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Workshop on
orchid export
held

A day-long workshop on
"potential of Commercial Pro-
duction of Orchid for Export”
organised by Hortex Founda-
tion was held at BARC confer-
ence room in the city yesterday,
says a press release.

"Hortex Foundation
(Horticultural Export Develop-
ment Foundation) Is a project of
the Ministry of Agriculture for
the development, promotion
and marketing ol exportable
horticultural produces.

The workshop was presided
over by Abul Quasem, Managing
Director of the Foundation. The
members of the Bangladesh Or-
chid Society, Bangladesh
Flower Growers and Exporters
Association, researchers, ex-
tensionists, officials of NGOs
and private entrepreneurs at-
tended the workshop.
| Four technical papers were
!- presented in the workshop by M

Ahsanullah, National Produc-

tion Specialist, Hortex Founda-

tion, Major (Retd) Igbal Ali,
.- Member, Orchid Society, M
3 Sanaullah Mollah, Principal
'" Scientific Officer, BARI, Joy-
debpur, Gazipur and Krst
Weening, International Mar-
keting Specialist, Hortex Foun-
dation.

All the speakers spoke on
high potentials of export of
Denrobium Orchid as cut-flow-
ers from Bangladesh.

Dr Quasem said this organi-
sation is providing technical
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SYLHET, Mar 14: The coun-
try's tea production. which
started much ahead of the sea-
son this yvear because of early
rain, may witness a 20 per cent
increase thanks to the
favourable weather, industry
sources said.

An official of the
Bangladesh Tea Research Insti-
tute said after a prolonged dry
spell during the beginning of
the season, the much awaited
rain has brought hopes for a
better yield.

Normally, the tea season
starts from the end of March
when rain starts pouring and
tea garden labourers get busy
p]uctirlg leaves.

Over the last few years. pro-
duction suffered due to unprece-
dented dry spells. The [Jlllt‘klll?
could not start even in Apri
last year due to* inclement
weather and absence of rain.
The dry spells during 1980 to
1996 badly hit the new planta-
tions en about 5,000 hectares ol
land.
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But the Sylhet region experi-
enced rain even in late January
this year and as a result most of
tea pardens were ready for
1lucting leaves from late
I“L‘hru;lr}".

“This is something extraor-
dinary,” said a leading tea
planter. “Besides, the attack of
Red Blast disecase Is also very
negligible.” _

he source further said the
tea planters this year are opti-
mistic after last year's produc-
tion deficit of 12 million kg.
This meant a 22 per cent pro-
duction shortfall, said an offi-
clal of the Bangladesh Tea Re-
search Institute at Srimangal,

The tea researchers now see
every possibility of exceeding
the production target this year
if it rains on an average 75 mil-
limetre a month till the end of

April or May.

Safwan Chowdhury, a lead-
ing tea planter and Managin
Director of M Ahmed Tea &
Lands Company Limited, told
The Dally Star that tea prospect

Early rain brightens
tea prospects

20 per cent rise in production likely

was better this year after a long
gap.

The source further sald that
the severe drought-like situa-
tion last year hit 58 lakh nurs-
ery plants, while matured
plants on about 2500 hectares,
immature plants on 500
hectares and old plants on 700
hectares also suffered badly.

The multinational compa-
nies managed limited artificial
Irrigation, but the locally-
owned tea gardens failed to take
any measure.

Two multinational compa-
nies — James Finlay and Dun-
can Brothers had 22 per cent

production shortfall while the
National Tea Company (NTC)
had 19 per cent drop, the source
added. [Jurhlf{ 1999, the produc-
tion of locally-owned tea es-
tates was 35 per cent less than
that of the previous year.

Besides, large-scale felling
of shade-trees In the tea estates
also led to the dip in tea produc-
tion, the source added.

assistance for the growers and
exporters of horticultural erops
to capture foreign markets. "We
have already established de-
mand of our produces including
French bean, okra, green chilli
and baby pineapple in the in-
ternational markets to some
extent,” he said.

During July-October 1999,
more than one metric ton ot
tube rose cut flower were ex-
ported under the technical as-
sistance.

GP ad campaign
takes to air
in Sylhet

GrameenPhone Limited air-
dropped leaflets in Sylhet re-
cently as part of its "Hello Syl-
het” advertising campaign, says
a press release.

Earlier on February 24,
Speaker Humavun Rashid
Chowdhu¢! fornfall$ ‘Il nched
the GrameenPhone service in
Sylhet by calling Khalid
Shams, Chairman of the Board
of GrameenPhone, in Dhaka at
a simple ceremony at the Cir-
cuit House.

On March 9, an Air Parabaf
aircraft dropped the leaflets
over Sylhet town in the after-
noon. This is perhaps for the
first time that advertising ma-
terials were dropped from-an
aircraft in the country.

The GP ad campaign created
a lot of curiosity among the
people of Sylhet and it was the
talk of the town. Earlier during
the launching of GP's service in
Sylhet, a huge outdoor advertis-
ing campaign was also taken up
in the divisional headquarters.
Posters, buntings, banners and
billboards were used in the ad
campaign to provide the launch
a festive atmosphere

Meanwhile, the GP-GP prod-
uct, mobile-to-mobile service,
has received good response in
Sylhet. It has been able to meet
the telecommunication needs of
the people of the divisional
headquarters. It has allowed
them to communicate with peo-
ple within and outside Sylhet.

Partex Beverage

manufactures
PET bottles

Partex Beverage is manufac-
turing PET bottles and packag-
ing carbonated beverage in PET
nion-returnable bottles, says a
press release.

This will be done by using
the latest PET Blow Molding
Machinery, imported from
Germany.

PET has proven to be the
safest, hygienic, convenient
and unbreakable medium for
packaging food and beverage.

Partex Beverage Ltd, sole
agent of RC Cola International
(USA), began with a mission to

provide its customers with
more and more value in the
safest medium possible.

RC is getting closer to mak-
ing this mission a reality, by
introducing our present line of
getting closer to making this
mission a reality, by introduc-
Ing our present line of products
(Cola, Royal Orange, Cludy
Lemon & Upper Ten) in 1 Itr and
1.5 Itr PET non-returnable bot-
tles. In addition to this, the
company also plans to add
some more relishing flavours.

RC Cola International was
the first company In the world
to introduce Diet Cola for
health conscious people. Partex
Beverage is going to add one of
the flavours to Its line which is
called Diet RC. It s the only
zero Calorie Cola in the world.

Bank holiday

Bangladesh Bank and all
scheduled banks will remain
closed on March 16, 17 and 18
on the oceasion of Eid-ul-Azha
and birth anniversary of Fa-
ther of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur ahman,
reports UNB.

Outshining the lacklustre
achievements of state-run
commercial banks, two spe-
cialised banks performed well
in disbursing and recovering
farm credits with their average
rate stood at 48 and 55 per cent
respectively till February, says
UNB.

Their total disbursement till
February of the current finan-
cial year reached Tk 1540 crore
while recovery amounted to Tk
1870 crore, against the targets

of Tk 3331 crore and Tk 3094
crore respectively.

Disbursement of agricul-
tural leans has tloublenf since
fiscal 1998-99 under the gov-
erfiment's post-flood agricul-

tural rehabilitation
gramme.

Agricultural loans have been
channeled through the two spe-
cialised agriculture banks, four
NCBs, Bangladesh Samabaya
Bank Ltd and Bangladesh Rural
Development Board.

Private banks, however, re-
frained from lending to farmers
despite repeated calls from the
government for contributing to
agricultural recovery and rural
economy.

A meeting of the cominittee
for monitoring and evaluation
of agriculture loan at national
level, chaired by Finance Min-
isteriShah'A M:S Ribrid¢ ' Men-

pro-

day evaluated 'this veéar's'farm !

Specialised banks make good
progress in farm loan recovery

loan recovery

The two specialised agricul-
tural banks — Bangladesh Kr-
ishi Bank (BKB) and Rajshahi
Krishi Unnayan Bank (RAKUB)
that shared the bulk of the tar-
geted loan disbursement and re-

covery, performed better com-
pared to four nationalised
commercial banks,

BKB disbursed Tk 937 crore
and RAKUB Tk 226 crore till
February, both achieving 65 per
cent of their respective targets
of Tk 1450 crore and Tk 350
crore. Disbursement rate of
Sonali, Janata, Agranl and Ru-
pall Banks ‘averaged only a pal-
try 35 per cent.

paign recently.
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GrameenPhone air-drops leaflets in Sylhet as part of its "Hello Sylhet" advertising cam-

— GP photo

IRRI sees bright |

rice production
prospect in
Bangladesh

Bangladesh has a bright
prospect of Increased rice pro-
duction, said Ronald P Cantrell,
Director General of Manlla-
based International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI), reports
UNB.

“The country has good scien-
tists, research institutes and
political commitment, but (it
needs more money for re-
search," he told newsmen at IR-
Rl's Dhaka office yesterday be-
fore leaving for Manila ending
a six-day visit to Bangladesh,

Cantrell, who arrived here
Thursday to get acquainted
with the rice growing condition
in Bangladesh, exchanged views
with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and officials concerned.

The IRRI Director General
sald Bangladesh is a unique
country for wide variety of rice.
The country needs technology
for each variety of rice.

He sald Bangladesh's re-
search system is Inadequate
and BRRI doesn't have the nec-
essary funds for carrying out
research.,

Cantrell, however, lauded
the research work done by local
scientists and sald they should
be provided with more re-
sources,

He said the country had been
successful in the past and it now
requires more attention to meet
the growing demand. He sug-
gested that Bangladesh go for
selected variety of rice.

[TS workshop
on PSI held

A workshop on 'Pre-ship-
ment Inspection Procedure'
(PSI) was held at a city hotel on
Monday, says a press release,

Organised by Intertek Test-
ing Services (ITS)., the work-
shop was attended by some 100
officials from various com-
mercial banks and other fi-
nancial institutions.

The purpose of the workshop
was to familiarise the con-
cerned officials with the proce-
dural aspects of the PSI pro-
gramme,

ITS, the world's largest
product and commodities certi-
fication and testing services,
has been appointed by the NBR
to issue CRF for imports from
45 countries including China
and, Europgan states falling .in
Zong "A", .

'

Speaking on the occasion,

Abul Quasem, Member
(Customs) of the National Board
of Revenue, said that the success
of the newly-introduced
mandatory PSI programime
would depend on efficient han-
dling of import and other rele-
vant documents by the com-
mercial banks.

Expeditious and quick
clearance of imports is one of
the major objectives behind in-
troduction of the PSI system, he
added.

Quasem suutht cooperation
of all concerned to check eva-
sion of tax through under in-
voicing and "technical smug-
gling" and thereby help raise

the government's revenue earn-
ings.

He said the NBR officials
would be available for givin
any clarification on procedura
aspects and gave the assurance
that lacunas in this regard
would be removed in consulta-
tion with all concerned.
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(From right to left) M Zulfiquar Hussain, Manager, HR and Corporate Affairs, Nestle
Bangladesh Ltd, Ramakanta Bhattacharjee, Business Head, Aptech Bangladesh, Zeeshan
Rahman Khan, Vice President of Architecture, ESchoolnet.com, Rezwan Bin Farouq, Ex-
ecutive Director of Axiom Technologies Ltd, TIM Nurul Kabir, Managing Director, Tech-
noVista Ltd,and Abdullah H Kafi, President, Bangladesh Computer Samity, are seen at
Career Seminar for the Software Engineers of the 21st Century organised by Aptech
Computer Division at BIAM in the city on Sunday.

— Aptech photo

First Bangladeshi portaf

web site launched

People all over the world
will be able to buy products
made by remote indigent people
of the country through the first
Bangladeshi portal web site,
Bangla2000.com, which was
formally launched yesterday.

“With the introduction of
on-line services, Bangla2000.-
com will change the shape of
trading for Bangladeshi goods,”
saild Salimullah Rawnak,

President and Chief Techno-
logical Officer of the web site.
Bangla2000.com will pro-
vide 'a one-point aceess to the-
vast resources of the Internet,

Star Business Report

he sald.

The portal web sites provide
the platform for exchanging in-
formation and commodities for
people, Rawnak said.

."One can get information
about virtually everything, re-
ceive news updates and get any
product or service through the
web site,” he said.

The site was launched by a
group of enthusiastic young
computer professional of the
country.

Describing varjgus aspects
of the site, Rawnak said it will

help reduce surfing through a
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Intertek Testing Services (ITS) organised a workshop on
"Pre-Shipment Inspection Procedure” at Hotel Sonar-
gaon on Monday. Abul Quasem, Member (Customs), Na-
tional Board of Revenue.and Ian Betenson, General
Manager of ITS (Bangladesh) Ltd, were present in this

workshop.

— ITS photo

whole bunch of web sites to get
to the desired location. The site
is customised to meet the need
of Bangladeshi people.

Commerce Minister Abdul
Jalil, who attended the function
as the chief guest, said the use of
Internet and e-commerce is in-
creasing day by day for its wide
and enriched features.

Describing the importance
of e-commerce, the minister
said the contribution of Inter-
net to trade and commerce is

4 3
. ¥
CAAN Ty

dnormons. - oo f L

He said the volume of-con-
sumar trading through g-com-
merce came to some US $4 bil-
lion last Christmas in USA
alone.

Describing wvarious steps
taken by the government for the
development of e-commerce,
the minister said: "The gov-
ermment has made a courageous
decision to deregulate V-SAT
business.

This will help the internet
service providers of the country
to choose their own VSATs at
competitive rates, he said.

“The decision will reduce our
Internet cost drastically and
will let the people get integrated
with the world economy.”

Dr. Ronald Hicks, Resident
Representative of International
Monetary Fund (IMF)., Dr.
Chowdhury Mofijur Rahman,
Head of Department of Com-
puter Science and Engineering
of BUET and Mehedi M Hassan,
Chief Executive Officer of
Bangla2000.com also attended
the function.

Opinion

Director-General of Inspec-
tion (Taxes) is an authority un-
der the Income Tax Ordinance,
1984 (subsequently referred to
as Ordinance). He is in charge of
inspection activities of the
Taxes Department. He is the
head of the Directorate of In-
spection. (Clause (25) of Section
2 of the Ordinance defines Di-
rector-General of Inspection as
meaning

Bl .. a person appointed to
be a Director-General of Inspec-
tion (Taxes) under section 3,
and except for the purpose of
section 117, includes a person
appointed for the purpose of
this Ordinance to be an Addi-
tional Director-General of In-
spection (Taxes), a Deputy Di-
rector-General of Inspection
(Taxes), or an Assistant Direc-
tor of Inspection (Taxes).”

Section 6 of the Ordinance
has earmarked the areas of op-
erations’ of the Director-Gen-
eral. Clause (aa) of the Section
says that he shall perform the
following functions, namely:-

(1) carry out inspection of in-
come tax cases;

(il) investigate or cause in-
vestigation to Be carried out In
respect of cases involving leak-

taxes;

(ill) carry out audit of cases
of offices Involving Income tax
cases only;

about the working
tax offices dealin
matters to the

oard by the

lowing

year to which it relates; and
(v) such other functions as

l may be assigned to them by the

age of revenue or evasion of

(lv) furnish annual report
of Income
with revenue

thirty first day of December fol-
the end of the financial

Board.

This gentleman i.e. Director-
General of Inspection is big
news these days in the news
media. For the last couple of
months Directorate of Inspec-
tion of the Taxes Department is
at the centre of a heated contro-
versy. The stormm has now
galned momentum. The con-
cerned authority it seems, is
hell-bent in its decision to abol-
ish the Directorate. Bangladesh
Civil Service (Taxation) Asso-
ciation on the other hand, is
putting stiff resistance to the
abolition move and now has
thrown down the gauntlet to the
court of the authority by allow-
ing it time to withdraw the abo-
lition order within one month.
Passed at an emergency special
general meeting of the associa-
tion held on March 4, 2000 the
unanimous resolution asked
the authority to rescind the
abolition order, or the BCS
(Taxation) Association would
take recourse to movements.

All these are unfortunate
events.

Inspection activities are part
and parcel of tax assessment
works. A large number of su-
pervisory officers are Known as
inspecting authorities In the
Taxes Department. Taxes De-
partment in one form or other,
is Inexistence in the Sub-conti-
nent for a period extending over
one hundred and fifty years. All
along the time .‘H)an. inspecting
authorities had always been
functioning informally in the
Taxes Department. With the
passage of time and In apprecia-
tion of the necessities, formal
recognition was accorded to in-

spection jobs by incorporat-
ing/inserting the legal provi-
sions in the Statute Books. As
for example, Indian Parliament
by inserting clause (6) in section
2 of the Income Tax Act 1922 by
Finance Act, 1953, formalised
the informal functioning of the
inspecting officers for many
years. Likewise, Pakistan with
its independence felt the need
and incorporated the words
"Director of Inspection" by the
Finance Act, 1955 in its Income
Tax Statute book. By various
devloution and evolution the
office is now designated as Di-
rectorate of Inspection and it is
headed by a Director-General.
All these exerclses have been
undertaken in Pakistan period
in order to meet the legal and
administrative requirement ol
the Directorate of Inspection —
a branch of the then Central
Board of Revenue.

Following the emergence of
Bangladesh, the same need was
felt by the authority, So, the Di-
rectorate of Inspection was cre-
ated as a branch of the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) with its
independent and separate exis-
tence. Flesh and muscle were
added to the Directorate by in-
serting clause (aa) In section 6
of the Ordinance and then sub-
stituting and finally re-substi-
tuting the clause in 1997,

All these developments In
the Inspection firmament of the
Taxes Department down the
memory-line of history books
are well-known phenomena.
Knowledgeable circles are well-
aware of these parameters. Na-
tional Board of Revenue, being
the central policy making or-
ganisation In the taxation

By M Tofazzal Hossain

world has all along been party
to these developments. How
then, they could now take a de-
cision completely opposite to
the currents of history? This
appears misleading and a little
bit confusing. It is reported that
on the basis of Administrative
Reform Committee report, abo-
lition decision has been taken.
We shall have to assume that
sufficient information and
knowledge have not found ex-
pression in this type ol recom-
mendations. We would ask the
relevant authority to re-exam.-
ine the said report once again
before taking a hasty decision.

Let us now give a small re-
sume of the functioning of the
Inspection Directorate in India,
Pakistan being our immediate
predecessor, we would then
make a detailed analysis of the
inspection structure there and
its functioning. We would con-
clude our discussion by making
reference to our Directorate of
Inspection and its relevance in
the present day context of our
existence.

Director of Inspection
(Director-General in our par-
lance) in India constitutes a
new category of Income-tax au-
thority introduced in 1953.
Thﬂu%h functioning informally
over the decades, this set of in-
specting authority
formal recognition by Inserting
clause (6) in section 2 of the In-
come Tax Act, 1922, Director of
Inspection is appointed by the
Central Government and he is
subject to the control of the
Board of Direct Taxes. Director
of Inspection In India Is compe-
tent to perform any function of
any other Income tax authority,

was glven

his functions being assigned to
him by the Board. He has the
same powers that an Income
Tax Officer has in the matter of
making an enquiry under the
Income Tax Act, 1961.

Director of Inspection there,
has some powers also under the
provisions of Section 132 and
135 of the Income Tax Act,
1961.

In Pakistan, Directorate
General of Inspection (Direct
Taxes) is a step higher than that
of the Directorate of Inspection
in Bangladesh. The Directorate
is autonomous of the Central
Board of Revenue and unlike
Bangladesh, is headed by a very
senior member of the Central
Board of Revenue. The Direc-
torate has jurisdiction all over
the country and performs and
exercises functfons and powers

as clearly stipulated in the Law
Book. In addition, the Direc-
torate is under obligation to
furnish an Annual Report about
the working of the Income Tax
Offices to the Central Board of
Revenue by the thirty-first day
of December, following the end
ol the financial year to which it
relates.

Directorate General of In-
spection (Direct Taxes), Pak-
istan has separate policy direc-
tives for Inspection and Audit.
Policy Directive No. 3 of 1993
contains elaborate instructions
for Internal audit of Income
Tax and Wealth Tax Circles.
Policy Directive No. 4 of 1993
incorporates detailed direc-
tions for inspection of Income
Tax and Wealth Tax Offices.
These directives have provided
for "Performance Evaluation

Proforma” in detail and made
specific arrangement for
maintaining innumerable reg-
isters required for audit and in-
spections.

Follow-up action to settle
objections or comments made
in each serialised note of the
Inspection Report and to re-
trieve the loss f revenue if any,
is taken by Director General. In
case of non-compliance within
the stipulated period, report is
made to the appropriate author-
ity suggesting inter alia:

(a) disciplinary action
against the defaulting officers,

(b) suitable measures for re-
trieval of revenue lost, and

(C) necessary steps to secure

proper compliance with policy
directives. .

Directorate General of In-
spection submits an Annual
Report to the CBR. The objective
of the Directorate is two-lold
i.e. to retrieve the loss of rev-
enue wherever possible and to
gulide the direct tax functionar-
ies to check such loss in the pin-
pointed areas. The idea behind
the prt:\mratmn and publica-
tion of the Annual Report is to
highlight the performance of
the Directorate of Inspection
while pointing out the weaker
areas of Direct Tax Administra-
tlon with a view to stopping
leakage of revenue and improy-
Ing over-all direct tax collec-
tions. Such Annual Report in-
corporates detailed discussion
on Organization and Charter,
Inspections and Audit and con-
tains large number of charts
and tables highlighting very
many aspects of Direct Tax
Administration.

Don't abolish Taxes Department's Directorate of Inspection

Enquiry and Inspection are
integral parts of Tax Proceed-
ings. Examination of quick as-
sets and inventory, fluctuations
of assets and liabilities, ab-
normal treatment of transac-
tions, fluctuations of non-busi-
ness properties, damaged in-
voices, discrepancies in the
contents of the invoices issued
and those returned etc. are sub-
jected to scrutiny and special
investigations by the Inspecting
authorities of the Taxes De-
partment over the ages in ve
many countries of the world.
And Bangladesh being a
civilised and democratic coun-
try, cannot be an exception. It
cannot demolish the Inspection
power of the Tax Authorities.
Like other countries of the Sub-
continent, Bangladesh also
shall have to maintain the Di-
rectorate of Inspection in its
full scale and vigour. Instead of
causing impoverishment to it
and crating impediments on its
march, efforts should be di-
rected to strengthen the Direc-
torate in line with similar or-
ganisations available in other
civilised nations particularly,
in the neighbouring countries.

We should conclude, there-
fore, that there exists no basis
for confusion on the issue. The
on-going tussle between the au-
thority and the BCS (Taxation)
Association must end for
reater good of the country.

nnel vision must vanish. Let

wisdom prevail and law of rea-
son survive,

The writer is retired Member
(Taxes) of National Board of

Revenue and now partner. Adil
& Associates — a lap: firm. ¥




