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Clinton's tour
Advance team 1n

Delhi to shortlist

visiting Spots

HYDERABAD, Mar 6: A b4-
member advance team from the
United States is here to short-
list probable places President
Bill Clinton is likely to visit
during his forthcoming day-
long schedule here on March 24,
reports PTI.

The team, comprising offi-
cials and experts in various
fields, which arrived vesterday,
visited Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (CCMB), Ma-
havir Hospital, Indian Institute

of Information Technology
(IIT). Hi-tech City and
Shilparamam crafts village,

official sources said.

At CCMB, the team was given |

a presentation on genetic engi-
neering while at Mahavir Hos-
pital and audio-visual presen-
tation on health care was pre-
sented, the sources said.

All party CU
students give
ultimatum

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 6: All
Party Student Alliance (APSA)
of Chittagong University (CU)
vesterday asked the authorities
to meet their demands or they
will go for a dawn-to-dusk har-
tal in greater Chittagong on
April 2.

It was announced at a stu-
dents rally at Laldighi Maidan
in the city this atternoon.

The demands include arrest
and punishment of the culprits
involved in the Kkilling of two
Shibir leaders on January 19
on Chittagong University cam-
pus, immediate release of 54
students, removal of VC and
Pro-VC of the university and
restoration of congenial aca-
demic atmosphere at the uni-
versity.

Copy supply
2 handed over to
Gafargaon police

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Mar 6: Two
local BCL leaders were beaten
up by ruling party MP Altal
Hossain Golandaz for their al-
leged involvement in supplying
copies to SSC examinees at a
centre under Gafargaon thana
today.

The BCL leaders are Ariful
Islam Bhuiyan, president of Ga-
fargaon Government College
unit and Tariqul Islam Real,
general secretary of the Gafar-
gaon thana BCL.

The MP found some BCL
leaders supplying copies to the
SSC examinees at the Gafar-
gaon College centre. He imme-
diately chased them and caught
Arif and Tarig red-handed,
witnesses said.

Later they were handed over
to police.

Police also arrested omne
Samiul Alam Sumon while
supplying copies at the same
cenitre.

OTs at DMCH

From Page 1

blood-gas machine, bedside
monitor. These were supposed
to be supplied under a Tk 60
crore package, also funded by
the ADB, sources concerned
said.

But the ADB cancelled the
deal as the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Health
Ministry detected massive ir-
regularities in awarding the
tender for those.

The DMCH authorities then
proposed to the health ministry
to allocate an amount of Tk
6.70 crore for purchase of the
equipment and instruments for
the OTs. The ministry assured
an allocation of about Tk three
crore

However, the process is being
delayed due to bureaucratic
tangles, the sources pointed out.

Shazneen

From Page 1
Dhaka while they were already
facing trial In the OSessions
Judge's court. -

Shazneen Tansim Rahman,
15, youngest daughter of Latifur
Rabman, Chairman of
Transcom Group, was raped and
murdered at their Gulshan resi-
dence on April 23, 1998.

Two separate cases, one for
murder and another for rape,
were filed with Gulshan police
accusing seven persons.

Shahidul Islam Shadid, a
domestic help at that house was
the principal accused in the
case while contractor Hasan
was the mastermind.

Other accused persons are
supervisor Badal, carpenter
Shani Ram, guard Humayun
Kabir and malds Parvin and
Minu. Among them Humayun
Kabir died of cardiac failure
last year.
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Visitors often stop for a couple of tea at a shop on the sid

residences for different business.
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ewalk on Minto Road. They call on ministers at their official
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Judge refuses to hear tapes, adjourns proceedings

Squabble at Pak court over
authenticity of recordings

KARACHI, Mar 6: A squabble
over the authenticity of tape
recordings from the control
tower at Karachi International
Airport dominated the court
proceedings today in the trial of
deposed prime minister Nawaz
Sharif, reports AP.

Judge Rehmetullah Hussein
Jaffri ended the squabble when
he refused to hear the tapes and
adjourned the proceedings until
Wednesday

Sharif and his coaccused are
with hijacking. at-
tempted murder, kidnapping
and terrorism. All the charges
carry either the death penalty
or life in prison.

The charges were laid after
Sharif allegedly denied landing
rights to a passenger plane re-
turning Army Chief Gen Pervez
Musharraf to Pakistan on Oct
12, the same day the military
took power in Pakistan and
threw out the elected govern-
ment.

Pakistan's military revolted
after Sharif dismissed Mushar-
raf as army chief and replaced
him with a junior general. At

the time of his dismissal
Musharraf was en route back to
Pakistan from Sri Lanka. Ac-
cording to the testimony of the
Pakistan International Air-
lines Pilot he was ordered to di-
vert the aircraft to a Middle
Eastern country. The Karachi
Airport was shut down, the
lights turned off and fire trucks
parked on the runway to pre-
vent the passenger plane with
200 passengers and crew from
landing.

When the army takeover was
complete and Sharif in custody
the aircraft was allowed to
land. When it did touch down
there was barely seven minutes
of fuel remaining, according to
the pilot.

Jaffri decided against hear-
ing the control tower tape
recordings after Sharif's de-
fense lawyers demanded proof
that the tapes were authentic.

The prosecution said Jafiri's
ruling will have little bearing
on their case because the tran-
script of the recordings has al-
ready been accepted as evidence.

"The ruling will not make

any difference,” said Zahoor-ul
Haq: a prosecution lawyer. "We
have a very strong case. We were
not relying heavily on these
tapes.”

Sharif's lawyers, who re-
scinded an earlier protest res-
ignation, said they expected
their client would give his writ-
ten testimony on Wednesday.

The judge ordered the ac-
cused to give their testimony in
writing alter the prosecution
expressed concern that they
might reveal confidential in-
formation or threaten national
security.

The judge will also let Sharif
and his codefendants speak but

he will censor their testimony.
Sharif's lawyers resligned

earlier to protest the ruling
which would allow the judge to
unilaterally decide what part of
their client's testimony would
be censored.

"Now the judge has indicated
that our point of view will be
heard and that has brought a
tangible change in the atmo-
sphere," said Khawaja Sultan,
one of Sharif's lawyers.

'Strong political will needed

A two-day 'Global Workshop
of environmental journalists
ended in Dhaka yesterday,
stressing the need for im-
mediately tackling air pollu-
tion threatening millions in
the world with serious health
hazards.

Participants in the work-
shop drafted a strategy to com-
bat air pollution. They under-
lined that a strong political will
is needed to implement it to
clean the air, specially in the
Third World cities like Dhaka.

The media could play a ma-
jor role in building up pressure
in this regard, the participants
noted.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Minister for Environ-
ment and Forests Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury. It was organised by
the Forum for Environmental
Journalists of Bangladesh
(FEJB), Asia Pacific Forum of
Environmental Journalists
(AFEJ) and Commonwealth
Environmental Journalists
Association [CEJA)

The workshop was attended
by journalists, media strate-
gists and 120 environmental
experts from nearly 20 coun-
tries and organisations from
across the world.

"Until environment is on the
political agenda in countries
like Bangladesh, I am afraid,
little could be done to save the
mother earth," sald Holiday ed-
itor Enayetullah Khan, who at-
tended the concluding session
as the chief guest.

Haroon Habib, chief editor
of Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha, sald developing
countries must have a strong
political will to address envi-
ronmental issues since their
people lack awareness.

"In many cases political ac-
tivists or beneficiaries of rulin
parties are Involved in break-
Ing environmental laws, where
the law enforcers obviously feel
themselves orphans.

"And [ may not be incorrect
in making this statement that
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By Staff Correspondent

politicians are more ignorant
than many other quarters on
questions of environment.”

Amanullah Kabir, Executive
Editor of the daily Independent,
called the pollution of envi-
ronment "a synonym of 'pollu-
tion of mind'." He said it should
be considered as an "ethical is-
sue,’

Shireen Kamal Sayeed,
UNDP's assistant resident rep-
resentative, said there must be
policy guidelines and actions to
bring down the level of air pol-
lution. She identified lapses in
the enforcement of existing reg-
ulations and laws for the pro-
tection of environment as a

problem.
She also identified the lack
of information as another

problem to deal with environ-
mental issues.

"We really still don't know
the extent of damage caused by
air pollution. Environment
degradation is not an economic
loss alone, It is a human loss
which is irreparable.”

FEJB chairman Quamrul
Islam Chowdhury presided over
the session which was organ-
ised In collaboration with the
Asla-Pacific Forum of Envi-
ronmental Journalists, the
Commonwealth Environmen-
tal Journalists Association and
with support from the UNDP,
World Bank, Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forest and several
other development agencies.

FEJB chief Quamrul Islam

Protest againﬁstﬂ’l‘aslima

to tackle air pollution’

Chowdhury said air pollution
was slowly poisoning people all
over the world.

Earlier, the workshop
drafted a media strategy to help
curb air pollution. They identi-
fied the reasons for the problem
and possible solutions.

Secretary General of Inter-
national Federation of Envi-
ronmental Journalists Manuel
Satorre, CEJA Secretary Gen-
eral Nina Ratulele, Ray Chenng
from the USA, Additya Man-

sresthan of Nepal, Zaighm
Khan of Pakistan and FEJB
General Secretary Molizur

Ralhinan also spoke at the clos-
ing ceremony.

Enayetullah Khan said
many objectives often could not
be reached due to lapses in pol-
icy decisions.

He said the government re-
cently increased taxes on im-
porting two-stroke engines for
auto-rickshaws, the main cul-
prit of air pollution in Dhaka,
instead of banning their im-
ports.

Haroon Habib said Dhaka,
which is known as a city of
rickshaws, is being branded a
city of air pollution, too.

“The simple reason is that
the motor vehicles which ply in
the city are not properly main-
tained. Traffic regulations are
not being enforced. There s no
punishment for those un-
scrupulous elements who con-
taminate fuel.

in Bombay: 100 held

BOMBAY, Mar 6 : Controver-
sfal Bangladeshi feminist
writer Taslima Nasreen today
vowed to continue her fight
against oppression as Muslim
groups held a protest rally to
denounce her visit to the city,
reports AFP.

Police detained some 100
Muslims for staging protests
against Nasreen, who launched
the Marathi language transla-
tion of her novel "Shodh”
("Paying Back") here today.

The protesters carried ban-
ners and posters which read:
"Nasreen go back. We are ready
(o kill Taslima Nasreen.,” the
witnesses sald.

Nasreen told a 1.000-strong
audience at a downtown Bom-
bay auditorium that death
threats and other forms of in-
timidation did not scare her.

‘I will never be silent but
will fight all the evil forces till
my death. Your love and sympa-
thy has made me more commit-
ted and determined to be true to
my cause,” she said to thunder-
ous nr;:l:mav after releasing the
translation of her latest work.

‘I hope that the handful of
crazy people who are creatin
all this noise will one day ﬁnﬁ
reason and hear not only their
own voices but also the volces of
others."

Cable operators
threaten to
switch off some

TV channels

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Cable Operators
Oikya Sme. a platform for the
country's cable operators, has
threatened to switch off certain
channels by March 9 to protest
hikes in renewal fees.

The operators also urged
people to side with them in
their dispute with Nation-wide
Communications Limited, the
service provider, assuring their
customers sports channels
would be unaffected.

They made the threat during
a press conference at the Jatiya
Press Club, which was ad-
dressed by Mir Hossain Akhtar,
president of the Bangladesh
Satellite Cable Networks Own-
ers Association, Sadaf Hasnain
Monjur, president of the Cable
TV Owners Federation, and Fa-
zlul Karim Abu, president of the
Cable TV Equipment Importers,
Dealers and Cable Operators
Association of Bangladesh.

The leaders said NCL took
advantage of its monopoly and
raised renewal fees by 20 per
cent for certain channels, such
as Star Movies and Zee Cinema,
and by 141 per cent for Channel
V.

The leaders said service
providers in mneighbouring
countries didn't increase their
subscription rates, despite sub-
sidising the cost of decoders.
NCL did not subsidise
Bangladesh's cable operators

and has been charging high fees
for digital decoders, they said.

The leaders said they have
no choice but to increase their
subscription rates

“However, increasing sub-
scription rates wouldn't solve
the problem, since the city's
various area have different fi-
nancial capabilities,” one
leader said. “If we increase our
rates we'll lose a lot of cus-
tomers, pushing our opera-
tional costs beyond our capac-
ity.”

Subscribers were charged
only Taka 200 per month when
cable operators introduced the
service, when most of the chan-
nels were free-to air, they said,

The cable operators will also
hold a rally on March 9 at 11:00
a.m. in Muktangyan. They will
also submit a memorandum at
NCL's office to press home their
demands.

PM: Clinton
From Papge 1

"Hasina-Clinton talks will
be productive,” he said, refer-
ring to a letter Clinton wrote
the Prime Minister last Decem-
ber,

Azad, however, said the
agenda for the official talks
might change right up to the
last day, since many things are
coming up everyday.

Azad said bilateral talks be-
tween Clinton and Hasina, the
reception at the airport and a
banquet by President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed at the
Bangabhaban had been settled.
The proposed civic reception
was still up in the air.

Clinton will arrive in Dhaka
between 10 am and 10.30 am
from Delhi on March 20 and
leave after attending a banquet
at the Bangabhaban.

The Forelgn Minister said
Bangladesh as leader of the
LDCs, will ralse the issue of
zero-tariff access for exports to
the US market,

Azad sald Bangladesh is the
fourth-largest garment exporter
to the United States, and would
ask Clinton to increase |ts
quota.

Azad said the extradition of
the killers had been discussed
several times In the past and
would come up during the talks.

Azad sald Clinton was com-
ing to Bangladesh at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina,

An advance team from the
White House will arrive in
Dhaka tomorrow to finalise the
itinerary for Clinton visit, se-
curity and other related mat-
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Fourth day of SSC exams

1509 more expelled

in 15 districts

By Staff Correspondent

About 1,509 students were
m‘cs‘pellcd on the fourth day of the
SSC examinations.

According to Dhaka Educa-
tlon Board officlals, 374 stu-
dents were expelled from the
Bengall 2nd paper exam in 15
districts.

Six candidates were expelled
in Gazipur, six in Narayangan|,
19 in Munshiganj, four In
Manikganj, 90 in Mymensingh,
14 in Sherpur, 31 in Netrokona,
15 In Kishoregon|, 57 In Tan-

ail, 81 (n Jamalpur, 15 in

aridpur, nine in Gopalgonj,
four in Rajbari, 14 In
Madaripur and nine in Shari-
atpur.

About 400 blank answer-
scripts were stolen from the
Chandaikona High School in
Raiganj, Sirajganj, last night.
The thieves jumped the security
Euard. tied him up and then

roke into the store room where
the papers were kept.

-Police officlals said the inci-
dent was “mysterious.” A case
was filed with Ralﬁgnj thana,
but no arrests have been made.

Chandaikona High School
centre authorities said they
were trying to recover the stolen
answer scripts.

Sources said 146 candidates
were expelled, leading the dis-
trict administration to ask au-
thorities to deploy paramili-
tary forces to examination cen-
(res.

Copying was a common phe-

nomena at almost all the dis-
trict's centres. A group of local
reporters weren't allowed to
visit the centre at Bagbati High
School, where copying was go-
ing on in plain view. The re-
Eorters were also badly treated
y the school authorities.
The allegations of rampant

copying also attracted the Sira-
jgan) district administration’s
attention.

In another development, at
least 15 people were injured in
clashes in front of the centre at
the Ullahpara Kamil
Madrassha, where the ‘Dakhil
examination was taking place.
Five ‘Dakhil’ students were €x-
pelled for copying.

Six more students were ex-
pelled from centres under the
Jessore Education Board. Ap-

roximately 7,633 students sat
or the Bengall 2nd paper exam-
ihation in Magura district.

A total of 989 students and
three teachers were expelled
from 14 districts under the Ra-
jshahi Education Board. One
hundred were expelled in Ra-
jshahi, 61 students and 2 teach-
ers in Nawabganj, 54 in Nao-
gaon, 14 in Natore, 44 students
and one teacher in Pabna, 146
in Sirajganj, 62 in Rangpur, 70
in Kurigram, 77 in Gaibandha,
25 in Nilphamari, 19 in Lal-
manirhat, 167 in Dinajpur, 92
in Thakurgaon and 58 in Pan-
chagarh.

Firearms of Shikdar

'Jamai' Farook, Nasir
remain tightlipped

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Mar 6: 'Jamai' Fa-
rook and Nasir Khan have not
divulged any information on
the huge firearms Ershad Shik-
dar possesses.

Although Farook and Nasir
are being interrogated In police
remand for the last few days,
police did not ask them any-
thing on Shikdar's arms and
ammunition, said a source in
Khulna Metropolitan Police.

The way they were interro-
gated is not enough to recover
the firearms, said the source.
The questions did not focus
solely on arms, rather on those

on people arrested on charges of
murder at Skid Ghat during the
rise of Ershad Shikdar.

The officials say they are not
applying the “third degree™ for
recovering the firearms fearin
there may be complaints o
human rights abuses.

“This is just an® excuse to
avoid the matter because police
officials know who are in pos-
session of these arms after the
arrest of Ershad Shikdar,” said
a lawyer of Khulna Bar.

Meanwhile, BDR were de-
ployed in the court compound
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Schoolboy killed
in road accident

By Staff Correspondent
A schoolboy was killed in a
road accldent at Uttara in the

city yesterday.
Shahtab Farshed Greig aliag

Alex, 15, a student of class nine

of International Turkish Hope
School at Uttara Model Town,
died on the spot soon after g |
S Edini vehicle hit the rick-
sg‘;w e was riding on r
Jashimuddin crossing on the -
Dhaka-Mymensingh Highway,
Shahtab was on his way to
school.

He is the only son of Ronald

Greig of British American To.
bacco and Ishrat Greig and a
nephew of Brig (rtd.] Nayeem

Amin Ahmed.

Being tossed from the rick-
shaw, Shahtab died from head
injury. Police took him to Can-
tonment thana. He was then
taken to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where the au-
topsy was carried out.

Police failed to identify the
type of the vehicle that hit his
rickshaw but suspected it to be a
bus or truck. A case was lodged
with Cantonment thana. |

A pall of gloom descended on
the school after the news of his
death reached there.

The namaj-e-janaza of the
deceased was held at Gulshan
mosque after Asr prayers. He

was later buried at Banani
graveyard.
The qulkhwani of Shahtab

will be held on Thursday after
Asr prayers at house no 7, Park
Road, Baridhara. All friends,
relatives and well-wishers have
been requested to attend the
qulkhwani and pray for the de-

parted soul.

PSA

From Page 1

Teachers Welfare Trust
(amendment) Act 2000 for plac-
ing in Parliament as bill.

The cabinet further ap-
proved a proposal for setting up
'Social Development Founda-
tion.’

fre373l 319 |

9 3 {751 3917

-—

ST IRIT [HeRfere

GUH-G1892 A3/2000

[® rorae? 91fa7 5T TR 91 1 AT JIZI IO T8

O a7 739 @y A G [REe SRFFE AT 938
TS T2 6 G G [ CISTaTend (TS
FEF | A7 B ACT (qITY T $ISY G BRI SN
FHFT TPIT SIF/ 93T I P |

A @I N30T FIZCL WG TR 71 SILNI A

fAeaTIcga &7 IS FIET MTIT I3 VG 78 I |
O IEfere ¢/v VU &N @} N @3 el FI

FEH | C2TH AIBCHNT FZICT A o 7 I NI |

YT YT, Wﬁﬁwwﬁwﬁzwmw
feeq w1 271 ©IR WBIPe #ifaq [RAe ey W 93¢
ﬁmwsﬁmmmzwﬁaﬁmmﬁ%_

S8 IR TG T N FTHIZ

WWWWW@

& G IRLI GIFT GIPTT VSIF FIAFCAT FIT 0b (TP
Voo-T® «I¢ Aifq B SOFIG [A6IF (RTF I3 FID
eI e 23y | fAags [REnGs F1[ea ITe 9if o+
W1ZTC 71 Y GG A9 [foqg 7919 Faged 95 Seolv
(SAICAGT TSI F1OF FA IWLNCR | WIS ¢oft AR
IS MYZ 19 | T IS b5AfS OF (WIHN A
912 AfAfEfe FISIRE AP I SN I IR |
CYIfYG ©F WICY (W16 (TP GAIZ) FAIICNT A7 b1iAT
| ST 0 ©IF (TG IGTF T ARFS FFINI IS
g1z MYIGT TR AT | BAS % (W
e G1E YR SIS I AT LAY




