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Greg Rusedski

(British tennis star)

“What [ have learnt (s that |
need to be more professional in
the way I take care of my body.”

After coming back from a
ong injury lay-off.

BoOSL....

‘WHiZZ KID

MTBN FOR SCHO®L CHILDREN
Competition-127

v/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to Jlix Duily Stor
Win attractive prizes

.

Competition closes at 8 pm
‘March 10, 2000 and dra 7
shortly afterwards

Who won the tri-series down

under? Y

India Pakistan | Australia
|

2| How many Test matches has |
Shepherd officiated in till the
Bombay Test?

49 50 ol |
3| What is the name of Sir Stanley
Matthew, father?

Jack Stephen Bl

4| Who is FIFA's world player-of-the-
Lyar? FELE
Rivaldo Raul  Vien ||

team?

EN-VITS

honour Saurav

From Our Correspondent
CALCUTTA. Feb 29: Jagmo-
han Dalmiya, the president of
the ICC and the
Cricket Association of Ben-
gal is planning to felicitate the
new Indian captain Saurav

Dalmiya, who returned to
Calcutta on Sunday, said that
discussions were on at the CAB
to honour Ganguly. Sitting in
his chamber at the Eden Gar-
dens. Dalmiya said, "I am
happy for Saurav. He has virtu-
ally grown up in front of us. He

the Indian captaincy. |
am sure that he will do quite
well in his new role.”

Ganguly in fact made his
mark in Bengal cricket playing
for Rajasthan club, which inci-
dentally is still run by
Dalmiya. He has truly played a
very important role in the de-
velopment of Saurav Ganguly.

Graf's denial

BERLIN Feh 29 Stetll GraL
lwamc;l)r:d by congratulations.

sted a message Tuesday on

r Web site saying she doesn't
plan to marry fellow tennis star
Andre Agassi on her June 14
Birthday, reports AP,

"Pleasé be nice and stop
bombarding us with mails ' nd
es.” the message read. “it Is
an invention of the press to in-
€rease their circulation.”
German and British media
quoted anonymous friends
Lo the couple as saying the
lage would take place on
date.

. Stefll got so0 many ques-
S and congratulations that
F Internet site was over-
. That's why she wanted
E'l:;‘rua tthm:ittcr." Gral's
. Hans Engert, told the
German ncwspam:% Bild
"Please be so kind as to slop
bﬂmbardlng us with e-malils
and fa:;:s 0111 the subject of
on 14.6.2000." a mes-
Sage on the website sa.d.
It's a press “Discovery” and

Used to ncrease their circu-

m.” Graf said in the Ger-
Han text of the message.
lwo (ennis stars first

All s€eing each other aflter
M & French in early

wt;ere both won 1. es.
Ince retired and is of-
cheering Agassi from

5 WISH}CCMUf Bfmm;cktt- {
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Is our cricket going the foot-
ball way? Few might disagree.
But many observers feel that
the cricket has already come
down with the fix-match virus
like the way our football did in
recent past.

It was however remained
unnoticed until an umpire's re-
port exposed the [ree-style exer-
cise ol the arranged affair in the
Second* Division Cricket
League.
~ Although there were lots of
lunny stories being cooked up
and circulated around the
sports arena all the time,
Dhaka cricket created an un-
wanted record when umpires,
for the first time in the world.
hranded a match as the ar-
ranged one on Sunday.,

t was a classic example of
how a match can be rigged when
Nabin Sangha overhauled Tej-
gaon’'s paltry 82 in just 4.
overs. The 29-ball drama was
also marked by an amazing 21
wide deliveries by one bowler,
who did not have to even com-
plete his second over as the op-
ponents reached the victory
mark. To make things funnier,
Tejgaon wicketkeeper stood be-
hind the stumps like a statue
and when a ball slowed down to
the boundary the generous
lielders used their feet to help
the ball roll over the rope.

"I felt like crying sensing
that a shameful act was being
played out. I had nothing to do
but stand behind the stump till
the end. Is this the way
Bangladesh are going to play in
wake of attaining Test status?”
remarked one of the two um-
pires to the Daily Star after the
match on Sunday.

It's not cricket

Al-Amin

The revelation came as a
socking surprise to the loyal
cricket fans of the country,
With the Test status well In
sight, Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB) appears to be shell-
shocked albeit some of its ofli-
clals are also representing the
clubs in question.

Although the general secre-
tary of the BCB. Syed Ashraful
Haq was surprised to know that
lixed-matches are being played
in Dhaka cricket frequently,
but those who love cricket pas-
sionately are not at all amused
to learn the very existence of
this ominous practice.

“It's an open secret. The
players. (club) officials and um-
pires are all involved in this
wicked game”, said a cricket of-
licial to the Daily Star yester-
day, preferring anonymity.

The cricket world is already
aware of ball tampering, chuck-
ing and even unconfirmed
match-lixing by the players.
Boaoklies are accused of being the
playemaker in rigginf a match.
But here in Dhaka leagues, a
section of so-called cricket
promoters of clubs are Involved
in an off-the-field manipula-
tion that ranges (rom forfeiting
a match 1o deciding a champi-
onship.

I's however nothing on
record until the two honest
umpires let the cat out of the
bag. Since then the accused
clubs and players are busy in
passing blame on the organis-
ers.

“If we are held responsible
for match-fixing then what
about the other match on the
previous day where Azad Sport-
ing Club scored 199 runs in just

Email: dssports @hdonline.com

17.1 overs. Besides, thry also
made 85 runs In just five overs
which is quite amazing”, sald
Arif, captain of the Nabin
Sangha.

“[f that was a fair play then
why the umpires are now set-
ting a standard? There are a lot
of suspliclous things being hap-
B{:ned not only in the Second

ivision but also in the First
Division cricket”, said a frus-
trated Nabin Sangha captain.

“The umpires knowingly or,

unknowingly are making mis-
takes. The game's rule Is itself
erroneous. We have repeatedly
appealed to the organisers to
omit the run-rate provision in
deciding the championship. But
it fell on deaf ears so far”,
lamented Aril.

When Aril was critical aboul
the way things are going on in
cricket a club official went deep
down to the root of all evil acts.

“There are a 'ew umpires
who are involved in [fixing
matches. It is unfortunate for
Wanderers not to make a place
in the First Division Super
League. Had there been a lair
judgement or the game was
played in the true sprit there
was no way for Eskaton to
make it to the Super Six", said
the official on condition of
anonymity.

"It is easy to catch a small
fry like Nabin Sangha. Bul
there is hardly anyone to brand
Eskaton or even Khelaghar as
cheats since they are rigging the
result of a match under the um-
brella of a BCB high-up”, said
the oflicials.

"It is a strange world where
the protector ol the law turn
predator”, quipped the ollicial.

Lanka clinch a cliff-hanger

I

Resolute Ranatunga reigns

RAWALPINDI,

Pakistan, Mar 1:
’ A valiant ninth
' wicket stand be-

| | tween Arjuna Ra-
bttt natunga and Rom-
~sh Kaluwitharana helped Sri
imka down Pakistan by two
wickets in the [lirst cricket Test
Wednesday, reports AFP,

The seasoned pair put on a
lighting 43 to help outlast the
home team in a nerve-wrackin
[inish with close shaves an
tantalising efforts for each run.

Kaluwitharana, who fin-
ished with 36 not out, hit two
boundaries off Wagar Younis to
bring Sri Lanka's eighth win in
he last 18 Tests.

Ranatunga, batting with a
broken left thumb, finished
with a battling 29 not out as Sri
Lanka achieved their victory
target of 220 with 9.1 overs to go
in the match.

The home team
markable fight and though re-
duced to just three bowlers
made a match of it but in the
end were left to rue a low score
in the first innings and missed
chances.

With 77 needed at tea and six
wickets intact Sri Lanka held
the advantage but pacer Abdur
Razzak snared two wickets off
two balls to set a nerve wrack-
ing finish.

Twenty-year-old Razzak had
Nuwan Zoysa caught in the sec-
ond slip by Wajahatullah Wasti
and yorked Pramodya Wickre-
masinghe next ball to send the
12.000-strong crowd to their
[eetl sensing a home win.

Sri Lanka lost four wickets
for 34 runs after tea, leaving all
the guesses open.

Zoysa helped Kaluwitharana
add a valuable 25 runs for the
seventh wicket.

ut up a re-

But Pakistan missed a
golden opportunit when
Kaluwitharana was let off by

Wagar at mid-on off Razzak at
172-6 and then failed to run out
Arjuna Ranatunga with 40 to
vet

Al 146-5 Ranatunga had to
retire alter he was hit on the left
thumb by Wagqar. The diminu-
tive Ranatunga returned back at

—

177-8. his team still 43 away
[rom victory.

It was a tense linish but ]
think our boys did well to pull
ofl this win,” Sri Lankan cap-
tain Sanath Jayasuriya. who
came lrom series wins over
Australia and Zimbabwe last
year. said

Pakistay continued their
remarkable lightback in the
match. claiming three wickets
in the first session of the day to
hold the slight advantage for
the lirst time in the match.

Resuming at 11-0, Sri Lanka
addec 66 runs in the first ses-

B W.

A DE SILVA ..

m-0-m

sion losing opener Marvan Ata-
pattu (10) Russel Armold (6) and
Aravinda de Silva (21).

Wagar lorced Atapattu to
edge an ouldoing delivery in the
second over ol the day to lirst
slip where Saqlain Mushtaq
held an easy catch.

Saqlain, who recovered in
time to take the fleld after hav-
ing dehydration problems on
Day Four. held his seécond ¢ tch
off Waqar when Arnold failed
to draw his bat away.

Sri Lanka lost their second
wicket at 34,

De Silva survived a confi-
dent leg before shout on the first

ball off Waqar and a run out.
He hit four well-timed
boundaries before snicking to

wicketkeeper*Moinr Kharr off |

Razzak. _

Sri Lanka went into lunch
struggling at 77-3, still needing
143 to win.

“It could have gone either

way but we missed a number of |

chances and scored just 182 in
the first innings which led to
our lailure,” Pakistan captain
Saeed Anwar said.

Jayasuriya remained sub-
cdued throughout the session
and completed his 15th half
century in Test cricket, his lirst
lifty as captain in seven Tests
hitting six boundaries.

Razzak got the prized salp
of Jayasuriya when his ou.go-
ing delivery got the edge which
Aamir Sohail took low to his
left.

Jayasuriya made 56 in his
innings lasting 191 minutes.

Experienced Ranatunga and
vice-captain Mahela Jayawar-
dene took the Sri Lankan score
to 143-4 at tea, frustrating the
Pakistan attack with resolute
batting, needing another 77
runs.

Saqglain struck with the
third ball alter tea when he had
Jayawardene caught bat-pad at
silly mid-on by Yousul
Youhana.

Umpire Athar Zaidi, doubt-
ing it a bump catch, referred to
leg umpire South African Dave
Orchard and he finally declared
the batsman out after consult-
ing the TV umpire.
~ Jayawardene made 35 with
live fours and in the course
completed his 1,000 runs in his
| 6th Test. :

Chaminda Vaas was run out
without scoring when he failed
to beat a Saqlain throw from
fine leg. Sri Lanka lost their
sixth wicket at 152,

Pakistan made 390 in the
second innings with debutant
Younis Khan hitting a polished
107 to set a target of 220 to the
visitors.

The second of the three Tests
will commence at Peshawar

o>ee Page 14

Pak sun

An all-round per-
formance by Edco-
hammad Ramzan

' yuided Surjo

. _J Tarun Club to a

e e massive 105-run

VICLOrY

over Sadharan Bima
Krira Sangstha in a Premler
Division League clash at the
BKSP ground in Savar yes-
terday.

The right-handed Pakistani
opener cracked 82 to help his
team pile up a huge 268 for
seven in the stipulated 50 overs.

After the good work with the
willow, Ramzan, with his mill-
tary medium pace. captured
three wickets for 16 runs to
bundle out Bima for 163 in 46.1
overs.

Put in to bat, Surjo Tarun got

off to a slow start collecting
only 16 runs from the first ten
overs. But they picked up the

Sports Reporter

tempo once their ever-watchful
opener Parvez Ahmed departed
alter scored 9 runs off 33 balls.
He was trapped leg before wicket
by Bima's new-ball bowler
Mahbub in the eleventh over.
One-down Imran Ahmed

Premier League

Tarun v Bima

then joined Ramzan to share 68
runs in the next 14 overs, In-
dian off-spinner Rajindar
Singh broke the stand by dis-
missing Imran on 29. He clob-
bered four boundaries off 38
balls.

Ramzan then partnered his
compatriot Akhter Sarfraz to
extract 94 runs belore he was

adjudged leg before wicket oll

shines for Tarun

(he bowling of Hasan Iin the
d81h over. Ramzan. In his near
about three-hour stay at the
crease, faced 113 balls and
smashed nine boundaries,

Alter Ramzan's departure on
158, Surjo Tarun picked up an-
other 110 runs from the re-
maining 13.2 overs, thanks to a
hne strokeplay by Akhter and
Al-Shahriar. Together the (wo

put on 44 runs for the fourth
wWickel

Sarlraz, who scored 63 runs
in the previous match against
Warl last week, smashed 57 oll
89 balls while Al-Shahriar
welghed in with a quick fire 33
ball 44, which included the only
sixer of the session, '

In reply, Sadharan Bima
plunged into a meek defeat in
the lace ol some controlled

See page 15

Soccer for Munna
BFF receives

fat cheque

Sports Reporter

The Chittagong Football Kh-
elowar Samitl (CFKS) handed
ovér a cheque worth Taka three
lakhs thirty thousand (Tk
3,30,000) to the Bangladesh
Football Federation (BFF) yes-
terday to help the alling former
national ootball captain
Monem Munna.

The fund was raised through
a charity football match be-
tween the Chittagong Mo-
hammedan Sporting Club and
the Dhaka Abahani Krira
Chakra at the MA Aziz Stadium
in Chittagong on February 26.

Former national footballer
Ashish Bhadra and CFKS pres-
ident Nandi Panna Lal handed
over the cheque to BFF trea-
surer Shamimuzzaman Basu-
nia during a press conlerence of
the BFF at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.

Sorry, Kalabagan!
Sports Reporter

The International Crickel
Council (ICC) last night cleared
Sri Lankan ofl-spinner Kurnara
Dharmasena [rom the accusa-
tion of illegal bowling action.

He will play his first match
for the Mohammedan Sporting
Club apgainst the Kalabagan
Krira Chakra in the Premier
Division League at the Banga-
bandhu National Stadium to-
day.

The complication arose
when Kalabagan, in a letter to
the CCDM., asked the organisers
to run a check on the bowling
action of Dharmasena, suggest-
ing that the World Cup winning
Sri Lankan was banned from

international cricket by the [ICC

for his suspicious bowling ac-
ftion.

Bangladesh Cricket Board,
following a request from the
CCDM, sent a fax to Clive
Hitchcock, the Cricket Ogiera-
tion Manger of the ICC, to
whether the world governing
body had any embargo on
Dharmasena.

The reply came fast and it
spelled out that the ICC had
never imposed a ban on Sri
Lankan.

.. Office hockey
BAF, Railway
split points

The lone match of the Shah

Sports Metropolis Office
Hockey League between
Bangladesh Air Force and

Bangladesh Railway ended in
one-all draw at the Maulana
Bhasani National Stadium
veslerday. reports UNB.

Alter a barren lirst hall. Ma-
sud put the Air Force ahead n
the 43rd minute by a field goal
while Moinuddin of Railway
restored the parity just after two
minultes. also by a field goal

Sadharan Bima KS will meet
Bangladesh Army in a vital
league match today (Thursday)
al Lhe same venue, '

Martyn back
in Test fold

NAPIER, New Zealand, Mar
|: Damien Martyn's exile from
Test crickel could be over aiter
he beal West Australian team
mate Simon Katich in the race
lor a berth in Australia's Test
squad to face New Zealand, re-
ports AFP.

Martyn was Wednesday
night added to the l14-man
squad lor the three-Test series
alter Ricky Ponting was de
clared untit to play with an
ankle he injured colliding with
a boundary fence at the Syvdney
Cricket Ground last month

Ponting was Wednesday
ruled out, leaving the door open
lor Martyn to restart a Test ca-
reer which has been dormant
lor more than six years

Martvn has been overlooked
by selectors since he falled
cduring Australia's disastrous
loss 1o South Alrica at the SCG

i January 1994,

Bul the 28-year-old is back
in contention for the opening
Test 1n Auckland starting on

March 11.

New West Australian captain
Simon Katich was among the
frontrunners for the vacancy
alter shaking olf a summer of
sickness but his expected pro-
vression to the Test arena will
have 1o wait alter selectors took
the salety-lirst option of Mar-
Ly

lhe talented right-hander
has been in New Zealand for
almost three weeks with the
Australian one-day squad and
he received the good news from
captaln Steve Waugh during the
dinner break in \"u"r:l:u*mh\}"ﬁ
hith International here.

There has been a lot of can-
diclates and {I'1 get a spot in the
trst Test that will be great but if
not Ill walt my turn,” Martyn
said :

I really haven't worried
about it because we've been
prety locused on the job here.

tiut I've been back In the
one-day side lor two years now
and hopelully I'm starting to
put it together.”

Mariyn was tipped for a big
Itture when he plaved his lirst
Fest as a 21 year-old against
the fearsome West Indies pace
atlack.

T1OW

Victoria baffle Brothers

Victoria Sporting
Club pulled off the
first upset in this
vear's Janakan-
tha Premier Divi-
sion Cricket Lea-
gue when they handed Brothers
Union a two-wicket defeat at
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium yesterday.

The bogey team of big guns
had already sounded a warning
when they gave Mohammedan a
real scare before going down by
only seven runs in their open-
ing maltch.

Clearly upbeat following
that near miss, the spirited Vie-

AT

Sports Reporter

Victoria needed [ive runs
from the last over. Number ten
Ziaul pushed the first ball of
seamer Ahmed Kamal for a sin-
¢le and veteran Pakistani all-
rounder Zahid Ahmed hit the
next delivery for four through
the mid-wicket boundary.

But the underdogs should
thank skipper Sabbir Khan,
who was responsible for chang-
ing the complexion of the game
by hitting two hig sixes In one
productive over of off-spinner
SanwarHossaln that yielded 17
runs. The gangling young man,
who captlured lour wickels in
the lirst match, demonstrated

——

EHSANUL ... 98
toria caught Brothers by the
scrufl of the neck in an exciting
and high-scoring altfair

A collective eflort from the
youthiul side ensured that they
topple Brothers' lighting total
ol 237 lor seven with 238 lor
eight

S MEHMUD 4/36

TODAY'S MATCHES

Mohammedan S( v
Kalabagan K(
(Bangabandhu
Stadium)
Agrani Bank
(BKSP)

National

v City Club

his batting prowess with a 25-
ball 31. The little cameo of Sab-
bir provided the much-needed
thrust for Victoria to take the
match way from the firm grip
Brothers.

Sabbir featured in a decisive
50-run filth wicket partnershi
which came off only 37 wﬂﬁ
Rashed Hanif after opener Saj-
jad Ahmed and one-down Nu-
ruzzaman had given Victoria a
solld start.

Sajjad. the enigmatic right
hander fell two runs short of
what could have been a swash-
buckling fifty while Nuruzza-
man scored a disciplined 80-

G .
NURUZZAMAN ... 50
ball 50. The two apart, Pak-
istani Igbal Sheikh. who
hamumered two massive sixes in
his 66-ball knock. chipped with

1 invaluable 48
For Rashed Hanif. another
Pakistani recruit of Vicloria. it

See Page 14

Sri Lankan quartet Ruwan Kalpage (L), Kumara Dharmasena (2nd from L) Gamagee (3rd
from L) and Hashan Tillekeratne (R) along with a local cricketer watching the proceedings
of the Premier Division game between Victoria and Brothers Union at the Bangabandhu
— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

National Stadium yesterday.

Mark BFF's man

English coach
Mark Harrison
has been olli
cially appointed
as the coach of the
2 Bangladesh na-
tional football team. This was

formally announced by the
Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) at a press

brieling yesterday

BFF treasurer Shamimuz-
zaman Basunia, joint-secretary
Badal Roy and members Ashra-
fuddin Ahmed Chunnu, Ferdous
Islam, Shawkat Ali Khan Ja-
hangir, and Shah Alam
Chowdhury met the press along
with the English coach, who ar-
rived in the capital on February
27

A UEFA ‘A’ licence holder,
Mark will kick off his new as-
signment by attending an AFC
(Asian Football Conlederation)
coaching seminar, starting in
Malaysia from March 6. He will
arrive in Dhaka on March 24
alter having a trip to London.

Badal Roy. who introduced

Sports Reporter

Mark to the press. will resume
his job from March 25

Both the parties signed off a
three-year contact on Monday
The BFF has already sent a « Opy
ol the contract to Asian Foot-
ball Confederation (AFC). who
will pay the salary (3,000 US
dollars) of the coach as part of
its development programime.
BFF would provide accommo-
dation and transport lacilities
to the coach. Although the con-
tract has been made lor three
vears. the BFF reserves the
right of reviewing the contract
alter each vear

Talking to the journalists,
Mark. a father of two, said that
it was his [irst prolessional as-
signment with a national team
and he would give his best to
improve the standard of
Bangladesh lootball

"l hope to take the team lor-
ward as SAF Games champion.
It's a great honour lor me.. and
I'm looking ahead,” said the be-
spectacled coach, who admitted

: .
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that he had hardly anvy knowl
edue ol the state of Bangladesh

oolball
Bult football is pretty inter-
national these days and I'm

taking it as a great challenge ol
my life

“Initially. | will have to take
helps [rom few guys who are
closed to the national team. But
then 1 will have my own fresh
idea on how to develop the
standard of the team.”™ Mark
added

The 39-year-old began his
playing career as a goalkeeper
in the Southampton Club in
England in 1976 and retired
from the professional football
in 1989. He became the coach of
Hellenic Football Club in South
Africa in the same year. Mark
was the goalkeeping coach of
Everton Fnulhaﬁ Club ftrom
1993 to 1995. He had been an
assistant coach of the Oxford
United Football Club belore
taking up the mantle of
Bangladesh football.
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British football coach Mark Harrison (C) addressing a press conference at the BFF office
— Star photo

yvesterday,
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