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rium. Time: 5.00 pm.

Book publication ceremong: The Soclety for
Environment and Human Development (SEAD)
¢ Environmental Pollution and Mitigation

book ‘Leather Industry:
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_ s-Line Media Centre (MMC) organises a |
ro 1ggle of the sea-bound fishermen'. Venue:
ce. Mohammadpur. Time: 3.00 pm.

angla Theatre presents ‘Manush’ as part of Mamunur
d Relr ve. The drama will follow a reception to drama-
tist and actor Mamunur Rashid. Venue: Mohila

amity audito-

B

will launch Iits

Measures'. It will be followed by a seminar on environmental

pollution in leather indus
Association, Dhanmondi. Time:

Workshop: A two-d
Glog%gnunn oEBanglndasll?
o
tJl-' .
Time: 9.30 am.

Film s{idolw: Zahir Raihan Pilm Socicty
temporary Indian Session. Film: Ki Sang
Pmlgp (Dialogue and Delirium). Venue: lndlunu

. Venue: Women's Volun ry
.30 pm,

national workshop on 'Impact of

will begin. BIISS has organised the

in collaboration with Friedrich-Nauniann-Stiftun
y. Venue: BIISS auditorium, 1/46 Elephant Road.

organises con-
lap Kichhu
Comrmission

Auditorium, House 25, Road 2, Dhanmondi. Time: 6.00 pm.

. L :
Reunion: Central Women's University will hold a reunion
for teachers, guardians and students. Venue: University campus.

Time: 4.00 pm.

Publication ceremony: Two books. ‘Jananetri "

Sheikh Hasina' and 'Sheikh Hasina — Prime Minister of

Bang)adcah.' by Sirajuddin Ahmed will be launched. Chief guest:
Food Minister Amir Hossain Amu. National %l

rofessor Kabir

Chowdhury will preside. Venue: National Press Club. Time: 4 pm.
Seminar: Jatiya Granthakendra will hold a seminar on "In-

ternational Mother

age Day: our gain and our respo

nsibility”.

Venue: Conference room of Jatiya Granthakendra. Time: 10:00 am.

Exhibition: e concluding ceremony of the exhibitiorn of a
sculpture titled "Right of Mother Tongue: From Ekushey to the

World" will be held.
5:00 pm.

enue: Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, Time:

Roundtable discussion: working for Better Life
(WBL) with financial assistance from Norwegian government will
hold a roundtable discussion on "Prevention of Drug Addiction”.

Venue: Menartek High School.
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sad presents ‘Rastra Banam’ as

part of Mamunur Rashid Retrospective. Venue: Mohila Samily

Auditorium. Time: 7 pm.

Discussion: BIISS organises a discussion on '‘Assessing the
Development of Democracy.” Key speaker: Prof Dr Dz 1d Beetham,
Director, Centre for Democratisation Studies, University of Leeds,
UK. Prof Shamsul Huda Harun, Department of Political Science,
Dhaka University, will preside. Venue: BIISS Auditorium, 1/46

Elephant Road. Time: 3:00 pm

Temperature may rise

Weather may remain dry over the country in the next 12 hours

till 6 pm today. reports UNB.

Night temperature may rise over the country during the period,

Met Office predicted.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 30.6 deﬁree Celsiu . was

recorded at Cox's Bazar and the lowest of 9.3

Srimangol.

egree Celsius at

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:01 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6:21 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded in
some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidity in

Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 278 153 40 30
Chittagong 29.0 146 60 . 45
Rajshahi 28.0 105 62 46
Khulna 30.0 144 72 63
Barisal 292 13.5 a3 63
Sylhet 278 13.0 R D
Cox's Bazar 306 16.2 5 56

HERE and THERE

A TR S T AR R T A - R

BCL

By DU Correspondent

The three-day-long extended
meeting of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), student wing of
ruling party, ended yesterday.

The meeting decided to set up
schools at every thanas to
eradicate illiteracy and to
strengthen BCL activities in
thana, union, village, ward,
school, college and madrasa
units.

The meeting was presided
over by Bahadur Bepari while
the members of different BCL
execulive body participated the
meeting.

Meanwhile, the BCL yester-
day brought out a procession on
the Dhaka University campus,
observing ‘Shaheed Salim-Del-
war Day’,

To mark the day, they placed
wreath at the s’ monu-
ment to pay ho e to the mar-
tyrs, who were killed in anti-
autocratic movement during
Ershad regime,

SSA

By Staff Correspondent
Sammilito Samajilk An-
dolon (SSA), submit a mem-
orandum to the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) on Sunday
last for holding of free and fair
election.
A group of SSA leaders in-
cluding Tareq Ali, Pankaj

Bhauacharya.

AT O
e o o

Shathi. Bidhan Krisna Sen,
Syed Anwarul Huq and Ajoy
Roy handed over the memoran-
dum to the acting CEC that in-
cluded a seven points recom-
mendation.

The recommendation in-
cluded: The points that political
parties would have to send the
audit statement of their ac-
counts to participate in the elec-
tion, electoral laws should be
amended so that the corrupt
and defaulted persons can not
participate, election rules
should be implemented two
months before the polls, elec-
tion rules should be imple-
mented at all levels and public-
ity of election rules should con-
tinue all round the year.

Ekushey Book Fair
By Staff Correspondent

A discussion meeting on
“Our Publication: Writer, Pub-
lisher and Book"” was held at the
Ekushey Boi Mela Mancha in
the afternoon yesterday.

President of Bangla Aca-
demy Professor Anisuzzaman
presided over the discussion
meeting while Mohiuddin
Ahmed, Prof Syed Monjurul [s-
lam, Mafidul Hug and Sajjad
Sharif took part in the discus-
slon, said a press release.

Dr Syed Anwar Hossain, the
Director General of the
academy, delivered the welcome
speech at the discussion meet-

Rawshan Jahan Ing, it added.

Anti-hartal processions in city

Leaders and workers of
Bangladesh Awami League and
its front organisations
marched through different city
streels yesterday protesting the
dawn-to-dusk hartal, called by
the four-party opposition al-
liance, reports BSS.

The marchers called upon
the people to become more ac-
tive against the anti-develop-
ment activities like hartal.

Dhaka City Awami League
brought out a procession from
the central office of Bangladesh
Awaml League which termi-
nated at the same venue after
parading the main streets of the
city including Topkhana Road.

At a post-procession rally at
Muktangaon here, the city
Awaml League leaders described
the opposition alliance as the
unity of ‘evil forces' and said
that the four parties have
Joined hands just to 'grab’ the
slale power by any means.

Both BNP and the aulo-
cratic Jatlya Party had made
[noplc‘s life miserable when

hey were in power,” State Min-

ister lor Shlrp ing and General
Secretary of Dh city Awami
League Mofazzal gussain
Chowdhury Maya told the rally.

“They are still trying to keep
the people hostage by callin
frequent hartals in the name o
so-called democratic move-
ment,” he said.

Bangladesh Awami Seccha-
sebok League brought out an
anti-hartal procession and
marched through the streets at
Fulbaria, Gulistan, Topkhana,
Press Club, Noor-Hossain
Square, Muktangaon and GPO.

The processionists chanted
slogans against the main oppo-
sition party BNP for Its anti-
state role and unholy alliance
with the anti-liberation and
fundamentalist force Jamaat-e-
[slami and the autocratic
Jaliya Party,

angladesh Krishak League
also brought out a similar pro-
cession in the city and paraded

important avenues. Motahar
Hossain Maollah led the proces-
sion which ended at Banga-

bandhu Avenue,

S| Tributes paid

e

to language
martyrs

CALCUTTA, Feb 28: Eminent
litterateur Annada Shankar
Roy ' has sald UNESCO's
recognition of February 21 as
the International Mother
Lan e Day Is a t honour
to all Bangla-speaking people
both in Bangladesh and India,
reports BSS.

"Bangla has reached all the
corners of the globe after UN-
ESCO's recognition.” he said,
adding that all the Bangla-
speakigf people have got inter-
national significance, 48 years
after the heroic sons ol the soil
embraced martyrdom for the
cause of their mother tongue.

Roy was speaking at a dis-
cussion in the auditorium of
West Bengal Bangla Academ
here yesterday. Banglades
Sammilita Sangskritk Jote in
cooperation with Bangladesh
Mission In Calcutta and
Bangladeshi students studyin
in West Bengal organised the
discussion in observance of the
glltmﬂllﬂn&] Mother Language

ay.

Jote President Ramendu Ma-
umder, Bangladesh Deputy
igh Commissioner in Calcutta
Humayun Kabir, West Bengal
MLA and noted singer Ajit
Pundey, Mission official Sar-
war Alam and Jote leaders
Hasan Arif, Afzal Hussain,
Ahkam Ullah and Manjurul
Islam took part in the discus-
sion.

Vice-Chairman of West Ben-
al Education State Council and
ormer Vice-Chancellor of Ra-

bindra Bharati University Dr
Pabitra Sarkar presided over
the discussion while Jote leader
Shahdat Hossain Nipu con-
ducted it.

A large number ol Bangla-

deshi students participated in
the programme.

Four bridges to
be built on
Barisal-Kuakata
road

PATUAKHALI, Feb 28: The
overnment plans to construct
our bridges on Barisal-Patu-

akhali-Kuakata road to make
road communication to south-
ern region,
Kuakata sea beach, easier, re-
ports UNB.

particularly the

Officials said a feasibility

study was being conducted to
construct
Lebukhali Paira, Andarmanik,
Sonatoli and Khaprabhanga
rivers.

the bridges over

The study is expected to be

completed by March next.

Upon construction of the

proposed bridges, it will take
only

two hours to reach

Kuakata from Barisal by road.

Obituary

By Staff Correspondent

Rokeya Firoj, widow of A M
M Firoj, former Chief Engineer
of PDB, died of. cardiac failure
at Suhrawardy Hospital on
Monday afternoon. She was 55.

Elder sister of Shehab
Ahmed, Chief Reporter of The
Daily Star, she left behind one
son and a daughter, four broth-
ers, mother and a host of rela-
tions and friends to mourn her
death.

She will be buried after ar-
rival of her son Abu Rafaat
Fahim Mohammad who is in
Toronto, Canada. Her body had
been kept at BIRDEM mortuary
after namaj-e-janaza at her res-
idence at 63, Laboratory road
yesterday evening.

ook o o A

Rehana Ahmed, wile of Dr
Kazi Mesbahuddin Ahmed.
minister (Economic), Bangla-
desh Embassy in Washington,
died of brain haemorrhage on
February 24, She was 48,
reports BSS.

She was the second daughter
of late Shamsuzzaman of vil-
lage Mautall in Dhaka district.
She left behind her husband,
mother, brothers and sisters,
Rehana was the second of the
seven brothers and sisters.

Her body will arrive in
Dhaka on March 2 by a
Bangladesh Biman f(light from
New York and will be taken to

her parents' residence at House
No: 26, Road No: 14, Sector 3,
Uttara Model Town.

She will be buried at the
family graveyard at Mautall in
the aflternoon.

Reports from Washington
sald a gall of gloom descended
in the Bangladesh mission and
also among the Bangladesh
community there on the sudden
demise of Rehana Ahmed.
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Awami League activists brought out an.anti-hartal procession in the city yesterday.

BNP activists brought out a procession in support of the hartal in the city yesterday.

- Star photo
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Fresh programme

From Page 1
countrywide Demonstration
Day on March 11.

The BNP, Jatiya Party, Ja-
maat-e-Islami, Islami Ojkya
Jote " dand 'sohie othér smaller
|jarlj¢35 will organise joint pub-
Ic meeting and bring out mass
processions in all city, district
and thana headquarters on the
Demonstration Day. In Dhaka,
the alliance will hold its pro-
gramme at Paltan Maidan.

Briefing newsmen, Shamsul
Islam said a Martial Law-like
situation is prevailing in the
country since the enactment of
the "black and repressive" PSA
which the government is usin
solely for meeting its politica
ends

He said although the gov-
ernment it will not to abuse the
PSA but in reality it is using the
law against the opposition

leaders and activists to sup-

press the current one-point
movement.

The BNP leader strongly
condemned the prime minister
for her comment about the pres-
ident at the programme, "Desh-
bashir Mukhomukhi,” aired in
BTV.

‘She (Hasina) didn't appear
before the countrymen ... she
appeared before a box. which
people do not open because it
has been turned into a propa-
ganda box of the ruling party.
The programme was purely a
stage managed drama and she
told lie," said Islam.

He demanded immediate
abolition of the PSA and resig-
nation of the government. He
congratulated the countrymen
lor observing the hartal spon-
laneously. Islam alleged that
the ruling party and the police
attacked opposition pickets in
different parts of the country
that lelt unspecified number of
people u-'uun(r*d.

Speaking at the briefing, JP
leader Kazi Firoz Rashid said
the conflict between Bangabha-

ban and Ganobhaban has cre-
ated a suffocative situation in
the country. He blamed the
prime minister for her efforts
to make the President contro-
versial.

He said the US State De-
partment Report 1999 is a clear
document of the government's
repression on opposition, vio-
Ia®ion of human rights and un-
democratic activities.

Bandh in Assam
today protesting
L] L] l
minister's
killing

GUWAHATI. Feb 28: The rul-
ing Assam Gana Parishad yes-
terday called a 12-hour Assam
Bandh tomorrow in protest
against killing of PWD and For-
est Minister Nagen Sarma and
four others by the banned ULFA
militants near Narbari town
earlier in the day, reports PTI.

The ULFA ultras detonated a
powerful improvised explosive
device (IED) at Bahjani village,
five km away from Nalbari
town, under the vehicle of the
minister killing him and four
others on the spot, according to
official sources here.

Meanwhile, the Assam gov-
ernment has declared holiday
today to mourn the death of
Forest and PWD Minister Nagen
Sarma who was killed in a
bomb blast along with four oth-
ers In Nalbari district yester-
day.

As a mark of respect to the
departed souls, all government
and semi-government offices
would remain closed today, an
official spokesman said,

All government run institu-
tions including schools and col-

leges would also remain closed,
he sald.

[
Science congress

begins 1n
Calcutta

CALCUTTA. Feb 28:
Banygladesh sought greater co-
operation from India in scilen-
tifie and technical research o
strengthen the sub-continent's
joint output in this area, re-
ports PTI

The two countries, with sim-
tlar problems of arsenic con-
tamination and environmental
pollution, can work wonders in
science and technology if the
flow of research is facilitated
both ways, Bangladesh Deputy
High Commissioner Humayun
Kabir said

Speaking at the Seventh
State Science and Technology
Congress jointly organised by
the West Bengal Government
and Science Association ol
Bengal to mark the National
Science Day, Kabir said both
the countries were linked with a
common language and re-
searchers could amply benefit
from this.

West Bengal Power Minister
Mrinal Bandyopadhyay said
both the countries have a stron
base in biological sciences an
information technology re-
search and these could be fur-
ther harnessed to benefit them.

This year's Satyendra Nath
Puraskar for science writing in
Bengali was conferred jointly
on eminent writers Amit
Chakraborty for his book 'Gene
and Genetic Engineering' and
Shyamal Chakraborty for
'‘Gene, Jiban aar Cloning’ (Gene,
lile and cloning).

The Meghnad Puraskar for
NGOs popularising science went
o Aurobindo Anushilan Soci-
ety. All three awards consist of

a citation, plaque and Rs
20,000,

Over 450 papers from scien-
lists in West Bengal and

Bangladesh will be presented at
the three-day congress that be-
gan today.
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A 16-member Boy Scouts of Nippon (Japan) Rover Contingent is visiting Bangladesh under
the leadership of Tomomichi Goke from February 25 to March 6 under Bangladesh-Japan
Joint ORT Project-1998-2002, for the third time. The Rovers’ are actively taking part in a
work camp with the local Scouts & Rovers including Girl-in-Scouts in six villages under
Mymensingh sadar thana and Fulbaria thana to promote Oral Rehydration Therapy for the
prevention of diarrhoea including primary health care.
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50 hurt durheg harisl

From Page 1

Fazlu Mian was reported to be
critical.

Two rickshaw-pullers
Abul Kalam, 25, and Liton, 16 —
were stabbed allegedly by the
pickets near the Dhaka City
Corporation office at
Laxmibazaar In old Dhaka at
aboul 9 a.m,

During the shutdown, the
BNP, Jatiya Part
laml, Islami Oikya Jote and

Jagpa brought out a series of
separate and joint processions
in different parts of the city, in-

cluding Naya Paltan, Bijoyna-

ar, MoUjheel, Dhanmondi,
allabl. Kalabagan, Bananl,
Gulshan, Badda, Mirpur,

Mouchak and Rampura areas.
Presence of BNP activists

and the number of processions’

were higher clunni this hartal.
BNP leaders Abdul Matin

Chowdhury, Khandaker Mah-
bubuddin, ZA Khan, Abdullah
Al Noman, party MPs Sadek
Amanullah

Hossaln Khoka,
Aman. Zainal Abedin Farug,

Nazimuddin Alam, Ruhul Qud-
dus Talukder Dulu, Nadim
Mostafa and Shamsul Alam
Pramanik, central leaders
Sa eshar Chandra Roy, MA
d
Ahmed led those processions.
JP leaders Sai’ur Rahman,
Abu Hossain Babla and Tayebur
Rahman, Jamaat leaders Mo-
hammad Kamaruzzaman and
ATM Azharul Islam, I0J lead-
ers ARM Abdul Matin and Ab-
dur Rab Yusufi led their respec-

tive party processions, The par-

ties also held separate rallies.

Our Khulna Correspondent
reports: Constable Ataur Rah-
man was severely injured in
bomb blasts at Upper Jessore
Road and Shantidam square at
about 11 am. BDR and riot po-
lice rushed there to control the
BNP picketers who damaged at

least 10 rickshaws, according to

eye witnesses. Police arrested

Mehedi Masud, an activist of

BNP for exploding crackers to

. Jamaal-e-Is-

m, Abdus Salam and Rezvi

scare the pedestrians at KD
Ghose Road.

UNB reports from Faridpur:
Al least 25 people, Including
two policemen, were injured in
sporadic clashes between pro
and anti-hartal activists during
the day-long hartal in the town
yesterday.

Of the injured police sub-in-
spector us Salam, constable
Bazlur Rahman, BNP leader Li-
akat Hossaln, Jamaat leader
Mohammad Khales, Krishak
League leader Abdul Baten and
Jubo League leader Khalilur
Rahman were admitted to
Faridpur General Hospital.

Their condition was stated to be
critical,
During the trouble both the

roups chased each other and
lasted bombs creating panic in
the town.

District BNP office, two
shops and a number of houses,
including residence of district
BNP crﬁanlsing secretary All
Ashral Nannu, were ransacked
during the violence In Purbo
Khabashpur area.

In the evening ruling Awami

League and opposition BNP held
separate meetings where speak-
ers blamed each other for the

violence. Tension was prevail-
ing in the town.

In Gazipur, some unidenti-
fled men set fire to two buses
parked near Anarkali Cinema
Hall in Tongi at 5:30 am leaving
an employee of one of the bhuses
seriously injured.

Shanto Mia, 32, who sus-
tained serious burn 1nju2rc.' was
sent to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

It Is suspected that pro-har-
tal activists caused the fire.

During the hartal, pickets
damaged three shops at Harinal
bazar of Sadar thana in the
morning. An affected shop

owner lodged case nine
activists of JCD.
Our Rajshahi Correspondent

reports: The dawn-to-dusk
hartal was observed here peace-

——

N'ganj
From Page |

terrorism.” and "peace is a cry-
ing need in Bangladesh," con-
verged on the town,

The business leaders hoisted
a white flag symbolising peace
at the Victory Memorial.

The rally was ad-
dressed by Bangladesh
Knilwear Manufacturing Asso-
ciation president Monjurul
Haq. FBCCI representative Al-

haj Alzal Hossain. NCCI presi-
dent Alha) Mohammad Ayub.
Bangladesh Yarn Merchants
ASSocCciatlion ;H':*Hl{lt‘]ll Badsha
Miah and Bangladesh Cloth
Merchants Association presi-

dent Alhaj Kasem Jamnal.

NCCI president Selim Osman
asked both parties to make
separale lists of terrorists in

order to [ree the country from

Lheir heinous activities.

He also urged the business-
men to hand over extortionists
lo police whenever they de-
manded toll

A written statement from
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI) president Abdul
Awal Mintoo was also read out
at the meeting in which he
called for all to discard the poli-
tics of clash, confrontation and
anarchy

Dr Alauddin
laid to rest

RAJSHAHI, Feb 28: State
Minister for Housing and Public
Works Dr Alauddin was laid to
rest at his family graveyard in
Charghat thana area today,
reports UNB.

After his body was flown in
here from Dhaka by a heli-
copter. a namaj-e-janaza for
the late minister was held at
Saheb Bazar road at 2 pm. A
second prayer was held in
Bagha thana in his con-
stituency and a third one at
Charghat Pilot High School.

Food Minister Amir Hossain
Amu, Commerce Minister Ab-
dul Jalil and State Minister for
Women and Children Affairs
Zinnatunnisa Talukdar came
here with the family members
of the veteran parliamentarian.

Leaders of district and city
Awami League and its front or-
ganisations, high officials and
people ol all strata of life at-
tended the funerals.

BSS adds: Earlier in Dhaka,
the narmaj-e-janaza for Dr
Alauddin was held at the South
Plaza of Sangsad Bhaban in the
morning.

Members of the Council of
Ministers, Deputy Speaker,
Chief Whip and Whips, MPs,
political leaders and large
number of admirers attended
the janaza

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina placed wreaths at the
coffin ol Dr Alauddin at the
South Plaza as a mark of her
last respect Lo her cabinet col-
league and party leader.

New Chief Nat'l
Commissioner

of Scouts

M Fazlur Ra-
hman, Secre-
lary, Minist-
ry of Science
i’md Techno-
Ogy, has
bc%n made
Chief Natio-
nal Commis-
sjoner of
, | Bangladesh
Scouls lor next three years, says
a press release,

Al the 27th Annual General
Meeting (Triennial) of the Na-
tional Council of Bangladesh
Scouls held at the National
Bhaban premises on
February 24, the councillors

recominended him for the post.

The councillors also unani-

mously elected Manzoor Ul
Karim as
Scouls,
Farid as Vice President, ZA
Sm:mul Haque as Treasurer,
and
Ahmed Jaigirdar, Shah Alam
Gazi and Atlar Rahman as new
councillor representatives,

resident, Bangladesh
r Shah Mohammed

M Mobin

A K Yunus,

fully.
Floods
SA braces for

influx of
refugees

JOHANNESBURG. Feb 28 :
South Africa is bracing for a
massive infllux of refugees from
neighbouring Mozambique and
Zimbabwe [ollowing the worst
floods to hit southern Africa in
50 years. officials said. reports
AFP.

With flood waters in South
Alrica’s Northern Province be-
ginning to subside, the Home
Affairs department said the
country would be obliged to ac-
cept victims of natural disas-
ters from its neighbours. parts

of which were devastated by Cy-
clone Eline last week.

Home Aflairs spokesman
Manase Makwela said in an in-
terview published Monday in
Johannesburg's Cilizen news-
paper Lhat the governmentl
would appeal to international
agencies such as the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for
Relugees (UNHCR) for assis-
lance

As a signatory to various in-
lernalional conventions. South
Alrica is obliged to accepl vic-
tims ol natural disasters bul
other countries will have to
play a role as well,” said Mak-
wela

With Northern F.ovince anu
Mpumalanga, the provinces
bordering Zimbabwe and
Mozambique respectively, sull
badly affected by the [floods,
reflugees would have to be ac-
commodated elsewhere, he said.

First PSC

From Page 1

putting pressure on the gov-
ernment to allow export ol gas
and extension of the three-year
IOP 1o five years. They are also
unwilling to promise any ex-
sloratory drilling programme
Lut seeking government's guar-
antee for sale of gas, if discov-
ered.

Tullow-Chevron and Texaco
have sought a drilling pro-
gramme for Block 9. This is to-
tally different from their origi-
nal proposals.

All these proposals have
been made at a time when the
government has suddenly be-
come “too keen” to sign a PSC
involving a US company belore
or during the visit of US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton to
Bangladesh.

"But Pangaea’'s spirit is to-
tally different. It is not trying to
Awist any clause,” the source
pointed out. “This is definitely
the most positive negotiation |
we have in the Second Round ‘
Bidding.”

Pangsea is a privately fi-
nanced company having a ~ery
short track record. It was the
lone bidder for Block 8 and was
selected for the block back In
mid-98. Pangaea had also pro-
posed for Block 11.

As it was financially weak,

the government had earlier
asked it to bring in a big part-
ner. It brought in European
company OMV. But OMV did not

stick to the Second Round Bid-
ding for long. Now, the com-
pany has brought in a technical
partner, ZYOL of China.

An official sald the Ameri-
can company is not any
gﬂs sale guarantee I(rom

etrobangia right now.

“It says, it has proposed
signing of a PSC, nol a gas .
chase sales a ment (G \
Pangaea believes that right
now, the gas market is dull but
it Is a growing. Therefore there
will be huge demands,” he said.

‘Pnn[}aea also believes that
in near future, PSC o tns’
in Bangladesh would lead to
disco of so much of gas that
Bangladesh would agree (0 ex-

rt gas. Therelore, pmm
or gas marl-crllnf is very
here,” the official noted.

Since there is a number of
"disputed Issues” cor the
Mode! PSCs with Unocal, i
Tullow-Chevron and aco, J|
signing ol any PSC with these,
companies may take some time,
the sources said.



