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- Rosseau stands
ST JOHN'S, Antigua, Feb 27:

Viv Richards will not be lost to
West Indies crickel despite be-

ing overlooked for the job as |

team coach. according to the .
5;_:}11:‘3 leading Caribbean offi-

. , reports Reuters, -
X West Indies Cricket Board
b Mciﬂmﬂdmt Pat Rosseau
said ards’ talents would be

utilised “in another critical |
area of West Indles cricket de- |
velopment.”

“As soon as we have had a |
chance to meet with him to dis-
cuss the board's proposals for
his iInvolvement, an an-
nouncement will be made.”
Rousseau said. |

The WICB chief was reacting
after Antiguans attacked the
board office St John's on
Friday to protest at the decision
to overlook their compatriot
Richards as coach in favour of
former Test all-rounder Roger

Haaer.

riner Test wicketkeeper-
batsman Jefl Dujon is to be
- Harper's assistant while former
West Indies youth team man-
ager Richard Skerritt is to
manage the senior side.

Rousseaur defended the three
appointments, saying they were
made- alter rigorous selection
and an intensive interviewing
process that was undertaken by -
a panel of five.

'l sat on the final review and
| am satislied that the panel
used appropriate and modern
assessment techniques in ar-
riving at the final selections. |
fully support their final deci-
sion.” Rousseau said.

Grenade attack
stops cricket

meeting

COLOMBO, Feb 27: A junior
minister in the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment escaped injury after
being targeted in a grenade at-
tack at a cricket officials meet-
ing, a press report said today.
reports AFP.

Deputy Plan Implementa-
tion inister Santah Pre-
maratne was in shock after the
attack at a Buddhist temple in
north-central Sri Lanka Satur-
day, the Sunday Times said.

The attack was not believed
to be linked to Sri Lanka's long-
H.mning Tamil separatist con-

ict.

Premaratne was attmdan a
meeting of regional cricket
boards amid an administrative
crisis in the sport here.

Regional cricket boards have
voting rights to elect new office
bearers to the Board of Control
for Cricket in Sri Lanka
(BCCSL) which is plagued with

internal rivalries and allega-
tions of corruption.

. Last week, an interim board
running the BCCSL demanded
the sacking of the chief execu-

~ tive officer (CEO), Dhammika

D Ranatunga. of the board.

. The Sri Lankan cricket ad-
ministration has been in crisis
since elections in March- last
year. E‘ullomcag{ allegations of
vote ng. the minister ap-
pointed an interim board in
June, headed by Wijetilleke.

The sports ministry had
called for fresh elections to the
board next month, but suddenly
put off the elections indefi-
nitely.

Parore rested

WELLINGTON, Feb 27: New
Zealand wickelkeeper Adam
Parore has been dropped for the
remainder of the one-day
cricket series against Australia,
selectors said today, reports
Reuters.

He will be repldced by
Wellington new cap Chris
Nevin.

Parore. 29, played his 137th
one-day international on Sat-
urday when New Zealand lost
by4gmnstug00~3dawnmthe
six-match series. The first
match was a no-resuit due to
rain.

"We have been concerned
about the wicketkeeping and
are looking for more energy be-
hind the stumps,” convenor of
selectors Ross Dykes said in a
statement.

Another to be dropped is
Canterbury seam bowler War-
ren Wisneski. who has made no
A impression since joining the
, team for the first time in the

current series.

His place has been taken b
the experienced Simon Doull,
an original selection in the one-
day squad who was released
from the last two matches to
play for Northern Districts in
the Shell Trophy first class
competition.

e selectors have also re-
called off-spinner Paul Wise-
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BRIDGETOWN,

' 4 Indies

side, leaving a huge vold.

The question now is: Who
will inherit the poisoned chal-

ice? -

Lara's decision has plunged
the West Indies into a search for

a suitable replacement*to lead
the side during
home series against Zimbabwe

and Pakistan.

The sclectiun' le(anel compris-
ay,

ing chairman Mike Fin
Joel Garmer and Joey Carew as-

- semble in St Vincent on March

7 to nominate Lara's successor

and it will not be an easy job.
There are too many glarin

limitations stacked up agains

many ol the ble contenders

and West Indies might find
themselves In the long run
wondering il Lara's decision
was the carrectyone.

It would not be a total sur-
rise Il veteran fast bowler
ourtney Walsh was again

asked to play a role which has
become all too familiar for him
and was appointed caretaker
captain ance more.

At age of 37, Walsh is in the
twilight of a remarkable career
which started in 1984. Though
he is quite capable, the WICB
also decide against burdening
him with the job while chasing
the record for the most wickets
in Tests (434) held by India's
Kapil Dev, ;

Jimmy Adams, the vice-cap-

MUNICH. Germa-
ny. Feb 27: Serial
champions Baye-
rm Munich celeb-
rate their centen-
aﬁa this weekend
and present stars

when past
will gather to look back on the
history ol Germany’'s greatest

club, reports AFP.

Bayern have dominated the
Bundesliga for most of the com-

tition's 36-year existence and
ast May the Bavarian giants
racked up their 15th champi-
onship to compensate for their
last-gasp deteat in the Euro
Cup final by Manchester
United.

That meant the club were
unable to add to their three
continental crowns from 1974,
1975 and 1976 - tho they be-
came a member of a highly se-
lect club in 1996 when a UEFA
Cup final win over Bordeaux
completed the European set
following their 1967 Cup Win-
ners’ Cup success. ;

In addition. the side who are
simultaneously the most popu-
lar Gut also the most hated club
in the lIand have won nine Ger-

Although from time to time
the likes of Borussia Mon-
chengladbach (in the 1970s),
Hamburg (in the late 70s and
early BOs) and Borussia Dor-
tmund (in the 1990s) managed
to carry off a few trophies of
thEi]‘l m}a;na no other club has
ever looked like pushing Bayern
off their pedestaj) i

The club have pushed
turnover to a healthy 125 mil-
lion dollars a year and employ
120 staff that produced. a pre-
tax profit of 12 million dollars
for 1998-99.

Dortmund, the second rich-
est club in the land, have a
turnover of just 80 million dol-
lars. |

Much of the credit for that is
down to the marketing genius of

Top seed Yevgeny
Kafelnikov cru-
shed Greg Rused-
ski 6-3, 7-6 to
reach the final of
the London In-
door Championship on Satur-
day, reports Reuters.

He will meet unseeded Marc
Rossel in today's showplece
match after the Swiss player
beat Swedish [fourth seed
Thomas Enqvist 7-5, 1-6, 6-3.
The Russian's clinical demo-
lition of the British fifth seed
stunned the London Arena
crowd into silence.

Kalelnikov and Rusedski
came inlo this match loecked at
4-4 in head-to-head clashes,
Kafelnikov having won their

r ~; §] LONDON, Feb 27:

Feb 27 (AFP):
Brian Lara has
abdicated as cap-
i of the West

cricket

the forthcoming

man as they extended the squad
one to 13. Wiseman played in
the second match on February
19 in Auckland.
Dykes said Parore remained
in contention for the upcoming
three-match test series against

Australia. :
SQUAD

Stephen Fleming (captain),
Nathan Astle, Chris Harris,
Cralg McMillan, Mathew Sin-
clair, Roger Twose, Paul Wise-
man, Chris Cairns, Simon
Doull, Robert Kennedy, Chris
Nevin, Scott Styris and Daniel
Vetiori.

WA emerge
L] I - ;
FERTH, Feb 27: Weslern Aus-

tralia defeated Queensland by
45 runs in an enthralling final

of the Mercantile Mutual Cup |

domeslic one-day competition
al the WACA fF:;und here Sun-
day, reports :

After making a formidable
3016 [rom their 50 overs, West-
ern Australia dismissed their
opponents for 256, claiming all
1O wickets over a span of 70
runs.

it was Western Australia's
10th crown in the 31-year-old
competition,

estern Australia were

| to fire and errors

previous encounter in Rolter-
dam last week.

After losing the openin
point Kafelnikov raced throu
the next 11 as he built a 3-0
lead. Rusedski looked short of
ideas and was unable to combat
the Russian’'s whipped ground
strokfs.

Rusedskl's serve was failing
began to cr
in as he stretched himself to try
o finish the points quickly.

Whenever Kalelnikov rured
him into a rally Rusedski found
himsell scampering to dig out
sharply angled shots or furi-
ously back-pedalling to retrieve
heavily top spun lobs.

While Rusedski never
threatened Kafelnikov's serve,
his own repeatedly came under
attack, |

With Kalfelnikov pum-
melling returns back at Rused-
ski the break appeared in-
evitable. In the ninth game the
Russian missed four break
points by centimetres as Rused-
ski grimly held on.

In the tie-break, though.,
Kafelnikov's relentless batter-
ing finally took its toll on
Rusedski and the Russian
wrong-looted his opponent for
victory.

“The key to victory was get-

llng conirol early on. | did that
| and never looked back.” Kafel-
nikov sald.

given a wonderful start when
opener Ryan Campbell ham-
mered 108 from 85 , crack
ing 14 fours and two sixes,

. i, P i S e

‘I came out with some really
| great shots. | think he was a bit
| shocked because he has never
| seen me play that well so early
} Iaa mateh belore.

k SRR s o gl e L

WI search for ski

tain to New Zealand, where
West Indies lost all two Tests
and five limited-overs Interna-
tionals, 1s the front-runner for
the post if the selectors decide
against Walsh,

A long-standing member of
ualifi-

the side, he has the
cations to do an admirable job,
but a lack of form and confi-
dence makes Adams’ place in
the side tenuous. .

There has been quiet lobby-

ing, also. for opening batsman

Sherwin Campbell. He too, has
strugeled with his form and

technique, but, like Lara, he has

been groomed for the position
from his youth,

The quiet, unassuming left-
hander Shivnarine Chander-
paul is also being proposed. He
was appointed captain of his
native Guyana during the Busta
Cup. West Indies’ [irst-class
championship, but did not ex-
hibit the kind of tactical nous
which is needed at the interna-
tional level. :

Wicketkeeper/batsman Rid-
ley Jacobs also has support. He
too, is a level-headed cricketer
and showed good leadership
skills when depulising as Lee-
ward Islands captain for the in-
jured Stuart Willlams tn the
Busta Cup.

An outsider with suppport,
Bnrtlpulnrly in his native Bar-

ados. is Philo Wallace. He has
exhibited great leadership
skills in the three seasons he
has captained his island, but he
Is nol a regular member of the
side and might be ruled out on
that basis.

former star and current club
manager Uli Hoeness, a mid-
fielder in the glory days of the
1970s and who has successfully
driven a hard bargain for tele-
vision rights in the era of more
and more lucrative European
evenings, _

Aside from his footballing
interests, Hoeness keeps a close
eye on the linancial-press and is
the chiel executive of a flourish-

Ing sausage meat business.

"Our dream was to create a
German Real Madrid. Uli has
achieved that on an economic
level.” says his former team:
mate Paul Breitner. ‘

In fact, the two teams will be
able to measure themselves
against each other in a foot-
balling sense in the European
Champions League next week.

With their 84 500 members
and 1,790 supporters’ clubs
spread across the country, Bay-
ern, with club president Franz

The viclory put Kafelnikov
al number one in the Champi-
on's Race, the Association of
Tennis Professionals new
ranking system. He replaced
Andre Agassi at the top.

‘It doesn't matter who |Is
heading the race at this stage of
the year ... that isn't important
10 me — it’s who is there at the
end that counts.”

In the second semifinal.
Rosset clinched a break in the
first set to win it 7-5 but looked
as though he was on the way out
when Enqvist romped the sec-
ond 6-1 in just 22 minutes.

But the Swede's concentra- .

tion slipped a touch at the start
of the third set and rangy Ros-

Switzerland during the
London on February 26,

BROWNE WIEB
XI CAPTAIN

Meanwhile, Courtney
Browne will captain the West
Indies Crickel Board Xl In a

three-day first-class match lo

open Zimbabwe's maiden tour
of the Caribbean in Grenada
from March 4 (o 6.

Browne, who has played 13
Tests and 24 limited-overs in-
ternationals for West Indies, is
one of five cricketers with in-
Alernational experience named
in the youthlul, 13-men Ser
WICB Xl squad. '

The others are [ast bowler
Cameron Cully alon
batsmen Ricardo Powell, Daren
Ganga and Wavel Hinds.

Ryan Hinds, the Young West
Indies captain to this year's
Youth World Cup in Sri Lanka,

has also been named In the

squad, along with off-spin
teammate Rodney Sooklal.
Neither Mahendra Nag-
amootoo of Guyana nor Dave
Marshall of Barbados, the most
successful bowlers in the 2000

Busta Cup West Indies first-

class championship earning 31
and 28 wickets respectively
with their leg-spin, have been
chosen.

WICB SQUAD

Courtney Browne (captain),
Marlon Black, Cameron Cuffy.
Daren Ganga, Wavel Hinds,
Ryan Hinds, Kerry Jeremy.,
Sylvester Joseph, Runako

orton, Ricardo Powell, Cold-
wyn Prince, Ramnaresh Sar-
wan, Rodney Sooklal,

Bayern Munich turn hundred

Beckenbauer as their public fig-
urehead, have expanded their
horizons well beyond Bavaria.

The club remain exposed to
political undercurrents, how-
ever, in a region dominated by
the arch-conservative Chris-
tian Social Union, which can
cause soine friction.

Even the more liberal Beck-
enbauer felt that the virtual
quarantine imposed by the Eu-
ropean Union on neighbouring
Auslria's far-right leader Jorg
Haider was a little over the top.

But in a naturally conserva-
tive region the club have always
been known for their openness,
signing more than their share
of foreign players. They are also
a club with strong support in
the Jewish community.

Bayern, who were in the
shadow of neighbours 1860
Munich early in their existerice,
began to impose their sporting
stranglehold four years after
promotion in 1965, winning
their first title in 1969,

The win marked the start of
a sparkling decade at home and
abroad although Monchenglad-
bach bagged five titles in that
period.

Nevertheless the "golden
i./ears” featured a sparkling
ine-up including such stars as
keeper Sepp Maier, the original
libero Beckenbauer, striker
Gerd "the Bomber” Muller, Hoe-
ness, Breitner, Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge and countless oth-
ers.

Such stars were also the
mainstay of the side which won
the 1974 World Cup with West
Germany.

"It was the sort of side that
only comes along once”, said
"Kaiser” Beckenbauer.

Bayern are comfortably
leading the race for a 16th title
and hope to build a new stadium
within the coming year or two

to replace the faded Olympic
stadium.

Kafelnikov, Rosset in final

set, a former Olympic cham-
plon, pounced to break and
snalch a 4-1 lead.

He held on to the break and
served out with some powerful,
deliveries.

“In the second set | wasn't
feeling too good. My shoulder
was hurting, but at the begin-
ning  of the third I thnugl.{
there's just one set ... it's all
nothing,” Rosset said.

"I will really have to serve
well to put Yevgeny under pres-
sure tomorrow ... | am 9-3 up on
head-to-heads but he's a much
better player nowadays — most
of our previous matches were
from a lew years back when he
was a rookie.

1t
or

%

weden's Thomas Enqvist in action against Marc Rosset of
AXA Cup semifinal clash in
; ~— AFP photo |

with'

Seles has been

= Sport -
pper

| Trezeguet the |

 football
husband!

MONACO, Feb 27: French In-
ternational striker David
Trezeguet will spend his wed-
ding night with his Monaco
teammales after dashing off (o
Strasbourg lor Sunday's league
match alter tying the knot in
the Riveria principality Satur-
day, reports AFP,

The 22-year-old

laver married his Spanish-
born liancee Beatrice Villalva,
also 22, in a civil ceremony in
the Town Hall followed by a re-
ligious ceremony Iin Monaco
Cathedral.

Alter leaving the church the
player headed for Nice alrport
where he Joined his teammates
before flying to the Alasatian
capital where the French league
leaders will play local side
Strasbourg on Sunday after-
noorn.

Monaco club president Jean-
Louis Campora and teammate
Mexican international defender
Rafael "Rafa”™ Marquez attended
the cercmony. however, the
remainder of the team were
absent as the ceremony clashed
with the linal tralning session
belore Sunday's game,

- The witnesses were the
bride's friends and the groom's
parcnts.

The reception will take place
on Sunday evening in the
Monte Carlo Sporting Club fol-
lowing Lhe Strasbourg game.

Hosts Lift
King's Cup

BANGKOK, Feb 27: Thailand
crushed Finland on Sunday to
litt the King's Cup friéndly
tournament helped lhy a stun-
ning hat-trick from midflelder
Anurak - Srikerd in front of a
jubilant 10,000-strong crowd.

Anurak opened the scoring
22 minutes into the first half

with a powerful 40-yard drive .

into the top right hand corner
of the net. |

Thailand's Pipat Tonkanya
added a superb long-range eflort
in the 25th minute, before Anu-
rak thrashed home his second
goal belore half time.

The Finns came out after
half-time determined to press
home the advantage given them
by their height, but the superior
pace and skills of the ‘Thais put
the game beyond reach early in
the second period when Tanan-
chai Boriban whipped a low
shot past the keeper.

The Finns got a consolation
goal lale in the game from the
head of Toni Kallio, but Anurak
completed the party and his
hat-trick just before the final
whistle.

Earlier a Brazil select team
beat Estonia 1-0 to secu- e third

place in the tournament.

Swedish paddlers
end Sinoreign -

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 27:
Sweden toppled defendin
champions China in the fina
of the World Team Table Tennis
Championships on Saturday,
marking a watershed victory
for a trio of veteran athletes
who ended China's decade-long
dominance in the sport, reports
AP.

In a classic Asia-Europe con-
frontation pitting China's
power play against Sweden's
all-round versatility, the
Swedes prevailed to win 3-2 in a
tense, seesaw battle that had the
chanting, flag-waving support-
ers of both teams at the edge of
their seats for nearly three
hours.

China‘s stable of young, top-
ranked players succumbed to
the European veterans — spear-
headed by former world cham-
pions Jan-Ove Waldner and

Jorgen Persson, as well as Peter

Karlsson, ranked No 19 in the
world. |

After Persson's three-set vic-
tory against world No 3 Liu Guo-
lfang in the final match, Swe-
den’'s coaches and players flew
ofl their seats to mob Persson,
who had flung himself on the
floor, kicking his legs in de-
light.

Sweden and China have bat-
tled numerous times. In the
1995 championships, China
clinched a narrow 3-2 victory
against Sweden. while the
Swedes beat China 3-1 in 1993.

With Sweden's victory,
China was also thwarted from
matching their female- compa-
triots’ feat of notching their
fourth successive vin Jin the
world championships.

The Chinese women on Fri-
day retained their crown by eas-

gyl defeating archrival Taiwan

“Seles crushes

Coetzer

OKLAHOMA City, Feb 27
Second seed Monica Seles
rolled into the final of the 1GA
superthrift Tennis Classic by
crushing two time runner-up
Amanda Coelzer 6-1, 6-2 on
Saturday, reports Reuters,

The former world number
one, seeking her 45th career
singles title, will face fifth seed
Nathalie Dechy of France In to-

day's final.

Dechy, who turned 21 'his
week, produced her fourth suc
cessive straight sets win in

- bouncing unsecded Itallan Rita

Grande 6-4,-6-2 to reach her
first career WTA Tour [inal.
Seles, playing her first tour-
nament since last September af-
ter being sidelined by a stress
fracture in her right foot, has
yet to be tested In Oklahoma
City. She finished off each of
her three opponents in under an
hour and did not drop a single

ant in her 42-minute quarter-
inal

whitewash of Sarah

Pitkowskl.

Seles broke the third-seeded
Coelzer twice In each set to run
her record agalnst the fleet-
footed South African to 8-1.

After such a lengthy layoff,
leasantly sur-
rised with the high quality of

er play.

Monaco |

—

LONDON, Feb 27
England captain
Alan
ruled himsell out

Cup on Saturday
by announeing his interna-
Honal retirement after this
summers European champi-
DHﬁth finals. reports Reulers,
“Alter a huge
thought | have
from international
he said in

football."
a statement after

Wednesday 2-0 in the Premier
beague,
‘I would like to pla

y. i se-
lected, In Euro 200

and then

time to plan effectively for the
2002 World Cup,” the 29-year-
old striker said.

Shearer sald he had spoken
to both Newcastle United man-

Shearer

of the 2002 World

amount of
ecided to retire

Newcastle United beat Sheffield

bow out so that the manager has

ager Bobhby Robson and England
manager Kevin Keegan an
understood his reasoning.

Keegan sald: Of course | was
very sad and | tried to change
his mind. Bul everyone ahn::fd
respect his decision — certainly
| do — and I'm happy for him be-
cause it 1s what he wants.

His England record speaks »

for itself but the best may come
al Euro 2000,

Robson said: This is a decl-
slon made entirely by Alan and
made in the best interests of
himself.

He has served England
magniflcéntly and wishes to
move on from international
lootyall while at the top of his
form and Newcastle will benefit
from thal.

Shearer said he was not
walking .away from the chal-
lenge and admitted he would

‘@ .r-r_.....‘

An AFP file photo of England captain Alan Shearer
celebrating after scoring at Wembley.

they

Shearer eady to retire ]

remaln avallable if England =

needed him In an emergency.

"I am hugely patriotic ami
my tine as England eaptain ha
made me incredibly proud.” he

said. b
The announcement sur-

prised many fans, with some

agitated supporiers expressing
disbelief In radio phone-ins.
Others suggested he should
stand down immediately.

Shearer struck the second
Newcastle goal at Sheffield
Wednesday on Saturday after
scoring a premier league record
of live in one malch against
Wednesday at St James’ Park in
Septenmber,

He collected his 57th Eng-
land cap against Argentina on
Wednesday and, alter a slump
when Dutchman Ruud Gullit
was i charge at Newcastle ear-
lier in the season, has recentl
returried to the form that made
him a [eared opponent.

‘Shearer has scored 24 times
Lhis season in all competitions
and appeared rejuvenated under
Robson who took over at New-
castle in September when they
were second from bottem of the
league,

He scored the two goals that
knocked his former club Black-
burn Rovers out of the FA Cup
and helped steer Newcastle to a

semifinal against- Cheélsea at
Wembley on April 2.

FA executive director David
Davies said the news Fad not
entirely surprised him.

“We had something of an
inkling of it earlier in the week.
| know Kevin Keegan spoke to
Alan on Tuesday about this sub-
ject., Knowing Alan this deci-
sion won't have been made
without a great deal of thought,”
he told BBC radio.

“It's his decision and his de-
cision alone.

“There is never an ideal Hme
to take these decisions ... he has
chosen this moment and we re-
spect that. The important thing
is that he is alr=ady in the
record books as one of Eng-
land's great goalscorers.”

Shearer has scored 28 goals
for his country — only six Enﬁ-
land players have more — an
took the Golden Boot prize as
;%p marksman with five at Euro

But he was heavily criticised
during the Euro 2000 qualifyir
campaign as he suffered a goa
drought.

Fellow striker Andy Cole
complained in October about
Shearer's "untouchable” status
in the team despite his lack of
goals,

On Saturday, as Newcastle
fans celebrated his scoring ex-
ploits, he made clear his inten-
tions

"He will want to finish his
career with a flourish and what
better way than in Euro 2000,
said Davies

#Tx |LONDON, Feb 27:
*{* The frenzied Eu-
s ropean Champi-
STy ons League fixture
CHAMPIONS|list is not a Hl::;jﬁr
LEAGUE problem, Alex Fe-

rouson, manager of defending
champions Manchester United,
told Press Assocation, reporls
AFP

Ferguson sounded a warning
to United's group rivals as he
declared that his side would
have much more experience
than them in dealing with next
month's busy schedule.

During the next month
starting next Wednesday
against Bordeaux - United face
the yrospect ol two games every
‘.\‘t‘t‘{( at home and abroad.

But it is a situation they
have become relatively accus-
tomed to and. while this is the

Yekini retarns
to Africa Sports

ABIDJAN, Feb 27: Former

Alrican Footballer of the Year

Rashidi Yekini from Nigeria
has rejoined African Cup Win-

ners Cup holders Africa Syorts
of Cote d'Ivoire, reports AFP,

A club official said Sunday

Yekini signed a three-year con-
tract with the Abidjan club
where he spent three seasons
before leaving in 1989 for Eu-
rope and the Middle East.

Yekini was voted 1994 Fool-

baller of the Year by the African
Football
after helping his country win

Confederation (CAF)

the Nations Cup and qualify for
the World Cup.

Schedule doesn’

first time that there have been

four European games in March.

last season United had to face
Chelsea twice in the FA Cup as
well as overcoming Inter Milan
that month.

SIR ALEX FERGUSON

Ferguson therefore believes
that his own side will be far bet-
ter, prepared for the challenge
than group rivals Bordeaux,
Fiorentina and Valencia.

After Saturday's 2-2 draw at
Wimbledon, he declared:
"March is certainly a big month
but it's usually is a big month
anvway, so we're into a situa-
tion that we usually find our-
selves in at this time of year -
nothing changes much, does it?

“The difference this year is
that we're playing twice every
week. It's the same for our group

her Fergie

rivals but it's unusual for them
to-go week-to-weéek laying Eu-
ropean games of such intensity
so hopefully that will help us.”
Ferguson admits that one
factor which could work
against his side is that Bor-
deaux. Fiorentina and Valencia
are not in the running for their
own domestic titles yet he feels
that he has the squad to cope.
With Nickv Buti set to re-
cover from an ankle knock.
Dwight Yorke is the main doubt
lor the Bordeaux game but
should be lit to face Liverpool
next weekend although

Trinidad and Tobago seem set

o launch another bid for his

services in a World Cup quali-
ler

Paul Scholes and Roy Keane
will nevertheless be back after
being suspended at Wimbledon.
where David Beckham retamed
Lo the side aftler being dropped
against Leeds following his
training ground bust-up with
his manager

Larsson

recoverimng
well

LONDON. Feb 27: Celtic's
Henrik Larsson continues to
make rapid progress in his re-
tum to fitness after completing
90 minutes ol a training groun
game held behind closed doors.
the Press Assocation reported
on Sunday, reparts AFP
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