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Chief Justice says
State must
protect
human
rights

COMILLA, Mar 4: Chief Jus-
tice Latilur Rahman said today
the state must protect human
rights, since it is the highest au-
thority, reports BSS.

*Protection of human rights
should be the principal policy
of a state, These can be ensured
by establishing three factors,
including fundamental rights,

speech.” sqgﬁl efo‘.?lrutlllmt.u.}:i while
speaking as guest at a sem-
inar"uhg “Human Rights and
Role of Lawyers” at the district
court premises. - o

Rahman said delayed justice
in a country like Bangladesh
constitutes a violation of hu-
man rights.

"The judiciary is the most ef-
fective institution to protect
human rights in this country,”
said Law Minister Abdul Matin
Khasru. who also attended the
seminar as special guest. The
seminar was organised by
Bangladesh Bar Council and
Comilla District Bar Associa-
tion.

Vice-Chairman of
Bangladesh Bar Council, Amir-

See page 11 Col7

the rule of law and freedom of .‘

Clinton's visit
High-level meet
reviews security

measures

A high-level meeting at the
Home Ministry yesterday re-
viewed the security measures to
be adopted gduring US Presiaent
Bill Clinton's visit to Dhaka
and took some important deci-
sions, reports UNB.

Chaired by the Home Minis-
ter Mohammad Nasim, the
meeting was attended by IGP,
high oflicials of the Home Min-
istgr? and chiefs of different {n-

telligence agencies, said a press
release

It also discusset] in details to
stop toll collection in the cattle
markets being set up for the
coming Eid-ul-Azha and in
other markets and decided to
intensify police patrol.

The minister directed the of-
ficials concermed to take neces-
sary steps for implementation
of the decisions.
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Food aid to dip to

|

Food aid to Bangladesh
dipped to a new low with the Eu-
ropean Commission’s (EC) new
food security strategy taking a
final Shape.

The food ministry prnljcctcd
a food aid volume of only flive
lakh metric tons (MTs) in the
upromin§ 2000-2001 fiscal,
lowest in 20 years, said sources.
Bangladesh's projected food
aid volume for the current fis-
cal (1999-2000) was nine lakh
92,000 MTs and the yvolume was
12 lakh 33,000 in 1998-99, the
sources added.
They said in spite of the suc-
cess of the government in tar-
eting food distribution and the
emonstrated benelits of direct
food distribution, food aid to
Bangladesh has declined over
Lime,
EC used to contribute almost
one-fourth of the total food aid
volume to Bangladesh annu-
ally. The EC decision to intro-
duce the 2000-2002 food secu-
rity cycle with lesser food and
more cash has its toll on food
aid flow to Bangladesh.
Qut of 80 million euro made
available for the three-year cy-
cle, EC plans to channel an
overwhelming amount of 61

By Reaz Ahmed

million euro in cash while only
19 million euro in food.

Again, this food aid would

come in a ‘slowing sequence -
10 million euro in the [lirst
vear, six million in second year
and only three million in final
vear.
" Paul Dorosh, representative
of the International Food Pol-
icy Research Institute (IFPRI),
said Bangladesh could have six
lakh MTs of food instead of live
lakh MTs in 2000-2001 pro-
vided EC does not switch over to
cash aid.

“However, EC would defi-
nitely channel the same
amount of aid but not in food:
rather in cash,” added Dorosh.

Fhe government is taking
time before embarking on a
formal food security agreement
with the European Commission
against the backdrop of declin-
ing food aid flow.

“There has not been a formal
agreement as yet although two
months have gone by since a
fresh three-year cycle of the
EC's food securily programme
began.

“The food ministry still
prefers the donors, to channel
aidd in development projects In

a record low

Ministry expects only 5 lakh MTs in 2000-01

terms of food instead of cash.

Offtcial sources sald
Bangladesh is well poised to
(ake up the challenges of re-
duced lood aid, as its granaries
are full of paddy with successive
bumper crops.

But if same level of domestic
stock can not be maintained
and il other donors also follow
the EC sult. Bangladesh would
not feél comfortable, they said,
pointing to the fact that
Bangladesh is still a food-
deficit country.

A high-level EC delegation
had series of meetings in late
February but, sources said, it
might take a bit of a time than
anticipated to convince the gov-
ernment about new EC food se-
curily strategy.

Paul Webber, director gen-
eral (Development) of EC head-
quarters in Brussels, said Tues-
day, "We've met your prime
minister, finance minister,
food minister and also the offi-
cials at the Economic Relations
Division and assured that the
level of aid would be the same,
no matter it comes in terms of
food or money".

Before leaving Dhaka, Web-

Sce page 11 col 8

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has warned ol bringing new
faces in the front line il the pre-
sent leadership at various lev-
els 1ails to strengthen the party
and mtensily the ongoing
movement.
“From now on, 1 will bring
worthy people in the leadership
and give them responsibility to
carry on party activities if the
present leadership fails to dis-
charge its duties properly and
Keeps away {rom party pro-
grammes,” she said.

The Leader of the Olz{bositinn
i Parliament was addressing
the newly elected office bearers
of the city BNP and its leaders
and activists at her official
residence yesterday.
Khaleda Zia said she does
not like the leaders who pose
for photographs. quit the spot
and gather at her residence

Khaleda warns of

bringing new faces
- in leadership

By Staff Correspondent

when a hartal ends.

A 294-member Dhaka City
Committee of BNP was [ormed
on Thursdayv with Sadek Hos-
sain KhoKa MFP as President
and Abdus Salam as General
Secretary.

Without mentioning any
name. the BNP chief said there
are many leaders in the party
who do not take part in party
programmes actively, quit the
spot after posing for pho-
tovraphs and come here (her
residence] when the pro-
grammes end.

"I want to see the leaders
work for the party and partici-
pate actively in the street
movement,” she said,

Khaleda Zia said she has
confidence in the new leader-
ship of BNP city unit because
they have passed the test of time

Sec page 11 col 8

BNP standing
body discusses
future action

programmes

By Staft Correspondent

A meeting of the BNP Stand-
ing Committee yesterday re-
viewed the political situation
and discussed future action pro-
grammes and strategies.

Held at 29 Minta Road with
BNP Chairperson Knaleda Zia
in the chair. the meeting dis-
cussed strengthening ol the
party activities and bringing
changes in different front or-
ganisations,

Sources said the meeting
stressed the need for holding of
council of BNP's district and
thana units, front organisa-
tions' central bodies. to bring
more dynamism.

Members of the committee
suggested dissolution of present
committees of the front organi-
sations, including the Jubo Dal,
Chhatra Dal, Jasas and
Sechchashebak Dal. and form
new committees to bring fresh
leadership.

Sec page 11 Col7
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Shad Ershad (below), and the victim (above) being taken

to eourt yesterday.

— Star photo

. Abduction

Ershad’s
SONn on
remand

By Staff Correspondent

Shad Ershad, 16. son of
Jatiya Party chief and former
president HM Ershad, was
placed on a two-day police re-
mand for his alleged involve-
ment in the abduction of a teen-
age girl on Thursday.

Shad was arrested by Gul-
shan police yesterday morning
from their residence and later
shifted to Cantonment police
stalion, sources concerned said.

The victim was identified as
daughter of a businessman in
Gulshan.

In a judicial statement in the
Chiel Metropolitan Magis-
trate’s Court. Dhaka, yesterday,
the girl accused Shad of kid-
napEIng her from a Gulshan
market, police said,

She was sent back to her
parent Friday alternoon, police
added.

Her father lodged an FIR
with Gulshan police under the
Women and Children Repres-
sion Prevention Act 2000 on
Friday.

in the FIR he sald, "Three
unknown boys came in a car --
Dhaka Metro Ga 12-1177 -- and
picked her up lorcefully, put her
in the car and fled away”. She
wenlt Lo buy some medicine pre-
scribed by her psychiatrist,

"My daughter aged about 14
is suffering from mental dis-
ease”, the father said.

Sources close to Shad's fam-
ily sald there are many incon-
sistencies in the FIR and that
they would challenge it in the
court of law, '

A source close to the girl's
family said “She comes from a
broken family and her father
married again recently”.

The girl's father could not be
contacted even alter repeated
attempts,

Some JP leaders who are
close to Ershad’s family, how-
ever, clalmed the victim fre-
quently visited Ershad’s resi-
dence and is a friend of Shad,

krshad and Roushan Ershacl

Sec page 11 col 8
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The monument portraying the nation's struggle from 1952-'71 was inaugurated at the
'‘Bangabandhu Square' m the city yesterday.

Star photo

- at Gulistan Sq
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PM inaugurates

monument at
Bangabandhu
Square in city

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina unveiled the plague of
an impressive monument yes-
terday at the historic Banga-
bandhu Square portiraying the
Flurioua struggle of the nation
rom 1952 to 1971, reports UNE

The 11-meter high monu-
ment, designed in a bud with
seven pelals, symbolises the
heroic struggle of the Bangalees,
War of Independence and na-
tional unity.

The seven petals are the
symbols of the nation’s seven
"Bir Shrestha” as well as an ex-
pression of seven milestones of
struggle from the Language
Movement of 1952 to the War of
Independence in 1971.

The milestones are: Lan-
guage Movement of 1€ 52,
United Front election of 1¢54,
Education Movement of 1962,
Six-point Movement of 19686,
Mass Upsurge of 1969, Banga-
bandhu's historic speech of the
March 7, 1971, and Liberation
War and Independence of 1971.

The monument built in rein-
forced concrete structure by
Dhaka City Corporation at a
cost of Tk 1.91 crore is located
uare that links
the new Dhaka with the old.

Some 80 high-power halogen
bulbs are installed at the mon-
ument to illuminate at night.

- Local government minister
Zillur Rahman. Dhaka city
mavor Mohammad Hanif, state
minister for shipping Mofazzal

Sec page 11 Coi7

The rejection of Attorney
General's views on a parlia-
mentary standing committee's
jarisdiction w address an ISsue

as once again triggered a dis-
pute between the executive and
the legislative branches of the
slale.

The AG, chief law officer of
the state, had given his views at
the request of the Finance Min-
istry.,

"Without a reference being
made by Parliament, a standing
committee on ministry cannot
entertain a complaint for in-
vestigation,” the AG observed.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Finance Min-
istry had met on January 23 to
discuss why Bangladesh Bank
had not allowed rescheduling of
the loans of Rahman Group, a
top delaulter with Sonali Bank.

By Staff Correspondent

Sonali Bank had allowed
rescheduling of the loans sev-
eral times. But Rahman de-
[aulted and Ssought Turther
rescheduling without
the required 10 per cent down
payment. Later, Bangladesh
3ank directed Sonali Bank to
go for legal action

A lalest Bangladesh Bank
investigation report found that
Rahman Group had indulged in

massive irregularities in taking

loans from the SB. The Group
owes Sonali Bank Tk 129.80
crore outstanding loans as of
June 30. 1999, of which Tk
46. 16 crore loans are bad.
Following this development,
Rahman appealed to the Stand-
Ing Committee on Finance Min-
istry to address the issue and
the Commitlee discussed it.
Finance Minister SAMS

making

Attorney General's views
trigger fresh dispute

Kibria later contested the
Jallya Sangsad body's discus-
sionl and sought
[romn the AG
Ministry. But when
HL_IITL_‘Ii I' AU's view

he

OIl

pre-

L=
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matter. it was rejected by the JS

body

could

saying only the Speaker

Constitution and that the AG
did not have the jurisdiction
The Finance Minster's plea
for referring the matter to the
Speaker was also rejected on

Lthe ¢yround that matters are re-
lerred Lo {ht' Hpr_‘dkt'r‘é :JH]}'
when disagreements arise

imong the members
However, dillerent quarters
now feel that events like these
may crop up in future and this
should be settled once [or all,
otherwise the Standing Com-
See Page 12 Col 1

suggestion
througH tne Law

give an explanation of the

Sumon murder

Relagives demand
CID probe

By Staff Correspondent
Relatives yesterday de-
manded a CID investigation

murder

The DB Police accompanied
by local goons killed Sumon 'in
a pre-dawn swoop on February
9 at the victim's residence in the
city, the [amily alleged.

Will the sub inspector level
oflicials be able to conduct an
investigation into a case in
which the accused are of thé
rank ol Assistant Commis-
sioner?”

Brother of the victim Hajl
Mozammel Hossain asked dur-
ing the press conference held at
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

Hossain, also the commis-
sioner of Ward No 90 of the
Dhaka City Corporation, came

See page 11 Col7

into Ahmed Hossain Sumon's |

APAC, AL men clash

in Sylhet: 50 hurt

SYLHET. Mar 4: A clash be-
tween All-Party Action Com-
mittee (APAC) and ruling
Awami League lelft some 50
people injured at Chouhatta
Point in the town today, report
dfencies.

Witnesses said the clash en-
sued as an APAC procession
came under attack by workers
of Awami League and its front
organisations in the afternoon

The Ileuding groups ex-
changed gunfire and exploded
bombs during the half-an-hour
clash. Police dispersed the war-
ring groups by lobbing tear gas
shells

The Chhatra League workers
clashed with the APAC activists
who launched their attack from
hideouts in the local Alia

I Madrassah complex

Police fired several
of waming shots and used tear

gas to restore order during the

more than two-hour long vio-

lence. At least 50 rickshaws and

auto-rickshaws were damaged
and set ablaze during the vio-
lence

The Awami League staged the
march to welcome Foreign Min-
ister Abdus Samad Azad who is
scheduled to visit Svlhet to-
morrow despite being declared
persona non grata by the APAC.

The violence came less than
an hour after the APAC ac-
livists chaired by Sylhet dis-
trict BNP president MM Hd(g
held a rally at Court Point anc
brought out a procession
protlesting foreign ministers
visit 10 Svylhet

See page 11 col 8

Adullerated foreign liquor is
being sold in the city by un-
scrupulous businessmen.

The liquor is mixed with rec-
tilled spirits or soft drinks,
such as Seven-Up or Sprite. and
then recapped. However, some
yeople who visit places selling
}ureip{n brands said they can
tell the difference, since the al
cohol doesn’t taste like the orig-
inal.

Officials with the Depart-
ment of Narcoties Control ad-
mitted a rackel is operating in
the city. The department selzed
a capping machine in 1994.
However, the machines are
hard to lind since they can be
hidden im any shanty house or
slum in the city.

“We do not have enough men
to fight risgaln:«'l organised rack-
ets,” saild a top officlal. “We
have to depend on the police to
combat the drug trade, but we

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

can't rely on their help all the
time.

The ollicial sald the depart-
ment's attempts to crackdown
on the shops have been futile,
since police usually Intorm
their “clients”™ about raids be-
fore they take place.

In Gulshan and Bananl,
about 100 street boys sell alco-
hol in plain view of the police.
One boy said each man pays the
police about Tk 1,000 per week
so thev can operate. The dealers
also bribe the police so they
won't be hassled, said the boy.

LDuring a recent visit lo
shops, this correspondent
lound hawkers assure cus-

tomers they could return the
bottles if they thought they were
impure

" One street broker said he
used to return the alcohol to the
dealer il its quality wasn't up to
the mark. However, he said he

New liquor in old bottle

Foreign brands often mixed up with
rectified spirits and recapped

usually sells the real thing to
long-term customers, unload-
ing the adulterated liquor on
Nnew customers

Department officials said
large quantities ol loreign al-
cohol are imported by the
Bangladesh Porjotan Corpora-
tion. Some of that alcohol is
smugdled into the local market
with the help of a section of of-
licials inside the corporation.

The government lost Tk S
crore in duties between 1998
and 1999 due to the theit of
duty-free goods rom the corpo-
ration’s warechouses, according
to an national Board of Revenue
invesligation

The thefts came to lights
during an imvestigation con-
ducted by a special customs
squad. They found over 97 per
cent of entries in Ex-bond bills
issued by the corporation were
lake
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AL plans civic
reception
for Clinton
By Staff Correspondent

A foint meeting of three top

bodies of the ruling Awami
League vesterday discussed
plans for a civic reeeption ior

US President Bill Clinton at the
National Parade Square in the
city
3ut the reception is subject
o gearanice ®y the White
pre teanm now
:!_'- meeling { :
wdding that schedule of the
planned would be fi

nalised

Ve IG
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sources said
reception
later 1‘_ linton is due
arrive in Dhaka on March 20

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. who is also president of
AL. chaired the meeting of her
party's Advisory Council, Pre
sidium and Secretariat at her
Ganabhaban official resicdence
in the city

Addressing the meeting
Hasina asked her partys top

1 b - . on - . st s
leacdlers Lo ;.ll‘\{" ;-‘Ht'{):ir\ltﬂjﬂb 10

the next general elections and
revamp the party across the
counniry

“See Page 12 Col 1
Kalaroa incident

Probe committee
starts work

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA. Mar 4: The one
member inquiry commiitee
headed by Additional District
Magistrate Emdadul Hag has
started its inquiry into the

Kalaroa College incident today

Magistrate Emdad took
statements of three people in
cluding sub-inspector Akbar
Ali. Six people including three
examinees and a female teacher
were killed and more than 25
injured in a stampede at a SSC
examination sub-centre at
Kalaroa thana on Thursday.

Meanwhile, speakers at a
rally today demanded judicial
inquiry into the Kalaroa inci
dent, compensation to the fami
lies of the dead and injured and
punishment to the persons re-
sponsible lor the incident.

The Bangladesh Teachers
Association Kalaroa thana unit

See Page 12 Col 8

Opposition to
launch fresh
agitation 1n
Ctg Mar 12

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 4: Chit-
tagong unit of the opposition al-
liance has decided to launch
fresh agitation programme in
the port city from next week
demanding cancellation of
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) election held on January
3 this year.

Talking to The Daily Star,
leader of the opposition al-
liance and president of BNP e¢ity

unit Mir Md Nasir Uddin said
the agitation programme would
include demonstration, mass
hunger strike and hartal in the
port city.

He said the programme
would begin from March 12.

Sources hinted that fresh
agitation programme of oppo-
sition alliance might trigger a
tense situation in the port city.

Opposition alliance boy-
cotted the CCC polls on January

3 and enforced ‘curfew hartal in
the port city to resist the elec-
tion.




