[
= w

Take steps in 4
areas, Benazir
asks Clinton

ISLAMABAD, Mar 9: Pak-
Istan People's Party (PPP) Chief
Benazir Bhutto has urged the
US President Bill Clinton to take
active steps in four key areas,
including restoration of democ-
racy in Pakistan and Kashmir
issue, during his stopover here
later this month, reports PTI.

Eradication of poverty in
South Asia and non-proliferation
were the other two issues she
highlighted in her letter to the
US President to be taken up
during his visit to Islamabad on
his way back home after a trip
to India.

Benazir said the unresolved
dispute between India and
Pakistan over Kashmir threat-
ens to spill into conflict. Both
countries needed encourage-
ment to move on to the path of
peace.

India and Pakistan with
their weapons of mass destruc-
tion can be persuaded by your
leadership to move onto the

path of non-proliferation to
make our world a safer place.

Again support for non-prolifera-
tion steps in terms of debt relief
would enable the people to un-
derstand that old notions of se-
curity were being replaced with
modern ones in keeping with the
new world order, the latter sent
yesterday, said.

9 killed in
plane crash
m Moscow

MOSCOW, Mar 9: All nine
people were Killed when a small
jet crashed only moments after
takeoff from Moscow's main
Sheremetyevo-1 airport, reports
AFP.

A spokesman for the emer-
encies ministry said the YAK-
O jet appeared to belong to

LUKoil, Russia's largest oil
company, but added that the

- ministry was checking further
into the incident.

[nitial reports said the jet
was chartered by a company
called Aerotex, while ITAR-TASS
gave the plane's airline as Volo-
godskiye Avialinii.

The jet crashed at around
8:40 am (1140 BST) as it was
taking off on a flight to Kiev. It
then burst into flames, NTV
television said.
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RAMALLAH, West Bank,
Mar 9: After weeks of acrimo-
nious deadlock, Israel and the
Palestinians agreed Wednesday
to resume intensive peace talks
in Washington later this month
almed at reaching a final set-
tlement in six months, reporis
AFP.

US Middle East trouble-
shooter Dennis Ross made the
announcement after Pales-
tinlan leader Yasser Arafat and
Israell Prime Minister Ehud
Barak held a breakthrough
summit in this West Bank town,
their second in less than 24
hours.

"The parties made good
progress in addressing and re-
solving many of the interim Is-
sues and agreed to intensify
their negotiations,” Ross salid.

"Towards this end they
agreed that negotiations would
resume after the Eid in Wash-
ington,” he told reporters.

“The objective Is to achleve a

framework agreement as soon
as possible so that all the per-
maient status issues can be re-
solved by September 13. '

Istaeli radio said the nego-
tiations would be led by Oded
Eran and Yasser Abed Rabbo,
who have headed the respective
[sraell ahd Palestinian sides in
earlier talks.

The breakthrough came
amid continued stalemate in
talks with Syria, which said
Wednesday that Israel's an-
nouncement it will withdraw
occupation troops from
Lebanon by July was not in it-
self enough for peace and in-
sisted on a return of the occu-
pied Golan Heights.

It also followed a firm pledge
by Arafat on Tuesday to declare
an independent state after the
September target date even |f
there Is no peace deal, and
warnings from both Pales-
tinlan and Israell officials of
an explosion of violence if there

IS NO Progress.,

Barak, who was elected }?111 a
ledge of forging peace with Is-
t'ar:l'gs Arabg‘:lglghboura this
year, has been struggling for
months to keep the two sides
alloat,

A Palestinian official had
told AFP they had agreed on a
new May deadline for a frame-
work peace deal and set dates
for further Israell troop with-
drawals from the West Bank,
with the timetables accompa-
nied by US guarantees.

A summit between Arafat,
Barak and Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak Is due to take
place on Thursday afternoon in
the Eﬁ: tian resort ol Sharm
¢l-She E where a Key interim
peace deal
September.

The two sides falled to sign a
framework peace accord In
mid-February to outline solu-
tions to the most sensitive is-
sues in the decades old conflict,
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Hamid Ail:;ar (2nd L) and Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-

hathir Mohamad (C) look on as Indonesian President Abdurrahman Wahid {EJ speaks to
journalists during a joint press conference at the presidential palace in Jakarta

yesterday. Mahathir arrived in Indonesia on a two-day state visit.
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Rabri now op

Chief Minister of Bihar

PTI reports from Patna.
Accordin
position lea

abri Devi was recognised
the Opposition in the state legislative council on Wednesday,

ition leader: rormer

as Leader of

to an official release, Rabri was recognised as op-
r as RJD was the largest opposition party in the

--council: Rabri Devi was elected as leader of the RJD legislature

party early this month.

Mﬂkl.l.za new Rwandan PM: Rwanda's

president on Wednesday named a new prime minister to succeed
Pierre-Celestin Rwigema, who resigned amid corruption

charges, AP repo
Bertrand Makuza was

rts from Kigali.
cted to name a new Cabinet when

he returns this weekend from Germany, where he has been serv-
ing as Rwanda's ambassador. Makuza is a member of the main
Hutu political party, the Republican Democratic Movement, or
MDR.

Bangladesh University of
Engineering & Technology, Dhaka

Tender Notice

No D-1988 (2)

Dated: 9/3/2000

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the
bonafide suppliers for supply of different kinds of
stationery articles etc. Details terms and conditions

may be available from the Stationery Section.
Tenders must be submitted on or before 11-30 AM
of 22-3-2000 and will be opened on the same day
at 11-35 AM before the tenderers present. The
University authority reserves the right to accept or

reject any or all the tenders without assigning any
reason whatsoever.
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— AFP photo

Lankan govt, opposition
meet to discuss peace

COLOMBO, Mar 9: Sri
Lanka's ruling party and its
main opposition held ground-
breaking talks here today to
launch a radical political bid
aimed at ending decades of

ethnic bloodshed, officials said,
reports AFP.

President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga and her main rival
and opposition leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe held two hours
of talks to hammer out a bipar-
tisan approach to end the Tamil
separatist conflict in the north-
east.

"The most positive aspect is
that we agreed on the need to
build a consensus to bring the
northeast conflict to an end.”
Wickremesinghe said shortly
after the meeting.

"Both sides survived the
meeting and we all agreed to
meet again sometime this
month.”

The talks held at the presi-
dent's tightly-guarded Temple
Trees residence was the first
meeting between Wick-
remesinghe and Kumaratunga
since she won the December 21
presidential election.

Wickremesinghe said the
meeting was cordial and that
representatives from both sides
had observed religious rites be-
fore starting their talks on
preparing an agenda for future
talks.

Thursday's meeting was seen
by many analysts as a historic
occasion given the bitter rivalry
between them.

Israel, Palestinians agree

to revive peace talks

including the borders of a
Palestinlan state and control
over Jerusalem.

Negotiations broke down af-
ter a previous Arafat-Barak
summit in early February
falled to resolve the dispute
over a 6,1 percent handover of
West Bank land whi¢h was due
to take place in January under
the terms of last year's Sharm
accord.

The Palestinlans had de-
manded to be consulted about
which land was handed over,
but Israel refused, saying It was
not ohliged to discuss the
transfer and had no intention
of Includin areas near
Jerusalem as Arafat demanded.

"“The main issue that was
discussed today was the 6.1 per
cent," another Palestinlan offi-
cial sald, adding that Israel had
agreed to redeploy from areas
outside Ramallah and Bir Zeit
and an area southeast of Jer-
sualem.

[sraeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak (R) gestures during a meeting with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat in the West Bank town of Ramallah on Wednesday, their second meeting in

24 hours to attempt to regenerate the Israeli-Palestinian peace talks.

— AFP photo

Chewing helpsw

prevent
memory loss

LONDON. Mar 9: Elderly
people wanting to retain their
memory and fend off dementia
should chew, reports Reuters.

"That's the message from
Japanese researchers, who say
that chewing helps prevent
memory loss as we grow old,”
New Scientist magazine said on
Wednesday.

Minoru Onozuka and scien-
tists at the Gifu University
School of Medicine in Japan be-
lieve chewing stimulates the
brain and helps it retain mem-
ory but they aren't sure exactly
how.

"We don't touch on the
mechanism,” Onozuka told the
weekly magazine,

But the scientists did show
that mice genetically altered to
develop the signs of human
ageing and whose teeth were ex-
tracted to prevent chewing did
not perform as well on memory
tests as similar mice with teeth.

Onozuka and his team also
used magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) to study the brain
activity of humans while they
were chewing. They found that
the jaw movements increased
signals in the hippocampus
area of the brain, which is criti-
cal for learning.

Russians claim
key section of
Argun Gorge

MOSCOW, Mar 9: Russian
forces sald today they had
seized control of a key segment
of the strategic Argun Gorge af-
ter weeks of bitter battles with
Chechen guerillas, news agen-
cies reported, says AFP.

But government soldiers had
so far failed to take the town of
Komsomolskoye, nestling at
the foot of the southern moun-
tains, despite a claim by a top
general Wednesday that rebels
resistance would be crushed
within hours.

Sharif's brother was asleep

when army seized power

Anti-terrorism court told

KARACHI, Mar 9: The
brother of deposed Pakistani
prime minister Nawaz Sharif
told a Karachi anti-terrorism
court today he was asleep when
the army seized power in their
October coup, reports AFP.

Shahbaz Sharif, the former
powerful chief minister of Pun-
jab province, insisted he had
not met the prime minister on
the day of the coup last year.

Shahbaz, together with his
brother Nawaz and five former
senior government officials, has
been charged with hijacking,
abduction, attempted murder
and terrorism in a case based
on the night of the coup.

All the accused have pleaded
not guilty but face the death
penalty If convicted,

"As luck would have it I did
not have the opportunity to

meet the prime minister
throughout that fateful day of
October 12.," Shahbaz Sharif
told the court in a brief state-
ment.

"l was in Islamabad on that
day to hold a meeting with the
Japanese ambassador and the
interior minister. In the prime
minister's house | had been al-
located a bedroom and an office
so I retired for rest,” he said.

"l was woken up in the
evening when the army entered
the prime minister's house.”

Prosecutors say the former
prime minister sacked his army
chief General Pervez Musharraf
and then tried to stop a com-
mercial jet carrying the general
from landing in Pakistan, risk-
ing the lives of the 198 people
on board.

Musharraf only landed after

the army seized the airport and
within hours he had taken over
the country.

"The prosecution witnesses
have not said anything against
me. There is no case against
me.” Shahbaz Sharif said.

His brother Nawaz has ac-
cused the military of plotting the
coup for some time and then
inventing the charges against
him. _

"This case has been framed
against me at the behest of
General retired Pervez Mushar-
raf," the former prime minister
sald yesterday.

All seven defendants have
now given evidence, denying the
charges.

"We are not going to produce
witnesses from the defence
side," defence lawyer Mansoor
Malik told reporters.

Send more women to UN
peacekeeping missions

Annan

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 9:
Emphasising the special role of
women in preventing and re-
solving conflict, United Na-
tions Secretary General Kofi
Annan asked member states on
Wednesday to send more women
to UN peacekeeping missions,
reports AFP,

“Women, who know the price
of conflict so well, are also of-
ten better equipped than men to
prevent or resolve it," he said in
a message marking Interna-
tional Women's Day.

"When soclety collapses,
women play a crucial role In
ensuring that life goes on.” An-
nan sald,

“When ethnlic tensions cause
or exacerbate conflict, women
tend to builld bridges rather
than walls."

Annan sald the UN was
making "speclal efforts to re-
crult more women for our own
peacekeeping and peacemaking

missions, and to make all our
operations more aware of gen-
der issues.”

Missfons In Afghanistan,
East Timor and Kosovo now in-
clude civillan gender affairs
units, he said.

"I appeal to member states to
include qualified women in the
contingents they send us, and to
nominate qualified women
candidates for United Nations
posts at all levels.”

The UN's department of
peacekeeping operations sald
that fewer than five per cent of
troops on UN missions were
women; but it pointed out that
in some troop-contributing
countries, women were not al-
lowed to join the armed forces.

Women-hold 26 per cent of
non-military professional
posts in peacekeeping missions,
the department sald. They in-
clude political advisers and
administrators above secretar-

urges member states

lal level.

Annan recently reported
that at the end of November,
36.1 per cent of the 4,381 pro-
fessional and higher-level stalt
at UN headquarters were
womern, compared with 35.5 per
cent a year earlier,

But there were only five
women to 50 men at the level of
under secretary general or as-
sistant secretary general; less
than 26 per cent ol positions at
the next two levels in the UN hi-
erarchy were held by women.

Annan was speaking at a
meeting also attended by the
UN's High Commissioner for
Human Rights, Mary Robinson,
who said, "merely baving
women in positions of power is
not enough.”

Robinson went on: "Women's
participation in all levels of
Fm'crnmeut is crucial and must
ecome an unremarkable fea-
ture of publie life."
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Clinton's stopover in Pakistan

Indian media term it
a defeat for Delhi

NEW DELHI, Mar 9: With
speculation now ended over
President Bill Clinton’s inten-
tions of visiting Pakistan, In-
dia's media today advised the
government to drop the issue
and concentrate on the presi-
dent's visit here, reports AFP.

The White House announced
Tuesday that Clinton would
stop off for several hours in
Pakistan on March 25 after
concluding his five-day full
state visit to India.

While India voiced concern
that Pakistan's military ruler
General Pervez Musharral
would promote the visit as legit-
imising his regime, there was
also a sense that it was time to
move on to other issues arising
from the US president’'s South
Asia tour.

Several newspaper editori-
als criticised the government
for lobbying so hard to prevent
Clinton going to Islamabad, ar-
guing that it had been a fruitless
exercise which finally saw New
Delhi shoot itself in the foot.

“The government turned on
the diplomatic taps to score
what it hoped would be a major
victory,” said the Asian Age.

"The hype pgenerated had
been of such a level, that now
the decision by president Clin-
ton to stop In Islamabad comes
almost as a defeat for Delhi,”
the Age said, adding that
Musharraf would definitely ad-
vertise the visit as "recognition
of the military dispensation
and a victory for Pakistan

The president's original plan
to visit Pakistan had been on
hold since the military coup
that brought Musharraf to
power in October,

‘Indla should now turn its
attention to strengthening bi-
lateral relations with the US,
and not continue with its short-
sighted diplomatic manoeuvres
that are having a negative im-
pact on the world image of the
nation,” the Age concluded.

The India Express followed a
similar theme, bemoaning the
fact that the government had
expended an “inordinate

Karmapa may
be allowed to
stay 1n India

NEW DELHI., Mar 9: The
Dalai Lama has said that the
Indian government has infor-
mally, unofficially indicated to
him that Karmapa Lama, who
recently fled from Tibet to In-
dia, would most probably be al-
lowed to remain in this country,
reports PTI.

The formal response has not
yvet come but informally, unof-
ficially, someé of my old friends
in the ministry of external af-
fairs have indicated that the
Karmapa will most probably be
allowed to remain in this coun-
try. he said when asked about
the response from the govern-
ment to Karmapa Lama's re-
quest to stay and study in India

amount of energy” on the impli-
cations of a Clinton stopover in
Pakistan

"This is unfortunate and
self-defeating,” the Express said
in an editorial.

"Now that Clinton's date
with Musharraf has been con-
firmed, it's time to banish the
fanciful for the pragmatic.

“For all the talk of India
lobbying otherwise, the Islam-
abad rendezvous was in-
evitable.”

The Times of India,
agreeing that there had never
really been any doubt over
whether the US president would
go to Islamabad, took exception
to statements from the White
House that the visit could not be
consirued as showing de facto

while

approval for Musharrafs
regime

"Whatever dissimulation US
officials may indulge in to jus-
tify President Clinton meeting
the general, extremist circles in
Pakistan are bound to hold it
out as a great victory for the
Pakistan military.” the news-
paper said

The Times said the US hand
was forced by geopolitical reali-
ties in the region

“The US is helpless in coun-
tering the Chinese-Pakistan
nuclear and missile axis and
the threats this posses to praolif-
eration in West Asia.” it said

It is, therefore, no surprise
that the US president does not
dare displease the military
rulers of Pakistan."

Shooting in
US leaves
four dead

MEMPHIS. Tenn, Mar 9:
Four people were shot to death
and two wounded on Wednes-
day when a Memphis fireman
allegedly ambushed fellow fire-
fighters and police responding to
a blaze at his house, police re-
ported, says Reuters.

The suspect, identified by
authorities as Fred Williams,
41, was allegedly angered by his
estrangement from his newly-
wed \.\'I%{‘.

The early afternoon shooting
began when fire fighters re-
sponded to a call and arrived to
find the home ablaze, but they
came under fire,

One fire fighter was fatally
shot at the scene while the other
was critically wounded and died
later at a hospital, said Shelby
county Sheriff Deputy Chief
Corbett Hart.

When the fire ﬂghtmé_{ crew
radioed for help, a deputy
sheriff arrived and was fatally
shot while still in his patrol car.
The vehicle careened through a
fence into an adjacent yard. A
feinale bystander who had been
talking to the officer was
wounded in the head, though
not critically, Hart said.

Confronted by additional of-
ficers who ordered him to dis-
arm, Willlams raised the gun
and was critically wounded by
officers and taken to a hospital.

Authorities later discovered
the body of a woman, believed
to be Willlams' estranged wife,
in the charred home. Police said
the house may have been set
ablaze.

6 new lawsuits
filed against
Pinochet

SANTIAGO, Mar 9: Legal
problems for Gen. Augusto
Pinochet have begun to mount
at home amid a flurry of new
lawsuits stemming from alleged
human rights abuses during his
dictatorship, reports AP.

With six new lawsulits filed
Tuesday, Pinochet faces a total
of 72 cases in Chile. He returned
to Chile on Friday from his 16-
month detention in Britain, es-
caping attempts by a Spanish
judge who wanted to bring him
to trial on charges of torture
and torture conspiracy.

The most prominent lawsuit
Tuesday was filed by Miria Con-
treras, a former secretary to
Marxist President Salvador
Allende, who was Kkilled when
Pinochet took power in a 1973
Coup.

Ref No: 23.02/53

Internatibnal Re-Tender Notice for
Supply of Lubricating Base Ol

a) Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) hereby invites
offers from reputed suppliers for supply of Solvent
Neutral (SN) & Solvent Bright Stock (SBS) Grades of
Lubricating Base Oil in accordance with the terms &
conditions set out hereinafter:

Dated: 08.03.2000

e

Delivery at
Chittagong quoted

Price to be

Grade Quantity 1n
[ ol TR 7
SN-150 ' 3,500
SN-500 35,000
SBS-150 1 31,500

70.000

12-13 Apnil,
2000.

Lt 3
C&F
Chittagong.

TE= b —

shipments.

the tender opening date.

present.

2000.

~

b) Quantities mentioned against each grade will be subject
to an operational tolerance of (+/-5) (five) per cent.
¢) The supply of product to be made in one and/or two

Intending bidders and/or their local agent may collect re-
tender documents on payment of Taka 2000 or US5 40 (non-
refundable) on all working days during office hours from (a)}{
The Commercial & Operations Division of the Corporation
at its Head Office, HBFC Building, 4th Floor, 1/D, Agrabad
Commercial Area, Chittagong, (b) Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation, Dhaka Liaison Office, 1 Pioneer Road,
Segunbagicha, Dhaka and (c) Bangladesh Mission in
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Abu Dhabi.
Kuwait and Qatar. No tender document will be available on

Offers will be received up to 1200 hours (BST) on March ||
21, 2000 and be opened at 1205 hours BST on the same day
at the Corporation's Head Office at Chittagong in presence of
the bidders or their authorised agents who would wish to be ||

Offers must be valid up to 1800 hrs BST on March 30,

Submission of bid bond amounting to TK. two million
and other terms and conditions will be as per BPC's re-lcndcrh
document for supply of Lubricating Base Oil (Ref. No:
23.02/53 dated March 08, 2000). Successtul bidder shall
submit a performance guarantee with validity up to June 21,
2000 as per re-tender document.

No rights of any Kind shall be created in favour of any
person or person by virtue of having obtained the tender
document nor shall any right be created in favour of any
person by virtue of submitting an offer. The Curmraliun"
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all offers in part|
or in full without assigning any reason.

Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation

|| -

o

1= Nt Chrl‘lagong

HBFC Building, 1/D Agrabad Commercial Area,
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