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Antidote to Air Pollution

one-deaf environment ministry
extremely poor quality alr we
today. It has given rise to the !
the national metropolis of the count
what has happened to the concept of collective re-
sponsibility in a cabinet system 0 government! The
cabinet. led by PM Sheikh Hasina, seems clearly
blame-worthy for the lack of will in demanding an
explanation from the ministry of environment for its
barren performance for long four years.

It is not political will of the consensual bi-partisan

type we are talking about here; rather it has always
been a matter for an administrative will to be brought
to bear on the issue. Enforcement of fuel quality or
vehicular emission standards has nothing to do what-
soever with political stand-off, polarisation, vitriol and
moans and sighs over illusive dialogue. There could not
be any mental block to the pursuit of the apolitical goal
for safe air. But yes, the agenda on environmental pol-
lution was not organisationally adopted as a plank of
the major political parties as such. This is as ludicrous
as it is outrageous, because here is a grotesque irony
in the task being so close to the people’s heart and per-
fectly doable as well but then which has been never
approached with a mind to overcome the problem.
Ranging from an apparent decision to ban the import
of leaded fuel and two-stroke engines through that of
setting up check-points to identify the offending trans-
ports to toying with the idea of having environmental
courts, the charade giocs on, no questions asked about
the implementational status. We have often aired the
view that if the numerous government or public sector
vehicles which have been belching lethal monoxide
were phased out this would have set the right tenor for
the polluting vehicles in the private sector (o be or-
dered off the streets.
The World Bank's country director Federick Temple
has added his voice to our cause. His analysis should
stir the placid waters of governance. Regulations
spawning new opportunities for corruption do prove
unhelpful in our context. It may be a good idea, there-
fore. in accord with Temple's prescription that we
bridge the huge differential between petrol and
kerosene prices to discourage a brew of the two. But
enforcement of fuel standards like that of road-worthi-
ness of vehicles is a mater of rudimentary governance.
Our emphasis remains on making the environment
ministry’s work accountable. We want to see results
not the wailing over lack of coordination.

Exam or a Hoax?

EVERAL thousand examinees expelled, mass cheat-
ing and clashes at different centres in the first three
days of the Secondary School Certificate (SSC) exami-
nations programme speak of anything but a healthy
education environment. As it seems, examinations
under the country’s five education boards, both SSC
and Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC), have become
nothing less than military manoeuvres with heavy
deployment of law and order personnel at ‘trouble
zones', with even BDR jawaans being called in at times.
Evidently, gone are the days when teachers and local
government officials were enough to conduct reason-
ably ‘fair’ examinations. In fact, police patrol is no
longer adequate. While cheating in the examinations
assumes mammoth proportions, police have opted to
join the bandwagon, so said the Dhaka Education
Board chairman at Sunday's meeting with the par-
liamentary committee on the education ministry. SSC
and HSC examinations have truly become a hoax!

Primarily, the crisis — it is indeed one — is the con-
comitant result of years of enforcement failure, if not

nurturing of this etlrical aberration. The pity of it is,
nowadays students demonstrate and go on rampage if
not allowed to cheat. Many students, it appears, have
deemed it as their ‘lawful right, understandable given
the fact that so many cheats have been allowed to get
away with it. The impact of such an arrangement is
multi-dimensional. First, students who actually work
hard and shun unfair means are not properly reward-
ed for their efforts, neither in grading nor upon grad-
uation to working world. Second, beneficiaries of such
a systemic failure go on to constitute a substantial sec-
tion of the country's work force, thereby actually ham-
pering national productivity. Last but not the least,
mass cheating eventually leads to total disintegration
of the education system with little respect for it in the
public mind.

The Dhaka Education Board chairman was ab-
solutely right when he said that the prevailing sit-
uation was scary. To restore sanity and solemnity to
the examinations system, what we need is strict
enforcement of the rules. With hundreds of thousands
appearing at the SSC and HSC examinations every
year, the task is indeed Herculean; however, once the
tough tenor is set, aberrations will automatically
decrease. In the long run, the policy-planners might
start rethinking the examination system as such; there
lies quite a few loopholes in it to be plugged.

Like Father Like Son?

THERE are people in every free society who make
news by their queer actions. But there are very
few examples where the incidents that make news are
almost identical in nature and that too scripted by two
generations of the same family. Last year the father
almost hijacked a bank in broad daylight mm front of
hundreds of people in the busy capital's commercial
district of Motijheel. The drama continued for some
days before a court ruling was obtained by one party to
the contrary. But there was no end to speculation and
a lot of interesting stories did their rounds about the
lighter side of the serious episode. Hardly seven
months have passed, the son seems to have followed in
the footsteps of the ‘illustrious’ father and almost
hijacked the Chittagong Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, the apex body of businessmen and entre-
preneurs in the important port city on Sunday. The
incident gave rise to speculations and excitement in
the business and political circles of Chittagong. News-
paper reports say that a senior vice-president of the
organisation, whose directorship could have gone had
there been an election, according to the rulers of the
CCCI, seized the chair of the President temporarily, as
the latter did not turn up in office sensing foul-play of
the senfor vice-president and his group. Once belong-
ing to the same group the sr. vice-president thought it
prudent to make his move in haste lest he missed the
chance presented by troubled waters.

The incumbent president, overstaying due to legal
tangles between two powerful groups, called the whole
sordid affair ‘immoral and illegal’ claming that no one
can officiate during his presence in the city and sit on
his chalr. The temporary occupler of the chair finally
gave up and made himself comfortable on a sofa in the
same office. These two Incidents indicate, more than

mavericks. Can we term it also as an Ideal example o
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sufficiently, that no high chair is safe from sclf—seekln%d

the sa ing — 'like father like son'?

Xz $ .

e

T P B . T . T, ¥ W

ONOTANTER Manosh

| GKunrm. Prime Minister
Shetkh Hasina, has

inflicted the ultimate insults on
the nascent democratic body
politik of Bangladesh. How? By
projecting a negative attitude
with regard to ensuring of an
effective women 's voice In the
rule of the country during her
hour-long televised ‘face to face
with the nation' programme.
When a lady from audience
asked the Prime Minister
whether she considering the
possibilities of Increased re-
served seats and direct election
of women instead of present
thirtﬂ seats Indirectly elected
for the Jatiyo Sangsad or not,
the PM in her usual manner
was, at first, evasive and then
came out in full splendor. She
acknowledged that the Cabinet
has in principle approved the
continuation of the present sys-
tem and then blamed the Oppo-
sition for not cooperating with
her government for necessary
constitutional amendments in
order to continue the existing
arrangements,

She made it sound like as if
continuation of the present sys-
tem of indirectly elected thirty
women reserved seats, which Is
to expire in year 2001, is the ul-
timate answer to women's polit-
ical empowerment. As if enough
has not been written and ana-
lyzed about how ineffective the
roles and activities of the fe-
male MPs from the reserved
seats have been in promoting
women's issues through their
participation in the formula-
tion and implementation of
policies for women. As if the
conscious citizens of this coun-
try are not aware about how the
entire procedure, beginning
from selection, nomination
and election of these thirty fe-
male parliamentarians from
the reserved seats highlight
women's subordinate and de-
pendency status and how they
demonstrate that “"women's
travel from home to legislature
following the patriarchal route”
in effect "reestablish inequality
in gender relations in the soci-
ety" and how they are being used
as Instant vote bank by our
gender blased political parties.

In reality, however, there is
a growing realization that the
system must be made effective
that the leadership of this coun-
try is committed to enhance
women's input into the system.
We are aware that there is a
need to create a critical mass at
the national level. However,
only increase in their numeri-
cal strength is not enough.
Their potentials and efficacy

Verdict Against Hindutva: Bihar’s Blow to BJP

F the BJP had thought it
would exploit disenchant- .

ment with “jungle raj” and
romp to victory in alliance with

the Samata and - JD(U) dn - Bihar.

while making handsome gains
i1 the Orissa and Haryvana as-
semblies. it must leel disap-
pointed. It could not even repeat
its latest Lok Sabha pertor-
mance in the three states.

The Bihar verdict may mark
4 lurning point. signitying the

BJP's lurther decline and grow-
ing divergences within the

NDA.

There was a vole swing ol
nearly 10 percent against the
NDA 1 Bihar. This halved ils
seat-winning performance
within lour months. In Orissa
and Harvana. the BJP has be-
come i mere junor — and dis-
pensable — partner ol its allies.
In Orissa. it did poorly despite
an incredibly lavourable
arithmetic and the Congress's
appalling performance and
mishandling ol the cyclone al
termath

e NDA ran a charged cain

paien in all three slates. roping,
in high-prolile stars and Cen-
tral ministers. including its
supposed truamp card, Mr Vaj-
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Why do the leadership fail to comprehend the insurmountable impediments — poht.lc{ll; social and
economic faced by women candidates and that without creating an environment it is extremely

difficult for a dispossessed group to participate fully in the political process of the country?

must also be harnessed by mak-
ing them responsible to their
constituents rather than to the

party stalwarts, The present,

system, In the given criteria,
falls far short of such scenario.
Interestingly, it seems that the
PM {s also aware of the short-
comings of the existing system
otherwise she would not have,
almost spontaneously re-
sponded that it was better to
have aumcthms than nothing.
Perhaps the Prime Minister
and her advisors need to be told
that there Is another side of the
coin and f.e. {t Is better to have
nothing than having futile and
meaningless substance espe-
cially {f there is an ulterior mo-
tive behind it. I do not condone
BNP's boycotting of the parlia-
ment but I am relieved that Its
absence would block the pas-
sage of constitutional amend-
ment bills, which would have
created another 'thirty sets of
ornaments' for next one decade,
What a shame that would have
been for the nation. By default
then BNP is helping our cause.
We would rather have shunoo
goal than useless gorus. Actu-
ally the PM and her advisors
could have done a better job, If
they wanted to expose the oppo-
sition, besides demonstrating
their genuine interest in de-
mocratization process, if the
Cabinet had okayed in princi-

ple both increased number of

women's seats and mode of di-
rect election and requested BNP
to at least attend one session in
order to serve the national in-
terest. Was she afraid that BNP
would have done i{t? Most
likely BNP also would not have
agreed to such arrangement (all
major political parties have a
consensus on this issue) but
PM's case would have been
stronger and her claim to be a
champion of furthering democ-
ratization in the country would
have been vindicated.

Guessing game aside what is
sad about the whole thing is to
helplessly watch our leader-
ship's inability to understand
that ensuring women's effective
representation at every deci-
sion-making level is to funda-
mentally deal with a question
of democracy and broadening
its bases. If a country is serious
about deepening
it must have to deal with wom-
en's empowerment because for
its effectiveness and success the
full spectrum groups--major as
well as the subgroups must be

its democracy

brought Into the system.
Democracy's success and fallure
depend on the roles played h{
these subgroups of which
women constitute the majority.
It must Kept in mind that
democracy as an Ideal and
principle is Inclusive and any
system, which practices exclu-
siveness, Is not a democracy.
The constant struggle by the
marginalized groups over the
right to be in rule of the country
and their Inclusion through ac-
commodation, which make the
system just and equitable, A

stem, which believes In ex-
cluslon, is anythln[g but democ-
racy. Inclusion of women who
constitute fifty per cent of the
population but remain at the
periphery of the system with no
access to r, resources, edu-
cation health and equal oppor-
tunity, thus, form the very

heart and soul of a democratic

tive national governments have
come together to bring the Issue
of women's democratic rights to
the fore. The Beljing Platform
for Action defined two strategic
objectives concerning women s
participation in power and de-
cision-making ensuring that
women have equal access to and
full participation in the struc-
tures of power and decision-
making; and increasing wom-
en's capacity to participate. in
decision-making and leader-
ship. The Commonwealth {is
also urging its member coun-
tries to achieve a target of no
less than 30 per cent of women
in decislon-making by the year
2005. The communiqué of the
1999 Commonwealth Heads of

Government Meeting referred to
gender equality as "an essential

component of human cguallty
and g‘;aie human rights.” Varil-
ous strategies have now been

order. But despite their claims
on democracy through national
liberation movement, mass
struggle, women's movement
and their voices being heard
during the popular upsurges of
the oppressed people and claims
to power by the underprivileged,
their rightful demands have
always been pushed aside once
struggle was over. As a result,
as correctly argued by the fem-
inist theorists, that women as a

roup, whose identities are

ased on gender rather than
simply being individuals, have

. been in reality unable to enjoy

the freedom and equality so
eloquently prophesied by the
exponents of such an order and
been debarred in taking their
destiny in their own hands.
Obviously, in most countries
democratic order remained a
mere ritual than anything sub-
stantive. |
Indeed new forms of democ-
racy, more intensive and engag-
ing have been called for. Wom-
en's participation became a part
and parcel of such discourse.
And worldwide women's

" movements, commitment by

the international organiza-
tions as well as by the respec-

adopted by its member coun-

tries around the world as part of

a pledge to work with “renewed
vigor" for "democracy.”" In-
creasing women's effective rep-
resentation in the legislature is,
thus, a significant thrust and
impetus Iin making women's
voices heard in the manage-
ment of the affairs of the coun-
try. The results have been quite
hopeful.

The Commonwealth Par-
llamentary Association (CPA)

after re-examining the number

of women in national decision-
making

its fold. It is also noted that in

comparison to 1995, 25 of 46

Commonwealth countries ana-
lyzed in January 2000 demon-
strate upward trend in the per-

centage of women parliamen-
tarians in their Parliament but
five have neither increased or
decreased their percentage, and
16 out of 46 Commonwealth
countries have experienced a

percentage decrease (Women in
Commonwealth Parliaments)

Needless to say that Bangladesh
is one of those five and perhaps
would soon fall into the cate-
gory where the percentage is on

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

noted encouraging
trends in most countries within

the decrease.
Interestingly, Bangladesh Is

a signatory to all the Interna-
tifonal conventions and
romise bound to take steps 1o

ring women into the decision-
mak process of the country
including in its top most na-
tional fora. It Is also supposed

{o remain sensitive to the urg-
ing of the Commonwealth
the regard. But even after thirty
years of independence woimnen s
voice has remained muted and

stifled in the pivotal forum of
our parliamentary democracy
despite having 'dual’ represen-

tation and successive govern-

ment's claims in having im-

pressive 11 per cent wornens
share in the national legisla-
ture. Their peripheral positions
in the Cabinet, absence as Pre-
siding Officers, which have
enormous impacts on the ex-
ternal perception of women in
the Parliament, and cosmetic
presence in the Parllamentary
committee system aptly sum up
the reality that persist under
the facade of women's political
empowerment. The
Bangladeshi women leaders
and academicians have re-
peated ted out the causes of
such malaise but to no avail.
They have been Eersistcnce‘ es-
pecially since the 'democracy
movement that was instrumen-
tal In overthrowing the auto-
cratic regime of Ershad, in thelr
demands for being directly
elected at a the highest level of
decision-making. Such posi-
tive scenario was feasible had
there been a total commitment
on the part of the political lead-
ership of the country. And had
the political parties, in this
context, been totally commit-
ted.

Unfortunately the fact of the
matter is that our self-seeking
politiclans have been using the
state apparatus for sell-ag-
grandizement only without
paying any heed to women and
democracy as their political
agenda. Unlike the political
parties of a number of developed
and developing countries who
have adopted policies that
enhanced women's candidacy
winnable and numerically bet-
ter, the ones in Bangladesh
have been blissfully happy with
their male dominated party
structure and a women's front
as fifth wheel of the party hav-
ing no say either in the formu-
lation of the party manifesto or

By vetoing the BJP’s sectarian agenda, the non-BJP parties have a lot to gain.
If they succumb to the BJP—on Constitution review, saffron education, the
Bomb, increased defence spending and right-wing economic policies, as in the
Budget — they will get marginalised.

payee. But the card lailed.

In Bihar. the tailure was es-
pecially ¢laring. Mr Laloo Ya-
dav. tainted by misgovernance
and the lodder scamnm. and with-
out allies. was clearly vulnera

ble. By contrast, the BJP with
its upper-caste base. the Samata
with its Kurimis. and the JD(U)
with ils Dalits and Yadavs.
made a formidable coalition.

The NDA seemed all set Lo
win the amnti-Laloo war il
Litnched two vears ago. Its hope
ol dislodging him, il not
through President’'s rule. then
by the ballot. was reinforced by
numerous polls which gave RJD
OO seals.

Bult Mr Yadav bounced back
with 123 seats. The NDA otlered
no alternative to “jungle raj".
Mr. Yadav not only managed (o

retain his 26 (o 28 per cent vole
biuse: hie even gained support
Irom a section of Dalits. fed up
wilhh Mr Ram Bilas Paswan's
capitulation to Hindutva.

The NDA paid the price in
Bihar lor the BJP's Hindutva.
The Muslit masses punished it
lor supporting the BJP's agenda
to sallronise education and re-
view the Constitution. Muslims
chiose the secular bul corrupt
RJD. voting against the com-
munal. and only slightly less
corrupt. NDA.

Another lactor worked in
Laloo’s favour. This was vack-
ing Irom the “most backward
classes” (MBCs) who felt he has
given them a voice, although
little by way ol development.
An estimated 60 percent of the
Dalit-MBC vote went to the
RJD.

Facing hartals

Sir, It is rather bemusing to
find the ruling party workers
(some hired, paid, rented?) stag-
ing 'elaborate’ (for the TV cam-
era, the way the shots are
edited) 'peace processions'
whenever the opposition al-
liance resort to hartals. One
question for BTV: what is the
evidence that the street shots of
‘normal’ traffic were taken on
hartal days? Cameras can be
made to lie, specially in this
digital age. What purpose does it
serve, and for whose benefit
these peace marches are put on?
The mentality of the political
parties are well known to the
experienced and exploited vot-
ers of Sonar Bangla. Sham
shows are damned shows (from
any quarter), and forced hartals
are to be condemned, but the
right is there fundamentally, so
long these are peaceful and vol-
untary.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Hazari lashes

out again
Sir, On 22 February 2000, i
Lhe evening session ol BBC's

Bengall service. an interview ol
AL MF Joynal Abedin Hazari.
was broadcast. | just could not
believe what Mr Hazari said
during the interview. He said il
i the tuture any woman goes

out on the night of 318t Decenn-
ber he will personally take ac-
hions against her. When pointed
out that many women leaders ol
our country go out atter mid-
night to Shahid Minar, will Mr
Hazari bar them as well from
going there; Mr Hazari's reply
was, according to Bengali and
Islamic culture evervone could
go oul but he does not think it to
be vight for the Muslim to cele-
brate Christian lestival and
Lhat is the reason why he was
threatening the women with

dhire conséqguences.
What Mr Ilazari had said
was really preposterous. I our

country. in every sphere ol life
we follow the Gregorian Calen-
cdar. The three very important
days - 21st February. 26th
March and 16th December are
celebrated. according to Grego-
rian calendar and not Bengali
or Hijri year. Then what is (he
harm il we celebrate the New
Year on the night of 31st De-
cemmber?

Nin Jahan

Chiltagony

Cattle lick

Sir, Cattle lick is not yet fa-
miliar in Bangladesh but in
Holland. Denmark and other
developed countries, it is widely
used in dairy farms. This cattle

lick contains about eight min-

erals that is required for the
cattle's proper growth and re-
production. These minerals are
-- phosphorous, calcium, iron,
sulfur, copper, -iodine, cobalt
and sodium.

In order to make a lick; all
these elements are combined
logether in a brick form. This
brick looks as an ordinary
brick used in construction
work. However, it Is not as hard
as an ordinary brick. This
brick is very much helpful for
the cattle as they could get their
mineral nourishment from it.

These mineral bricks have
number of benefit as it in-
creases milk and meat produc-
lion and control parasites, It
also controls and corrects re-
production cycle of cows. It in-
creases appelite, improves body
structure of the cattle and helps
giving birth to healthy calves.

Cattle lick is not a substitute
ol lodder. For best result, the
cattle should be fed with ade-
quate lodder along with the
lick. Per cattle, normally 12/14
bricks per day are considered
sullicient although it may vary
in dillerent condition,

I have made a few such cattle

licks by collecting ingredients
lrom local market. To make a
hall-kg lick, it cost me taka 30.
Each brick can be used for 2/3
months for a single animal.
Hence it is not costly; any ordi-
nary farmer can afford it.

The aforementioned miner-
als can also be fed by making a
mixture with the minerals. But
a mineral brick is much betler
Lthan average mineral mixture.
Furthermore, it is more effec-
live, easy to handle and
cheaper.

Il these cattle lick is intro-
duced in our country, it can play
an important role to our live-
stock sectlor. The authorily con-
cerned may kindly think over
this.

Md Mizanur Rahman
North Agrabad Chittagong

Postal services on
Saturdays

Sir, At present, some large
and/or busy post offices in
Dhaka city are kept open on
Saturdays. In view of the higher
demand for postal services in
the larger residential areas due
to infiltration of more offices
and business centres, it {s pro-
posed that the post offices
within the metropolitan area
may be kept open at least for
half a day on Saturdays. If not,
the night post offices may be
kept urcn. Also the delivery of
malil should be for six days a
week, if not seven (formerly dak
was delivered twice a day!).

In fact the whole concept of
6-day working week may be se-
riously reviewed, to meet popu-
lar public demand (without in-
creasing the average weekly
wurklnf, hours), How the coun-
try will develop fast with two
off days a week? The essential
services must be working
(iIncluding the banks). There is
no point in getting 'popular' the
Wrong way.

A lHusain
Dhaka
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Here is the verdicl's true sig-
nificance. The BJP regarded Bi-
har as the last bastion ol
“Mandalism”™ or OBC politics ol
self-respect. It lervently hoped
to lay Mandal to rest, and thus
gain long-term dominance in
the Gangetic plains. That hope
took a beating in Uttar Pradesh
three months ago with the ex-
pulsion of Mr Kalyan Singh and
breaking up of the BJP's OBC
base. Today. it stands all but
dashed. |

Mandal has not run out ol
steam—certainly not in the
backward hinterlands ol U.P.
and Bihar, where there are no
roads. where schools and
health centres rarely work,
cast¢ discrimination 1s ram-
pant. and social mobility non-
exisienl. Low-casle self-asser
tion is all-important there.

The BJP nurtured yet an-

other hope: of marginalising its

regional allies. The party pays

lip-service to coalition politics.

But it is ideologically uncom-

lortable with it. It has a strong

national identity based on ho-
mogeneity and uniformily.
That identity is a Hindutovu
irade-mark: “one nation. one
people. one race’. The latesl
verdict is a strong rebull to iL.
An even greater rebull would

be the formation of an RJD-led

government in Patna. which
the NDA is desperately Lrying to
prevent by playing the

“dissident”™ Nitish Kumar card.
The situation is fluid but
[avours the RJD. The CPI-CPI
(ML) see the RJD as a hostile
force. Three hundred of their
supporters were massacred un-
der its rule. They cannot easily
back it.

But even less can support the
NDA. Both Constitutional
practice and numbers favour
Lthe RJD combine. The Governor
will have to invite the RJD-
CPM front (with 125 seats) il the
Congress (23) agrees o back 1t.

The Congress has limnited op-
tions. It too performed poorly
in the elections. Now it has no
choice but to temper ifs ambi-
tions and lorget re-creating the
vlory of one-party dominance.

The Congress too needs
coalitions. Above all. it needs a
well-focused strategy based cen-
trally on principled opposition
to Hindwtva. The Congress has
taken on the RSS. This is wel-
come. It must now. logically,
keep the NDA oul ol power in
Biliar.

The NDA has emerged with
changed internal power bal-
ances. Its non-BJP components
have gained in political weight.
In recent weeks. they vetoed the

o

selection the candidates,
ty in power did not
ringing necessary elector
forins similar to the oneg
which a number of dev i
countries have adopted aftey
thorough research and negotjs.
tion. Neither has the manage.
ment of electoral process beep ey
engendered. Sadly no attempig .
have made to create a T
environment 'so that wome,

could take their rightful g
Jature. ’ng qugﬁ

in
Te.
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in the
is: why do the leadership faf] 1o
comprehend the Insurmoup

nt-
able impediments — m
that

social and economic
women candidates and
without creating an envirop.
ment it s extremely diffic
for a dispossessed group to par.
ticipate fullﬂ in the politica)
rocess of the count And
ow long would the ruling eljje
use the pretext of disagreeab)e
atmosphere as an argument for
not granting the female ula.
tion to be in the mainstream of
the politics as evidenced by |
Chief Justice Habibur Rah.
man's observation In a
organized by Khan Foun
that women should not
contest direct elections as
as the situation is not cop.
ducive? But the point is how
can there be a gender {
atmosphere If the state remaing
gender insensitive in creatmg
such environment? What re:
ally intrigues me is the way the
leadership of our country re.
mains completely oblivioug
about the reality and situation
and then can make a case of
women being unable and in.
competent to take part in the
electoral process and get electeq " = =
in large number? , FE- o

Prime Minister ‘s challenge
to women for not utilizing the
opportunities of ‘dual’ represen.
tation and contest from all
three hundred seats is a cruel
joke in this context. Her exaun-
ple or for that matter examples
of a couple of women parlia-
mentarians are, for under-
standable reasons, exceptions
and not the norm. The PM must
know this. What our humble
submission to Madame Prime
Minister is that whether or not
a soclety moves toward democ-
racy is 'fundamentally shaped
by the balance of power ' and
since the power balance be-
tween men and women is pa-
thetically lopsided it is about
time that serious attempts and
steps are taken to correct that
imbalance. Moving away from
that commitment is tanta-
mount to a betrayal of democe-
racy.

raising of food and petroleum
prices. They also oppose Gu-
jarat’s decision on the RSS,
These “secular” allies could be-
come more assertive. '

At the same time, internal
diffterences within the BJP age
likely to sharpen. Mr L. K. Ad-
vani and Mr K.N. Govin-
dacharva will comme under at-
tack lrom party nivals for the

Bihar fiasco. Mr Govin-
dacharya says the BJP will em-
phasise its “distinct (read.

communal) identity”. Such
views are bound to be opposed
internally.

This too lavours the NDA's
“secular”™ partes. They can
prove they are self-respecting
political partners. not poodles.
to use Mr Jaipal Reddy’'s phrase.
They must recognise that public
opinion is fturning against
hardcore Hindutva.

February 25 saw an impres-
sive mobilisation ol the intelli-
gentsia agamnst the saffronisa- *
tion ol education, More than
2.000 leading scholars demnon
sttatea in the Capital—the
biggest such mmobilisation since
the Babri denmolition.

By vetoing the BJP's sectar-
1an agenda. the non-BJ)” parties
have a lol to guain. If they suc-
cumb o the BJP—on Coustitu-
Lion review. sallron education.
th& Bomb. increased defence
spending aud right-wing eco-
nomic polices. as in the Budget
— Lthey will get marginalised.

The BJP s a hegemonic
party which preys upon its
partners — as with the Ram Ra-
jva Parishad in the past. and
the Janata Dal in Gujaral re-
cently. Its NDA allies have a
simple choice: Resist or Perish.

+ OPINION

"The Level

Till the next %eneral elec-
tions, the level of governance
will continue to suffer, and re-
main cribbed, cabined and con-
fined, due to sustained con-
frontational politics, which is
intensifving rather than di-
minishiag. The latest contro-
versial act is the passage of the
PSA-2000, which has been con-
demned, both politically and
otherwise. The non-trans-
parency of public representa-
tion is an elusive chase, both
for the players and the outside
observers.

Running the government
may be confined to mainte-
nance level, and to some mini-
mum ad hoc actions in the es-
sential services. The civil ser-
vice will rest on routine chores,
and the planning exercises will
not rise above the routine re-
minder and review levels, There
may be more opening cere-
monies for claiming post-
mortem credit later. The donor
level inputs may not increase
during this transitional period,
due to lack of motivation at the
other end. The general objective
of the governors at this stage
would be to keep the system go-
ing with minimum expenditure
of time, energy and money. This
pattern of sluggishness is uni-
versal.

The political parties would
be more interested in consoli-

e ——————

Alif Zabr -

dating their positions for the
coming formal onslaught on
the right to govern, or be rele-
ated to the level of the official
pposition, which appears to
have no social status in this ris-
ing society. It is difficult to set-
tle down in a limelight, and per-
form without distraction.
There is a style for doing
some specific activities. Propa-
ganda and publicity are Te-
quired before the decision-
making stage (for public
awareness), and, after the end of
the commission. The interven-
ing period is one of silence, and
quiet efficiency. Our gover-
nance is so noisy, day after day.
It is more satanic tugs than di-
vine discontent, embedded in
the human species. One cannot
easily escape one's DNA/RNA
programming code. Developing
countries have a formidable
task in hand: how to change the
patterns of thinking and ap-
roach. The rest are nuts and
olts — technology.
That is the problem in the
LDCs : the lack of respect for as-
- signed public responsibilities.
Wielding power is a glamourous
preoccupation, and overuse of it
Is an exciting challenge, defying
control at any stage. The vie-

tims are the lowly and the hon-
est.

of Governance

‘with the bank-loan-defaulters

to ‘fruvlde walking space for the | |
to

. |

There is a lot of horjzontal
displacement in a rising and
changing society, when the
vertical ascension is formally
curbed. But there must be
movements in a dynamic soci-
ety. Impatience tempts towards
diversionary paths; and intol-
erance reappears in the form of
nagging tongues. The noise level
is higher, and the silence of ef-
ficiency is disturbed. Entropy
rises, and remains high for
decades, till the gro rate
reaches the take-off point. It is
an elusive chase of the hare and
the hounds.

Success attracts the flies of
entrepreneurship; and the re-
sulting epidemics are charac-
teristically familiar; leading

non-procession. Desires have
wants; and the more the desires,
the more the want — wanting in
moral standard. The drome
of systems loss is , and
the greatest systems loss comes
from flssiparous dissipations. |

The top leadership has to be |
flexible. This period is extended |
indefinitely, during all re S |

dlers of democracy. In the |
tropics it is hot and humid, |
hence air-conditioning of polit- |
ical stances is inevitable. That |
is the problem: where is the |
natural fresh air and ventila-
tion? -
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