Southampton
rope in
Moroccan

LISBON, March 9: English
Premiership strugglers
Southampton signed Moroccan
international defensive mid-
fielder Tahar El Kalej from Por-
tuguese giants Benfica on
Thursday for a fee of around
400,000 pounds (550,000 dol-
lars), reports AFP.

The 31-year-old, who played
in both the 1994 and 1
World Cup finals, said he
should make his debut for
Southampton on Saturday
against Tottenham Hotspur,

“I am delighted with the
contract because it suits every-
body involved," he said.

"The Southampton directors

wanted it to go through quickly
so I could play in the match
with Spurs this weekend,” he
added.

Tahar, who also represented
Morocco in the 1992, 98 and
2000 African Nations Cup fi-
nals. has been at Benfica since
1996 after a spell at Uniao
Leiria.

Rennes striker
apologises

RENNES, France, March 9:
Rennes striker El Hadji Diouf,
who was charged with involun-
tary wounding by French police

- after a car accident at the week-
end, made an abject apology to
his teammates and fans here
Wednesday, reports AFP

The 19-year-old Senegalese
is to appear in court im April
after the crash early Saturday
morning which le%t four in-
jured.

Diouf was also charged with
driving one of the two cars in-
volved in the collision without
a licence.

"l present my excuses to all
the people I have harmed, to
Rennes football club, my man-
ager and my teammates,” said
the contrite forward at a press
conference.

He added: "As I'm still only
19 1 also ask for the Rennes pub-
lic to excuse me."

He promised in the future to
set an example to the young.

Diouf, who joined the Breton
side lasf year and who only suf-
fered minor shoulder injuries
in the accident, is likely to be
hit by a stiff fine from his club.

Four thousand
police officers
for Euro 2000

THE HAGUE, March 9: Dutch
police will have 4,000 officers
on permanent duty to deal with
trouble at the Euro 2000 finals
in Holland and Belgium be-
tween June 10 and July 2, it was
announced here Wednesday.

"We will have approximately
4,000 officers permanently ac-
tive and in case of serious trou-
ble, up to another 20,000 po-
liceman will be called up for
duty,” announced police com-
missioner Theo Brekelmans.

Belgium are extremely sen-
sitive to crowd violence after
the Heysel disaster in 1985
when 39 Juventus supporters
were crushed to death after flee-
ing from rampaging Liverpool
supporters before the European
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CHAMPIONS|iiopal farewell to
boidiiinhs the European

game on Wednesday night as
Lothar Matthaeus led Bayern
Munich into the quarter-finals
of the European Champlions
League with a 4-1 thrashing of
Real Madrid, reports AFP.

Mehmet Scholl, Brazilian
Giovane Elber and Alexander
Zickler (2) ensured that
Matthaeus was given the most
rousing of sendoffs, scoring the
goals as Bayern won the Group
C second-phase match to join
Barcelona in the last eight with
two games still left to play.

"To say goodbye like this was
extraordinary," said a clearly
moved Matthaeus, who will

join the New York/New Jersey

MetroStars later in the week.
“This night will remain with
me a long, long time. 1 will
never forget the reaction of the
fans as | left the field.

°I thank the team and salute
them for not getting distracted
by the media hype surrounding
my departure,” Matthaeus
added as he surveyed the dozens
of banners proclaiming
"thanks Lothar"” in the stands.
Elber said Bayern had
played out of their skins to
make the occasion one of the
greatest nights in the Bavari-
ans' history.

"We turned in a remarkable
performance. Bayern Munich
really proved they are one of the
greatest teams in the world
tonight,” said the classy
Brazilian forward.

Skipper Stefan Effenberg
echoed that sentiment.

“We moved the ball around,
rapidly creating decisive
chances. And not just against
anybody but against Real
Madrid and remarkable play-
ers.”

Bayern, beaten by Manch-
ester United in last year's final,
now have 10 points from four
matches in Group C, ahead of
seven-time European champi-

E MUSIC: Bayern fans display th

Matthaeus at Munich on March 8.

Bayern's gift for Matthaeus
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Bosque, who threw on Nicolas
Anelka and Steve MacMana-
man near the end, said the early
goal proved a hammer blow.

"It was a similar game to the
one In Madrid. We weren't a
worse team but Bayern had the
better chances and we had the
problem of conceding the early
goal,” he said.

Bavern's win was their sec-
ond straight over Real - they
also won 4-2 at the Santiago
Bernabeu last week.

"We had big ambitions after
our win last week in Madrid.”
said Bayern coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld. "The whole team

played at the top of their game -
a greatl

and that made it
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farewell to Matthaeus."

Bavern opened the scoring
only lour minutes
through a Scholl goal that the
Real players angrily claimed

was offside,

Elber then made it 2-0 after
30min with a clever piece of
juggling when he latched onto a
long clearance from goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn and skipped past
defender Fernando Hierro be-
fore chipping the ball home.

Ivan Helguera pulled a goal
back for Real with 20min re-
maining - with a superb rising

drive from 25m out. Substitute

Zickler then restored Bayern's
two-goal advantage and scored
again in injury time.

RESULTS AT
A GLANCE

PARIS, March 9 (AFP): Col-

lated results of European
Champions League matches on
Wedncsda(\:( night:

Group

Rosenborg (Nor) 1 (Berg 38)

D{namn Kyly (Ukr) 2 (Rebrov
32, 67)

In Munich,
Bayern Munich (Ger) 3
(Scholl 4, Elber 30, Zickler 79,

90) Real Madrid (Spa) 1
(Helguera 69)

roup D

In London, England

Chelsea (Eng) 1 (Wise 27)
Marseille (Fra) O

In Rotterdam, Netherlands
4 Feyenoord (Ned) O Lazio (1ta)

Villa confident

of keeping
Carbone

LONDON, March 9: Aston
Villa on Wednesday sald they
are confident Italian striker
Benito Carbone will sign a long-
term contract with the FA Cup
semi-finalists before Satur-

dav's Premiership mateh at
home to Coventry, reports AFP,

Carbone only committed
himself to Villa until the end of
the season after signing from
Sheffield Wednesday in Octo-
ber,

But Villa boss John Gregory
is optimistic that the Italian
will put pen to paper on a lucra-
tive new deal by the weekend,

That will mean Villa will
have to pay out another 750,000
pounds (1.2 million dollars) to
Wednesday to add to their ini-
tial 250,000 pound (400,000 dol-
lar) down payment as part of
the agreement made when Car-
bone moved from Hillsborough.

It still represents a cut price
capture for a player who would
be worth several times that
amount on the open market.

Carbone was originally un-
derstood to be looking for a
40,000 pound-a-week (64,000
dollar-a-week) deal but he has
lowered his financial sights af-
ter Villa refused to break their
wage celling.

Now Gregory is hopeful that
another meeting with Carbone
in the next 48 hours will be the
last before he pledges his future
to Villa.

Gregory said: "We've got an-
other meeting later this week
but I'm very hopeful that by the
weekend Benito will have
signed a long term contract
with us.

"We have financial parame-
ters that we still have to work
within and we have a ceiling as
to what we are prepared to pay
players.

‘But we are quite hopeful
that everything will have been
done arid dusted by the Cdven-
try game."

Rebrov inspires

L]
Kyiv
TRONDHEIM, Norway,
March 9: A goal in either half
from Serhii Rebrov handed Di-
namo Kyiv a potentially life-
saving 2-1 victory here Wednes-
day to get the Ukrainians back
on track in Group C of the Euro-

pean Champions League, re-
ports AFP,

f - Fa ! VS Sy
i & . i i B g r
b = v
! -

Dennis Wise is over the moon after scoring against Marseille on March 8.

Wise wins it for chelsea

————LONDON, March
9: Chelsea edged
-« X Freneh side Mar-
seille 1-0 in their
European Chamn-
pions League
Group D rematch
at  Stamford Bridge on
Wednesday with England
international midfielder
Dennis Wise scoring the only
goal of the game after 27
minutes, reports AFP.

Gianfranco Zola's header hit
Wise on the back and the
Chelsea captain reacted quick-
est to turn the ball smartly past
goalkeeper Stephane Trevisan.

Marseille, however, were un-
lucky not to leave with a point
with substitute Ivan de la Pena
striking a post nine minutes
from time and Ivory Coast in-
ternational Ibrahima
Bakayoko shooting inches past
the post with seconds remain-
ing.

gﬁianluca Vialli's side took
revenge for their defeat by the
same scoreline at the Stade
Velodrome last Tuesday - when
French international mid-
fielder Robert Pires scored the
winner.

The victory extended
Chelsea’s unbeaten home record
in Europe to 33 games dating
back to 1958.

Zola was full of praise for
his captain, whose winning
goal put Chelsea in a strong po-
sition to qualify for the last
eight.

When asked if there is a bet-
ter English midfielder in the
country right now the Sar-
dinian replied: "No, not at the
moment. He is on top of his
game and is a big influence on
the team and it iS no surprise
that he is back in the England
team.

He (Wise) is also playing with
very good players around him,
especially me!”

Frenchman Frank Leboeuf
said, however, that there is still
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a long way 1o go.

"We go to Feyenoord next
week and they have beaten both
Marseille and Lazio away from
home - and that is a better
record than ours so we can take
nothing for granted.” he said.
"We have pot two very hard
games ahead of us.”

Uruguayan Gustavo Poyet
shot powerfully wide in the first
minute as the hosts gave an
early warning to Bernard Ca-
sonli's side.

But in their eagerness to get
the better of the early ex-
changes, Chelsea had French
international Didier De-
schamps booked after eight
minutes for a late challenge.

Four minutes later Norwe-

ian international Tore Andre

lo broke free on the right wing
and W’hipf){fd in a low cross for
Zola but his strike was smoth-
ered by Trevisan.

Poyet's goalbound header
was turned over by Trevisan af-
ter 14 minutes as Chelsea
started to apply the pressure but
they dropped their guard a
minute later when Cyrille
Pouget shot inches wide of Ed de
Goey's goal after Pires sliced
through the Chelsea midfield.

Thé visitors grew in confi-
dence and former Everton
striker Bakayoko had a shot de-
flected wide after 23 minutes.
Once more the architect was
Pires.

Chelsea, however, continued
to attack and on 27 minutes
Wise made the breakthrough.

Flo's cross was headed down
by Zola and the ball beunced
Kindly for Wise, who slid the
ball past Trevisan,

Two minutes later Zola al-
most put the Blues further
ahead when clean through, but
Trevisan came rushing out to
save at the Italian's feet.

Marseille went in search of
an equaliser and Bakavoko
nearly supplied it but his drive
was parried wide by De Goey.

—AFP photo

A minute later Jerome Leroy
almost levelled but de Goey
miraculously palmed his shot
away as the Frenchmen came to
life with Pires behind every
move,

After 38 minutes Leboeuf
joined Deschamps in the refer-
ee's notebook for overreacting
to a challenge from Bakayoko
as tempers began to fray.

Leboeuf's free-kick flew
straight at Trevisan four min-
utes later with Chelsea finish-
ing the half strongly.

Pouget was booked after 50
minutes for fouling Wise as
Marseille battled to gain con-
trol of midfield but with the
Chelsea captain showing the
kind of formm that has taken
him back into the England
squad, the French side struggled
to break out of their half.

Zola went close with a drive
inside the box and Poyet sent a
header over the bar while at the
other end Leroy blasted a shot
straight at Leboeuf when he had
had teammates better placed to
score.

With Zola in inspirational
form and finding plenty of
space on the right he was prov-
ing a handful for the Marseille
defence - but still Chelsea could
not find a second goal to kill off
the visitors,

The Londoners were nearly
made to pay 15 minutes from
time when Stephane Dalmat's
pass found Jacques Abardonado
with a clear run at goal but he
blazed hit shot way over the
cm;sbar._ s o
.« Spaniard de la Pena |
Chelsea another icarg afié??gf;
minutes when his powerful,
free-kick crashed off the left
upright and de Goey had to be at
his best moments later to turn
Leroy's scissor-kick out for a

COrner.

Then, with time running out,
Bakayoko's shot flashed wide of
the post much to the relief of the
home supporters.

10 denied in Rotterdam

ROTTERDAM,
Netherlands,
March 9: Revenge

Cup final.

The Heysel Stadium has
been renamed Roi Baudouin
and will host several matches
during the tournament includ-

ons Real and Dynamo Kyiv,
botli un six. Rosenborg are out

of contention ol one.
Real coach Vicente

Lothar Matthaeus acknowledging the applause from the
spectators after his last competitive game for Bayern
Munich on March 8. —AFP photo

Rebrov, a member of the side
which reached the semi-finals
last season alongside sidekick
Andriv Shevchenko who

season lifted the Cup Winners'
Cup, had the lion's share of both
possession and chances, luck

Bul both sides were giving
nothing away and last week's
Feyenoord hero Jon Dahl

del

ing the opening match on June
10 between Belgium and Swe-
den.

"We will implement a zero
tolerance attitude towards any
potential troublemakers. Euro
2000 must be a festival, but a
safe festival,” warned Dutch
minister of the interior Peter
van Zundert.

The Belgian and Dutch au-
thorities will have a chance to
tesl out their security measures
on March 29 when Belgium host
Holland in a friendly

Hooligans may
go to garages

BRUSSELS, Mar 9 (Reuters):
The Belgian government is con-
sidering turning police garages
into prison cells to cope with
hundreds of arrests expected at
the Euro 2000 soccer match be-
tween England and Germany. a
newspaper said on Thursday,

Gendarmerie Major Michel
Rompen told Belgian paper De
Morgen that at Jeast 20.000
England fans were expected in
Charleroi, south of Brussels. on
June 17. Both England's and
Gerinany's supporters have a
reputation for hooliganis.
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FRANK LEBOEUF

REAL,LEBOEUF'S

TEAM OF DREAMS

PARIS: Chelsea's interna-
tional defender Frank Leboeuf
said Wednesday he would only
leave life in London and the
glamour of Premiership foot-
ball to join his dream club Real
Madrid in an interview with
French sports daily L'Equipe.
"When Iin London you have

not have the money to pay the
big transfer fees or wages neces-
sary to bring in the top players.

"l can't see myself leaving
apart from going to Real Madrid
where | have always dreamed of
playing, but I don't think they

would be interested in me.

"Last year we broke a lot of
records: lowest number of goals
conceded in a season, most con-
secutive games unbeaten and
best defence in the Premiership
which shows how we've steadied
our defence.

"The problem is some of the
players are getting on in aFt" and
also coming to the end of their
contracts which could break up
the stabtlity of the team which
we have to avoid.

“"Myself, Didier, Marcel but
also Wise (Chelsea captain
Dennis) and Poyet (Urugunayan
Gustayv) are in that situation but

for the good of the club we have

to make this transition and

yT—

continue to build on what we've
achieved and continue to take
Chelsea torward.

ILLGNER OUT FOR
FOUR WEEKS

MADRID: Real Madrid's sec-
ond-choice German ‘keeper
Bodo Iligner who was injured in
training on Monday will be out
of action for four weeks, the
Spanish club announced on
Wednesday.

The 32-year-old veteran,
who was a member of the Ger-
man team that won the 1990
World Cup final, is suffering
from severe arthritis in his
shoulder.

Despite the fact that tests re-

vealed there was no ligament

damage, lllgner was ruled out ol
the key return leg match
against Bayern Munich in the
Champions League on Wednes-
day.

promptly left for AC Milan
struck in the 32nd minute with
a neat header from a corner fol-
lowing a bright opening spell by
the Norwegians.

Orjan Berg scrambled home
home the equaliser six minutes
later and John Carew should
have put the home side 2-1 to
the good but he slid a close-
range effort wide.

Rebrov was far more decisive
as he netted the winner in the
67th minute, sliding in a loose
ball from the edge of the box
amid confusion in the Norwe-
glan defence.

Kyiv's second straight 2.1
win over Rosenborg knocks the
Norwegians ounf and lifts the
Ukrainians level on six points
with Real Madrid, beaten again
by Bayern Munich. '

Kyiv travel to Madrid nexit
week after having lost 2-1 at
home to the Spaniards. They
have a better goal difference but
will hhave to win in Spain o
level the two rivals' head-to-
head record.

‘1 |failed to ma-
CHAMPIONS| terialise for Serie
[ AEAGUE JA glants'Lazio as
they were unable to breach a
resolute Feyenoord defence in a
0-0 draw in European
Champions League Group D
here on Wednesday, reports
AEP.

The Dutch side, who began
their second phase with a dis-
mal defeat at Chelsea, had
stunned the Italian title con-
tenders 2-1 last week in Rome to
take control of the group
against all expectations.

Following that reverse,
Lazio - who are four points be-
hind Serie A leaders Juventus -
resolved to take instant revenge
on a side which had shattered
their 18-match unbeaten streak
in European competition.

But although Sven Goran
Eriksson's visitors, who last

Leeds to keep
Kewell at
any cost

LEEDS, England, March 9:

Peter Ridsdale chairman of En-

Premiership highflyers

did not shine upon the Ronie-
based outfit in front of a 43.000
crowd at the De Kuip Stadium.

The result left Lazio in third
place in the group. two points
adrift of both Chelsea, whom
they face at Stamford Bridge in
their final match, and Feyeno-
ord.

Crucially, the Dutch, should
they end up level on points with
Lazio after the six-match pro-
gramme, would finish above the
Italians as Feyenoord's win in
[taly gives them the better head-
to-head record.

Feyenoord were happy to
soak up long periods of pressure
but might have broken the
deadlock when Patrik Paauwe
brought a fine save out of Luca

Marchegiani from a vicious
freekick.

Tomasson had a quiet evenin
while Marcelo Salas an
Roberto Mancini had little
chance to shine for Lazio,
though both forced good saves
from the hosts' Polish keeper
Jerzy Dudek in the first half.

Tomasson's strike partner
Julio Cruz tried to rouse his
teammates on the counter at-
tack in the second period but
without success.

Czech "magician Pavel
Nedved nearly won it for Lazio
with 20 minutes remaining but
his shot from a narrow angle on
the left side of the box hit the
upright.

Salas then missed with a

header and a lob as time ran out
on the Italians just as they
threatened to snatch full points
from Leo Beenhakker's charges.

;Eli:-'-h

all the opportunities to be .ecds United said on Thursday

“We expect that we may have
to lock up more than a thou-
sand hooligans,” Rompen was
quoted as saying.

“The local cells will be in-
stalled according to the legal
requirements...That means
they will have to have sufficient
room and sanitary systems.”

De Morgen said other Bel-
glan cities hosting Euro 2000
matches -- Bruges, Liege and
Brussels -- were also carrying
out an inventory of all their
avalilable cells.

Rompen sald Charlerof faced
the problem of thousands of
fans being unable to get into the
30,000-capacity stadium and
wandering around the town in-
stead.

Only 16 percent of seats have
been reserved for the two teams'
supporters, De Morgen sald,

“They are not all hooligans
but they will probably all run
around the streets,” he said.

“The mayor has said that
there will be no general alcohol
ban in the town, Our strategy is
not based on overall bans but

rather on immediate detention:

zero tolerance of any distur-
bances." |

happy, live a full life and still
taste the French culture," he
salid.

"When 1 arrived in 1996, Eric
Cantona was the focus of atten-
tion but the arrival of Marcel,
(Desailly) and Didier
(Deschamps) as well as the
other French players in the
Premiership show that the
French can play the English
style even If it is completely dif-
ferent than what you f{ind in
other countries.

"Other players have gone to
clubs outside of London but I
think it is only for the money,
you can't adapt to life so easlily
as a Frenchman if you're play-
ing for clubs such as Middles-
borough, Newcastle or Black-
burmn.

"Chelsea [s a much more sta-
ble club than when I first ar-
rived and now we've won a few
cups and are playing in the
Champlons League the big play-
ers in Europe wan't to come here
and win things.

"Even Marseille or Bordeaux
who have showed interest in me
could not entice me to leave

|

London, I am happy at Chelsea
and even so, French clubs do

P
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Dynamo Kyiv's star striker Serhi Rebrov is denied a goal as his header 1s stopped DYy

| Rosenborg custodian Arni Gautur Arnasson at Trondheim on March 8.
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that he was prepared to pay

—AFP photo |

tralian playmaker
Kewell at the club and ward o
the growing interest from Euro-
pean clubs, reports AFP,

Ridsdale, who shares equal
credit with coach David O'Leary
for Leeds' successful season as
he has backed the Irishman's
belief in investing in young tal-
ent, belteves (hat the 21-year-
old Australian international
could become one of the all-
time greats,

"In Harry we have a player
who has the potential to be one
of the greals,” Ridsdale told the
Sun newspaper.

"There is no problem in
making a player one of the best
paid in the UK if he deserves it.

"There is no doubt if Harry
continues making the progress
he has been he will be one of the
top eight players in the country
- and we would reward him."

Kewell, has scored a ca-
reer best 11 goals already this
season as Leeds have soared to
second in the Premiership just
four points off leaders Manch-
ester United,

whatever it took to keep Aus-
Harr%lf_
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Feyenoord's Argentine striker Julio Cruz(L) locked in an

aerial tussle with compatriot Nestor Sansini of Lazio at
Rotterdam on March 8.

—AFP photo
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