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The historic role of the
ancient  human who
maintained peace in his
class or tribe is one of the
duties of modern police who
enforced benign as well as
malign and antipeople laws
of the realm. In the Indian
sub-continent, police
assumed armed and
military appearance which
crystalized into a rugged
and stern look since the
Independence Movement of
1857 during which the East
India Company rulers used
Indian Police to arrest the
revolting soldiers most of
whom were hanged. The
Police act of 1861 vested
Indian Police with powers as
a storng arm of the British
government. The Criminal
Procedure Code of 1898
gave powers to Police and
Magistrates wide enough to
creat a state of terror when
needed, earlier with the
formation of the Indian
National congress in 1885
with WC. Banerjee as
president and Allen
Octavian Hume (a British
Civil Servant) as Secretary,
police had a responsibility to
Keep surveillance over
Political leaders and their
activities.

In the Criminal Justice
System of Bangladesh,
Police has been vested with
the responsibility  for
prevention and detecfion of
crimes-and maintenance of
law and order which are,
indeed, considered as
essential prerequisites for
creative activities and
development. For proper
discharge of these roles.
Bangladesh Police has to
have an Organization with
unhindered capability to
engage the force resolutely
in all fronts of duty, with
dedication to preserve the

security of professional
tenets which clearly
Negative dishonesty,

respression, malevolence,
disregard for law, arrogance
of power and indifferent
attitude.

It is no exaggeration that
walls of distance between
Police and citizens became
massive in recent past
because of the Ilong
cumulative deficit in police
performance in dealing with
political disorder, terrorism,
extortion, armed
gangsterism, bomb blasts,
murder, rape, persecution
on women etc. In a situation
like this, it has been felt that
there should be a crash

program to develop
fraternity with the people to
subsidize their efforts to

secure life,” property and
rights. This program will of
course, have refined, smart,
honest and populist police
officers with talent for using
powers of their office with
dignity, honour and self-
respect. Although Police has
recently run up an
iImpressive string of
successes in preventing and
detecting some oppressive
and dangerous crimes and
In recovering unauthorized
fire arms from private and
political arsenals, some
spectacular instances of
gruesome crimes and
indifference committed by
police to the surprise of
everybody have largely told
upon the fragile image of
the department.
The concepts of peace,
olice, crime and violence
aving been developed in
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human society with inherent
interrelationship, have In
recent decades been
considered as specific
phases of society. Viewed in
this light, modern
criminologists which dealing
with Policing Practices have
taken interest in Community
policing. It is perhaps about
a decade ago that
Bangladesh felt once again
the iImportance of
community policing. The
concept of a community's
responsibility for maintaining
social order is as old as
society itself. In Indian sub-
continental context, we may

refer to the ancient village

and town councils which
exercised law and order and
judicial power.

The system still exists in its
skeleton in Union Parishad
under which the institution
of Rural Police has been
vested with a chart of
functions which include
maintenance of social order
in the rural society. The
concept primarily relates to
the notion of prevention of
crime and disorder through
co-operative effort. The
subject has been largely
studied in recent years in
Egland. The diognosis of the

concept IS briefly
summarized as follows:

2 Primitive Community
olicing:

It was seen in its ancient
form in tribal or
underdeveloped societies
where small and vulnerable
settlement existed. Social

control through the
iInmediate family, or group of
families in combination

provided early examples of
Community Policing. In
ancient Anglo-saxon law,
groups of families owed
duties for keeping peace to
the headman of the tens
and hundreds who in turn

owed allegiance to the King.

During the reign of King
Alfred, the rimary
responsibility for mintaining
the King's peace fell upon
each locality as a social

obligation or collective
security.
ii) Totalitarian Community
Policing:

To political extremist rulers,
it became the arm of the
ruling party for social,
economic or political
control. The growth of the
Red Sentinels in the
Chinese Factories as
guards and as controllers of
discipline and ideology on
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the factory floor in the
1960's can hardly be
overlooked. Such political
rowth is certainly
angerous.

Ill’ Unofficial Community
Policing:

it is found where official
policing is weak, allowing
various power groups to
arise in localities to exert an
unofficial control. This can
be a benign or
maligncontrol. Malign
control is seen where power
roups get their ascendancy
through violence on or
intimidation. This may
happen in a democracy
where criminal sub-culture
pervades. Local social
control of this kind may
flourish in spite of the
existence of official police.
Modern Community
Policing:

It can function where all the
elements in a community,
both official and unofficial,
conceive of the common
good and combine to
produce a social climate
and an environment
conducive to good order
and the hapiness of all
those living within it. It
leaves legal policing to the
olice and concentrates on
enevolent social measures
for its succeess. In the first
Place. It has to define
Community” and seek to
strengthen or create-such a
phenomenon through
fraternity. Community should
be seen as a group of
people who live in common
Residential Community, may
contain animosity, even
hatred. Thus, where a
community exists, it is to be
strengthened; where it does
not exist, it has to be
created. The aim of modern
community policing should
be based on a concept and
understanding of common
good. the creation of a
community el Of
neighbourhood free from
fear and uncontrolled
delinquency and politcs and
crime would be its primary
aim. In respecting the
dignity of the individual,
nobody should be regarded
as unworthy of its concern.
On the otherhand, it should
have due regard for the
individuality and freedom of
all, and should not be
motivated for = narrow
political or sectarian causes.
To achieve the aims, it
should involve all the
statutory bodies and
agencies whose work in any
way affects the quality of
community life so far as
control of crime and
delinquency is concerned.
The common interest lies In
the creation of lower social
tensions through a more
wholesome environment.
The statutory agencies
should then come together
with the voluntary bodies
whose social aims bear
relevance, and with
individuals whose concern
is to represent the residents -
of the community.

It will appear from the above
that the concept of
community Policing is not
anything new and that it is
amenable to a variety of
objectives and purposes,
benign or malign.
Bangladesh police would do
well to exercise due care in
practising ~ community
policing lest it should not
degenerate in to a sort of

any politcal core.
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