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Post to Tl Dily Stor
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
March 10, 2000 and dra
shortly afterwards

1! Who won the tri-series down
under? s

India Pakistan | Australia

2| How many Test matches has
Shepherd officiated: in till the
Bombay Test?

49 50 Sl

34 What is the name of Sii Stanley
Matthew, father?

Jack tephen Bill |
4| Whois FIFA's world player-of-the-
year? ' i
Rivalkdo Raul T NVerl

5 | Whois the captainof Bimam cricket |,

leamn?
Aminul Faruque Athar -
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Intikhab Alam

(Pakistan's outgoing cricket
coach)

‘I am not like a captain of a
ship who jumps in the sea if his

ship is having problems but I
was forced lo do s0."

Arjuna goes
down under
for surgery

COLOMBO, Mar 8 (AP): For-
mer captain Arjuna Ranatunga,
who fractured his left thumb
while playing against Pakistan.
left for Australia on Wednesday
for surgery, a cricket official
said.

"Tests here have revealed
that he has suffered four frac-
tures on his left thumb and
needs corrective surgery.”
Chandrishan Perera, the Sri
Lankan Cricket Board
spokesman. said.

Ranatunga is expected to
spend 10 days in Australia and
stay away from the game for
four weeks.

Ranatunga was hit by a de-
livery from fast bowler Waqar
Younis during the first cricket
Test. He retired hurt but came
back to bat with his side need-
ing 43 runs for victory with two
wickets in hand.

Ranatunga and wicket-
keeper Romesh Kaluwitarana
took their side to a dramatic

: “UK museum
buys oldest

football book

LONDON, Mar 8 (Reuters):
The Football Museum in Pre-
ston, northerm England, said on
Wednesday it had bought what
is sald to he the world's oldest
book about the game.

"We paid 48,000 pounds for a
collection of historic football
items including this book.,”
spokesman Kevin Moore told
Reuters. The money was pro-
vided by the national lottery, he
added.

The Italian book, written in
1580 by Glovanni da Bardi, is
entitled "Discourse on the game
of football” (Discorso sopra il
gloco del calclo).

‘It's about the mediaeval
ltallan version of football, one

of the roots of the modern

game.” Moore said.

“But for me the most amaz-
ing item in the collection Is a
jersey from the first ever inter-
national game -- England ver-

Premier League

MSC vs City Club

Mohammedan
Sportin Club
recorde their
third win in the
Janakantha Pre-
mier Division

Cricket League but not before

tlie babes City Club gave them a
real scare at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.
The popular Motijheel out-
fit, defending an unimpressive
227 in 50 overs, almost had
their heart in their mouth when
the lcft-riﬁhl opening combina-
tion of Rehan Rafique and Sajid
Hasan piled up 125 runs off 31
overs. But, Hasan Tillekeratne
saved their blushes when the
Sri Lankan Test discard gave
Mohammedan the much-
needed breakthrough bowling
Sajid for 55, City Club were
eventually bundled out for 209.
Put into bat, Mohammedan
.ultered an early blow when
pener Rashedul Haque edged
aght-arm  pacer Rezwanul
llaque to the safe hands of
wicketkeeper Nuruzzaman in
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NASIRUL ... 90

the first ball of the day's second
over.

One-down Nasirul Alam and
Hannan Sarkar, who replaced
injured captain Athar Ali Khan
at the Oé)enlng slot, repaired the
initial damage with a 54-run
stand from 11 overs.

Pakistani off-spinner Sai-
fullah Maksi broke the part-
nership when he had Hannan

Sarkar leg before for 26.

After four overs, Sri Lankan
Ruwan Kalpage joined Hannan
at the dressing room, Icuvln%
Mohammedan shaklily placec
at 63 for three in the 17th over,

Tillekeratne then Jjoined
Nasirul to share a 105-run
partnership for the fourth
wicket. Much to the disap-
pointment of Mohammedan
supporters, Nasirul got himself
out when he was just ten runs
short of what could have been a
deserving century.

The talented right-hander
tried to loft left-arm Pakistani
spinner Wasim Nayeem over
long-on rope but ended up
caught at the boundary line by
Jewel Hossain. In his 125-ball
knock, Nasirul smashed ten
spectacular boundaries.

Neeyamur Rashid, cracking
33 off 28 balls, then helped Mo-
hammedan cross the 200 mark.
But after the departure of
Neeyamur at 212, Mo-
hammedan could manage an-
other 15 runs in the next 3.4
overs avalilable from their
quota at the expense of three
more wickets.

Albeit Tillekeratne never
lived up to his reputation but he
was the only consistent cus-
tomer among the Sri Lankan

See Page 14

Welcome win for Gopibagh

R i

Gopibagh Friends
Club pulled off an
exciting four-run
victory over Warli
Club in a Janaka-

unima
with their most utility Pak-
istani duo of Aamir Wasim and
Tariq Mehmud this year, en-

ntha Premier
Division Cricket League match
at the BRSP ground in Savar
yesterday.

The promotes in the elite 12-
team league celebrated their
first win after three consecutive
defeats when they, defending a
fighting total of 196 for eight in
the stipulated 50 overs, bowled
out Wari Club for 192 with four
balls to spare.

A new-look Wari, who in an
ative move has parted

dorsed their fourth successive
defeat when number ten bats-
man Montu ran himself out af-
ter scoring a quick-fire 18.
Montu had ushered a spectacu-
lar turn around by adding 29
runs for the last wicket with
Zakir before a superb piece of
fielding dashed Wari's hopes.

Montu was the fourth Wari
batsmen to be run out after
opener Rawnak, Sri Lankan
Mapatuna and Sajib Das.

Although the traditional gi-
ant-slayers had enjoyed the
services of former Pakistani
pacer Ataur Rahman, who cap-
tured four wickets for 41 runs,
Wari's batting lacked the fire-
power in the absence of a qual-
ity batsman.

Former national middle-or-
der Mahabubur Rahman and
captain Halim Shah. the most
experienced campaigners in the
side. could not live up to the oc-
casion.

Sports Reporter

Premier League

Wari vs Gopibagh

Mahabub scored only 18 and
Halim continued with the pecu-
liar reputation as a player for
30's. The right-hander scored
33, the highest score from bat in
the Wari innings.

Halim’s Gopibagh counter-
part Salim Shahed however
proved a point against his for-
mer Mohammedan mate., .

Shahed scored a skipper's
knock of 60 to guide Gopibagh
to a reasonable total which at
one stage had looked unlikely.
The stylish right-hander ham-
mered seven fours in his pol-
ished 89-ball innings before be-
cumln% the third victim of
Ataur Rahman.

Shahed produced 51 runs for
the second wicket with opener
Farid Hossain, who scored a
quick-fire 39-ball 32 studded
with half a dozen fours.

Shamsul, who latter shone
with the cherry, scored an un-
beaten 36. The offiee, who
ripped through the Wari lower

order. finished with three for 43
runs in his 10 overs.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the
Janakantha Premier Division
Cricket League match between
Gopibagh Friends and Wari
Club at the BKSP ground in
Savar yesterday:

GOPIBAGH

Kiron ¢ Rawnak b Ataur 15

——— —

——

Farid ¢ Rawnak b Zakir 32
S Shahed ¢ Rawvnak b Ataur 60
Gurmeet ¢ Halim b Mapatuna 8
Asif ¢ Rawnak b Nasim 6
Topu ¢ & b Mapatuna 0
Sohel b Ataur 5

Shamsul not out 36
Sajal b Ataur 0
Anwar not out 4

Extras: (b-5, 1Ib-2, nb-4, w-14) 25
Total: (For B wickets in 50
overs) 196

Fall of wickets: 1-23; 2-74: 3-
115; 4-126; 5-127; 6-134; 7-149:

8-164.
Bowler: O M R W
Ataur 10 0 4] 4
Zakir 10 1 42 1
Mot 29 SOV 5onige oge=p’
"Halim PAAE 3 §, 8 0
Mukul 4 18 0
C Mapatuna 0 0 A4 2
Nasim 10 L2 1
WARI CLUB
Rawnak run out 2
Mukul ¢ sub b Sajal 12
Mapatuna run out 18

Mahabub e Farid b Gurmeet 4

Sajib run out 24
Hallm ¢ Anwar b Samsul 33
Ataur ¢ Topu b Samsul 15
D Ramanayake b Sohel 11
Nasim b Samsul 14
Montu run out 18
Zakir not out 18
Extras: (b-1, Ib-11, nb-1, w-10) 23
Total: (All out In 49.2 overs) 192

Fall of wickets: 1-9: 2-18: 3-
25; 4-54; 5-78: 6-119: 7-137: 8-
141; 9-163.

Bowler: O M R W
Sajal 9 2. 33 |
Gurmeet 8.2 2 29 ]
Ripon 10 I 20 0
Sohel 10 £ 3 ]
Samsul 10 1 43 3
S Shahed 2 0O 16 0

Result: Gopibagh Friends
won by 4 runs.

SA, India start ODI affairs

Zulu may only bat foday

sus Scotland in Glasgow in
1872, he said.
The game ended 0-0.

1 COCHIN, Mar 8
finternet report):
S>haun Pollock
joked with local
fans on Wednes-
day that Lance

Klusener had returned home.
but the hard truth is that South

Africa’'s master-blaster all-
rounder will probably be unfit
to bowl in the first one-daver
aFainst India in Cochin on
Thursday.

The 1999 World Cup hero,
who twisted his left ankle in
E.raclicr: before the second Test
ast week. still spent ages in the

Sl
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SAURAV GANGULY

nets bashing deliveries all over
the 72 000 -capacity Jawarhar-
lal Nehru Stadium.

t's unlikely at this stage
that lie will bowl," coach Gra-
ham Ford said. "The physio has
asked us to take it easy, We're
assessing it daily and he's still
receiving treatment.”

Klusener, even though not

bowling in the second Test,
gent on to post SA's top score of
i

Wednesday's four-hour prac-
tice session, with the Indian
leam going through their paces
on the same field, drew hun-
dreds of supporters.

Some fans who strayed on to
the pitch executed lightning-
quic movements to have
themselves photographed with
SA players taking occasional
breathers In heat well above the
30-degree Celsius mark,

A cluster would crowd be-
hind a stationary cricketer
while their designated cam-
eraman dashed In front to steal
the snap.

When the gathering became
too large and too pushy, how-
ever, they were diplomatically
ushered away by team man-
agement,

The scores of enthusiasts
who remained in the stands
called for autographs and even
just acknowledgement from the
players.

Alfter the final knocks in the
nets, the South Africans gradu-
ally disappeared Into their
dressing room one by one . .
leaving only Pollock and a few
others.

‘Where's Klusener?" shouted
one spectator.

"He's gone home,
Pollock. "He's retired.”

"Klusener's not here?” ques-
tioned the fan. "Indians are
very lucky.”

Groundsman Puthucode
Ramachandran (s promising a
batting wicket that will offer at
least 270 runs.

The only other limited-overs
International at this venue was
between Indla and Australia in
1998, which produced a total of

retorted

nearly 600.

In that match, Ajay Jadeja
scored a century and Sachin
Tendulkar took five wickets.

SA's assistant coacli. Corrie
van Zyl, is stressing the umpor-
tance of good bowling in these
conditions.

"The key on the sub-conti-
nent, when the ball is new, is to
get a few quick wickets. You
need to swing it and to do that
you have to get it up to them.

"When the ball gets older,
you must place it just back of a
length."

ith veteran Allan Donald

already home, Van Zyl still be-

)

HANSIE CRON.JE

lleved he had ample talent in
reserve with the likes of Steve
Elworthy, Henry Williauns and

Mornantau Hayward.
"They are adequate replace-
ments. They will do well.”
Without Klusener bowling,
See Page 14 ]

L

e

Star Sport

DHAKA THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2000 ' Email:

City make titans sweat

dssparts @hdonline.com

L]
[
r
Ll

Onkar upset
Khelaghar

Sports Reporter

Brief Scores
Khelaghar SKS: 239 all out in
49.2 overs (Rana Sr 79, Islam
68, Shamsul 24, Shahin 3/48)
Lalmatia Club: 241 for 5 in
47.3 overs (Onkar BO, Raju 55,
Antu 31 n.o., Lalu 28, Raju
2/38)

Result: Lalmatia Club won by
five wickels. 3

Lalmatia Club handed Khe-
laghar Samaj Kallyan Sangha a
five-wicket defeat In a Super
League clash of the First Divi-
sion cricket at the Dhanmondi
Cricket Stadium yesterday.

Chasing a commanding Khe-
laghar total of 239 in 50 overs,
Indian middle-order Onkar hit
a magnificent 80 as Lalmatia
reached 241 for five with more
than two overs to spare,

After Lalmatia lost their
second wicket on 54 in the 11th
over, Onkar came in the middle
and shared a crucial 96-run
stand for the third wicket with
Raju. Onkar, In his 111-ball
stay at the crease, hit eleven
boundaries before he became a
victim of left-arm spinner Mo-
hammad Lal.

After Onkar’s departure,
Raju put on 49 runs for the
fourth wicket with Lalu. Raju
faced 80 balls. hit five fours to
score 59.

Among others, Lalu scored
28 while Antu chipped in with
an unbeaten 31 off just 20 balls

Earlier, sent into bat, Khe
laghar were all out for 239 in
49.2 overs with Rana (Sr) ham-
mering highest 79 off 110 balls.
Opener Islam, with a 111-ball
68, was the other notable scorer
lor Khelaghar, who suffered
their second defeat in three Su-
per League matches. On the
other hand, it was the first win
for Lalmatia from their three
outings.

Lalmatia, with their eight
over-all wins, raised their tally
to 16 points from 14 matches.
On the other hand, Khelaghar,
the Damal Smriti champions,
remained glued to their previ-
ous collection of 18 points, two
points adrift of leaders Dhan-
mondi Club and Young'Crick-

elers

World XI-Asian XI match
Dalmiya hopes
for Lara’s -
presence
Sports Reporter

Champion West Indies
batsman Brian Lara, who has
taken a three-month break
from all forms of cricket,
should be available for leading
the Rest of the World XI against
the Asian XI in a one day match
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium on April 8.

“I expect him to be in Dhaka
for the fixture”, said Interna-
tional Cricket Council(ICC)
President Jagmohan Dalimiya
during a press conference on
Tuesday.

The game will be the high-
point of the ICC’'s Cricket Week
celebrations.

Dalmiyva added that the en-
tire meeting of the selection
panel which picked the teams,
has been recorded and will be
shown on TV during the Cricket
Week

[he five-man panel con-
sistedd of tormer Test stars Sunil
GavasKkai fony Greig. lan
Chappell. Asif Iqbal and Barry
Richards. Ravi Shastri was the
moderator of the group.

Inti to face
the music

PESHAWAR, Mar B (Reuters):
Intikhab Alam has been asked
by the Pakistan Cricket Board
to explain his criticism of the
board's decision to replace him
as national coach by Javed
Miandad.

PCB director Yawar
said board chairman Lieu-
tenant-General Tauqir Zia
would meet Intikhab in Lahore
on Friday instead of Karachi
where the meeting was initially
planned.

“.he will definitely be asked
to explain his criticism and
iress statements that fall in the
reach of contract he has signed
with the board.” Saced said.

The PCB sald on Sunday that
Miandad would replace In
tikhab at the end of the corrent
three-Test home series against
ori Lanka.

Intikhab said he felt homil-
lated by the way the PCH had
handled the announcement of
Miandad’'s appointment as his
replacement for the tours ol
Sharjah, West Indies. Dhaka
and Sri Lanka.

He sald he would resign after
the second Test against Sri
Lanka currently being plaved in
Peshawar,

"First, we want to talk to
him before we decide if the new
coach has to resume charge of
the team from the Karachi Test
or he (Intikhab) agrees to com-
plete his assignment.” Saeed
sald.

"An announcement will
made on Friday afternoon.”

The third Test starts in
Karachl on Sunday. Pakistan
trail 1-0.

Saeed

bhe

say

Sri Lanka’s upcoming
terday.

star Russel Arnold cuts during his knock of 99 at Peshawar yes-

— AFP photo

Murali puts SL on velvet

PESHAWAR,

March 8 [(AFP):
| Magician Muttiah
' Muralitharan sn-
J ared five wickets
' to bring Sri Lanka
back on track to victory against
Pakistan on the fourth day of
the second cricket Test here
Wednesday.

Pakistan's chances of an
improbable win were severely
jolted by the off-spinner with
his glaring eyes who put an end
to a magnificent innings of 88
by Yousuf Youhanna in the dy-
ing minutes to bury the home
team.

When bad light curtailed
play by five overs Pakistan
were 222 for eight with captain
Saeed Anwar fighting on 32 not
out, the home team needing an-
other 72 runs to level the series.

Earlier Sri Lanka were dis-
missed for 222 on the stroke of
lunch in their second innings
withleft-hander Russel Arnold
making 99.

Youhanna in company with
debutant Atiquz Zaman added
63 for the sixth wicket and 45
with Abdul Razzak for the fifth
wicket to raise victory hopes
from a precarious 103 for four

The 25-year-old played flu-
ently and hit glorious shots to
all parts of the ground, sending

a vociferous crowd of 8.000 to

their feet

Muralitharan though had

the last laugh when he trapped

Youhanna leg before wicket for

88, ending a spectacular 171-
minute innings spiced with
three sixes and eight fours

The Sri Lankan off-spinner
had Waqar Younis next ball for
nought to bring his 18th five-
wicket haul in Test cricket.

'l enjoyed bowling and hope-
fully will get 10 wickets in the
match tomorrow but I am more
concerned about the win than
any personal achievement.,” he
said.

"The new ball helped me a lot
t0 gain extra bounce but there
was a fright when Youhanna
batted so positively. At one
stage we thought we were los-
ing."

Pakistan, chasing 294 to win
with the session and a full day's
given a ruu&ins

play léeft, were g
start of 59 by Shahid Afridi an
Anwar, who both played posi-
tively in the run chase.

Afridi. who holds the record
for fastest century in one-day

-
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HAIL MURALI: Muttiah Muralitharan(R) has got rid of
another Pakistani batsman and the Lankans are pleased

at Peshawar yesterday.

— AFP photo

internationals, hit two fours
and two sixes in his 31 but was
stumped in his attempt to
hammer Muralitharan out of
the attack.

Muralitharan dismissed In-
zamamul Haq in his seventh
over, caught bat-pad for nine.

Pakistan lost its third
wicket in the last over before
tea when Sanath Jayasuriva
forced Aamir Sohail to edge to
silly mid-off for naught leaving
the home team struggling at 82-
3 at tea

Soon after the interval the
home team received a cruel
blow when captain Saeed An-
war collided with umpire Mo-
hammad Nazir while complet-
ing a sharp single

Anwar, who was 30 not out.
badly hurt his neck and was
rushed to hospital for a medical
examination Nazir. who
turmed 54 Wednesday, remained
unhurt. d

Yousuf Yonhanna posted
Pakistan's 100 with a rasping
cover drive to the boundary off
Chaminda Vaas but the pacer
avenged by dismissing Younis
Khan for six

Muralitharan

returned in

his second spell and with his
first ball trappe (1 Razzak leg
before wicket for live. leaving

half the side back at 142

Youhanna threw caution to
the wind by taking on the bowl-
ing and when on 45 completed
his 1,000 runs in his 17th Test

He hit Javasuriva for 3
straight six and pulled him for
four next ball to reach his 10th
Test half-century in 94 minutes

Youhanna and number eight
batsman Atiquz Zaman, ler*-
took Pakistan to from 145-5.
had luck on their side

Zaman, on 13, was ruled not
out by TV umpire Ikram Rab-
bani when Romesh Kaluwitha-
rana snapped him one bounce
off Wickremasinghe

Earlier in Sri Lanka's 2nd
knock, left-hander Russel
Arnold fell one short of a well-
deserved century but helped Sri
Lanka tighten their grip.

Arnold, 26, was unlucky to
fall victim to the nervous
nineties when he was caught at
silly mid-off by Youhanna off
Arshad Khan for 99 in 299
ninies

Sri Lanka resumed Wednes-
day’'s second innings at 129 for
five with Arnold and Aravinda
de Silva consolidating their po-
sition by taking the total to 188.

Left-armer Sohail finally
broke the partnership and De
Silva, batting with a runner due
to a hamstring problem, was
caught on 31

The tourists added another
23 runs on the last three wick-
ets with Ravindra Pushpaku-
mara hitting a six and a four in
his 14.

Sri Lanka had made 268 in
their first innings and Pak-
istan replied with 199.

Pakistan lost the first Test'
o>ee page 15

CALCUTTA, Mar

8: Saurav Gangu-

Ilv's exclusion

from the Asian XI

. for their match

Boeron _J against the World

X1 at Dhaka on April 8 has frus-

trated a large number of people
in Bengal.

Former selectors and play-
ers have all protested vehe-
mently against his omission.
Even Ganguly Is not amused.
Talking over the phone today,
Gilll%\)l y said, "I had the highest
number of runs in 1997 and
1999, 1 was second in 1998. i
that is not enough to justify my
selection then what else can |
Some of Ganguly's closest
friends were of the view that the
exclusion would affect him
mentally. A close family friend
sald, "We knew how keen he was
to play in this game'". The per-

From Our Correspondent

son then went on to add,
"Saurav's exclusion would be a
loss to the ICC. His inclusion
would have brought more
crowds for the game.’

In Calcutta on Wednesday,
former Bengal cricketer and a
member of t%u- BCCI appointed
itch committee Gopal Bose al-
leged that the quota system also
existed while selecting such a
side. "Look at the composition
of the team. Three players have
been selected from Sri Lanka
and four each from India and
Pakistan. The selectors have
forgotten that Ganguly had the
best performance amongst the
left handers. | am surprised at
the omission. How can a person
who gets selected for the World
X1 be omitted from the Asian
XI?* Ganguly had played for the
World XI in the Princess Diana
benefit match.

The Bengal coach Palash
Nundy was quite sarcastic when

Asian omission irks Saurav

he asks, "What is the average of
Ajay Jadeja during the last cou-
ple of years? Ganguly is a better
cricketer than Jadeja any day.”
Former selector Sambaran
Bannerjee has another perti-
nent point to offer. "Ganguly is
a better bowler than either
Saeed Anwar or Sanath Java.
suriya. So he should have been

included in the eleven. And for
the last three scasons Ganguly
has scored more runs than both
the left-handers included in the g
side as openers.” |
Former Test cricketer
Pranab Roy however, feels that
Ganguly's form with the bat in
the recent Test series may have
lead to his omission.
"But even then the selectors
should have considered his
form in the one-davers. He has
been India’'s most successiul y
batsman in the shorter version
of the game in recent times.”
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