-
merce has gained popularity as
it facllitates customised prod-
ucts.

Dell Computer enables cus-
tomers to select a machine ac-
cording to the configuration he

Di-

- Kalboishakhi likely

: ‘ : dd . most foreigners will

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty to forces along with Clinton's per- | of S WEEE B e 0 & n ine  Rot be interested in doing busi:
squally wind is likely at few places over [%:akath Sylhet, ; fonal izett_‘;ggr-s‘:lﬂl have a mo- ;j;fl P ness with you,” said Kamal.
(o] ces over | orcac . ' - C* y

g_ltt Ongdanl{?lR?JShd;wdil“smil:]stﬂdnag:x{:nlezoagzrsptﬂl 6 pm | Only people with special Mllliu‘ns of consumers can He, huwlzver.ksalc;ffi “)tr}?
arisal an uina sions yasses issued by the Special | enter a bhﬂIJ set up on the Net merce would take off in the
today. reports UNB. ¥ e any time, which would have re-  country despite all odds when a

Day temperature ma

remain nearly unchanged over the

country during the \3“1 , the Met Office said.
e

West or North

sterly Kalboishakhi squall speeding 60 to

70 kph is likely to occur at places over Dhaka and Sylhet
divisions and at the regions of Comilla and Noakhali in the

Nahid Ali Sultan, Charge d'Affaires of Iraq, addressing a discussion on "“UN Sanctions
Violate Universal Declaration of Human Rights" on Tuesday at a city hotel. — Star photo

Branch will be allowed into the
areas where Clinton will be at
the time.

However, members of the US
delegation will use their own

quired hundreds of shopkeepers
and a number of retail outlets.

Amir Khosru Mabhmud

Chowdhury, President of Chit-

businessman will find that he

is earning more by adopting

this new technology. .
Abdur Rahman Khan, who Is

e ik i di iction of sex workers pctnanasieiers ) | agong Stock Excange said e ChaeG ot Cunite R
In subsequent two days outlook, Met Office said weather may HC V_el' ICL 0L EV !C With a control cell mor Rl oot (BTTB) has to be a  Project of National Board of

improve gradually in next two days. But it maﬁvdetcriorate

further at the end of the period, it said in another

look.

e days out-

Yesterday's highest temperature of 33.4 degree Celsius was
recorded at Jessore and the lowest 15.8 degree Celsius at Sri-
mangal. The highest rainfall in the country was recorded al

Dhaka which was 107 mm.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.08 pm and rises to-

morrow at 6.07 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:
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Rahman Sonet, sports & cul-
tural secretary : Krishibid M
Sohrab Hossain, treasurer: Kr-
ishibid M Abul Hossain, mem-

Leaders of human rights or-

Welcoming the judgement, a
group of human rights leaders
termed it as victory but another
group said the victory is yet 1o
be achieved, as they (sex work-
ers) could not get their homes
back.

Sigma Huda, secretary gen-
eral of Bangladesh Society for

Enforcement of Human Rights
(BSEHR), observed that the

freedom and right to move-

illegal, but we want prostitution
be reduced with the passage ol
time by rehabilitating them-

selves through soclety and psy-

chologically,” she added.

She, however, mentioned
that judgement was not gone in
favour of the eviction, as it
could not be proved.

When asked, Sigma Huda,
the petition's counsel, said they

Leaders of Human Rights
organisations welcome

around at that time.

Shalish Kendra, filed the writ
petition challenging wholesale
eviction of sex workers of Tan-
bazar and Nimtoli and sent of a
part of them to government va-
grant home on August 1, 1999.

Thousands of sex workers
were evicted from Tanbazar and
Nimtoli brothels of Narayan-
ganj on July 24 and of them 267

ing the entire security mea-
sures, fire stations will be on
red alert for any emergency.

A combined Military Hospl-
tal will be fully prepared. How-
ever preparations at the Car-
diovascular Hospital, have been
cancelled.

The Power Development
Board and DESA have already
taken foolproof measures to en-

part of the process for the de-

velopment of IT and e-com-

merce in Bangladesh.

The slow speed is holding us
back from getting into Interna-
tional gateway. The lines have
to be converted into digital ones
to get a faster speed, he sald.

R M Khan, former president
of Dhaka Chamber of Com-

said.

Abdullah H Kafi, President
of Bangladesh Computer
Samity, echoed the statement of

Revenue, sald the country will
be marginalised if it does not
take the advantage of e-com-
merce. “India will sell goods to
the world buying those from
Bar;%ladtsh.'

ustafa Rafiqul Islam,
Managing Director of Flora
Systems Ltd., sald on-line
banking has to be addressed.
“Digital transaction and its se-

be able to handle such a huge
traffic on a day,” Islam pointed
out, explaining the benefit of €-
commerce,

From Page 1
has opened up a pretext to
award Block 9 to Tullow by tag-

Cabinet okays 3 PSCs

duct seismic survey in the block
in the first three years. But in
the PSC, there is no commit-

a eneral : udgement is the recognition of have to depend on the newspa- were sent to government va- ing.two- American. companies - ment by Unocal. This PSC will
mezgﬁg ‘g’fgs?}ﬂ;}i‘:mlm% Com- gir:u;;. Kr;?ﬂisbl‘il(ilbrdmaghl;?lig} {'hegsex workers and thgéif rights per clippings due to absence of  grant homes at Kashempur. Death annlversar %itl% it," he observed. ¢ virtually allow Unocal to do
pany (Bangladesh) Limited B;rma‘ Krishibid Shah M Za- | to -movement and right to . compliant from the landlord, The High Court today de- y Tullow's original proposal, nothing in Block 7 for five
(GSPB) was held recently at the l;d 1 Islam Chowdhury, Kr- | choice. and the government, and police clared the [.:rmfesaion of sex fD Al Al TN xc A th ata iR clal hABR A vedrs i% the government does
company's head office at Sena hiF H. “The judgement is a dynamic denied their act saying that workers "not illegal” and their O I CCIn-

Kalyan Bhaban in the city. says
a press release.

ishibid A K M Yousoof Harun,
Krishibid Dr A Mannan Miah,
Krishibid Dr M Tareque Hos-

in accordance with the consti-
tution ... right to law, right to

they have only picked up few
vagrant women roaming

eviction from Tanbazar-Nim-
toli brothels unlawful.

Razee today

for selecting the Irish company
as the best bidder for the block,
has  been drastically modified

rt, they said.
ive years, the
terminated if

not allow gas ex
However, after
PSC will stand

All the directors including  sain, Krishibid M Ahsanul The 15th death anniversary | now. Earlier, Tullow had of- Unocal does not implement any
the foreign directors were pre- qu{m, of Dr Aleem-Al Razee, noted | fered to drill 10 exploratory work programme.
sent in l%lle meeting. The meet-

ing reviewed the performance of
company and expressed its sat-
isfaction of the progress made
over the past year.

The company made a nel
profit of Tk 39.05 million in
1999. The Board of Directors
declared a dividend of 29 per
cent for the shareholders of the
company, and decided to go for
IPO and private placements in
the current year.
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BCCP

The third annual general
meeting of Bangladesh Centre
for Communication Pro-

ammes (BCCP) at the Hotel
urbani International in the
city on March 10. A fifteen-
member executive committee
for BCCP was elected, says a
press release.

Office bearers elected are: Dr
Kazi All Azam president, Dr

kr‘lgﬁtg' Aol *fi i\ﬂdp 156 2 Nazmw arta bra t281ddiqe < Dr

id Institutic
Dhaka city

Krishibid Institution, Dha-
ka city chapter election (2000-
2001) was held recently at KIB
campus. The new office ex-

Sukumar Sarker, vice-presi-
dents, Khondokar Aminul
Hoque, general secretary, Re-
hana Akhter, treasurer, Dr M
Golam Mostofa, assistant gen-
eral secretary, AK Shafique
Rahman, secretary [EC, Amin-

Speakers at a workshop on
'‘Bangladesh Environment Op-
eration Strategy’ yesterday em-
phasised the need for finding a
common framework to opti-
mise the country's environment
management ,"—"Pflfﬁ!lqﬂ; reports

| BSS.

A sustainable environmen-
tal protection and enhance-
ment pathway Is yet to be in
place. It is essential that all the
environment-focused agencies
within the government and
outside as well as all the bilat-

environment managemeinl
projects in a coordinated way
considering the dire necessity
of addressing the issue. All op-
erational agencies must priori-
tise their projects on the baslis
of reality whether, the project is
bigor small;he said 7 -
Referring to the Gorai river
restoration project funded by
the government and the World
Bank, Dr Huda said donors were
not initially interested in such
projects considering the size
and involvement. But later, the

Need for common framework for
environment management stressed

it is critical that the identified
environment problems be ade-
quately prioritised and re-
sources be allocated efficiently.

The workshop would help in
developing an environment op-
erational strategy to guide the

' ADB'in Bangladesh for‘the next

three to six years! 'Dr
Suphaphiphat said adding that
ADB is helping Bangladesh to
preserve its environment her-
itage and improve the well be-
ing of its people through better
environmental management.

politician, jurist, educationist
and social reformer, who died
15 years ago on March 15, will
be observed today with due
solemnity, reports UNB.
Throughout his chequered
life spanning over 61 years, Dr
Razee championed the cause of
democracy and advocated the
rights of the oppressed, waging
a relentless struggle to foster
rule of law, justice and equality

in society.
Discussion meetings.on the

life and works of Razee will be

organised, among others, by

Sandhani National Eye Dona-
tion Society, Tangail Zila
Samity, City Law College, Na-
garpur Government College

(founded by Razee), Dr Aleem Al

wells in the first three years.
Now, the PSC seeks to drill
three exploratory wells only.
The PSC for Block 7 to be
signed with Unocal has been
termed "meaningless” by some
oil sector experts. In its original
proposal, Unocal had commit-
ted to drill three wells and con-

ZIA shut down

From Page 1
flight.

The airport resumed opera-
tions at 1:54
landed vesterday. The first to
land was on an Aeroflot flight
from Moscow.

Total chaos prevailed at the

pm. Sixteen flights

"It is strange that we are
signing this PSC with Unocal
for Block 7, which is basically a
five-year lease for nothing.”
commented an expert.

The only PSC which stuck to
the original proposals is the
one being signed with Pangaea
Being the lone bidder for Block
8. Pangaea had proposed 1o in-
vest some 13 million US dollars
in the three-year Initial Opera-
tion Period (IOP) to conduct
seismic survey in 800 km area
and drill an exploratory well
The PSC would have two-year
extension twice if operations
are successful.

Unocal, Shell, Ocean Energy,
UMC, Tullow. Okland and
Cairn are already operating in

. . T airport when the Civil Aviation , : -

ecutives are: President Kr- nul Arefen, secretary, resource | eral and multilateral donors Project was undertaken which - - R oo AR mlﬂmf“‘f of Bangladesh failed blacksils, 18, 8 e (e
ishibid Dr Sarder Abul Basher, generation, members: Dr San- | must work in a common upgraded the environment of ~ DrQh Ahmed {acptifiec Ia- | Tangall, Narl Muktl Sangsads | § S -t e runway after the in- 2nd 23 under PSCs. Among
vice presidents: Krishibid Mo- wanul Bari, Mamtaj Shirin, | framework for waste minimi- South-eastern region of the jor environmental problems | Bangladesh Peoples League and | T "% : these companies, Cairn discov-

tahar Hossain Chowdhury and
Krishibid Dr Mahbubul Alam
Khaja. genera] secretary: Kr-
ishibid G M Faruk Dawn, assis-
tant general secretary: Kr-
ishibid A-H M Rezaul Hagq
Chowdhury, social welfare sec-

retary: Krishibid Tasdiqur
—

Shaheed Hossain, Dr ABM
Akhter Hamid., Khodeza Bilkis,
Selina Chowdhury, Rehan Ud-

‘din Ahmed.

The day-long programme
ended with an attractive raffle
draw and colourful cultural
function.

|'
:
|
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3r0 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The newly-elected office-bearers of the Bangladesh
Centre for Communications Programme (BCCP).

Concern Bangladesh, an Ireland-based International

NGO organised a dissemination seminar,

"Need

Assessment Survey of the Disadvantaged Women and
Children in the Urban Areas of Bangladesh” on March
13 at IDB Bhavan Auditorium. The survey was

conducted by

Resgearch Evaluation Associates for

Development (READ) to have an insight into the
conditions of sex workers, street children and persons
with disabilities in eight urban areas of Bangladesh.

Seen in the

picture are (L to R) Dr Shahnewaz A Khan,

Head of Health, Nutrition and Socially Disadvantaged
People's Programme (SDPP), Ms Aine Fay, Country
Director, Concern Bangladesh, chairperson Mr Mir
Shahabuddin, DG, Department of Social Welfare, chief

guest and Dr Syed Jahangeer Haider,

investigator of the study.
.

principal

sation and effective output, they
opined.

Asian Development Bank
(ADB) in collaboration with
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
(BUP) organised the two-day
workshop that began yesterday
at BIAM auditorium in the city.

Water Resources Secretary
Dr ATM Shamsul Huda, Resi-
dent Representative of ADB Dr.
Phiphit Suphaphiphat and
Chairman of BUP Dr Quazi
Khaliquzzaman Ahmed spoke
at the inaugural session.

Dr ATM Shamsul Huda
called upon the environment-
focused donors to undertake

country.

Dr Huda said called upon the
donors to work for managing
river erosion which is one of
the major environment related
problems in the country mak-
ing thousands of people rootless
and creating new slums every
vear. All coastal zone manage-
ment projects must be inte-

rated for better output and re-
guce wastage, Dr Huda said and
asked the environment related
agencies to undertake projects
that affecting life and living of
the country's people.

Dr Phiphit Suphaphiphat
said environment problems are
many and resources limited, so

faced by Bangladesh include se-
vere population pressure, natu-
ral calamities, arsenic contam-
ination of ground water, deple-
tion of forests, declining yields
of capture fishery, water and air
pollution, and global warming.

The workshop splits into
five technical sessions includ-
ing an opening, which would be
chaired by Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury, Dr Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury, Prof Igbal Mah-
mud, Dr lan Swingland, Prof K
B Sajjadur Rasheed and Dr A M
A Muhit. About 60 participants
from government, donors and
NGOs are taking part in the
workshop.

From Page 1

workers and putting a part of
them into the government va-
grant homes are without lawful
authority and without any
sanction of law.,"” the court said
in its verdict.

The sex workers were evicted
in the early. hours of July 24
last year.

A division bench of the High
Court comprising Justice Mo-
hammad Fazlul Karim and
Justice Mohammad Abdul Wa-
hab Miah delivered the judge-
ment.

The writ petition challeng-
ing the wholesale eviction was
filed on August 1, 1999 by five
human rights organisations.

The petition was moved by
advocate Sigma Huda while
Deputy Attorney General
Obaidur Rahman Mustafa with
assistant attorney general
Mushflqur Rahman Khan con-
tested the rule for the govern-
ment.

Although the judgement le-

Milad Mahfil

A milad mahfil

P.S. Nababgon|,
Dhaka, ex-stu-
dent of Dhaka

University and former Manag-
ing Consultant of ICL — the
foremost British Computer

be held today after Magrib
w'ayers at 16/4 Rankin Street,

arl, says a press release,

Ahsan Ahmed died of car-
diac arrest on February 6 and
was lald to rest of February 11
at Merton & Sutton Cemetery,
Garth Road, Morden, Surrey,
London (UK).

He left behind his widow, a

son, a daughter and a host of

relatives and friends to mourn
his death.

Manufacturer in London, will

galised the profession, sex
workers have to continue legal
battle for the possession of
their deserted homes.

The court observed that
there is no scope of restoring
the possession of the evicted sex
workers of Tanbazar and Nim-
toli in writ jurisdiction. Rather,
the evicted women can go to the
appropriate forum (Civil Court)
to get back the possession of
their houses.

The court also observed that
the prolession of sex workers is
not illegal since they do it to
earn a living and they could
only be rehabilitated if they de-
sired. Otherwise, they should
not be forced to stop doing their
job.

It directed the home secre-
tary, the social welfare secre-
tary and the director general of
socfal services to release im-
mediately the sex workers of
Tanbazar and Nimtoli who are
being held In the government
va%mnt homes. A copy of the
judgement was sent to them for
necessary actions.

The court observed that the
right to life, as guaranteed by

Sultana Nipun,
daughter of no-
ted business-
man and JSD
leader late Be-
layet Hossain
Chowdhury,
will be held today after Asr

rayers at her residence at

ouse No B8B-A/3, Block-C,
Tajmahal Road (n Moham-
madpur in the city,

Farhana died of cardlac ar-
rest on March 13 last, She was
23.

Friends, relatives and ad-
mires have been requested to at-
tend the qulkhwanl and pray
for the salvation of the departed
soul,

|
Wl

HC: Eviction of sex workers

31, could be treated as the right
to livelihood, which is a fun-
damental right that cannot be
taken away except in accor-
dance with due process of law.

‘The right to livelihood of
the sex workers is enforceable
as a fundamental right.”

The High Court further held
that eviction of the sex workers
was carried out with the help of
the police at the insistence of a
vested “corner.”

"No code of conduct as to how
police will act has yet been for-
mulated by the government in
spite of earlier {indings by the
same bench in connection with
another writ petition,” the court
said.

The court said attempted re-
habilitation of sex workers of
Daulatdia and Rajbari by the
government should be done
with their consent.

"Sex workers, being citizens
of the country, are having free-
dom of movement and their
rights of movement should not
be curtailed by confining them
to the vagrant home or any
other forcible means.”

Sharif's lawyers
return to trial

KARACHI, Mar 14: After two
days of pleading, deposed pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif today told
the court that his lawyers have
agreed to end their boycott and
defend him In his hijacking
trial, reports AP,

Judge Rehmetullah Husseln
Jallri adjourned the proceed-
ings until Monday to give Shar-
If's lawyers Hime to meet their
client and prepare their closing
arguments, which they will give
next week.

Bandhan Blood Donation Soci-
ety.

" Dr Aleem-Al Razee Memo-
rial Council will place wreaths
and offer fateha at Razee's
graveyard in Banani, feed or-
phans and hold milad mahfil
today.

Clinton: Itinerary
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would only like to see the pro-

jects run by Grameen Bank and

BRAC.

It was learnt that the US
President was “very keen™ to
meet Grameen Bank chief Dr
Yunus and see at least one pro-

ject in Grameen’s home ground.
Clinton and Hillary have

publicly admired micro-credit
programmes in Bangladesh run
by NGOs and have made fre-

quent mention of Dr Yunus in
this regard.
Clinton's 'meet the
place at a change venue now.
Prime Minister
Hasina along with her team

will hold talks with President

Clinton and his team. The talks

are expected to last for an hour,
to be preceded by a customary
tete-e-tete. No joint commu-
niqué will be issued at the end
of the visit.

Leader of the Opposition Be-
gum Khaleda Zia would have a
25-minute meeting with the US
President at his Songargaon
Hotel suite,

The proposal of conferring

Honorary Doctorate degree on
Clinton by Dhaka University
could not be confirmed.

Responding to a question in
this regard, the fureiFn secre-
tary said the US President is vet
to approve |it.

He is expected to be present
at the signing of three PSCs
with US oil companies prior to
the official talks.

Sources said that govern-
ment was unhappy over some of

mony to the importance the
United States attaches to
Bangladesh, a democratic and a
punce-lmrinﬁ country.

"We are deeply committed to
peace at home, in the region and
in the global arena at large”,

Karl Inderfurth, US Assis-
tant Secretary of State, at a
briefing in Washington recently
sald Clinton’s main cb‘jectim to
visit Bangladesh will be “to
recognise, reciprocate, and re-
inforce a tradition of friendship
and cooperation with Bangla-
desh”.

Inderfurth termed Bangla-
desh as “one of the leading
moderate Muslim democracies
in the world.”

press’
programme is likely to take

Sheikh

Authority technicians ma-
naged to tow the aircraft to a
hangar.

Authority personnel re-
fused to discuss the incident.
The people who answered the
telephone at the authority's se-
curity section at 8:30 pm hung
up.

Malaysian Airline officials
were not available for com-
ment. However, aviation sour-
ces said a team of Malaysian
Airlines technicians arrived in
Dhaka from Singapore last
night. They are expected to fix
the wheels. Flight MH 197
should leave at 8 am today.

Bangladesh Biman's sched-
uled flights were delayed or di-
verted to Sylhet and Chit-
tagong. Flights from Jeddah
and London landed at Chit-
tagong Airport in the morning
and returned in the afternoon.

Saudia flight SD 804, which
went to Bangkok, and Kuwait
Airways KU 281, which diverted
to Calcutta, are expected to land
at 12:30 pm and 6:30 am respec-
tively, sources said.

A British Airways f{light,
which could land on Monday
aftermoon due to bad weather,
landed vyesterday afternoon.

Road mishaps

From Page 1

Kazipara graveyard in Sujana-
gar thana yesterday.

Witnesses and police said the
Ishwardi-bound night coach
from Dhaka overturned on
Pabna-Nagarbari highway after
its driver braked hard as two
cows came onto the road in
front of him at about 1.30 am.

Two of the passengers who
were travelling on the rooftop
of the bus and its driver died on
the spot. Three others suc-
cumbed to their injuries at Su-
jangar Hospital.

he dead were identified as
Monnu, 40, Abdul Aziz, 50, Ab-

mitted to Pabna General Hospi-

tal and Sujanagar Health Com-
plex in critical condition.

Passengers alleged that some
local people looted their valu-
ables after the accident.

In Gaibandha, two police-
men were Killed in a road acci-
dent at Baluaghat in Gobinda-
gan] thana yesterday.

Witnesses sald constables

Amir Hossain, 45 and Rezaul

Karim, 45, died on the spot

when a pickup van of Kalitala

police collided with a truck at

about 5:30 am.

The bodies were sent to a lo-

cal hospital for autopsy.

Police arrested the truck

driver and seized the truck,

A

ered the Sangu gas field in 1996
This field is now operated by
Shell. Unocal (formerly Occi-
dental) developed the Jalalabad
Gas Field (discovered by
Schimitar in late eighties] and
discovered the Bibiyana gas
field

Sangu and Jalalabad fields
are now supplying gas to the
national grid. The other oil

companies are yet to make any

breakthrough in their explo-
ration activities. Backed by the
World Bank, the oil companies
are now putting pressure on the
government to allow them to
export gas to India.

Musclemen
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camels brought from Rajstan in
India. Traders at Gabtoli said
unlike in previous years, Sev-
eral hundred camels have been
brought this year. Many of the
camels at Gabtoli were seen ex-
hausted and bearing signs of
long and arduous joummey. |

The asking price of a camel
colourfully garlanded and deco-
rated with clothes was Tk
75,000 at Gabtoli market. A cu-
rious crowd gathered around
the desert ship.

Asking prices of average
bulls at different city markets
ranged from Tk 10,000 "to
20.000. Traders said the prices
rallied around last years. .

"Rearing sacrificial animals
is no longer a lucrative busi-
ness. Cattle feeds are expensive,
grazing spaces are hard to {ind
and at the end, the mastaans
take away our hard earned
money,” a farmer who reared 20
bulls over the last one year told
this correspondent at Kamlapur
cattle market yesterday.

Opinion Poll
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Finally, it has been dis-
cussed widely in Bangladesh
press that President Clinton
would request the government
of Bangladesh to allow trade
union activities in export’' pro-
cessing zones (EPZ). The poll
found that Dhaka people are di-
vided on this issue. Of the re.
spondents, 53.9 per cent think
that labour union activities
should be allowed in EPZ areas
since it was a basic right of the
workers. On the other hand.
46.1 per cent think that the idea
of allowing union activities in-
side EPZ areas’ would not be
good for Bangladesh. The mar-
gin of error {n all the questions
is 4 per cent.
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