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Pakistan rules
out Timited
war’ with India

ISLAMABAD, Mar 4: Pall:-
tan yesterday ruled out the
3 bjﬁity of?a limited war
with India. claiming New Delhi
could not afford one. reperts
PTL

There will be no limited war
with India as it (New Delhi) is
aware that it cannot afford such
a confrontation and knows its
vulnerability, Javed Jabbar.
Media Adviser to Pakistan's
military ruler Gen Pervez
Musharral, said at a weet-the-
press programime in Karachi,

If ndia makes such a mis-
take. then Pakistan will give a
belitting reply. Jabbar said. ac-
cording to offlcial APP news
agency.

He said Pakistan's armed
forces had adequate conven-
tional capability to counter any
threat from across the border.

Claiming that the present
military regime was committed
to peace, and peace alone. Jab-
bar alleged India had been
dreatly pained at the coming to
power ol the present govern-
tnent and we had to face un-
precedented hostility.,

India has hiked its defence
budget by 28 per cent and made
lutile eflorts to get Pakistan de-
clared a terrorist state, he said.
adding but the government has
countered these odds effectively
and foiled India’s bid to malign
Pakistan

Pakistan has also drawn the
uiternational community’s at-
tention to the reign of extrem-
ists in India. he added.

Benazir terms US
policy toward
Pakistan ‘confused’

PARIS. Mar 4. Former Pak-
slani prune minister Benazir

Bhutto on Friday described as |

conlused” US policy toward her
country, reports AFP.

They (the.  Americans) are
not able to make up their mind
as o what they want,” Bhutto
told reporters at a luncheon
during a private visit to Paris.

She said the confilict between
~Pakistan and India had tumed
Southeast Asia into the most
dangerous place in the world
and quick action had to be
taken to avoid any escalation.

Bhutto said [ndia’s decision
1o increase by 28 per cent its
military budget this vear was a
very bad sign” that was likely
to be followed by Pakistan.

[l 1s tume for both goverui-
ments lo confron? 1lus mauer.”
she said. "War talk and war hys-
leria can get out of hand.”

The lormer premier. who
has been living in exile in Lon-
dou. said she wanted to returm
to Pakistan but would not be
welcomed back at this time.

I want to go back. I miss my
home. mv family,” she said. "l
don't like living like a nomad.”

-

Protesters demand trial @

of Pinochet

SANTIAGO, Mar 4: Some
1.000 people staged a noisy
protest here Friday night, de-
manding that ex-dictator Au-
gusto Pinochet be prosecuted,
and saving his apparent robust
health upon return to Chile
made a mockery of claims he
was unfit to stand trial, reports
AFP

Today all of Chile saw the
return of the dictator, getting
off the plane. walking, smiling
and leaving no doubt he enjoys
good health,” groups represent-
ing victims of the 1973-1990
said in a statement read at the
gathering

The march through central
Santiago culminated at La
Moneda. the presidential palace
that was the target of air and
ground attack in the 1973 mili-
tary coup.

Protesters chanting "assas-
siy1, assassin” held up pho-
tographs of friends or relatives
who were among the thousands
killed during the dictatorship.

The demonstrators lowered
to half-mast the dozen fNags
that front La Moneda.

Pinochet arrived in Chile
Friday morning one day alter
British Home Secretary Jack
Siraw freed him after 16
months ol house arrest. Straw
ruled on medical advice thal
Pinochet was unfit to stand
trial in Spain. where he IS
wanted on charges of torture

Upén arrnival, Pinochet was
taken to Santiago's Military

chaos

cias!”

old stuacdent

Hospital. but checked out nine
hours later

"It was all a farce, a make-
believe,” said Patricla Silva
whose brother was killed under
the dictatorship and who heads
a group representing victims ol
military rule

A total of 60 lawsuits have
been filed in Chile againsl
Pinochet, but, as a senator lor
life., the former dictator enjoys
immunily from prosecution.

AP adds: In Chile, where the
population is sharply divided
over his 17-vear-rule. his sup-
porters threw him a welcome
that clearly demonstrated the
backing he enjoys irom the
armecl forces. right-wing {mliti
crans and prominent busi
eSS,

‘Augusto Pinochet rescued

onr country!” exclaimed Ana

Maria Agulirre, 51, waving a
large poster of Pinochetl as he
left the military hospital

She charged that Chile had®

slipping into socialist
under Allende in the
1970s before Plnochet and his
lellow oflicers stepped in with
their bloody coup.

"Pinochet! Pinochet! Gra-
many in the crowd
shouted. as they were held back
by police around the gates of the
hospital. Many wore headbands
inscribed with Pinochet's
e, or waved red. white and
Line Chilean [lags.

Mareo Figueroa, a 22-vel
saicl he was over-

been

joyecdd. T am just so happy. |

can't helleve we have him back.” |

He added that Pinochet ap-
peared more robust than ex-
ected because he was back at
ast o Chilean sofl. "He is
hardy, he I1s a soldier and he
lound strength upon returning
home." sald Figueroa,

Pinochet left about ning
hours later amid extremely
tight security. Troops swiftly
shut the doors of his white-
walled compound behind his
Mercedes Benz when he reached
home.

Across the cily, dozens .ol
human rights activists and rcl-
atives of dissident., wha disap-

rr'un:d during Pinochet's regime

ield a vigii in front of the pres-
idential palace.

Pinochel was arrested in
London on Oct. 16, 1998, on a
warrant issued by & Spanish
juclge

The human rights groups
malintained he looks healthy
and that his {liness was a ruse
to avold extradition to Spain.

‘Pinochet Is not as sick as
they say. And it has been proved
today with the kind of recepiion
they organised for him,” said
Viviana Diaz, head of an organ-
Isation of relatives of the dis-
appeared.

Slraw's f(inal report aon
Pinochet said doctors [ound il
unlikely the general could fake
mental incapacitation, and
Chile's interior minister dis-
missed claims ol lakery.

International

-
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Chilean ex-dictator Augusto Pinochet waves to supporters
and the press upon arrival in Santiago, Chile, on Friday.
Pinochet left Britain on Thursday after British Home
Secretary Jack Straw announced his decision to free him

on health grounds. — AFP photo

CPI leader Geeta
Mukherjee dead

NEW DELHI. Mar 4: Grela

Mukherjee, veteran leade.- of
thie Communist Party of India.
died early Saturdayv of a mas-
sive heart attac!. her pariy
said. She was 76, reports AP.

Her death came suddenly as
she was preparing to leave for a
party programme in the north-
ern town of Aligarh. 125 Kkilo-
meters (75 miles) southeast of
the national capital, New Delhi.
the Press Trust of India news
agency said.

Her sudden death shocked
party colleagues and lawmak-
ers who had backed her in par-
liament Friday as she vocifer-
ously protested a government
decision to of allow civil ser-
vants 1o join a Hindu organiza-
tion linked with the assassina-
tion of Indian independence
leader Mohandas Gandhi.

The issue has rocked par-
liament since the budget session
began earlier this month.

Mukherjee joined the com-
munist party in 1924 as a ~tu-
dent and was onec of the fo 1d-
Ing members ol Lhe communist
movemernl in the state of Wesl
Benpgal. She was *he widow of
prominent communist party
ieader Bishwanalh Mukherjee.

Slie was the secretary of the
(VI national council and the
coeputy leader of the party in the
Lok Sablha or the lower house of

rent

SBANGLADESH PAKISTAN SRILANKA

Tens of thousands of Indian Muslims shout anti-government slogans during a protest

march on their way to Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's residence in New Delhi on
Friday against a northern state introducing legislation requiring official permission to

construct

mosques. The protesters said Uttar Pradesh government controlled by |

Vajpavee's Hindu nationalist BJP party was restricting their religious freedom.
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US Defence chief to visit Japan: s

Defence Secretary Willam Cohen will visit Japan Trom March
15 to 17 lor discussions on issues relating to the T]S military
presence in the country, a Japanese news agency reported
Saturday, Reuters reports from Tokyo.

Cohen will hold talks with Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi and
other senior Japanese officials that are likely to touch on issues
such as Japanese [unding support for US troops in the country,
rnyodo News reported citing Japanese Defence Agency officials.

Haiti po

nes elections: bogecea by

organisational problems that left more than I million voters
unregistered. Haiti on Friday postponed March 19 elections
uritil a date to be specified, AP reports from Port-Au-Prince.
The announcement came only hours after the UN Security
Council urged Haiti not to postpone the legislative and local
elections. which it said were crucial to the Caribbean nation's

fledigling democracy

cdrug (ratlic

tl'aﬁCkeI‘S l{i]led: Three Afghan

ters were killed In separate incidernits Friday during

shoot -outs with Russian border guards. the border guard press-
centre said, AFP reports from Dushanbe.

The lirst shooting at the southeastern border happened -t
1400 GMT 2000 BST when gunmen from Afghanistan., some
already in Tajik territory, began shooting. Russians returned
fire. killing two Alghans and confiscating a kilogram of heroin

. and a grenade. Five hours later, another shooting left another
Afghan dead. Russian border guards seized a Kalashnikov rifle.

(NCC
@e ”w) |

S =<

The Global

e

EDUCATION & TRAINING

H # 15 (3rd Floor), Rd. 7,
Dhanmond,

Tel 8622060, 8622481 Fax: 862223

e-mail: ibcstrng @ bot-online.com

..II-I1 _'!.I'i:.i _:.!_I.-'

i L]
L

IT Campus

s,

= J
Ed -
[ 1 &

ey
7. B

L

L
R

=

| g
[
{ i.:‘ !J N n

, .
L 4
tar—— ¥ |

= i |
1

& I

y
i
i
F s
L

tj‘
3 .
b ¢
- |
’ i
- & - . . o .
o 3 e q
B e AR

DuT

Main : '
64/3 Lake Kalabagan (4th Fl.), Dhaka.
Tel 9122301, 9116600, 9113203

9126840, 9125049, 9117205, 9124773 .
@-mail: nccdaff @ bdmall.net Web: www.daffodil-bd.com

iR

MYANMAR

¥

:
-

Israel not yet close
to deal with Syria

JERUSALEM, Mar 4: Prime broke down in January over Is
Minister Ehud Barak's Hlllll'l' raecl's refusal to agree ['n a with
denied on Friday a report from drawal to the lines it held on
Israel’'s Channel One Television 1he eve of the 1967 Middle East
which said Israel and Syria war when it captured the Golan

were weeks away from reaching Heights

a peace agreement, reports I'he television report said
Reulers. | the border issue had been re
Israel has no information solved and it would be drawn

concerning the possibility of
resuming the talks with the
Syrians and the date when they
will be renewed.” said an offi-

international border,

(o the east

cial irom Barak's oflice DEA security arrangements
The television report said that are satisfactory to the Is
the deal "was in the bag”. It said raeli sources reignty ovelr
the accord, including an agree- the water." it said. adding that
ment on an Israeli troop pullout the Sea of Galilee and the Jor

dan River

|sraeli control

from south Lebanon. would be
preserded to the rnabionr within
five weeks

In Washington. a US State = ducation
Department official said: 5Sand, who
‘There are no plans for a meet-
ing (between Israeli and Syrian
negotiators) and we are not
aware ol any deal that is in the
works.” [U's not impossible

Israeli-Syrian peace talks dgreement between
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resumed in December after an oyvria will be sealed within sev-
X | almost four year halt. The talks ¢eral wecks.” he told the televi
~— AFP photo | sion
. ® [ 3
&l &
Russia to help | Mozambique
. ] il L l . |
BPdLL Station more aid
MOSCOW Mar 4: Russia is
rmc.lvi to help China build a na- biq%ﬁ“i”:’f:; P:i,fr ;4 ‘\,"T“f'””
Ltional space station, deputy : & 1 S il
prime IIIIIHIS[(“I' llva Klf‘he’{)l'lﬂ‘i Chissano appealed Friday for
told ITAR-TASS today Bel'ore more international aid for his
retfurning to Moscow from Bej.— flood-stricken FOLNGEEYS « SAYing
iing. reports AFP. the total cost of recovery would
"We had very serious discus- be at least )2:'10 million dollars
sions with our Chinese friends | T¢POrts ArF. .
on this topic.” Klebanov said In an interview with the
“They have their own ideas BBC, he said Mozambique
: . 4 [adeda more tents, (ood, blan-
but asked us to help them with | needed mi tents, lqod, bla
our {‘.Kpt‘nlf'}{‘.“ }]f’ ac f'](‘d kEtS ClDlI]E‘\ III(JIII(‘|I1PH ‘L"-.."dlt‘r
Klebanov, who was on a | ¢ontainers and water purifiers
three-day visit to China which | _HC sald a previous S
ended Saturday. held meetings that Mazambique needed 65
with Chinese President Jiang million deollars in aid was now
Zemin who saiu he supported Inadequate. as it had been based
I_Zluza'bm S position and action in t‘.;_nh i }E“W of 300.000 people f Tg'i
Chechnya, where Russian sol- ‘ ’:‘Prlld”_‘d, e
diers are battling a separatist D_";* We are speaking about L
| In return, Klebanov said he | adﬂ:i' ekl vdi: - G 1’
%LHJP-:::H('{I China's stance on the (‘ht:-::} ::cllmifll:ﬂh:::l- 9
alwarn issue, g L, T
Their comments reflected also needed help to repair basic | ... =

Lthose made by Russian oflicials
and Chinese Foreign Minister
Tang Jiaxuan who was in
Moscow earlier this week.

infrastructure such as roads
bridges, power-lines and
schools, giving a total burden ol
al least 250 million dollars

JlIhL‘ Lhaily Sar 5

Chinese Communist Party
leader sacked for corruption

BEIJING., Mar 4: A senlor
Communist Party official close
tn China's number twa Li Peng
has been sacked for corruptiornr,
the otficial Xinta news agency
reported today, says AFP.

Cheng Kejie, a vice chalrman
of the China's parltament the
National People's Congress
(NPC), was removed from his
post Just a day before the open-
ing of the NPC's annual session.

Cheng 18 suspected of being
involved In activities violating
the law and discipline. is now
reflecting om his own problems,
and has applied for leave to the
session and the NPC standing
committee.” Xinhua quoted an
NPC statement as saying.

Xinhua sald Cheng will not

| be admitted into the parliament
| meeting.

He is the latest victim of a

| wide-reaching anti-corruption
| campaign

being headed by
Premier Zhu Rongji which has
unearthed a series of huge scan-
dals in recent months reaching

| into the heart of government.

Cheng was sumrmmoned to Bei-

| jing in 1997 by NPC chairman

L1 Peng to become one of the 18
'+ vice chairmen.
¢ governed the

Jefore that

southwest autonomous region

of Guangd.
Hong Kong press reporis

| have implicated Cheuy in a4 cor-

ruption scandal Iinvolving
66.000 US dollars. a relatively
paltry sum compared to the
multi-billion
discovered in recent years.

Cheng's former number two
in Guangxi, Xu Bigsong, was ar-

rested in June 1998 and sen-
tenced a year later to life in

dollar scandals

prison for his role In the scam.

The Hong Kong press has
said Cheng has been under
house arrest since last surmmer.

The timing of Cheng's sack-
ing is significant as Premier
Zhu Is expected 1o give consid-
erable weight to the fight
against corruption in his work
report speech to the opening
session of the parliament on
Sunday.

Voting begins
in Thailand

BANGKOK. Mar 4: The people
of Thailand were voling in Sen-
ate elections today in a crucial
first test of a new constitution
framed in a bid to purge the
rampant corruption which has
for decades tainted their
democracy, reports AFF

The Senate polls -/l install
200 represeniatives in the upper
house of parliament which will
have powers Lo examine legis-
lation and impeach the gov-
ernment.

They are the first polls run
under a new “people’s constitu-
tion” promulgated in 1997 and
intended to make politics more
democratic, transparent and
less prone to corruption.

But despite thousands of
election posters sprouting out of
lamppaosts, billboards and from
cars campaigning has strangely
muted

New laws make it illegal for
candidates to do much more
than introduce themselves to
the public. and, officlally at
least, political parties have
beenn barred from organising
campaigns ’

Off the Record W

Clinton most charismatic
man : Monica

NEW YORK

:‘If.u.i[

4: Monica Lewinsky, whose tawdry affair

with President Bill Clinton nearly cost him the White House.,

said in

A magazine interview that

any woman’ lelt alone with

the president would have done what she did. reports AFP

Clinton

is the most charismatic man. Any woman alone in

y room with him for five minutes would have done the exact

darfc
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(Clinton) pick her?

lDﬁ}ri;]';., i1 ITiC
said the former White House intern

Lewinsky said in the interview with the voung
lilestvle magazine Jane. on the newsstands on March

‘\'f:'.'; Y Gid

whose

LMnNKITIE

trysts with the president were documented in the graphic

o that led 1
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his 1998 impeachmei:l Dy

i l;’.‘

Fhotographs accompanying the interview include one show

ing Lewinsky in sunglasses. a hat and a trench coat posing —
vocativelv. if none-too-subtly — next to a fire hose
Regaraing the saturation 1 lia coverage of the  atian
vinaky, 26, denounced precoonceived notions ahoul me thal

were [alse and defended her relationship with Clinton, who

was eveniyally acquitted by the US Senate.

One of the 'onreS that makes me angriest 4s that' my mnten-
tions were 'malicious. or that this was not a mutual relation
hip." she said,

[hat it was a wrong relationship. evervybody agrees on. But
people Lhink it was just one thing, and rom my point of view, as
I voungo man and as someone who has a brain and a hear
1 soul. that was incredibly degrading and incredibly

A rescue team member of the South African Defence Force (SANDF) 1s lifted up to the
helicopter on Friday as they were picking up flood victims from a rooftop of their house
near the Limpopo river some 200 km north of Maputo.

— AFP photo
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