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PM at BCL reunion

-

Pgme Minister Sheikh
Hasifia sald yesterday that the
dayst of ousting government
through movement are over, re-
ports BSS.

ﬁpjpun-utl}r referring to the
on-going o sition agitation,
she sai&: ‘ﬂ:g muvemgnl that
does not enjoy the backing of
Fumpl: can not attaln success.

eople would resist such
movements which do not bring
any benelfit to them,"

The prime minister was
speaking as chiel guest at the
reunion of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL), organised to mark
the 52nd founding anniversary
of the student front of ruling
Awamli League,

Held at Paltan Maidan, the
function was presided over by
BCL president Bahadur Bepari
and conducted by gerneral secre-
tﬂr%;:jny Kar Khokan.

unding on the negative at-
titude of the opposition, Hasina
said, "We want to run the coun-
try through understanding and
consensus while they' want
chaos and confrontation to cap-
ture power.”

Without peace and stability,
the nation would not reach the
desired level on the economic
front.

"But the anti-social elements
through their heinous activities

1cluding terrorism, extortion,
ijacking, KkKilling and other
crimes have made social life
miserable, and are trying to
hinder development,” she said.

The prime minister said the
Public Safety Act has been en-
acted to root out the vested
quarters from society and en-
sure peace, safety and security
ol the people.

~ Days of ousting govt
Ft

'movement over

She asked the BCL leaders
and workers to mould public
opinion against the cvil lorces.

The prime minister said her
government is pledge-bound to
root out campus terrorism and
ensure a sound academic atmo-
sphere.

"We don't want to see arms
and weapons, but books and
khatas (exercise book) In the
hands of our students.”

Lauding the roles of BCL in
crucial junctures of the coun-
try's history since its launch on
January 4. 1948, the prime
minister said, “You have to take
the leading role for rebuilding
the nation facing the challenges
of the new millentuum.” |

The prime minister said:
"Neither we wish nor is it safe to
put illiterate people at the helm
of the nation. The nation expe-
rienced terrible situation when
leadership went to illiterate
people.”

Among others, former BCL
presidents and general secre-
taries including Mohammad
Quamaruzzamna, Abdur Raz-
zak, Tofail Ahmed, Khaled Mo-
hammad Ali, Abdur Rashid,
Ismat Kadir Gama, Bahlul Ma-
jnu Chunnu, Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, A K M Jahangir
Hossain, Abdul Mannan, Ja-
hangir Kabir Nanak, Sultan
Mohammad Mansur Ahmed,
Abdur Rahman, Ashim Kumar
Ukil, Moinuddin Hasan
Chowdhury, Igbalur Rahim, A
K Enamul Haq Shamim and
Ishahaque Ali Khan Panna
were present.

Earlier, the prime minister
formally inaugurated the func-
tion by releasing balloons and
pigeons in the sky.

IT education: No central |

examination system yet

By Asad-uz Zaman

Resource, manpower and in-
frastructure shortages have de-
laved plans to introduce a stan-
dardised testing programme for

information technology stu-
dents.
“There are no facilities

avallable at present to conduct
examinations centrally at the
public level,” said an official
irom the Bangladesh Computer
Council, the Ministry of Science
and Technology's information
technology watchdog.

“We are preparing a standard
curriculum lor information
technology education in the
country Examinations will be
~anducted under the curmmiculum

oper slar tion.’
Meanwhile guntry's
rivate secto Id follow
indla’s exampic and become

more involved in (esting and
standards.

“The Bangladesh Computer
Samity could undertake such
an initiative in our country,” he
sald.

Prolessionals working in the
country’s information technol-
ogy sector called for standard-
ised testing to ensure the grad-
uales entering the u.’Dl‘lc!'at‘E"
have the same skills.

One professional working in
the lield said 99 per cent of In-

dia’'s
employees graduate from uni-
versities, while the rest come

information technology

from various training centres.
In Bangladesh, the situation is
reversed.

An accreditation or centrail
examination system is needed
in order to maintain a general
standard, since there are differ-
ent kinds ol education and
training systems in the coun-
try,” he said.

Experts said public univer-
sities, such as Dhaka Univer-
sity. BUET, Shahajalal Science
and Technology University, Ra-
jshahi, are providing quality
information technology train-
ing, while the quality at priv
universities iz luw due to a lack
of skilled teach~

For example, some training
centre in local areas are regis-
tered as Natrams with the Min-
istry of Education but the train-
ing they provide dces not meet
minimum standards.

Other institutions are fran-
chises of foreign training cen-
ires. They do brisk business due
to flashy publicity campaigns
but the quality of the education
they provide is low compared to
the high tuition fees they
charge. said the experts.

Loadsheddi

Froin Pape |
observed. “Last year, to improve
the supply in Dhaka. the gov-

ernment instructed DESA (o
install certain devices in its
syslem. The devices improve

stable power supply by 25 per
ceEnl.

The system requires some
100 such devices to cover DESA
areas. PDB had supplied some
ol these Lo DESA and the re-
maining were supposed to be
procured by it. “Yet DESA did
nothing o install these de
vises,” the source said.

Besides problems in trans-
misslon lines. power manage-
ment in Dhaka continues to de-
teriorate {or other reasons also.

Despite warnings from
higher authosities for im-
provement, DESA’s system loss
continues around 25 - 26 per
cent. Al Lthe same time, PDB is
persuading the authorities to
merge DESA back to PDB on the
ground that it would never be
able to pay its Tk 2500 crore
dues to PDB.

“The DESA management can
neither take stern action
against the unscrupulous sec-
tion of its meter readers not
maintain its equipment with
its own expertise,” sald a PDB
official. :

“Attempt to purtish a DESA
raeter reader by transferring
him is futile because that keeps
wm within its area in Dhaka.
Nhereas, punitive transfer
works fine in PDB as it has
network in the whole country,”
he said.

Meanwhile, performance of
DESA-owned company Dhaka
Elecctric SupFly Company
(DESCO) has also come under
fire Irom the Energy Ministry,
POB and DESA liself. DESCO,

which looks after Mirpur Zone,
IS operaling without a man-
agement team from last month
as the DESA chairman fired the
three-member team for ineffi-
ciency. No replacement has
been made so far due to lack of
qualified persons.

“Yet, under pressure from
donor agencies, the government
has agreed to give Gulshan area
to DESCO management from
this June-July,” said another
source. He however observed
that Gulshan area would also
face the same situation once it
goes under DESCO because its
services in Mirpur are “"very
disappointing”.

BSF abducts 10
{/ Bangladeshi
fishermen

BENAPOLE, Feb 26: Indian
Border Security Force (BSF)
forcibly took away 10
Bangladeshi fishermen this
morning while they were tish-
ing on the Isamafi river near
the border, reports UNB,

The fishermen led by Abul
Kashem from the village of
Gatipara, were fishing in the
river when the securily force
suddenly intruded into
Bangladesh's waters and ab-
ducted them at gunpoint.

Local commanding officers
of BDR and BSF discussed the
release of the fishermen at a
flag meeting later today. No
progress was reported,

Tenslon was prevailing
along the border.
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Clinton’s visit

US advance

team due 1n
second week
of next month

An advance team of White
House officials will arrive in
Dhaka on March 8 or 9 to put
the finishing touches on US
President Bill Clinton's visit to
Bangladesh.

Lt‘i diplomatic sources told
UNB the advance team would
stay until Clinton's arrival on
March 20.

The teamm comprised of olfi-
cials Irom different depart-
ments of the US administra-
tion, including security and se-
crel services, Is expected to [i-
nalize Clinton's itinerary in
consultation with the
Bangladesh government,

They will examine. sites
Clinton will visit and discuss
security matters,. prepare
schedules and an agenda of the
official talks between Dhaka
and Washington.

However, the sources would
not discuss the members of
Clinton's entourage or the con-
tents ol the official talks be-
Lween Clinton and Hasina.

"We're discussing the agenda
with the Bangladesh govern-
ment,” said a US diplomat on
condition of anonymity. "I
don't want to get into a discus-
sion on the agenda."

However, he said, "We've ef-
fective military cooperation
with Bangladesh.," when asked
whether Washington would be

interested in siinlng a defence
pact with Dhaka during the
visit,

The diplomat described

Clinton’s visit to Dhaka as "an
important and historic bilat-
eral visit." He saild it reflects
‘the good and friendly relation"
between the two countries.

The US advance team will
follow a 30-member pre-ad-
vance team that arrives on
March 1 for a two-day visit.

Prof Bayes made
UCB chairman

By JU Correspondent

Prof Abdul Bayes, Vice
Chancellor of the Jahangirna-
gar University (JU), has been
appointed chairman of the
University Council of Bandla-
desh (UCB).

He was appointed chairman
ol the VCs organisation for two
years on February 22.

Adulterated
milk: Culprits
/yet to be
rounded up

| From Staff Corvespoudent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 21
businessmen who allegedly soiu
adulterated, date-expired pow-
dered milk haven't been caught,
despite a police manhunt,

Police sources said they are
irying to locate and arrest the
unscrupulous businessmen in-
volved in the racket, but they
have gone into hiding. Four
shops in Khatunganj were
closed alter the drive began.

Police have seized over
10,000 sacks of date-expired
skimmed milk in the last 15
days Irom different places of
Lhe city,

In the latest raid three days
ago, police sealed a godown on
Sadarghat Road containing
2600 sacks of expired powdered
milk worth about Tk one crore.

Police said samples of the
seized milk have been sent to
Dhaka for chemical tests. The
expired milk was probably
smuggled into the country from
India by the businessmen, they
added. -

Alter dumping the product in
dilferent godowns, milk is mod-
ilied and sold in the market un-
der a fake levels, police source
said.

Most ol the processing hide-
outs are located in Sadarghat,
Majirghat, Khatunganj, Kor-
baniganj and Chandgao,
sources said,

The adulterated milk is
bought by restaurants, sweet-
meal producing factories, shops
and some icecream factories to
cut costs and rake in the profits
at the people's expense, sou. es
said,

However, police sources said
the drive to seize adulterated
food. including milk, would be
intensified soon.

Contraband worth
Tk 75 lakh
seized at Teknaf

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 26: The
Antl-smuggling Task Force
seized two truck loads of con-
traband goods worth about Tk
75 lakh and arrested three peo-
ple [rom Teknal highway in
this connection on Friday, re-
ports UNB.

The Task Force comprising
BDR and Narcotics Control per-
sonnel headed by a [irst class
magistrate seized the two Chit-
tagong-bound trucks from
Myanmar alt Marich a'palun s,

The goods seized from (he
trucks including shoe, sandals,
battery. gas lighter and clothes
were ?mnd{:d over to the local
customs ollice.

. The arrested are Abu Tayeb,
Korban All and Belayet, A case
was filed with the police against
them. :
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Armed gang

From Page |

lorce the Section 144,
Asked why did he send his
men al the site on Thursday, the
OC said, "We received phone
calls from different people that
two groups were about to clash

| on that spot."

“The rival groups dispersed
soon alter police arrived there,”
he added.

A nine-storey building is
under construction at the piece
of land located at 1 Central
Road under the Dhanmondi po-
lice station, said Majid.

The gang led by one Ferdous
and accompanied by policemen
came to the site at about 11 pm
and drove the staff and workers
out of the building.

He also said Dhanmondi po-
lice refused to register an FIR.
Instead. they accepted a general
diary. The matter was later
brought to the notice of Makbul
Hossain, MP from Dhanmondi-
Mohammadpur area.

‘Musa's [amily easme (o me
and informed me of the inci-
dent,” sald Makbul. He sald he
did not have much to do other
than informing the police.

He also said he would have
taken action if any of his party
members were involved.

Meanwhile, the Dhanmondi
police said two persons regis-
tered two separate general di-
aries with the thana claiming
that the land belonged to them.

Both accused each other of
trying to grab the land, police
said quoting the diaries.

Ferdous could not be
reached. But a freshly painted
signboard says he has pur-

chased it on the basis of a power
ol altorney from one Firoje
Alam,

Obituary

Shamsuddin Hafiz, former
DG of the Refugee Rehabilita-
tion Finance Corporation of the
then Pakistan government, died
at his Dhanmondi residence in
lhie city late last night. He was
o1,

He lelt behind his wife, two
cdaughters, two sons and host of
relatives to mourn his death.

Haliz was also the member of
the Bangla Academy, BIRDEM
and Anjumane Mafidul Islam.

His namaj-e-janaza will be
held at the Dhanmondi mosque
alter Zohr prayers today.

US human rights

From Page |

extremely poor for majority of
the prison population and fe-
male detainees in prison or
other ollicial custody is also a
problem. it said.

“The government continued
to arrest and detain persons
arbitrarily and use the Special
Powers Act (SPA) and Section
54 of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure, which allow arbitrary
arrest and preventive detention
to harass political opponents
and other citizens by detaining
them without formal charges.

"The government filed nu-
merous criminal cases against
opposition leaders and ac-
tivists. At least sometimes,
these charges were false. Much
of the judiciary is subjected to
executive influence and suffers
from corruption. A large case
backlog slowed the judicial pro-
cess and lengthy pre-trial de-
tention was a problem.”

The report sald that virtu-

ally all chrnalists practised

some self-censorship. Attacks
on journalists and efforts by
government officials, political
party activists and others to in-
timidate them occasionally oc-
curred,

The government limited
freedom of assembly, particu-
larly for political opponents,
and on occasion limited free-
dom of movement, it added.

According to the report, the
government generally permit-
ted a wide variety of human
rights groups to conduct their
activities, but it continued to
reluse to register a loecal cheoter
ol Amnesty International.

Violence and diserimination
against women, children, dis-
abled, indigenous people and re-
liglous minorities is still a se-
rious problem in the country,
thfu State Department report
safid.

Roundtable on CU crisis

'Arrange dialogue, haul
up all terrorists'

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 26: Par-
ticipants at a roundtable dis-
cussion session here today un-
derscored the need for a dia-
logue of all concerned to help
remove the current impasse at
the Chittagong University cam-
pus and resumption of classes
without delay.

The roundtable entitled
“Prevailing crisis in the Chit-
tagong University and the way
to its solution” was organised
by the Chittagong University
Journalists Association (CUJA)
al the Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (CCC&I)
auditorium today.

Those who addressed the
roundtable stressed the need for
hauling up of all “terrorists”
from the campus and ensuring
release of all students who had
been arrested earlier, in a bid to
creale to a congenial atmo-
sphere in the CU. Eminent
mathematical scientist Profes-
sor Jamal Nazrul Islam moder-
ated the day-long roundtable.
CU Vice Chancellor Professor
Abdul Mannan, deans of facul-
ties, senior teachers belonging
to Awami League backed Pink
panel and BNP-Jamat patron-
ised White panel, administra-
tors. CCCI president, students'
leaders and journalists also
took part in the discussions.

Prof. Abdul Mannan urged
all at the Roundtable to help
him resume classes in the uni-
versity without delay.

Dr. Jamal Nazrul Islam, the
moderator, suggested that stu-
denls’ politics be banned for
four years on the CU eampus.

Prolessor Mohitul Islam ac-
cused the political parties of us-

Biman

From Page 1
the past few years, sustainin
losses due to what the Biman of-
ficials say paying for the two
Airbus 310 it bought in recent
past.

Under open sky policy for
the domestic sector, it is also
coming under increasing com-
petition from the two Smaller
private carriers.

They are lobbying for a slice
ol the regional and interna-
tional routes.

The official hoped with a
strategic partner it would be
able to gain a firm foothold in
the Asian sky. despite increas-
ing competition and similar tie
UpSs.

ing the “students as soldiers,
the students' dormitories as
forts and the VC, the pro-VC as
manager or merely guards”!

Teachers and students called
for judicial inquiries in to all
kiillings that had taken place on
the campus, formation of a
Paribesh Parishad (Environ-
ment Committee) and the like.
In all they put forward a 26-
point programme for restora-
lion ol a congenial atmosphere
for academic pursuit at the
university.

Those who took part in the
discussions included Kamalud-
din Ahmed. President, CCCI. CU
prolessors and students' repre-
sentatives including Yusuf
Sharif Ahmed Khan. Dr.Fasiul
Alani, Kazi Mustain Billah. Dr.
ANM Munir Ahmed, Imam Ali.
Badrul Alam, Khan Tauhid Os-
man, Mohammad Salehuddin.
Imran Hossain, Fazle Hossain.
Dr.Syed Mohammad Aklhter,
Muhitul Alam, Mohammad
Shahidullah Lipon, Siddque
Ahmed Chowdhury, Dr. Mo-
hammad Shamsuddin., Suren
Biswas, Nazimuddin Alam.
Mahbubur Rahman Shamim.
Tauihid Ibne Farid and Mujibur
Rahman Monzu.

Saurav

From Page 1

correspondent in Calcutta.

'l just used to tell him to
work hard and nol think about
the results. He has really put in
a lot of hard work for cricket
and the effort has paid off.”

Ganguly. besides being vice
captain on the recent tour of
Australia, had also led India in
the DMC Cup tournament in
Toronto when Sachin Ten-
dulkar was nursing his back in-
jury at the start of the current
Season.

The selectors also an-
nounced the Indian team for the
second Test against. South
Alrica to be played at Bangalore
from March 2 to 6. Two players
on the injured list, Sadagoppan
Ramesh and former captain
Mohammad Azharuddin are
back in the squad.

Azhar was in lact selected
for the Mumbai Test but was
ruled out due to a thumb injury
he sustained while playing for
the Board President's XI against
the South Africans in the game
prior to the Mumbai Test.

i

_Arsenic contamination

Ac'éess to safe drinking
water declines by 17 pc

Access to sale drinking wa-
ler in Bangladesh has declined
by l?(}mr cent in the last three
years due (o arsenic contamina-
tion in ground waler, according
to a UNICEF study. reports
UNB, -

Over the years Bangladesh
has sunk about five million
tube wells providing safe drink-
ing water to 97 per cent of the
population. But with the detec-
tion ol arsenic contamination
in the ground waler, access has
dropped to 80 per cent, stated
UNICEF at a hritﬁ::lg with the
Overseas Correspondents Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh.

"Bangladesh has become the
victim of its own suceess,"” said
Collin Davis, UNICEF's chief of
waler, environment and sanita-
tion.

Davis said the Department
of Public Health Engineering
has tested 51,000 tube wells
since 1996 with UNICEF's sup-
port. Twenty-nine per cent were
conlaminated by high levels of
arsenic.

About 24 millilon people
have been exposed to arsenlc
polsoning, while 7,600 arsenic
victims have been detected in
the country,

lound only 14

Of the four thanas taken up
by UNICEF in a community-
based action research project,
about 98 per cent of the tube
wells in Kachua, Chandpur dis-
trict were contaminated by ar-
senic.

Davis stressed the need for a
blanket test of all four to five
million tube well across the
country. ~

UNICEF spent 1.5 million
US dollars last year to make
yeople aware of the danger and
I}uid alternative sources of
drinking water, such as pond
sand filters, rainwater harvest-
ing and arsenic removal. Its
budget will increase next year.

Davis said although they
were marked red, people are
still taking water from contam-
inated tube wells.

The massive Nationwide
Communication Strategy for

Arsenic campaign was
launched by the government in
December 1999 to redefine the

concept of sale water, 5;1!&»

Davis,
Davis said a 1998 survey
per cent ol

households knew about arsenic

contamination. J
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My ease
9 ifferent,
~~says Manju

JIFBy Staff Correspondent

- Anwar Hossain Manju, the
communication minister, said
on Friday that his case {s dif-
ferent from Habibur Rahman
Swapan and Dr Alauddin, who
joined the
Sheikh Hasina defecting from
BNP.

‘I am not Swapan or Alaud-
din.” he said reacting ‘0 a report
where Jatiya Party chief H M
Ershad asked speaker Hu-
mayun Rashid Chowdhury to
declare his (Manju's) parlia-
mentary seat vacant.

In an obvious reference to
Ershad’s lack of knowledge in
Parliamentary rules, he gave
the example where a man upon
his return from England told
Rabindranath Tagore that liv-
ing abroad has taken its toll: he
cannot speak Bengali properly.

- Replied Tagore: "I do not feel
bad that you cannot s Ben-
gali properly but I feel sorry

that you cannot speak English
correctly . -

JU administrative
bodies' polls
March 4

By JU Correspondent

The election for teachers’
representatives to the Syndi-
cale, Academic Council and Fi-
nance Committee of Jahangir-
nagar University will be held
on March 4.

A total of four teachers — one
from each ol professor. associ-
ate professor, assistanl prc es-
sor and lecturer category wiul be
elected for the Syndicale.

Three associale prolessors
and three assistant professors
or lecturers will be elected for
the University Academic Coun-
cil while one teachers' represen-
tative will be elected to the Fi-
nance Committee.

Forty-two out of 65 teachers
have withdrawn their nomina-
tion papers yesterday on the
last day of withdrawal of nom-
ination papers.

Two teachers will contend
from (he proflessor category,
two [rom associate professor,
three Irom assistant professor
and two Irom lecturer category
for the four posts to the syndi-

Alauddin

From Page |

A veteran parliamentarian
Dr Alauddin was elected to
Jatiya Sangsad from Rajshahi
in 1996 on BNP ticket. Later he
crossed the floor and joined
Sheikh Hasina's government as
State Minister for Water Re-
sources,

The High Court declared his
seat vacant, but he returned
again in the by-election as rul-
ing party candidate and was ap-

ointed as State Minister for
ublic Works and Housing.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has expressed his pro-
found shock at the death of Dr
Alauddin.

In a condolence message yes-
terday, the President said that

government of

evasion. il any, sai

'Enact consumeg_r
protection act

By Staff Correspondent
Speakers at a seminar In the
city yesterday urged the gov-
erntent to enacl a consumer
protection act Immediately to
protect the rights of consumers,

The seminar was jointly or-
ganised by the Consumers As-
soclation of Bangladesh and the
British Council. CAB President
Dr Zalarullah Chowdhury was
in the chalr.

Addressing the seminar,
former minister M Shamsul
Huq MP alleged that the gov-
ernment! has made various un-
necessary laws like Public
Safety Act (PSA) but it Is not
making a badly needed law like
consumer protection act which,
hilr: said, would benelit the peo-
ple.

Chief Editor of the Financial
Express Reazuddin Ahmed
stressed the need for a con-
sumer prolection act to protect
the rights of citizen.

Executive Editor of the Daily
Janakantha Borhan Ahmed
sald people want to buy goods
and services at fair prices but
they cannot do so because un-
scrupulous businessmen ma-

nipulate prices.
Director of

Executive
Bangladesh Environment
Lawyers' Association (BELA)
Syeda Rizwana Hassan de-
scribed different aspects of the
proposed act for protection of
consumers’ interests and the
need for it

Member of the Law Com-
mission Justice Naimuddin

Ahmed, who was the chief guest

_at the function, said such a law

would be enacted shortly ,after
necessary scrutiny, as it needs
updalinﬁt in line with similar
laws in different countries.
He. however, said it would
take some time to examine the
act.
Dr Zalarullah Chowdhury
irged the government not to
¢ much time to enact the law
lor the sake of the people.
i M A Rashid presented the

€y-nole paper on the proposed
act and BCC DirectnrpMnnzur
Ahmed also spoke on the occa-
sion.

An open discussion followed
and a cross section of people

gave suggestions regarding the
act.

US daily report
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‘If Clinton wants to make
his South Asia visit [ruitful, he
should intervene to get the
Kashmir issue resolved peace-
fully.” a press statement issued
by the group here said.

‘i no such Initiative is
taken by the US president then
his visit will be a failure... and
it will go down in history as a
dlisaster.” Lthe slatement said.

Faroog, Nasir

From Page ]
Khulna to chalk out plans and
preparc a blue print to damage
the murder cases. police said
uoting statement recorded un-
er 161.

Meanwhile, authorities of
three commercial banks in
Khulna and Dhaka have been
officially asked by the Com-
missioner of Taxes to inform
pesition of accounts main-
tained by Shikdar., his wife
Khodeja and their two sons.

He will be charged with tax
a source at
the Tax Department.

It will also be enquired how
he amassed fabulous wealth

without any sort of legal source
ol earning during last 25 years,
said a source in KMP.

BJP sweeps

From Page 1

RJD supremo. Laloo Prasad
Yadav. a maverick politician
who calls himself a saviour of
the poor. said his centrist party
would stake a claim to power in
Bihar. often dubbed as India‘s
most lawless state. |

“The whole of India was
against me -- the BJP govern-
ment and even the media was
against me but the people of Bi-
har have voted for equality,”
Yadav told a tclevision net-
work.

hmpoverished Bihar is gov-
erned by Laloo’s wile Rabri
Devi. an illiterate mother of
Lne.

Vajpayee said his alliance
would probe the reasons for the
poor performance in Bihar, a
region of 110 million people, as
his colleagues attributed the
electoral losses to internal
bickering.

“Selection of candidates was

delayed in Bihar and an im-
pression that we were
among ourselves cau

ting
this

Al
i

e ol
4 Lr’ i
R -
.
i - ".
o

immediately'

. ’..%- u
P

B
b

Dr Alauddin was a freedom
fighter and senior politician.
He was very popular in his lo-
cality.

President conveyed his
heart-lelt sympathy to the
members of the aved family
‘and prayed lor the eternal peace
ol the departed soul.
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has also expressed her
deep shock at the death of Dr
Alauddin.

The country has lost a dis-
tinguished politician, said the
Prime Minister in a message of
condolence vesterday.

She recalled Alauddin's
contribution in the war of lib-
eration in 1971 and said he will
be remembered also for his con-
tribution to soclo-economic de-
velopment.
Prime Minister conveyed
her sympathy to the members
of the bereaved family and

situation.” BJP vice president
Jana Krishnamurthi told AFP.
Sonia’s Co ss, which so
far has had a love-hate relation
with Yadav's RJID . won 10
of the 172 Bihar seats declared
so far and was leading in eight
of the remaining 152 seats
where counting of votes was
still on,
Some 96 million voters were
cligible to take part in the state
ﬁm S s d over February 12,
7 and 22. The elections saw the
death of nearly 50 people, most
of them in Bihar.
Possibilities of a hung assem-
bly also loomed in the 60-mem-
ber House In politically in-
significant Manipur state, but
the Co with just 14 seats
won so lar said they would form
a §mmmcnt with help of its
allies. '
“There is no doubt that we are
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going to take power in X

prayed for eternal peace of the
departed soul. !

Sl 1.!-.‘ oy
o e o b Las dee N o e R

nipur,” Congress
Ajit Jogi told AFP.
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