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Bangladesh Express Co. Ltd.
Licensee Qf Federal Express Corporation

\ Tel # 9565114; Fax # 95651 12/4

MOUCHAK

108, D.L.T. Road
Malibagh, Dhaka
\ Tel # 9345261

KAWRANBAZAR

33, Kazi Nazru! Islam Avenue
Kawranba.ar. Dhaka
Tel # 91306-.. 9130906

Dhaka Export Processing Zone
Service Building
Ganakbari, Savar

Tel # 9338931
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Instalment facility available

Transcom Electronics Limited
Authorized diatributor in Bangladesh for Whirlpool Appliances, USA

Dhaka : 815307-10, 819425-9 Ceg, : 716353, 723578
1720304 Bogra : 6215
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Rickshawpuller Hira being treated at DMCH for burn
injuries he suffered when pickets set fire to his rickshaw

at Tongi yesterday morning.
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Strictly enforce PSA,
PM tells policemen

Sheikh
has asked the i'luflu 0l-
strictly entorce Lhe
Actl IPSA) lor en-
nd securiuy, re-

Frime Minister
fiﬁ.“-iil..
:Ix'lrl:."" 1O
Public Salef
Suring peac
1% ¥ :
]

Strictly implement the new

law people will be spared of
cruelly and have peace and se
curity.” she said vesterdav di-

recting the police officials (o
take stern action against the
terrorists irrespective of party
ar group

Addressing the senior police
officials at the International
Conference Centre in the mom-
ing, the Prime Minister said it
IS the duty of the police 10 en-
sure security of the people by
eliminating terrorism [rcm the
sociely

he sald: Economic devel-

1 A be possible

outl a stal environment.
IL IS necessary 1o ensure peace
and stability in the society for
the interest of all.”

Relerring to hartals, Hasina
accused the opposition parties
ol killing innocent people. In-
cluding police, in the name of
hartal. "People have no sup .ort
for such hartal.” she said.

tlasina said the opposition
has lailed to forge their “so
called anti-government
movement without support
irom the people. The opposition
IS issuing threats ol toppling
the government from the be
ginning and giving ultimatum
one alter another

Well call election in time.
because we believe in people's
voting right and democracy,”
she said. "People’s welfare is the
only goal of this government
and il is working day and night
lor improving the lot of the
people

The Prime Minister said her
dovernment had tried to reach
an understanding with the op
pasition through discussion
But they did not respond.

She said the PSA has been
enacted to check crimes effec-
tively and asked police to apply
the law properly only to ensure
public safety and security.

Shie also asked them to re
main alert so that the law is not
abused and mentioned the pro-
vision of punishment for abus
ing the law. Lapses in Investj-
gation will also be taken into
account under the new law, she
acdded,

Hasina said. action would
also be taken against those fil-
ing false cases. "It will be possi
ble to ensure peace and security
in public life with proper use of
this law.’

An improved trend in law

and order is already seen with
the passing of the new law, she
said and asked police to ensure
that this trend continues.

Referring to various prob-
lems of the police force, the
Prime Minister said the gov-
ernment is vervy much con
scious about those and is taking
necessary steps for their early
solution

She said the government has
taken step to decentralise power
through local government elec-
tions. including Upazila. The
¢overnment will strengthen po-
lice and civil administration at
Upazila level after election of
the public representatives.

Hasina said the government
would look into the problem of
arms and ammunition, 3
commodation, wireless :
communications and oiher
equipment.

IGP AY B I Siddiqui, AIG CID
Nurul Huda, CMP Commis-
sioner A T Ahmedul Hug
Chowdhury, AIG Police HQ
Awlad Hossain Mia, DIG
Khulna Range Lutful Kabir., SP
Gaibandha Raushanara Begum,
SP Laxmipur Khairul Bashar,
SP Jhenidah Khan Syed Hasan,
SFP Kishoreganjf Benazir
Ahmed, SP Netrakona Kazi
Jainul Abedin, SP Pirojpur A K
M Mahluzul Hug. SP Habigani
Rahmat Jahan Shikdar and
DIG Railway Rahman Bhuiyan
took part in the discussion.

LLeap Year bugs

From Page 1
give rise o minor computer
problems il programmers had
failed o realise that 2000 was
indeed a Leap Year

Asian governments and or-
ganisations said today they
would be monitoring events
over the next few days, bul
buoyed by their success in
squashing the Y2K bug few pre-
dicted any major problems.
Unlike the Y2K problems
year, we are not going to
take any special measures for
airline companies on this occa
sion, said an official at the
Japanese (ransport ministry
asking to remain anonymous.

“The airline companies al-
ready did a Leap Year test on
computer programs when they
did one for the year 2000 prob-
lems and the test result for the
Leap Year was OK.

In Beijing, a spokesman for
the ministry of information in-
dustiry acknowledged extra staffl
would be on duty at airports and
other sensitive areas to deal
with any possible glitches.
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Tofail explains why Clinton

Potential and prospect of
Bangladesh reaching the mid-
dle income group by 2020 as
forecast by international ex-
erts may have inspired US
resident Bill Clinton to in-
clude Dhaka in his South Aslan
trip, sald Industries Minister
Tolail Ahmed yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

"His visit will further open
up opportunities lor prosper-
ity," Tolail told UNB when
asked how Bangladesh can de-
rive benelit from the maiden
trip ol a US President scheduled
for March 20,

Duty-Iree market access, US
investment and lechnology for
gas-based industries and 30 per
cent quota increase for garment
are among the issues of mutual
interests that are likely to fig-
ure high in bilateral talks dur-
ing the visit, he said.

Bangladesh's gas resources
have already attracted US in-
vestment in energy sector and
more US giants are showing in-
terest in investing in

US sanctions to
Clinton's visit: Vajpayee

NEW DELHI, Feb 28: US eco-
nomic sanctions imposed on
India after the 1998 nuclear
tests will be lifted when Presi-
dent Bill Clinton visits India
next month, Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee has said.
reports AP,

The American preside.t's
[ive-day visit beginning Mar 20
proves the scenario has
changed since the United States
imposed the punitive measures
on India almost two years ago,
Vajpayee said in a speech dur-
ing the weekend, the Press Trust
ol India reported.

“The president of the country
which imposed sanctions is
coming. On his visit here, the
sanctions are about to go," Vaj-
payee said Saturday in the
northern city of Lucknow while
opening a teachers' convention.

A wide range of economic
sanctions — including denial of
export-import loans — were
triggered under the so-called

visiting Bangladesh

Bangladesh.

US-Bangladesh Business
Council that grouped multina-
tionals willing to invest here
also wanted Clinton to visit
this country to pave way for in-
creased partnership between
the two private sectors, Tofall
said.

The US President, while
elaborating economic Issues of
his government at a recent
flunction in Philadelphia, sald
poor countries also can be trade
partner of US.

Bangladesh liberalised for-
eign Investment policy to draw
extensive foreign investment,
which is crucial for the coun-
lry’'s soclo-economic develop-
ment. Clinton's visit will bring
in more US investinent in the
country's energy and infras-
tructure sectors, he hoped.

Till December 1999, Board of
Investment (BOI) registered 72
US projects involving USS3.48
billion, the highest from any
single country. Most of the pro-
posals came in the last three

years mainly in gas and energy
sector. A number of US compa-
nies are involved In gas explo-
ration and private power gen-
eration projects, BOI sources
sald.

Referring to Bangladesh's

stand on behall of least devel-
oped countries (LDCs) in the
Seattle meet, the Industries
Minister sald the USA, Canada,
Japan and EU have agreed on
principle to extend duty-free
market access of LDCs' products
to the developed countries.

“The visit will help us get it,”
sald Tofail

Besides. Bangladesh will
pursuc lor a 30 per cent increase
in garment guota In US market
that consumes bulk of the coun-
try's readymade garments.

He sald the government
lavours value added product
from gas reserves and will wel-
come US technological and fi-
nancial assistance for gas-
based power plants and fer-
tiliser factories to meet coun-
try's demand and export.

Glenn Amendment when India
and Pakistan conducted tit-for-
tat nuclear tests in May 1998,
Subsequently, the US Congress
passed legislation that enabled
Clinton to waive sanctions
dealing with agricultural trade
in an effort to help US farmers
for a period of one year. That
waiver was extended indefi-
nitely in October,

But some analysts say the
United States is waiving sanc-
tions in the hope India will sign
the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty and if no
progress is made, sanctions
could be reimposed.

In his speech Saturday, Vaj-
payee did not say wﬁether
Washington had given any mes-
sage that the remaining sanc-
tions would be lifted.

Pakistan tour

A PTI report says, the ques-
tion of whether to include Pak-
istan " in US President Bill
Clinton's visit to South Asia

go after

A BNP procession on Dhanmondi road no. 32 in the city during hartal hours yesterday.

r

— Star photo

next month has been one of the
diciest issue facing US foreign
policy planners, the Washing-
ton Times reported today.

It said if Pakistan is in-
cluded in Clinton's itinerary, it
might appear to signal US' ap-
proval, or at least acquiescence,
to the last October coup under
General Pervez Musharraf
which overthrew the elected
government of Pakistan. send-
ing a dangerous signal to other
would-be plotters in countries
around the world.

But, Clinton's visit to India,
passing over Pakistan, would be
seen as US' tilt towards India, it
said, which it added might
strengthen the hands of fhe
most fiercely anti-American el-
ements in Pakistan while sour-
Ing relations with a country
whose support the US needs as a
bulwark against fundamental-
ist extremists like Osama Bin
Laden, based in neighbouring
Afghanistan.

Lay-oft at Pak Steel Mill

Massive blast durin
strike in Karachi

KARACHI. Feb 28: A power-

explosion destroved a small
i siness in the southern port

ol Karach: today at the
start of a strike to protest mas-
sive layolls at one of the city's
biggest employers, the Pakistan
Steel Mill, reports AP.

No one was injured in the
explosion in the heart of
Karachi. said police. But the au-
thorities believe it was linked
to the strike called by the Mut-
taheda Qami Movement and
Jeay Sindh, two ethnic-based
organizations that have large
followings in the city.

The MQM represents Indian
Muslims who migrated to Pak-

istan in 1947, most of them to
southern Sindh province, of
which Karachi is the capital
Jeay Sindh represents indige
nous Sindhis.

The two organisations have
accused the army-led govern-
ment ol laying olf mostly eth-
nic Mohajirs and Sindhis.

Throughout the city the re-
sponse to the strike was spo-
radic. In some of the more
troubled neighbourhoods,
where violence has occurred,
many ol the shops were closed.
But elsewhere it was business as
usual.” Government offices,
banks and the Karachi Stock
Exchange remained open.

Available for Rent

13,000 sft ground floor of a Solid Building with
10,000 sft parking spacc in Tejgaon industrial
Area nearly boarding Gulshan. Also seperately
available in the same arca open space 20,000-
50,000 sft for temporary sheds or open-air use.

Please contact: Tel: 601980, 9884008 Fax: $80-2-

9884009 or
Immediately.
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Albright may run to
succeed Havel?

WASHINGTON, Feb 28:
Macdeleine Albright., America's
Czech-born secretary of state,
returns next week to her home-
land, where there is talk she
might seek the presidency of the
East European nation alter her
tour in Washington ends, re-
ports AP

Some Czechs are speaking of
her as a possible successor to
President Vaclav Havel, who
must retire in 2002. Havel, a
playwright-turned-politician
nelped lead the "Velevet Revolu-
fion” that in 1989 persuaded
communlist rulers to resign.

He has openly talked about
the possibility of Albright suc-
ceeding him.

Michael Zantovsky, former
Czech ambassador to Washing-
ton, sald Sunday in Prague that
he met last week with Havel and
discussed, among other things,
the possibility that Albright
might run Lo succeed Havel.

‘I never made it a secret that
I think that Madeleine Albright
could, one day in the future,
play a big role in Czech poli-
tics,” Zanlovsky said.

He stressed that the idea is
not new and that it would not
dominate Albright's agenda in
the Czech Republic.,

~ In Prague, Havel's chief pol-
lcy adviser, Pavel Fischer, told
Time magazine: "It is not im-
possible that they will talk
about this.”

The secretary of state has
not publicly discussed her fu-
ture plans. In its new issue,
Time quoted unidentified
sources as saying she "has begun
to conslder the possibility of
running.”

Albright's spokesman,
James Rubin, wnulr‘l not discuss
the matter Sunday. "The secre-
tary is completely happy serv-
ing the United States.” he said,

Albright's March 5-8 visit
comeides with the commemo-
ration ol the 150th anniversary
ol the birth ol national hero

Tomas Masaryk, who served as

the first president of the
(‘.xi'{.'llﬂslﬂ‘ﬁl&{ Republic after the
collapse ol Austria-Hungary in
1918,

Albright's wvisit will have
some political touch. She will
receive a gold medal from
Masaryk University in Brno
and will go to Masaryk's birth-
place at Hodonin. She will lay a
wreath at his tomb in Lany,
west ol Prague, and go to the
capital to unveil a Masaryk
statue,

Albright's maiden name is
Marie Korbelova. Her father
was a Czech diplomat who took
his lamily to London as Ger-
many took over their homeland
at the start of World War Il. The
tamily then moved to Denver in
1948 rather than serve under a
commmunist Czechoslovakian
pgovernment,

In an unscientific poll, pub-
lished by Lidove Noviny, the
leading daily newspaper in
Prague. Albright was listed
among the greatest living
Czechs. Havel was first.

Non-govt primary
school teachers
threaten tougher

movement
By Staff Correspondent

The Non-government Pri-
c1ary School T eachers' Associa-
tion has threatened to launch a
tougher movement if the gov-
ernment does not nationalise
the schools immediately.

Yesterday was the second
day of a 13-day strike by the
teachers of about 23,000 pri-
mary schools of the country.
Besides, the teachers will bring
out processions at every thana
headquarters on March 6 and
submit memorandum to thana
education officer and TNO, «1iid
a press release of the organisa-
tion yesterday.

Earlier, primary school
teachers observed a nine-day
long sit-in programme from
January 23 in the city's Osmani
Udyan to press home their de-
mand. They also observed a to-
kKen hunger strike and a 36-
hour hunger strike during that
period.

Sheikh Hasina, when she
was the opposition leader
promised the primary school
teachers in 1994 that if Awami
League goes to power, her gov-
ernment will accept all their
demands, it said.

But there has been no re-
sponse [rom the government
during their last movement in
January, it added.

Omission
From Page 1

provision has been proposed
providing that a tribunal shall
not punish any one only on the
basis of witness given by a per-
son who has died or has been
incapacitated or is not trace-
able, the source said.

The Section provided that
the statement of a prosecution
witness may be considered
without corroboration if the
person concerned dies after
registering police statement or
becomes untraceable or be-
comes incapable of appearing
before a tribunal,

The sources added, “No sig-
nificant changes in the Act
have been made as regards
grant of bail”,

The PSA does not provide for
grant of bail within 75 days .
the period earmarked for in-
vestigation.

Mir Nasir
From Page 1

Noor Ahmed Sarak on Septem-
ber 10, 1999, Three people were
chargesheeted in the case, In-
cluding Sramik Dal president
Mohammad Azimuddin,
Moazzem Hossain and Khalid
Hossain,

Meer Nasiruddin said the
government has been filing
cases against the leaders pro-
moting the movement against
it

"We will face the false cases
In the court and on the streets,
sald Nasiruddin,

BTTB

From Page 1

Bangladesh Association for
Soltware Information Service
(BASIS) said “Our intention is
to make V-SAT services as
cheap as in India, which is Tk
20 per hour.”

Anaother leader of BASIS
sald, “If we fall to attain that
rate, we will not be able to com-
pete with the Indian companies
which are already in the busi-
ness of software export.”

Welcoming the government
decision, President of
Bangladesh Computer
Samitr{BCS] Abdullah H Kafi
said that one of the main ob-
stacles In software export is
now removed.

President of Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
and former BCS president
Aftab-ul-Islam said, *“Now the
government can expect some-
thing from the industry.”

Ctg hartal

From Page 1

Most shops, markets and of-
lices were closed. Delivery of
goods to and from Chittagong
ort remained suspended due to
‘ack of trucks although cargo
handling was carried out inside
the jetties, port sources said.

Mills and factories at the in-
dustrial belts at Nasirabad,
Sitakundu, Kalurghat and
Patenga suffered due to thin at-
lendance of workers, sources
said.

Rallies and processions
were organised by opposition
aclivists in an around the city.

Sangladesn Clhihatra League
Ciganised an antl-hartal rally
and procession at New Market
crossing at about noon today.

A large number of police and
paramilitary BDR personnel
were deployed at all important
points of the city. '

Biggest heroin haul

——

8 including 4 Pak

nationals

chargesheeted

By Staff Correspondent

Eight people including four
Pakistanis were chargesheeted
yesterday in connection with
the country’'s biggest ever
heroin haul,

The Department of Narcotics
Control (DNC) recovered 24.1
kgs of heroin worth about Tk 30
crore from a city hotel and ar-
rested three Pakistani nation-
als in September last year.

The DNC in its charge sheet
submitted to the CMM's court
accused Ibrahim, Rais Khan,
Alefzan, Irshad Ahmed, Hanif,
Dulal, Mohammed Jahangir
and Abul Kalam of running
heroin business in Bangladesh.

Three accused Pakistanis —
Ibrahim, Rais Khan and Ale-
[zan — are now detained at the
Dhaka Central Jail, while an-
other Pakistani Irshad Ahmed
and his local counterpart
Hanil. Dulal, Mohammed Ja-
hangir and Abul Kalam are ab-
sconding.

Irshad runs a drug cartel in
Peshawar, the investigators
said.

Six others — Ramzan, Mo-
hammed Zakaria Mannaf, Ak-
ther Hossair. Zamshed, Aziz
Ahmed Babul and Abdus Sattar.
arrested by the DNC in Sepien-
ber, last year, however, were
not chargesheeted. The DNC re-
quested the court to drop
charges brought against them.
~ The charge sheet said that
four others were suspected of

their involvement with that
consignment of heroin. They
were identilied as Javed. Kum-
bor and Sohel of Peshawar in
Pakistan and Miru of Feni in
Bangladesh. They. however,
could not be traced.

The DNC said that it would
submit a supplementary charge
sheet in this regard later. |

The investigation officer
recorded statement of 32 wit-
nesses during the five-month-
long investigation into the mat-
Ler.

Acling on a tip-off, a team
led by DNC Director General
Modabbir Hossain Chowdhury
recovered the heroin from a
room of Hotel Razmoni Isha
Khan at Kakrail in the city on
September 20, 1999.

The DNC team lay in waiting
at a suit of the hotel and ar-
rested three Pakistanis.

Fhe heroin was found to be
absolutely pure and of high
quality. The consignment con-
tained in a bag was put inside
118 packets of Lux soap, each
containing 200 grams of the
narcolic. Besides, there was
another unpacked container of
200 grams of heroin.

The consigninent was to be
packed with [rozen food for
traflicking to Britain, the in-
vesligalors said. The sniper
dogs at the British airports

cannol trace anv d hidden in
frozen food stuﬂ{r thr:rlygadded.
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