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National conference: The national conference of

B:ﬁglndcsh Registration Employees Wellare Association will be
held. Chief ﬁeut: Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru. Venue: Supreme Court Lawyers
Auditorium. Time: 9:00 am.

BWP consultation: Bangladesh Water Partnersnip
(BWP] will hold a consultation on "Sustainable culture in
Flood Prone Areas.” Venue: BIAM Conference room. New Eska-
ton. Time: 9.30 am.

Reunion: The 19th reunion of the 61-club of BUET will be
held. Venue: Central auditorium complex, BUET. Time: 9.30 am.

Workshop: zia's Art Galley

begins a month-I workshop
on water-colour painting. The worksho

will be conducledéﬂv
ey, 772, Satmasjid Rd.
Time: 3.00 pm.

Film show: zahir Raihan Film Society will screen two
films based on the Liberation war. Muktir Katha by Tareque and
Catherine Masud will be screened today. Venue: Muktamancha
(amphitheatre) of Jahangirnagar University. Time: 6.30 pm.

Inau ration: Bangabandhu Square will be inaugu-
rated. Chief guest: Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Venue: Banga-
bandhu Square. Time: 11.30 am.

Roundtable on CHT: centre for Human Rights will*
hold a roundtable on "Rights of Citizens in CHT: Past. President
and Future.” Venue: Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 9.00 am.

Open discussion: An open discussion will be hel¢ on
‘Hazards and disputes of using golythcne shopping bags and
looking for alternatives.” Venue: CDL auditorium, House No 39,
Rd No 14A. Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 3.30 pm.

Discussion meeting: amra Surj
discussion meetin

omukhi will hold a
on occasion of the birth anniversary of

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This will be followed by
a cultural programme,

Shahbag. Time: 5.00 pm.

enue: National Museum auditorium,

Y

. FEMA District Committees yes-

Exhibition: Aitamira present their Eid collection of fash-
jon apparels lor men and women. Venue: Auditorivm of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 3.00 pm - 8.00 pm.

Seminar: The British High Commission organises the
British Consultants Bureau 'h'agc Mission seminar on "British
consultancy, partnership with local firms.” Chief guest: Md Ab-
dul Jalil, Commerce Minister. Venue: Ballroom of Hotel Sonar-
gaon. Time: 1.30 pm.

Book launchmg: Abu Taher: His Art Work. a book on
artist "Abu Taher will be Jaunched. A 10-day long exhibition of his
selected works will also be inaugurated. Venue: Bangla Academy.,
Gallerv Bhaban. Time: 5.00 pm.

Girish Kasaravalli Retrospective: z.nir
Raithan Film Society will screen Kraurya (Cruelty) on the f.rst
day ol Girish Kasaravalli Retrospective. Venue: Indian High Com-
mission auditorium. Time: 6.00 pm.

Film show: zahir Raihan Film-Society will screen Iti-
haskanya (Daughters of History) by Shameem Akhtar. Venue:
Muktamancha ol Jahangirnagar University. Time: 6.30 pm.

Dry weather forecast
P

Light rain or drizzle is likely at one or two places over Khulna,
Syihel and Dhaka divisions and the regions of Pabna, Bogra.
Noakhali and Comilla in next 12 hours till 6 pm today, repo:sts
UNB.

Weather may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky
elsewhere over the country during the period, Met Office said.

The country's highest temperature 33.0 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Khulna and the lowest 14.5 aegree Celsius
at Rangpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.03 pm and rises on
Sunday at 6.17 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were :

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 305 19.7 20 56
Chittagong 294 203 61 72
Rajshahi 318 17.8 88 63
Khulna 33.0 198 70 68
Barisal 314 215 87 82
Sylhet 279 16.0 80 72
Cox's Bazar 305 210 53 66
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FEMA

Fair Election Monitorin
Alliance (FEMA) and Stud
Research Group (SRG) of MSS
jointly organised an orienta-
tion programme on "The UP
Electoral Law Reform W.. k-
shop™ for the representatives of

Aninda

Arlistes from Agartala and
Shilchar along with local
arustes presented an evening of
Tagore song in the city, says a
press release.

Aninda. a socio-cultural or-
ganisation. arranged the pro-
gramme at the Indian High

Commission Cultural Centre
recently.

“We know all about Tagore
song in Bangladesh and West
Bengal ... but little about the
people in the eastern region
who speak Bengali and sing
Tagore's songs,” sald the organ-
isers. "We tried to interact with
them through this programme.”

Artistes who participated

terday at the WV:. Auditorium
at 10:00 am, says a press re-'
lease.

Fifty district representatives
of FEMA participated in the
orientation.

Feroz M Hassan, Secre
General of FEMA. Burhanuddin
Ahmed. Former De uty
Secretary of EC and Consultant
of FEMA, and S M H Bukhari,
National Coordinator of FEMA

were present and spoke in the (rom rtala and Shilchar in-
programme. clude Modhurima Bhat-
Hassan said that for effec- tacharya, Debashish., Sang-

tive functioning of Union
Parishad and the rcormation
of the existing electoral laws
the involvement of leaders of
civil society is of great impor-
tance. He also said that FEMA
seeks 1o encourage conscious
balloting and undertakes elec-
tion monitoring to help ensure
free, fair and meaningful «'ec-
tions in Bangladesh.

hamitra Nandi, Rita Chatterjee,
Uday Shankar Bhattacharya,
Chiradip Ganguli and Shu-
vaprasad Nand| Majumder.

Artistes from Bangladesh
were: Fahim Hossain Chowd-
hury. Salma Akber, Sajed Ak-
ber. Nargis Chowdhury, Mo-
hadeb Ghosh, Sabina Monir,
Protima Roy and Mokbul Hos-
sain.

-4
h!nkbul Hossain, President of Aninda, presen.ing gifts to
Visiting artists Sanghamitra Nandi of Agartala and Shu-
vaprasad Nandi Majumdar of Shilchar after a cu&tural pro-
gramme in the city recently,
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Unauthorised shops dealing in sale of bricks and sand have been set up on the banks of the dying River Turag.
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- AL joint meet
today

By Staff Correspondent

A joint meeting of Awami
League presidium, secretariat
and advisory council will be
held today at 5 pm at Ganobha-

ban. .
Prime Minister and Presi-

dent of Awami League Sheikh
Hasina will preside over the
meeting. says a press release.

Congratulations

Sanjida Hossain (Reema)
stood first class first among the
girl students and second in the
combined merit list in the M
Com final examination of
Management Department from
the University of Dhaka, says a
press release.

The result was published on
February 29. She also obtained
first class in the B Com
(Honours) examination from
the sanre university. She also
passed the SSC and HSC exam-
inations with outstanding re-
sults.

~ Reema is the only daughter
of Sharif M Afzal Hossain, an
industrialist, President of APO
Society for Bangladesh, Direc-
tor of Shilpa Bank, former
grcsidenl of Bangladesh Cham-

er of Industries and Begum
*Shakhayat Banu.

Obituary
- Kamal Hugq, a
M teacher of
Cambridge
Internatio-
nal School,
Dhanmondi
and a former
teacher of Wi-
lils' Little Flo-
L wer School,
died on Thu-

{ rsday after a serious of strokes

and other complications, says a
press release.

Graveyard the same day.

He left behind his wife, only
son and a host of relatives to
mourn his death.

His qulkhwani will be held
loday aller Asr prayers at his
122. Bashiruddin Road (4th
floor). Kalabagan residence.

Cholera epidemic
looms in flood-hit

Mozambique

MAPUTO, Mar 3 : A cholera
outbreak is looming in Mozam-
bique's capital after weeks of
floods elsewhere in the country,
a health ministry official
warned today, reports AFP.

‘We are on the verge of a
cholera epidemic in Maputo,”
Jose Chivale, a ministry
health epidemiologist said.

Chivale told a regular daily
meeting of ald workers that
cholera cases had risen from a
previous six per week to 23 per
week.

Some 1.086 cholera cases and
six deaths have been reported in
the country's two provinces of
Sofala and Maputo since Jan-
uary.

Chivale indicated that his
| ministry was experiencing

problems airlifting medicines
lo areas affected by floodwaters,
especially oxygen, which could
not be transported on normal
flights.

e southern African country
has been operating for weeks
with fewer than 20 helicopters
to rescue thousands of stranded
| rmple. an operation that has

aken priority over deliveries ol

food and other supplies.

~ Tofail says

BHOLA., Mar 3: Industries
Minister Tolail Ahmed today
said here the government has
given priority to the improve-
ment of infrastructure facilities
all over the country with a view
to linking all villages with the
national economic activities.
reports BSS.

He said this while inaugurat-
ing the renovated Khalpar by-
pass road here,

This road, constructed in
1973, has been inoperative for
lack of renovation.

Disclosing that the bypass
will become a regular road very
soon, the minister said (he gov-
ernment is pledge-bound to
make available adequate in-
frastructure facilities, includ-
ing health, education and elec-
Lricity to people.

He said the government has
enacted the Public Security Act
[PSA) to eradicate térrorism of
all lorms. Manipulation in ten-
der process has been stop by
the government. he said adding,
hencelorth the work will be al-
lotted through lottery.

Later. the minister laid
loundation of Bhola Town
Committee Secondary School,
which is expected to be com-
pleted this year witl an esti-
mated cost of Taka 17 lakh

In the afternoon, Tofail
launched the construction work
on Anilsadhur Bari Road under

Priority given to uplift
of infrastructure

‘hold of the district by 2003,

Tajumuddin thana.

When completed at an esti-
mated cost of Taka 1 lakh. the
road will smoothen the ¢ m-
munication of four lakh people
of the adjoining areas.

The minister al«o opened the
construction work on a 60-me-
ter bridge on Kunjerhat-
Moazzemhat Road. The esti-
mated cosl for construction of
the bridge is Taka 52 lakh.

Addresslnﬁ(a big public gath-
ering at Phulkachia on this oc-
casion, the minister said the

overnment of Sheikh Hasina
1as identified the villages as fo-
cal point of development,

He said the rural people have
got a new lease of liEa_Pler get-
ting benefit of the VGD, al-
lowance for the distressed and
elderly people, food for work,
and Ashrayan housing projects.

Tofail said Bhola has never
got the development before
which the district has been re-
ceiving since June 1996.

He said power plants and fer-
tiliser factories will be estab-
lished in Bhola soon and elec-
tricity will reach every house-

Paribahan Sramik Union Ab-
dul Wadud Nayan, Executive
President of Dhaka-Shariatpur
Minibus Owners Samity and
Jubo League leader Liagat Hos-
sain Liaqat.

Artistes of Srimongal Mela performing the traditional
"Dhamyil” dance at a Kendriya Kachi Kanchar Mela
gramme 1n the city yesterday.

, £O-

He was buried at the Azimpur

of

US balloonist
lands safely
in Myanmar

YANGON, Mar 3 : US balloon-
Ist Kevin Uliassi landed safely
in Myanmar when his bid to
circle the world solo ended In
failure, a US embassy official
told AFP.

"We have heard that he landed
safely.” said the diplomat,

Uliassi’s balloon the J. Renee
came down close to Nang U
township, 11 kilometres (seven
miles) east of the popular cen-
tral tourist town nipgngan. ofli-
cials said.

Brothel

From Page |

staying at a ‘safe home —both
near the brothel and run by

“There should be more safe
homes for us. Otherwise, we
might have to take up the pro-
[ession of our mothers,” 11-
year-old Sumi sald at the con-
ference.

every right to grow up In a
healthy environment. (:Elldren
born In brothels should be ac-
cepted by the society,”

Liton. a teen- age boy sald he
has learnt various technical
work but fafled to get any job
because he was born In a
brothel.

Many others narrated simi-
lar experience and demanded
that the society should accept

treat them like any other hu-
' man beings.

Another girl sald. *“We have

Bools handed

over
By Staff Correspondent

Central Kachi Kanchar
Mela, a Children juvenile or-
ganisation yesterday arranged
a function for handing over of
books and cash sponsored by
Human Development Founda-
tion (HDF) to three branches of
the mela.

Khandokar Ibrahim Khaled,
president of Central Kachi Kan-
char Mela and a Deputy Gover-
nor of Bangladesh Bank handed
over the books and cash to the

residents of the three
ranches.

The branches are Srimangal
Anirban Kachi Kanchar Mela,
Motlob Suryamukhi Mela and
Rajendra Agnibina Mela.

Later, members of the
branches and Central Kachi
Kanchar Mela participated in a
cultural show.

‘Situation in West
Timor refugee
camps untenable’

JAKARTA, Mar 3 : A visitin
senlor US officlal today {:allcg
the prevalling situation In
camps holding tens ol thou-
sands of East Timorese in In-
donesian West Timor since
Sepplcmber ‘untenable.” reports
AFP.

“The situation in West Timor
(refugee camps) s untenable,”
US Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs Thomas Pick-

ering told a press briefing here, |

One killed in
Indian firing in
Azad Kashmir

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistani
administered Kashmir, Mar 3 :
Indian lrooFS opened fire today
into several border villages on
the Pakistani side of Kashmir,
killing a civilian and injuring
another, police sald, reports
AFP,

The deceased, a 25-year old
man, was killed in the village of
Balakot in Nakyal sector along
the Line of Control (LoC) that
divides the state between Pak-
istan and India, said police of-
ficial Sheikh Tahir Qayyum.

Another man was wounded In
the village of Bandala In
Samahni sector, he said.

Rival armies face each other
in Kashmir, over which the two
countries have fought two wars
since Lheir independence from
Britain in 1947. Tension be-
tween the two countries is cur-
rently running high.

6 judges

From Page 1
The district and sessions
judge of Gopalganj, Sudhendu

Kumar Biswas, has been posted -

in the special tribunal of Ra-
jshahi Division while the spe-
cial judge for women and chil-
dren repression prevention
court of Jessore. Mirza Sirajul
Islam, in the special tribunal of
Khulna Division.

Meanwhile, the amended or-
dinance of the PSA has not been
putl in the agenda of next Cabi-
net meeting scheduled for Mon-
day, the ofticials said and added
that it is likely to be covered

under the Miscellaneous
agenda.

Sylhet: Hartal

- From Page 1

ple of law enforcing agencies in
Zindabazar area where a grand
rally of the 'Muktijoddha-
Janatar Mancha' was going on.

Samad Azad was the chief
guesl at the rally held at the
Registry Maidan in support of
naming of the halls and build-
ings of Shahjalal University.

The Action Committee on
February 29 burnt the effigy of
the loreign minister protesting
his visil to Sylhet along with
the prime minister

They also held a rally which
was addressed by the local lead-
ers of BNP, Jatiya Party, Ja-
maat. 10OJ and others

Sylhet district unit of
Awami League at a joint meet-
ing with the leaders of its front
organisations last night de-
cided to accord a reception to
the foreign minister on March 5
al the Registry Maidan.

CHT: Timber

From Page 1

and Chengi square.

Every morning. tribesmen
and settlers carrying logs and
lirewood on their back arrive at
the Bazaar and traders usuall
buy those paying nomina
prices to the Four people who
walk miles with the loads.

The logs. specially of :teak
and rain trees, are in high de-
mand in the country.

The trucks face little hin-
drance as they have copies of
the special permit given by a
committee consisting of offi-
clals and public representa-
lives, authorising sale of tim-
ber [rom private wood lots.

Under the cover of the per-
mit. thousands of cubic feet of
timber are linding their way to
different parts of the country.

Even people carry the timber
on rools ol public buses.

The situation iIs getting out
ol control.” admitted a local of-
ficlal preferring anonymity.

‘It is a Malia style operation
continuing lor the benefit of a
section ol people of various cat-
egories — lorest department
stall, public representatives,
law Keepers and security per-
sonnel.” he said.

Oflicials concerned in
Dhaka also admitted that the
situation Is alarming, but ex-
pressed their inability to {m-
prove it in the near future.

But for how lon1? asked
some social workers, NGO ac
tivists and environmentalists, *

From Page |

Officials of WASA's
Drainage Circle sald that con-
sidering the urgency of the
matter, they temporarily sus-
pended their pipeline project
work and filled up the ditch. Af-
ter the presidential visit, the
work would be resumed. The
Superintending Engineer said
that they were doing the
‘compaclion as per specilica-
tion" and that they also in-
formed the DUTP director.

But DUTP officials alleged
that WASA has violated agree-
ments reached during a joint
site inspection and dug up the
middle portion of the Mirpur
Road, instead of the side of the
road, for their pipeline project.

The DUTP engineer said that
WASA would incur an esti-
mated loss of Tk 30 lakh if the
road has to be reconstructed af-
ler Clinton's visft. They would
then impose a penalty of Tk 30
lakh on WASA.

About the alleged breach of
agreement, the WASA Superin-
tendent Engineer said that it
was impossible to select the side
of Mirpur Road because six elec-

line is situated on that part of
the road. "We had talks with

DESA about the lines and we
had no other alternative.”

Asked whether D'JTP could
complete the road within the
stipulated time. its engineer
said {if WASA does the com-
paction with sand in a day or
two, the road could be com-
pleted.

“But we will not give them
permission to dig up the » »ad
any more after we have wor«ed
on it. Instead, they would have

Safe blood

From Page 1

A recent study suggested
about 29 per cent of profes-
sional blood donors suffer from
hepatitis B, while 15.8 per cent
have syphilis.

Identification of profes-
sional donors and their reha-
bilitation is essential if we have
to stop the dreadful menace of
disease.” said a senior doctor.

The $3.6 million US pro-
gramme was started as part of
the government's plans to im-
prove the safety of the blood
supply by promoting voluntary
donation.

‘It is useless to say its safe
blood unless we can assure re-
cipients the donated blood con-
tain no infectious diseases or
chemical substances that may
cause harm, danger or disease."
said a health ministry official.
“The donor should not be put at
risk by donating blood, either.”

The Rotary Club of Dhaka
and the Christian Mission for
Development in Bangladesh
have taken the lead in raising
awareness about the need for
sale blood donation. The Red
Crescent Society of Bangladesh
is providing technical support.

As part of our service to the
civil society we are trying to
raise awareness about the vol-
untary blood donation pro-
gramme.” said the governor of
the Rotary Club. "Our goal is to
collect 3999 bags of blood by
June.’

The annual demand for
blood in the country is esti-
mated to be between 200.000
and 250,000 bags. Bangladesh
Red Crescent's blood centre in
the city supplies about one
lourth of the annual demand.
The centre’s blood is screened
tor HIV and certain other com-
mon diseases

This means that more than
one-lakh patients, mostly
women, are still at risk of con-
tracting HIV. hepatitis B and
syphilis through blood transfu-
sions annually.

Bihar

From Page 1

disrupted proceedings and said
the Bihar governor had acted in
an autocratic manner and de-
manded his resignation. The
u|proar led to the adjournment
ol parliament.

National opposition leaders
in New Delhi met President
Narayanan late today and urged
him to force the state governor
to "rescind” Kumar's installa-
tion as chief minister.

Leaders from India's main
opposition Congress party, the
RJD, the communists and other
Bulilical groups spoke to the

resident over the explosive

political situation developing
in Bihar.

"The president should re-
strain the Bihar governor... and
the governor should rescind his
order.,” Pranab Mukherjee, a
senior leader in Sonia Gandhi's
Congress party, said after the
meeting.

The leaders also staged a
protest inside parliament after
the house had adjourned.

The Communist Party of In-
dia flayed Kumar's appoint-
ment and warned it would
launch a nationwide protest.

“The action of the Bihar gov-
ernor is totally undemocratic
and brazenly violates all the
norms set out in this regard.

The influential Communist
Party of India-Marxist also
Nayed governor Pandey for his
controversial decision.

Both contending sides in Bi-
har are wooing the communists,
fringe parties with one or two
seats In the local house, and a
string of independent candi-
dates for their legislative sup-
port. '

India's main opposition
Congress party has extended its
support to Yadav's RJD party.

andhi's Congress was

mauled in the state election,
winning 23 seats in Bihar, In-
dia’'s second most populous
rovince which sends 54 mem-
s to the 545-seat national
parliament.

Yadav's opponents say the
RJD's 10-year rule in Bihar has
pushed the region into a state of
political and soclal and anar-

chy, and financial bankruptcy.

tric lines Including a 132 KV’
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DCC-WASA row

to choose the alternative — the
shoulder of the road — to install
their pipeline,” he said.

A top official of WASA sald
this is an example of lack of co-
ordination among service or-
ganisations in the city. “In ev-
ery development ect, we are
facing acute lack ol coordina-
tion among all these organisa-
tions and the members of the
public ultimately suffer for
this,” he added.

Clinton

From Page 1

“If the foreign gas companies
want to export. they can make
value addition by producing
power and fertiliser from gas
and rt those.” -

Multinational oll giants ex-
plnring hydrocarbons ‘in
Bangladesh are involved In hec-
tic lobbying for gas export they
have struck for quick returns
on thelr investments, which put
together run up to one billion
US dollars.

To a question about the
itinerary of the presidential
tour, the state minister said
agenda of the Hasina-Clinton
talks had not yet been firmed
up. "We're still talking about
talks.”

Asked what benefit
Bangladesh intends to get out of
the Clinton visit, Chowdhu
said: "We're not to make cost-
benefit analysis on a visit by
the head of a friendly country. |
consider it both cynical and
demeaning to think of it in that
light.”

Commenting on Dhaka-
Washington relations, Chowd-
hury said: "We en oy excellent
relations with SA

Reforms

From Page 1
distributed by Grameen Bank
and Palli Karma Shahayak
Foundation, as well as the
loans provided by commercial
banks to different NGOs. ‘

The report said the govern-
ment goal is to achieve 7 per
cent growth and 21.3 per cent
savings in the third year of the
fifth five year plan (1999-2000).
The government will continue
to implement infrastructural
relorms to achieve this goal.

However. a senior official
from the ERD said it will be dif-
ficult to woo the donors by say-
ing we would continue to reform
in different sectors unless we
show some results.

Frederick Temple, country
director of the World Bank, said
governance, institutional de-
velopment lransparency,
poverty alleviation strategy,
aid situition and refnrm‘s(i)ru-
gramumne would top the agenda of
the Paris meeting.

The ministry stated in the
report linancial and banking
relorm is a continuous process
taking place in conformity with
the time and circumstances.

The report also mentioned
that steps have been taken to re-
form the financial sector, some
of which are in the process of
implementation.

The report also mentioned a
technical project. funded by the
World Bank, that will help re-
structure the commercial
banks

Another World Bank projéct
will retorm the country's cen-
tral bank. The cabinet is con-
sidering a proposal to u%gradt'
the status of the central bank's
governor to that of Comptroller
and Auditor General, the report
said

Malaysia

From Page 1

urged Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad to end a "campaign of
intimidation and harassment”
against Harakah, the paper of
the Parti Islam SeMalaysia
(PAS) which has made strong
gains against the ruling party

The Committee to Protect
Journalists. in a letter to Ma-
hathir, called on him to restore
Harakah's licence to publish
twice weekly and to drop sedi-
tion charges against its editor
and publisher

The New York-based group.
in the letter released late
Thursday. said the curbs on
Harakah's circulation "appears
to be the latest example of your
administration's efforts to curb

the opposition press in
Malaysia
The Home [(interior) Min-

istry. which licenses all news-
papers, Wednesday renewed
Harakah's publication licence
only for two issues a month in-
stead of two a week previously.

Local rights group Aliran
said the move smacked of "po-
litical vindictiveness” and
called it a "terrible blow to the
freedom of the press.”

It said in a statement the
government had finally con-
ceded defeat -- “that it is no
match to counter opposition
criticism. .

Shell MD

From Page 12

Asked whether US President
Bill Clinton would be talkin
on energy sector - wit
Bangladesh leaders. he said: "I
don’t know. but I believe the is-
sue will be high on his agenda.”

Asked if Bangladesh could be
robbed by multinational com-
panies as is the case with Ni
ria, Vaughan defended the for-
eign oil explorers, saying the
Nigérians are now running the
industry and same will happen
in Bangladesh. '

He is informed that Shell
has already started decreasing
expatriate officials here and lo-
cals were bcing trained up to
replace them. "Someday $hell
will really be a Banglac+s
company.” %

Vaughan told the newsmen
that Shell has inve sted 450 mil-
lion dollars, while the total
capital invested by all such
companies in the sector stood at
one billion dollars.




