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White, Yellow
share RUTA
election

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Mar 7: BNP and

Jamaat-e-Islaml backed White |

Panel and pro ruling Awami
League and left parties Yellow
Panel shared the posts in the
Rajshahi University Teachers’
Assoclation (RUTA) polls held
on Sunday.

The White Panel bagged
seven posts including president,
vice-president, treasurer and
joint secretary, while Yellow
Panel got eight posts including
general secretary. -

Dr Abdul Quadir Bhuiyan of
Social Science Department was

elected president bagging 334
votes. His rival Professor Abu

Saleh Abdurnur from Yellow
panel got 272 voltes.

Professor Abdus Sobhan of
Applied Physics Department
was elected general secretary by
a margin of only one vote.

Other office bearers are: Vice
president-- AKM Shahadat
Hossain Mondal (White); Trea-
surer-- Professor Abul Hashem
(white); joint secretary-- Saidur

Rahman Pannu (White); and
members-- Dr M Abdul
Khaleque (Yellow), Dr

Safiqunnabi Samadi (Yellow),
M Abdullah-Al-Mamun
(Yellow), Dr Sheik M Muhsin
All (Yellow), Kazi Maruful Is-
lam (Yellow), Begum Mahbuba
Kanif Keya (Yellow), M Jalal
Uddin (Yellow), Saiful Islam
Faruki (White), Professor Ab-
dul Hamid (White), Professor
Nurul Absar (White).
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Charming Kantaji's temple in Kaharol thana of Dinajpur district attracts hundreds of visitors from home and abroad

everyday. Steps should be taken to make the place an important tourist spot.
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— Star photo by Delwar Kabir

Professor Sanjib Kumar
Saha conducted the election as |
election commissioner. Some |
626 teachers, out of 800, cast ’
votes. |

Annual confce of
BSVER held 1in |
Mymensingh

|

From Our Correspondent |

MYMENSINGH, Mar 7: An-
nual conference of the |
Bangladesh Society for Veteri- |
nary Education and Research |
(BSVER) was held here recently. |

Vice Chancellor of
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni- |
versity Professor Md Anwarul |
Islam inaugurated the confer- |
ence. ~'

Presided over by BSVER |
President Professor Abdul Jalil
Sarkar, the inaugural function |
was also attended by FAO repre- |
sentative in Bangladesh KG Pil-
lai. _
Professor Shamsul Hagq,
Dean of the BAU faculty of Vet-
erinary Science, Professor
Mahiuddin Ahmed and BSVER
Secretary Professor Md Jahurul
Karim, among others, spoke on
the occasion.

Academics, researchers, and
dairy farmers participated in
the conference.

6 new HYV of cotton invented

BANDARBAN. Mar 7: There is nothing new in crop madifica-
tion: plant breeders have long been doing it with little or no suc-
cess. But the latest invention by the scientists ol Balaghat Hill

Cotton Research Centre is expected to lead the country to a revo- .

lution in cotton farming, reports UNDB.

Scientists ol the centre told that they have invented six new
hich yielding varieties (HYV) of cotton, which they hope would
bring a revolutionary change in cotton farming, .

They said they would be able to reach the larmers the new
HYV ol cotton within a tew years.

Describing the prospect of the new varieties, the plant breed-
ers said usually 3-4 balls (qutis) are produced in each plant of
local variety ol colton while the new one would produce over 18
balls

rhey said intensive research on cotton is going on in three
sub-centers of the main centre at Reicha in Sadar thana.
Kowkhali thana headquarters in Rangamati and Matiranga
thana headguarters in Khagrachari district. _

The scientists said they are also studying on the prospect ol
producing "Amierican” and "Tree Cotton” varieties as plants of
these verities are able to produce cotton lor more than one sea-
son, while the local variety has (o be sown every year.

These two varieties — American and Tree Cotton — will also
be able to help protect homesteads from river erosion as plants
will work as tences. These two verities will be released for farm-
g soon alter completion of their research works.
nlant breeders said three new Lechnologies on pest at-
tack and its management on cotton lields are under process to
hand over to the cotton growers by the 2000-2001 fiscal.

They said now cotton is produced on 45-50 per cent hillv
slope lands. but they could not give any specilic figure that how
much slope but arable lands the three hill districts have.

Official statistics showed that there are over 30,000 collon
growers in the three districts. producing 750 metric tons of cot-

| B

(O eévery year,

Butl most of these cotton growers are internal refugees and
they shilt their abodes from one hill district to anaother. So. the
commercial and krishi banks hesitate to grant them loan.

But the plant breeders said the authorities concerned could
take necessary steps to provide loans to the cotton growers on
the basis ol certiticates from village headmen, UP chairmen.
school teachers and head ol religious institutions and thus give

a boost to cotton production.

The Chief Scientific Officer of Balaghat Cotton Research
Centre Dr Mohammad Amin said the centre is an eight-year
project ol the government and it is supposed (o be shutdown in

2000.

As their services are under a project, the plant breeders of the
centre apprehend that they might lose their jobs upon comple-

tion ol the project.

Dr Amin said that their all efforts would do in vain if the
government does not extend the project period.

The Research Centre was set upJdor inventing new and im-
proved varieties ol cotton, imparting training to the cotton
providing them with seeds, fertilisers,
other necessary inputs Iree of cost and thus boosting cotton out-

Hrowers

put.

The Chiel Scientific Officer, however., said CHT Affairs
Minister Kalpa Ranjan Chakma has assured them of his allout
cooperation in turning the centre into a permanent institution.
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Two robberies in Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 7: Two
robberies were committed In
Raiganj thana under the district
on Saturday and Friday.

A gang of robbers, number-
ing lgtc- 9, attacked raided the
house of Kalipada Haldar at vil-
lage Salonga on Saturday and
looted cash, ormament and

other valuables, The robbers
also beat the inmates of the
house.

In the second incident, rob-
bers numbering about 13
stormed the house of Nurul Is-
lam of village Agorpur on Fri-
day. The robbers looted cash
and valuables.

Bangladesh Computer Council

(Z—[c—._ House # 31/A, Road# 6, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1205
Phone; 8612410, Fax: 880-2-8613773, E-mail bec@bdonline.com

Ref. No: BCC-996/2000-175

Training Course

Bangladesh Computer Council is going to conduct a training

course on "Java Programming using Visual J**" from 22nd
March, 2000. Java Programming language has emerged as the
prime programming language for the Internet and for web page
design. The duration of the course is 78 hours (3 hrs/day, 4
days a week) and will be held from 5:30PM-8:30PM. The
course registration fee is Tk 6000/ = per person. Prerequisite
for the course is a graduation degree and knowledge of
programming in any high-level language (preferably in C).

Intending participants should apply in plain paper with a
passport size photo, bio-data, last educational certificate &
experience certificate (if any) by 21st March, 2000.

GD-221

Dated: 05/03/2000
22/11/1406

Deputy Director (Training)

March 4 incident
72 sued under
PSA in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 7: A case was
lodged under the Public Safel
Act (PSA) with the Sylhet Kot-
wall thana against at least 72

ople In connection with the

arch 4 encounter between ac-
tivists from the All Party Ac-
tion Committee and the Awaml
League and its front organisa-
tions.

Suman Miah, a villager
from Kuchai, made the com-
plaint. The accused include 32
named and 40 to 50 unnamed
people.

Most of the accused are ac-
tivists belonging to the JCD and
Islami Chhatra Shibir.

Artistes of Rangpur
Betar stage token

hunger strike

From Our Correspondent

RANGPUR, Mar 7: Artistes of

Bangladesh Betar, Rangpur
staged a token hunger strike
last week to press home their
demands.

The demands Included up-
radation of transmission of
angpur radio station to 100

KW, enhancement of the remu-
neration of the artistes of the
radio station, developments of
Rangpur Town Hall and local
Shilpa Kala Academy.

he artistes staged the
strike, which lasted for seven
hours from 10am to 5pm, at
Paira Chattar in the town.

At least 20 leading artistes

took part in the hunger strike,

A number of artistes alleged

the performance of the Rangpur
radio station is not up to the
standard. Because of mechani-
cal problem people beyond
10km distance from the station
hardly listen to programmes

transmitted by the station, es-

tablished three decades back,
they said.

7000 criminal
cases recorded
in Pabna in 5 yrs

PABNA, Mar 7: Nearly 7,000
criminal cases were recorded
with various thanas of the dis-
trict in last five years since
1995, ; UNB.

Of this, the highest 1.496
cases were recorded in 1998 and
the lowest 1,275 in 1995. Be-
sides, 1475 cases were recorded
in 1996. 1252 in 1997 and 1451
in 1999.

Police said 275 people were
murdered during the period. Of
them the highest 99 murders
occurred in 1999 alone.

During the last five years,
the number of women repres-
eion cases were 305. Of which
135 were rape cases. 12 ‘acid
throwing, 57 kidmap and 100
others.

Besides, 51 robberies and 80
burglaries were committed dur-
ing 1995-1999. Although acci-
dents were mot put into the
crime figure, some 600 acci-
denis took place in the district
during the period claiming

Cattle disease
spreading fast

1n Shariatpur

SHARIATPUR. Mar 7: Cattle
disease. which is spreading fast.
causes anxiety among the farm-
ers of Sakhipur thana. reports
BSS.

The scarcity of preventive
medicines has compounded the
problems.

According to villagers, the
death rates of the affected ani-
mals are increasing  alarm-
ingly. The disease broke out
three weeks ago affecting a large
number of domestic animals.

The situation has turned
worse. Medicines are not avail-
able in the veterin kaspital.

A farmer of Mollarhat vil-
lage said 30 cows and calves in
tive villages of Mollarhat
Union died of the disease during
the last two weeks.

Reception

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Mar 7: Immortal
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Wild elephants damage houses

SHERPUR. Mar : 7:Wild elephants conming 1roil across I he

. 1an 200 houses render-
border have razed to the ground more than 200 i
l}u;.l, aboul IU":J Families homeless lu'lhrw- villages ol Jhinaigati

AN, 18 UND. |
thd;:l:’*. H:ii'?l ll'i&:"IP of the ruling parly Irom the area, giving a hor-
rible account of the damages said wild elephants have wrought
damages to dwelling houses. trees anc standing €rops in
Halchati, Gandigao and Gungra bordering Tora district of
Meghalaya, India. He said most of the families belonged to the
Koteh tribe, Twenty-tour families lu_wc s0 1an h{ftf'_ll! provide
shelter in a camp opened In Nakshi village near the BDR camp.
Bari who returned from the affecied area told newsmen al Sher-

ur Press Club that wild elephants have been grazing the area at
night since February 23. The animals could 1ot be resisted dc-
spite strongly guarded by villagers  wath flannng fire, bows and

AdIrTOWS.

Man killed in road mishap

KIIRIGRAM. Mar 7. A speeding bus rammed against a tree
L. e ou Saturday on Kurigram-Chilmari road killing a man
and injuring 25 others, reports UNB, _ .

Witnesses said Nandohari, 55. died on the spot. O} the in-
jured, 12 were adnitted to Kurigram Sadar Hospilal. In prot
agitating people blocked the road disrupting vehicular move-
ment for over 4 hours. A case was filed with Ulipur thana in this

connection.

BARD DG post vacant

COMILLA. Mar  7:dwo administrative top-most posts of
Bangladesh Rural Development Academy have been lying va-
cant hampering administrative activities, reports UNB.

Ol’fu-qusuurccs said the post of BARD Director General re-
mained vacant as the present DG, Akter Hussaln Khan, wenl on
LPR on February 2 anc since then no one was appointed to the
post. Besides. the post of Additional Director General is lying

vacant as Dr M Solaiman vacated the post to join in the CIRDAP

in Septeniber. At present, a director has been running the

aclministrative activities with lmited ability.

10 houses gutted

BANDARBAN. Mar 7:Ten houses were gutled in a lire il
Hansana Para under the Bandarban Sadar thana on Thursday
night. reports BSS.

Ollicial sources said, one rice machine, cash taka 10,000 and
10 houses completely gutted. The loss was estimated to be Taka
5 lakh ' the fire. Mohammad Ishaq, secretary, district unit of
Bangladesh Red Crescent, visited the spol and distributed Taka
1,000, 100 kgs of rice, 20 kgs of pulse and 10 blankets ainong the
fire affected tribal families.

Skeleton stolen

KHALISHPUR, Khuliia, Mar 7. Skeleton ol Insan Ali Gazi
was stolen from their family graveyard at Chandkhali under
Paikghachha thana recently. He was killed by lightming, re-
porls BSS. .

According to police sources Insan All. lormer Union
Parishad member, killed by thunderstorm on April 29, 1993
and was buried at his family graveyard. Some unknown mis-
creants have stolen his skeleton on March 1. None was arrested
h1 Lhis connection.

Killer suspect arrested

JHALAKATE, Mar 7: A voung housewite was arrested trom
her house at Kolabagan in the town on Wednesday for her
suspected involvement in killing her husband. reports UNB.

Police said Minara Begum. 25. wife of Yusuf Ali. 35. was
arrested (our months after the killing {ollowing a viscera repoct
showing no evidence of poison in Yusuf's body. Earlier, Minara
had filed a UD case stating that Yusuf committed suicide by
taking poison due to his business related depression on October
27, 1999. '
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Ekushey and International
Mother Language Day Obser-
vance Committee of Jessore
unit and local district adminis-
tration accorded a grand recep-

Making a living

What do you want? A comb? A gas lighter for Tk 10?7 A key
ring or may be a pair of scissors? The young man in the
picture has the merchandise in his handy shop. He can’ be
seen moving around in busy places like the bus terminal,
markets and in front of schools and colleges of Jhenidah
district. He has not waited for someone to provide him
with an employment. Instead, he has used his own
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Re-Tender Notice

Séaled tenders are hereby invited from the bonafide wooden
furniture manufacturers/suppliers or interior decoration firm who
has experienced in making quality laminated wooden/partex board
furniture having workshop Eacilines for 5u|i)fly of furniture to Biman
Managing Director's Secretariate at Balaka, Kurmitola, Dhaka.

Tender document will be available from the Cash & Banking
Section of Biman Bangladesh Airlines, "Balaka Bhaban," Zia
International Airport, Dhaka on cash payment of Tk 100.00 (One
hundred) only (non-refundable) per set on all working days up to
20-03-2000.

The tenderers shall have to deposit the following attested
documents with tender (1) Valid Trade Licence (2) Experience
Certificate as manufacturer/supply of laminated furniture with Tk 2
(two) lac minimum (3) Certificate must be submitted from the
competent authority stating that current Income Tax return has
been submitted quoting GII?!TIN No. (5) Bank solvency certificate
(6) VAT registration certificate (all originals are to be produced on
demand).

Tenderers shall have to deposit earnest money @ 2.5% (two point
five per cent) of the total quoted amount in favour of Bangladesh
Biman Corporation in the form of Bank Draft/Pay Order with the
tender without which tender will not be entertained.

The tender will be received in the office of the General Manager
(P&W), 3rd floor, Balaka Bhaban, Kurmitola, Dhaka up to 1230 hours
on 21-03-2000 and will be opened on the same day at 1430 hours in
presence of the tenderers (if any). y

Biman Management reserves the right to accept or reject any or
all the tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever,

General Manager (P&W)
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he played in international fo-
rum for declaring the day as In-
fernational Mother Language
Day by Unesco.

Recalling the historic lan-
guage movement in 1952, six-
point movement in 1966, mass

- upsurge in 1969 and the war of

liberation in 1971, the minister
sald that it was a great glory for
the people of Bangladesh that
they rose to the occasion always
during national crisis. He said
that it was not the credit of any
single person, but of the entire
nation. It was a honour and
pride of the Bangale® nation
that their language day had
been recognised as Interna-
tional Mother Language Day.

Presided over by the Deputy
commissioner (DC) of Jessore,
Aminur rosul, the function was
addressed, among others, by
All Reza Razu MP, Shah Hadi-
uzzaman MP, Khan Tipu Sultan
MP, Abdul Hai of Jessore unit of
Muktijoddha Sangsad. Private
Secretary to the Education Min-
Ister Mohammad Al akhand
and General Secretary of local
district Awami League Advocate
Sharif Abdur Rakib.

Jessore DC presented him a
crest on behalf of the Interna-
tional Mother Language Obser-
vance Committee and local
administration,

thoughts and savings to make a living in this populous

country. — Star photo

Six godowns remain unused

PIROJPUR, Mar 7: Six godowns here have virtually been left
unused due to lack of maintenance and security guards,
hampering foodgrain ‘prt}curement drives, reports UNB.

Over 40,000 mts of foodgrains are stored in 30 granaries here
despite their capacity to store only 16,000 mts of grains. Of the

odowns, six are In sadar thana, four in Bhandaria, eight in

athbaria, six in Kawkhali, two in Nesarabad and four in
Nazlr;‘;ur thanas. Official sources said six of the food godowns
have been virtually abandoned. creating pressure on tlie other

granaries. They said four of the granaries with 500 tons of
storing capacity were built at Indurkani in Sadar thana and in
Dhanisafa area in 1985. But these godowns could not yet be

opened for want of adequate manpower and security
arrangement,

Attack on narcotics squad

MYMENSINGH, Mar 7; Terrorists attacked a squad of
Narcotics Control Department in Netrakona on Friﬂay and
took away 40 seized bottles of phensidyl from them. leaving five
people injured, reports UNB., '

fficials said the miscreants attacked them while they were
returning to their office along with 40 bottles of phensidyl after
a raid on the house of one phensidyl trader. Kamal. at Nagra
Shawshan ghat. The terrorists. ridmg motorcycles, waylaid
them near WAPDA office and snatched away the seized
phensidyl bottles. The terrorists again attacked them in their
office later on Friday night and Saturday noon. A case was
filed. Of the injured, constable Foyez was admitted to

Netrakona Sadar Hospital. He was later shifted to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital in a critical condition. o ;



