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"1 don't really se. iGng term
but I'd like to be there for
next World Cup.”

i
4 L
PCB chief
» i
discontent

RAWALPINDI, Feli 28: Pak-
istan Cricket Board (PCB) ad
hoc chairman genenl! Taugir
Zia Sunday voiced dissatisfac-
tion over state of iffairs in
the country's cricket and the
team performance of late, re-
ports AFP. )

"l am not satisfied atgll, nei-
ther with the working at
Board's headquarters inl.ahore
nor with team's recent .
it's zero per cent.” he teld re-

s during the Tesf inhere.

"But | am not losing heart,
the team needs just one win to
lift the morale.” he added.

Pakistan were blanked 3-0
in the Test series against Aus-
tralia down under and were
whitewashed 2-0 by the same
team in the Carlton and United
one-day tri-series finals.

Sri Lanka inflicted 3-0 one-
day series defeat on the home
team ahead of the three-match
Test series.

‘I am myself disappointed
with the results.” Zia said.

Injury to top pla Wasim

"Akram, Shoaib tar and

Azhar Mahmood added to the
home team's problems.
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Aravinda’s a

RAWALPINDI,
Pakistan, Feb 28:
Veteran batsman
Aravinda de Silva
J Sunday vowed to
keep on scoring

runs in international cricket as |
L lnng as he stays fit, reports
AFP.

“I want to be remembered as
run-scoring and successful
batsman and want to go on
(while) I am fit enough to play
and perform,” De Silva told this
news agency after smashing 112
against Pakistan in the
Rawalpindj Test. ;

De Silva's 18th ton in his
80th Test was his eighth against
Pakistan.

“All hundreds are special but
considering the situation this
can be rated as one of the best of
my career.” the 34-year-old
from Colombo said.

De Silva hit 122 with five
sixes at Faisalabad in the 1985-
86 series against Pakistan and
followed it with 105 in Karachi.

"My hundreds against the
likes of Imran Khan and Abdul
Qadir in 1986 were my best but

ARAVINDA dE SILVA

this Pakistan attack is also

world class.”

De Silva hit twin centuries
against Pakistan (138 not out
and 103) in the Colombo Test in

SP

‘want to forget a

iration

1997-98.

“It is often said I like batting
against Pakistan but it's due to
my success against them," he
said. |

He was instrumental in Sri
Lanka's triumph in the 1996
World Cup but lost favour alter

his side failed to defend the title

in England last year.
"It was disaprointmg but |
_ 1 that and let
my bat do the talking,” he said.

De' Silva opted out of Sri
Lanka's tour.to Zimbabwe lasl
year due to family commit-
ments and was not considered
for the one-day series against
Pakistan,

“It's up to the selectors but I
think I can still deliver the
goods in both forms of the
game,” he said.

"I don't play for records but
to score more and more runs for
my country is my concern,” he
said.

De Silva said his ambition
was to beat South Africa.

“We have beaten Australia
and now [ wish we can beat the
South Africans.”
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'KLAHOMA CITY, Feb 28:
ffca Seles capped her return

| ‘'week from a five-month -

M by capturing her 45th ca-
© title with a victory over
51 seed Nathallie Dechy of
nce at the IGA Superthrift

nis Classic, reports Reulers,

[ter powering her way
ugh three lopsided victories
inder an hour each, the sec-

seed had to battle back
m 2-5 down In the second set

post a 6-1, 7-6 (7-3) victory
ir Dechy and claim what was

Seles a somewhat unex-
Lled Litle,

This tournament rates high’

here with my others because

dn't played In five months,” .

' Seles.who had been side-
| by a siress fracture to her
foot, an injury that caused
lo miss the Australian

want “to get ready for the
'h Open and Wimbledon, |
\t the doctors will give me
K to begin running in
v 10 days,” added Seles af-
llecling $33000 for her
tle since Amelia island
oril,
's looked on her way to
r roul after the 24-
first set when Dechy,
¢ her lirst appearance in
tour final, shook off a
nerves and threatened to
S-r the match.

Lt ready to plar." sald
vho turned 21 this week
1 not dropped a sel en
the final. "But 1 looked
and there was the big
1d 1 realised I was in my
s.

k me awhile to get go-

ith seed broke Seles for
1eld serve Lo seize a 5-2
re. But Seles battled
rce the tiebreaker and
urd set.

1e second set made the
and 15 minute final a
sL. "This was a good
me today, having to

ext heads to Scotts-
daler a then Indian Wells,
where S0 wili get a more true
test ol §a% Sliate of her game as
she rud@iinto the top players on
the WTA Y ur

Pﬁmem Liga
Leaders see
off Mallorca

MADRID, Feb 28: Deportivo
La Coruna raced six points clear
at the tgpof the Spanish league
after a 271 win at home to Mal-
lorca ongSunday, reports AFP.

Dutdhistriker Roy Makaay
and HBrazilian Djalminha
scored the goals as Deportivo
moved @ 49 points from 26
matches six ahead of Real
Madrid @@ho beat arch-rivals
Barcelgge 3-0 on Saturday
night, a2 Real Zaragoza, Both
have 43points.

Real @aragoza kept up their
champiaiship challenge with a
2-1 win@l home to €elta Vigo.
Argentifge midfielder Roberto
Acuna and Yugoslav interna-
tional S@vo Milosevic got the

goals while South African
Benny MeCarthy was on target
for Celta

Japamese international
Shoji Jai&cored his first goals
in Spaimfilo lift Valladolid to a
2-1 win g¥er Real Oviedo.

Jo opgned the scoring in the
34th mimite on the counter-at-
tack andifhen scored the deci-
sive goalipf the match with a
header. &

The Sstriker, the [irst

irmer world number -
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Bayern Munich's super star

My Lothar Matthaeus (R)
(L) during celebrations mark

Bayern Munich celebrate centenary

celebrated
100th birthda
Sunday wit
president Franz
Beckenbauer announcing his

successful club, while tsing the
occasion to lobby for thc%
World Cup, reports AP,
Beckenbauer said Bayern
want (o maintain their finan-
cial independence and have a

wish clearly topped the list for
Beckenbauer, along with busi-
ness manager Uli Hoeness and
vice-president
Rummenige.
"We want a victor
Champions Cup.” B
told a 800-strong gathering at
the Prinzregententheater com-
posed of

in the

UEFA president Lennart Jo-
hansson.

Feb 27,
their 16th Bundesliga title, but

kicked the team to three
straight European Cups from
1974-76

Those players made Bayern
Munich a worldwide soccer
name, with fan eluss as far
away as Japan, while also pro-
viding the backbone of Ger-
many's 1974 World Cup cham-
pionship team.

But since Beckenbauer and
Hoeness have moved into the

wish list for Germany's most

006

new soccer stadium. but one

Karl-Heinz
enbauer

erman politicians
and global soccer dignitaries
like FIFA head Sepp Blatter and

Bayern Munich, founded on
1900, are heading to

the side hasn’'t ruled Europe
since Beckenbauer, Hoeness,
Berti Vogts and Sepp Maier

club's executive suite, the most
Erestiglous European trcphy
as proved elusive,

Last season, Bayern lost a
heartbreaking 2-1 Champions
Cup final to Manchester United,
with the British club snatching
the Iong:[', yearned-for prize away
at the last second by striking
twice in'injury time.

This year, Beckenbauer and
company are again hopeful
since Bayern appear to be the
€qual of last year's squad and
again are chasing three titles.

Bayem top the Bundesliga by
five points, have reached the
German Cup final and are
reaching top form as they play
their first Champions League
glgarterﬂnal Tuesday against

al Madrid.

Beckenbauer, who has vowed
to bring the 2006 World Cup to
Germany, also used the centen-
nial as an opportunity to court
votes for Germany's bid.

Attending the celebration
were nine members of FIFA's
executive committee body — the
24-member body of soccer's
world governing body that will

decide on July 6 which country

wins the right to host soccer's
premier event.

Among them was
Cameroon’'s Issa Hayatou
president of the African Soccer
Confederation. Beekenbauer
also met with three other com-
miltee members on Saturday.

Bayern, who apparently
haye abandoned plans to go
public, appear to be in no dan-
ger of losing their financial in
dependence. Germany’'s leader
In merchandising grossed 250

1he
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| meets fan ‘'number one' Franz Dillinger
ing the 100th anniversary of the team in Munich on Fe

— AFP photo

Beckenbauer targets
Champions Cup

MUNICH, Feb 28:;

Bayern Munich
their

million marks (dirs 125 mil-
lion} last year and also turned a
Bundesliga record profit of 24
million marks (dirs 12 mil-
lion).

“The basis our success was
laid in the '70s, by winning the
European Cups.” said Hoeness,
regarded as the Bundesliga most
astule manager. "If you don't
have international success and
a tradition, you can forget about
merchandising.”

Bayern, a club that has more
fans and more detractors than
any other in Germany, played
their -first match on April 1,
1900. The contest, a 7-1 pound-
ing of MTV 1879, came just
three days after players metin a
tavern to form the club.

The foundling side's first
real success came in 1932, when
they swept the German title.
Then they were taken over by
Naziz and faded into
anonymity until a 1957 German
Cup title.

When the Bundesliga was
tormed in 1963, Munich played
in a regional league and didn't
gain promotion to the First Di-
vision until two years later. A
German Cup title came in 1966,
lollowed by the Beckenbauer
era making them Germany's
premier club — a status they
have never lost despite runs by
Borussia Moenchengladbach in
the 1970s and Borussia Dort-
mund in the 1990s.

Bayern have gone on to cap
iure seven more German Cups,
15 Bundesliga titles, the three
European crowns and a 1996
UEFA Cup trophys, among
other titles.

English League Cup

LONDON, Feb 28:
l.cicester Cily won
the English

Leicester 1ift

el

second bookable offence.

But despite Tranmere play-
ing with 10 men, Kelly hauled

glory lour minutes later

goal.

In a carbon copy of his first
Elliott scored his eighth

Rovers back in the game with
an angled shot after 77 minutes
- only for Elliott to steal the

lL.eague Cup linal
on Sunday - beal-
ing Division One

goai of the season with another
lirm header from a Guppy cor-
ner which left Murphy helpless,

Japanes@player to play in the
Spanish®irst Division. has

advisory council. If they can't made a big impact since making

improve Pakistan cricket no-

; 3 . y 1 = [I{_A ﬁdl]lﬂt*rL‘
body can.” Zia said. : MUMBAI, India: forced-by the injury to number But with Cullinan expected | Nis debul@n January 16 against Y . T
gakistan has a history of |! South  Africa four star Darylll Cullinan, who {4 pe fit for the second TEPSL the | Numancia : : RYNEES {}1_ lH 'E,lﬁlffﬁfﬁn ,“fh[,?
mismanagement in cricket af- | quickie Mornan-  sat out because of a groin strain. - gelectors could feel confilent Two dher Japanese stars |captain Matt £ ninutes }I;'rum
fairs with three set-ups changed tau Hayward. one Boje, apart from being able . engugh to sacrifice batiing lay-in Iggy: Hidetoshi Nakata - jwinner —I-ne 2 :

last Jyfc:ar ‘

a, an army commander,
took over in December and his
is the third interim set-up.

“Our cricket is not in disar-
ray... the chief executive Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf has
given me f(ull authority,” he
said, relerring to the military
mmler who stized power in Octo-

Zia came down hard on
Akhtar, who was suspended for
a one-day match against Sri
Lanka earlier in the month and
was fined 200,000 ru (4,000
dollars) after he violated disci-
pline during Pakistan’'s tour of
Australia.

J of the world's
— ) fastest bowlers,
could play for South Africa in
the second Test against India (n

Bangalore starting on
Thursday.
While the playing eleven will

b T GRS

L

to sgin. added some batting
depth to a fragile line-up also
missing Jonty Rhodes, who has
just becomne a father.

Rbsset stuns
Kafelnikov

L]

LONDON. Feb 28: World
number 72 Marc Rosset stunned
top seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov 6-
4. 6-4, 10 win the 800,000 dol-
lars London Indoor Champi-
onships in convincing fashion
on Sunday, reports Reuters,

slightly to include Hayward.

Alternatively, they
maintain their depth by keep-
ing Boje instead of Eksteen.

United Cricket Board (UCB)
managing director Dr Ali
Bacher also believes Hayward
shotuild be selected.

"He has to play in the second
Test ... Even if the wicket is
slow, he can generate incredible
pace.”

Hayward played in the three-
day warm-up match a week ago
when he bagged five wickets and
injured internationals Azhar-
uddin and Nayan Mongia in the
process, 4

could '

Roma) @8hd Hiroshi Nanami
(Venezia)§

Athletlg Bilbao were held to
a 2-2 drag al home to Malaga,
while Alages scored a 2-0 win
over Atlellco Madrid to leave
the capitalls second club still in
danger offrelegation. The win
lifted uglashionable Alaves
into fousgh place, ahead of
Barcelong

Espangl trounced Rayo Val-
lecano 54 and Racing San-
tander anfl Real Socledad drew
0-0, .
The S@ille derby betlween
Real Betishnd Sevilla ended in
a 1-1 dravawith both goals com-
ing from pRnalties.

time. reports AFP.

Elliott had given City the
lead after 29 minutes but vet-
eran David Kelly levelled for
Rovers 13 minutes from time
Martin O'Neill's side also
booked their place in next sea-
son's UEFA Cup by lifung the
trophy, their second triumph in
four years.

Rovers. enjoying the first-

ever major final in their 116-
year history, started brightly
and it was against the run of

play when the Premiership side
went ahead.

Steve Guppy's corner picked
out Elliott who sent a powerful
header pasl Keeper Joe Murphy
via the underside of the cross-
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