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| Draw darkens |

Rajib's dream
Sports Reporter

Enamul Hossaln Rajib suf-

to lead Asia XI

Rabeed Imam

Wasim

Sports Reporter

-qm'-""_l

-1 =

E.&it;%_ I R W . T . E

Bangladesh youth team in Sri : d the t in N : blv th

ahi F ed a setback in his bid to Pakistan's fast Aannounce 1e team In New Sachin Tendulkar, arguably the
. 5[ ?:'.ullltﬂ;l}l' chlﬁ:lsl Premier Leag‘ue Lanka, celebrated his call in the L;';n sccunt:lb?nternatlnnn.l ket bowler-supreme Delhi early yesterday. The pest in the world, has gifted )
sporis [ :‘qul n:l s senlor team with a composed | {ar (IM) norm when Aminul Is- Wasim Akram Players were picked by a panel partners like Pakistan captain |
A - 1:\tphutshvc batm;; T unbeaten 71. The compact | jam Palash enforced a draw in will lead a star- of five judges--ex-Test stars Szeed Anwar and Sanath Jaya- (
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Cém et.t. 127 4 ay w T l"Pt %gﬂ big- ames. as Kalabagan over- nine sweetly timed hits across | (he NSC vesterday. Rest of the World X1 to be all-rounder Ravi Shastrl was class of Sri Lanka's evergreen v
petliion- “h nine-wicket victory ov —= auled a moderate Tarun total ; _ With this draw, Rajib, who e wes the moderator of the panel. : : - _ s .

v/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to Jix Duily Ster
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
‘March 10, 2000 and dra
shortly afterwards

| { Who won the tri-series down
under? g

India Pakistan | Ausgj;lia
2| How many Test matches has

Shepherd officiated: in till the |
Bombay Test? '
49 50 51 |

3| What is the name of Sir Stanley
Matthew, father?

Jack Stephen Bill

4| Who is FIFA's world player-of-the-
year? 1

i
Rk | Rad. [T Ven
S | Whois the captain of Bimem cricker |;
team? «
Amj.t]ul FB.I'UQU'L' Athar -
!
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Javed Miandad

(Pakistan's re-appointed
coach)
"I have produced results be-

fore and I can produce them

now as well.”

Wisden World C'ship
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Aussies' heels

LONDON, Mar 7: South
Africa closed the gal;_:: on Aus-
tralia at the top of the Wisden
World Championship with
their 2-0 series victory in India,
according to the latest rankings
Issued vyesterday, reports
Reuters.

India dropped to seventh in
the table, with only England
and Zimbabwe below them.

If Australia lose their forth-
coming series in New Zealand —
the last was drawn — their
record will be identical to that
of South Africa and the two
countries will share top billing.

Further ahead, if England
beat Zimbabwe and West Indles
in their Test series this summer
they would move up to equal
seventh.

RANKINGS
1. Australia
2. South Africa
3. West Indies
4. Pakistan
5. Sri Lanka
6. New Zealand
8 Engiand

. En
9. Zimbabwe

WICB makes
one change

ST JOHN'S, Antigua, Mar 7:
Only one change has been made
to the West Indies Cricket Board
X1 which played against Zim-
babwe last weekend in Grenada,
for the WICB President's XI
against the tourists in a four-
day, first-class match, starting
Friday, reports AFP.

The WICB announced yester-
day that leg-spin bowler Rawl
Lewis replaces Guyanese Kelth
Semple in the 13-man team for

the match at Guaracara Park In

Trinidad.

Once again, the side will be
led by Test wicketkeeper Court-
ney Browne.

SQUAD
Courtney Browne (captain),
Philo Wallace., Daren Ganga,
Ryan Hinds, Ramnaresh Sar-
wan, Denlis
Sylvester Joseph, Cameron

Cuffy, Marlon Black. Kerry
Jeremy, Gold Prince, Rawl
Lewis, Rodney klal.

Rampersad,
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ZAHOOR ... third ton
spehding Surjo Tarun Club in a
crudal Janakantha Premier
Division Cricket League at the
lsangabandhu National Sta-
dinm yesterday.

K MASOOD ...

unbeaten 66

The Pakistani stroke-maker
scored a blazing unbeaten 110,

of 198 in only 31.5 overs and
with nine wickets in hand. The
defeat, first for Tarun after
three successive wins, served a
blow to their chase for the
maiden league title.

Zahoor, who took the Dhaka
cricket by storm since his first
match against Agrani Bank,
made a mockery of a contest,
putting on 177 runs for the un-
defeated second wicket with Ra-
in Saleh. He scored an un-
{xaten 100 against i%ram Bank
and followed it up with a mag-
nificent 144 in the next matc
against Mohammedan Sporting

Club. ‘
Fell early in Kalabagan s

low-scoring drama against
Brothers Union in the previous
match, the stocky right-hander
revived his terrific form when
he raced to his fifty of only 40
balls. He needed another 42
balls to complete his century.

Zahoor was in so marauding
mood that he simply toyed with
the Surjo Tarun bowlers includ-
ing former Indian off-spinner
Rajesh Chauhan, who conceded
30 runs in four overs without
any success in his Dhaka
cricket debut.

Zahoor set the 'big bowl
alight right from the bcgﬂming.
hitting his compatriot Ramzan *
over cover for a massive sixer
in the second over. He ham-
mered fourteen boundaries in
his chanceless 87-ball knock.

The kingpin of Kalabagan's
dream chase for the maiden
league title, Zahoor was also
equally impressive with his off-
spinners and agility on the
field. He captured two wickets
for 39 runs in his ten overs and
clung on to two sharp catches in
the slips.

But Zahoor's all-round bril-
liance failed to undermine the
superb show by Rajin Saleh and
Bikash, the young cricketers of
Kalabagan.

Rajin, a member of the

Gl oo _
RAJIN ... superb 71
the rope.

“I think Rajin's 71 was a bet-
ter knock than Zahoor's hun-{

BIKASH ... 3 for 27

dred if you take the experience
and exposure in consideration”,

See page 15

Brothers

Brothers Union
Club required a
record-breaking
performance to
return to the win-
ning track after
two consecutive defeats when
they gallantly chased 299 runs
of Agrani Bank in a
Janakantha Premier League
match at the BKSP ground yes-
terday.

In a high-scoring match,
Brothers, going after a maim-
moth Agrani Bank tetal of 299
in 50 overs, scored 300 runs in
48.1 overs with five wickets in
hand.

It was however a record in
the history of Dhaka league
with a side scoring 300 runs in
the second innings for a win.

Opener Shahriar Hossain
led the Brothers charge for a
stiff target with a superb 84.

The in-form national opener
set the pace with a 125-run
opening stand alunf, with
Ehsanul Haque in just 19 overs
before the latter departed for a
run-a-ball 65 that included one
six and five boundaries.

Shahriar, who missed the
last match against Kalabagan
due to fever, added 52 runs for
the second wicket with Pak-
{stani Amir Hanif (29) and 42
for the third wicket with an-
other Pakistani Shahed
Mehmud before he was out in
the 36th over. Shahriar ham-
mered one six and four fours in
his 99-ball stay at the creace.

But, by the time Shahriar
departed Brothers reached the
200-figure mark.

Skipper Khaled Mahmud
and former national opener
Jahangir Alam then took
Brothers to an amazing victory
producing 59 runs for the unde-
feated sixth wicket.

Mahmud scored a breezy 38

Sports Reporter

Premier League

R R R 7T DN
Brothers V Agani

SHAHRIAR..., 84

off 31 balls with one six and two
fours while Jahanagir re-
mained unbeaten on 27.

* Earlier, the Agrani Bank's
big total was built around an
unbeaten 93 from middle-order

batsman Shahin Malik, 67
from opener Abid Hanif and a

blazing 36 by discarded na-
tional all-rounder Mofizur
Rahman.

Pakistanl Malik hammered
a dozen of boundaries in his 83-
ball innings while his compa-
triot Abid Hanif faced 87 balls
for his 64 which included 13
fours. Together they put on 101
runs for the fourth wickets off

Today's atches

Mohammedan SC v City
Club

(Bangabandhu
Stadium)

Warl Club v Gopibagh FA

(BKSP)

National

just nine overs.

It was however Mofizur
Rahman who played the most
entertaining innings in which

he took only 13 balls to score 36
with the help of four sixes and
one boundary.

Mofizur and Shahin Malik
milked 70 runs from the last 29
balls

For Brothers, leg-spinner
Mehmud was the most expen-
sive bowler as he conceded 61
runs in his ten overs followed
by right-arm seamer Shafiud-
din Ahmed, who gave away 57
runs off nine overs. Skipper
Khaled Mahmud gave away 55
runs in his ten overs while
medium pacer Amir Hanif con-

ceded 47 runs in his seven
OVers.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Premier
Division cricket league match
between Brothers Unlon and
Agrani Bank played at the
BKSP ground in Savar on Tues-
day:

AGRANI BANK
Faisal ¢ Mukhtar b K Mah mud
Abid ¢ Mukhtar b Imran
Sajjad ¢ Imran b Shafiuddin
Haidar ¢ K Mahmud b Jamal
S Malik not out
Ziauddin ¢ Shafiuddin b S Mehmud
Mofizur not out
Extras: (b-4, Ib-4, nb-4, w-18)
Total: (For 5 wkts in 50 overs)

Did not bat: Russell Khan,
Mosaddeq Hossain, Moni and
Champak.

Fall of wickets: 1-11; 2-37: 3-
38: 4-139; 5-229.
Bowler 0 M

BLLLB8BY . Ro
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K Mahmud 10 | 55 |

Shafinddin 9 0 A,

S Mehmud 10 0 6] 1

Amir Hanlf 7 0 % 0

Jamal e B 0 e~ 3
]

See page 15
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International Master Ziaur Rahman makes a move while his opponent Sohel Chowdhury

watches during their match in the United Insurance International Masters chess
| tournament at the NSC yesterday,

— Star photo

win in record style |

|

beat Shahidul in the opening
round, and Palash landed at the
crowded second spot along with
IM Ziaur Rahman, IM Reefat-
bin-Sattar, IM Vakhidov Tahir
of Uzbekistan and Indian Shu-
vrofit Saha.

Salfuddin Lovelu, who began
his campalgn with an upset win
over top seed Htun Lynn Kyaw
of Myanmar in the first round,
extended his winning streak de-
featin another Myanmar
player Ye Win Aung yesterday.

On completion of the second
round. Lovelu raised his tally to
two points and maintained the
lead in the 30-player meet alnng
with IM Abdullah Al-Rakib an
Indian Deepanjan Das.

In yesterday's round, Rakib
beat Tayebur Rahman while
Deepanjan defeated Anisuzza-
man Mallik.

The third round begins at the
same venue today at 2 pm.

Office Hockey

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Army and Blue
Berry Travels won their respec-

tive Super League matches of |

the Office Hockey at the
Moulana Bhasani Stadium
vesterday.

i the first match,

Bangladesh Army beat Sonali
Bank 2-0.

Aby Sayeed put the winners
ahead with a field goal in the
13th minute while Siraj sealed
the bankers' fate with another
field goal in the 52nd minute,

In the day's other tie, Blue
Berry posted a 2-1 win over
Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangstha.

After a barren first half,
Alampgir Alam put Blue Berry
ahead with a I‘Ii)eld oal in the
41st minute while Hasan Rony
doubled the margin after a
minute. Jamal pulled one back
for Bima in the 53rd minute.

Walsh injury
healing fast

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Mar 6
(AFP): West Indies fast bowler
Courtney Walsh is recoverin
well from an ankle injury an
should be bowling within a few
days.

"He still feels very minor
pain when some exercises are
done, but the evidence {s that it
is improving significantly,”
West Indies sports therapist
Ronald Rogers said Monday.

"He will see the doctor again
and | expect that within the
next few days he will be able to
do some bowling," he added.

Walsh, who needs nine
wickets to beat Kapil Dev's
world record of 434 Test wick-
ets, damaged ligaments in his
left ankle on the third morning
of the recent final in the Busta
Cup West Indies first-class
championship between cham-
pions Jamaica and Leeward Is-
lands a week ago here.

He was unable to bowl for the
rest of the match and his partic-
ipation in the imminent series
against Zimbabwe was placed
in doubt

Walsh is attending the nine-
day camp for 19 West Indies
cricketers preparing for the
home series against Zimbabwe
and Pakistan. He did light
stretching on Sunday, but did
not bowl in net practice.

Chappell on
Gillespie

BRISBANE, Australia, Mar 7
(AFP): Australian pace bowler
Jason Glillespie's best {s vet to
come, former Test cricket cap-

tain Greg Chappell sald Tues-
day.

Gillesple, who has overcome
a broken leg suffered in a colli-
sion with Steve Waugh during a
Test match against Sri Lanka
last September, has set himself
a November deadline to return
to the Test team.

Gillesple arrived here Tues-
day with the South Australian
team ahead of their final
Sheffleld Shield game of the
season against Queensland
from Thursday.

He has bowled 100 overs
with a long run since returning
from injury.

Gillespie decided last week
that he would have an iron rod
in his leg removed in a few
weeks at the end of the domestic
season to prepare for a stint
with England's Lancashire
I..{-.a(gue side Rishton in April.

‘happell sald lhc(f)ﬂcrmnn
was recovering ahead of time
and he had no doubt the tal-
ented bowler would return to
the Test team for the summer
season against the West Indles
in Australia.

“The main thing was just the
l:h_vsicul side of it, provided the
yone healed pmperly. | had no
doubt that he'd come back
mentally,” the South Australia
coach sald.

"From a bowling point  of
view, he's Prnbably stronger
now than he's ever been.,

SL
|

; F-' ke -~
3 o 5 %ﬁ-—g .‘t}' s
i o e, 2%
il sl R
# B s

WASIM AK
skippered by West Indies su-
perstar Brian Lara in a day-
night one-dayer to be held at the
Bangabandhu National
Stadium on April 8. The match
is a part of the International
Cricket Council’s (ICC) Cricket
Week celebrations.

In a press release,
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
disrﬁllscd the names of the 24
cricketers selected for the game.
ICC president Jagmohan Dimly

Desplte the prospect of a fas-

cinating encounter, one sour
note in the selection was the ab-

RATE OF TICKETS
Alr Conditioned Hospitality
box- Tk 50,000
Non-airconditioned Hospi-
tality box- Tk 40,000
VIP Gallery (Shaheed Jewel
Gate) Tk. 2,000
Western Club House-Tk. 1.500
Eastern Club House-1,000 .
International Gallery -Tk 800
Western Gallery -Tk. 150
Eastern Gallery -Tk. 100

sence of a Bangladeshi crick-
eter, Although BCB supremo
Saber Hossaln Choudhury had
earlier given the lmlprtf_-,.qinn
that the inclusion of a local
player was a near certainty as
the match was being played in
this country, the prophecy of
his general secretary Syed
Ashraful Haq did however hit
the bulls eye. “There is no
chance of a Bangladeshi gr-tlinﬁ
selected because the team woulc
be picked on merit,” Ashraful
had remarked recently.

The Asian XI boasts the
riches of an ultra-explosive top-
order. Indla’'s master batsman

#

BRIAN LARA

Aravinda De Silva, the chirpy
Indian Ajay Jadeja and Pak-
istan’'s ‘crisis man' wicket
keeper Moin Khan
All-rounders Abdur Razzaq
of Pakistan, India’s Robin

Singh, captain Akram form an
exciting big-hitting trio

The bowling will be spear-

headed by the Pakistanis

‘Rawalpindi Express Shoalb
See page 15

PESHAWAR, Mar
7 (AFP): Off-spin-
| ner Muttiah Mu-
| ralitharan grab-
J bed four quick
4 wickets to give Sri
Lanka a slight advantage over
Pakistan on the third day of the
second cricket Test here
Tuesday.

The 27-year-old from Kandy
bowled with tellinF_ effects and
holds the key as his team fin-
ished the day on 129-5, with an
overall lead of 198.

Pakistan slumped to 199 all
out in their first innings with
Muralitharan causing most of
the damage with 4-23 in his
deadly spelkafter lunch

Russel Arnold batted with
authority and was at the crease
with a polished 63 when bad
light curtailed the day by three
overs.

Aravinda de Silva batting at
number seven and with a run-
ner due to hamstring injury was
unbeaten on 7.

Waqar Younis. who bowled
only five overs on the first day

hit back with Murali

due to stomach and back prob-
lems, dismissed Sanath Jaya-
suriya (6) and Mahela Jayawar-
dene (10) to restrict Sri Lanka's
progress.

The Sri Lankan captain
looked dangerous when he hit
Shoaib Akhtar for a six to point
but was trapped leg before

Jayawardene accompanied
Marvan Atapattu in a second
wicket stand of 62

Atapattu made 29 with four
fours before top edging Arshad
Khan to Aamir Sohail at short
mid-wicket,

Amold punished the Pak-
istani bowlers to all parts of the
field. He completed his fifty in
165 minutes hitting eight
boundaries

In Pakistan’'s innings cap-
tain Saeed Anwar hit a fine 74
while Inzamamul Haq was left
stranded at 58 not out as the
home team lost seven wickets
in the second session for just 46
rins

Pakistan conceded a lead of
69 runs

Pakistan were well placed
for a lead at lunch with 153-3

but Muralitharan. who finished

with figures of 4-77, struck in

the third over after the interval

claiming Younis Khan for 8

"We spoiled a good chance of

taking lead and then dictate
terms through some irrespon-
sible batting. Now we have to
restrict them to make a match
out of it,” Pakistan captain An-
war said

Younis, who made century
on debut in the first Test, was
ruled out caught at silly mid-off
by English umpire John Hamp-
shire after Sri Lankans ap-
pealed for a leg before.

Muralitharan snapped up
Abdur Razzak's wicket in the
same manner for nought leav-
Ing Pakistan struggling at 166-
6

In between, Chaminda Vaas
had Shahid Afridi for 4, caught
off an uppish drive by Armold at
COVErs. |

Pakistan lost
Atiquz Zaman for 4 when he
edged an out-swinger from
Pramodya Wickremasinghe to

See page 15 '

lebutant

PESHAWAR, Mar
7 (AFP): Ousted
Pakistan cricket
coach Intikhab

J Alam said Tues-
day he would lea-

ve as soon as the current Test
against Sri Lanka was finished

and lashed out at the way
authorities handled his dis-
missal.

"I will resign after this Test
match,” Intikhab Alam told re-
porters. He said he had even
considered leaving the team on
Tuesday morning in the middle
of Pakistan's second Test
against Sri Lanka.

"I am not like a captain of a
ship who jumps in the sea if his
ship is h;windg problems but |
was forced to do so.”

General Taugqir Zia, chair-
man of the Pakistan Cricket
Board, announced on Sunday
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A worried looking Pakistan coach Intikhab Alam watching

-
-t
-

the proceedings at Peshawar yesterday.

that Alam would be replaced as
coach by another lormer cap-
t41n Javed Miandad after the
current three-match Test series

1 told General Zia that |
have been humiliated. This is
not the way to do things when

the series Is still not finished,”
he said.

"l have served the team. the
nation and the boys and deserve
better treatment.” he said

Alam said he was particu-
larly angry because he had been
reluctant to take the job, which
he had held a number of times
in the past, in the first place

"1 am not interested in the
job, in fact | was not interested
before. It was forced on me,” he
said

The 5R8-vear-old Alam was
one of five coaches the unsettled
Pakistan team has had in the
past 12 months
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'Alam vents his anger

He was appointed coach for
the tri-series in Australia last
month and was later given an
extension until the series
against Sri Lanka

"I amm not concerned who
they make the new coach be-
cause it's the board’'s preroga-
tive. But there should be a
proper way of dealing with
these things.” said Alam, who
played 47 Tests for Pakistan.

Alam warned Miandad
would have a tough time ahead
of him

Miandad took over the
coach’s job in August 1998 but
quit in a controversial manner
two weeks before the 1999
World Cup, citing family com-
mitments

Reports suggested he fell out
with senior players including
the present captain Saeed An-
war

“If one man resigns for some
reasons so recently | don't
think he will have harmony
with the team,” Alam said

‘He will have problems, time
will tell,” he said.

Alam said the present board
should learn from its mistakes

“The decision to replace
Wasim Akram as captain was
premature, every team struggles
in Australia,” he said.

Wasim stepped down from
captaincy after Pakistan was
whitewashed 3-0 In Tests in
Australia and later defeated 2-0
in the finals of the tri-series.

“There {s no substitute:for
experience and if you analyse
our 3-0 loss :.1%;11’115( Sri Lanka
the board should take responsi-
bility." he said.

Alam said the induction of
voungsters had disturbed the
combination of the team.

"Nobody knew about the se-
lection of the team and nobody
knew what type of pitches will
be made against Sri Lanka.”

Alam sajd he would not take
any post with the Pakistan
team in future.

“Never ever after all this. |
have not considered doing a
match referee's job after 1 leave
the coach's job," he said.

Alam is one of two Interna-
tional Cricket Council (1CC)
match referees from Pakistan.

“Pakistan cricket needs con-
tinuity and until and unless
this is maintained the team, the
set-up and every other related
thing will be affected,” he said..




