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The New Bond_Girl

Kirstie Alley wasn't complaining when she won the role of Denise
Richards' rather obsessive mother in the beauty pageam
mockumentary Dror Dead Gorgeous. "If 1 can't look like her,” Alley
told Celebrity Style in June 1999, "I might as well play the woman
who spawned her genetic entity.”

And Richards' genetic entity has definitely spawned a promising
career one that started at age 15, when Richards and her family
(Mom Jon! and Dad Irv) moved from the Chicago suburb of Downers
Grove to Oceanside, Calif. Determined to live down the taunting
childhood nickname "Fish Lps,” the puckersome teen started
modelling. Soon after walking with the El Camino High School class
of 1989, Richards moved to the Big Apple and nabbed a contract with
the cosmetic company synonymous with lip gloss, Bonne Bell. She

ulckly learned that her 5-foot, 6-Inch stature didn't just make It

ifficult to reach things on high shelves, and she left behind her six
roommates and a slew of swimsuit shoots for the lure of Los Angeles.
It was there that Richards got her first big break If only in a social
sense.

"I caught her out of the corner of my eye,” recalls long time
boyfriend and former Melrose Place resident Patrick Muldoon, who
first sighted Richards In a 1990 acting class. "Once | sat down, | had to
turn back, pretending like | was stretching, to make sure that what |
saw was as beautiful as what | thought | saw.” The vision was no
mirage, and the two have kept company ever since, officially
shacking up this year in an LA. townhouse.

With her Friday nights booked for the next nine years, Richards
concentrated on finding a daj‘/)job. Amongst numerous “Girl #2"-type
parts, Richards was cast as a beauty contestant in such shows as Life
Goes On, and, in 1996, Melrose Place, where on-screen mom Loni
Anderson encouraged Richards' character Brandi to show a certain
judge some of her special "elbow-elbow-wrist-wrist-wrist” action ...
and sued his best friend when she came in a lousy second.

A 1993 appearance on Seinfeld was quickly followed by a lead
role in 1994's Tammy and the T-Rex, in which Richards explored the
challenges of an interspecies relationship when her murdered
boyfriend's brain is implanted into the body of a tyrannosaurus rex.
The movie was met with a chill that no dinosaur could withstand, and
Richards subsequently bided her time until starring as Carmen Ibanez
in 1997's Starship Troopers. Troopers gave her not only a chance to
work with boyfriend Muldoon, but also a taste of success; the film
netted $54 million and Richards a large fan base.

From wild allen insects to Wild Things: Richards' fan base grew
exponentially when she steamed up the theatre one year later with
Party of Five star Neve Campbell and Matt Dillon. Because of
Campbell's no-nudity clause, Richards more or less "bared" the brunt
of responsibility in the film's infamous menage a4
trois scene. Even more worrisome than her appearance, though, was
the fact that her parents would be two of her more observant fans. °l
don't want my dad to see those scenes,” she admitted in a 1998
interview. "I'm just hoping he'll close his eyes."

The scene remains an albatross around Richards' neck. “It's a little
strange,” she tells the New York Post. "A year and a half after Wild
Things, they're all still talking about my scene with Neve. | kind of
expected a little fuss, but It just goes on. What Is it about two women
kissing that gets people so revved up?” Don't ask us.

Those same people weren't quite as revved up for 1999's
Gorgeous, desplte an inspired cat fight between an underwear-clad
Richards and co-star Kirsten Dunst, and the film expired after less
than two months. Perhaps Richards was saving her strength for her
most recent vehicle, the latest James Bond thriller The World Is Not
Enough, which some predict will be the highest-grossing 007 film of
all time. In it, Richards played Dr. Christmas Jones, a nuclear physicist
the likes of which could have distracted Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, not
to mention the world's top secret agent, played by Pierce Brosnan.
Even critic Roger Ebert gave Richards two thumbs up, deeming her
and fellow female lead Sophie Marceau "sex bombs ... both first-
rate.”

Unlike some of the British superspy's female friends who have
come before her, Richards is in no danger of falling prey to the Bond
Babe Bermuda Triangle. She's already started production on The
Third Wheel, starring opposite Academy Award winners Ben Affleck
and Matt Damon. (Incidentally, the movie marks a reunion of sorts
for Affleck and Richards, who played a pair of Texan lovebirds in the
short-lived 1993 NBC serles Against the Grain.) Wheel Is the classic
tale of a boy (Damon), his friend (Affleck), his dream date (Richards),
and the homeless man he hits with his car who refuses to leave. With
this cast, It's bound to be a box office winner, despite the fact that on
paper it sounds like a movie that somehow sneaked past the
respective managers of Corey Halm and Corey Feldman. *
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