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Bir Shrestho Nur Mohammad

Monument
at last

From Atiur Rahman

JESSORE, Feb 25: Kashipur
Is a village far from the
maddimeg crowd. This is situated
lo the northern end of Sharsha
thana near the Bangladesh
haorder.

The bravest son of the soil.
Bir Shrestho Nur Mohmmad
and six other valiant freedom
fighters who embraced martyr-
dom during the Liberation War
in 1971, were buried here,

Long after 28 years of obscu-
rity and negdligence, a monu-
ment was built on this grave-
vard recently in memory of Bir
Shrestho Nur Mohammad.

Former chiel engineer of Lo-
¢al Government Rural Devel-
opment (LGRD). Quamrul Islam
Siddik took up the project to
erect the monument, He got it
completed at a cost of Taka
Three lakh and 65 thousand.

creept Bir Shrestho Nur
Nolunimad who are buried here
immchude: MCA elect in 1970's
election Sved Ator Ali. Subedar
Moniruzzaman. Bahadur Ger-
la, Sepoy Abdus Sattar. Sepoy
Enaniul Haque. and freedom
lighter Abdul Ahad.

Incidentally. Bir Srestho
Nur Mobammad was killed by
the PPivistan occupation army
in e hioht at Goalhati under
Gougeosiandapur union of
Jhinkircacha thana on
September 5 in 1971,

Svect Ator Ali. MCA-elet was
alse huned here.

Subedar Monimizzaman was
killed by the enemy in the Lib-
eration War on June 27. 1971

HBabadur Gerila. who was

Ir':‘ll} 1";.11‘ ('Irtt:r
Killin . 40 enemy soldrers,
e i‘l,lk' ‘txt'lf{'[':g_ ‘-.._-Il[ar 1\,{[3}

killedd Ly the enemy in a battle
agamst them at Jad -I~p|:r under
Jadabpur union of Moheshpur
Lhana in greater Jessore on
September 21 in 1971, Sepoy
Enamul Haque was killed by
the enemy Lreops in a battle at
Makapur under Chowpgacha
thana on November 17. 1971.
Freedom flichter Abdul Ahad

was also killed in this battle.

The monument was erected
covering an area of 5,000
square feet, A road passed
through it. There are a total of
seven graves on the northern
side and seven pillars have
been erected touching these
seven graves. Full life-sketch
ol the martyrs are inseribed on
these pillars. The monument
was erected along the southern
side of the graveyard. Seven pil-
lars are standing over the green
grass fleld and the national flag
ol Bangladesh, has been made
there In colour with red and
green Lo signily the spirit and
values of the National Libera-
tion War.

Prolessor Khurshid Shahid
ol Sculpture Department ol
Khulna University is the sculp-
tor of this monument,

The land required for con-
struction ol the monument was
donated by Khairul Alam of the
same village.

The importance of the place
was increased following the
construction of this monu-
ment.

It has become a historic site
worth visiting.

People from across the coun-
iry flock to this place almost
daily to have a glimpse of the
graves ol martyrs.

Kashipur stands on Shar-
sha-Dhaka highway via
Chougacha. It is 18 kilometres
lrom Sharsha and only eight
Kilometres from Chougacha. It
is 30 kilometres off Jessore,
connected with Jesso~e-Ka-
shipur Road via Kayemkola
and Chulipur. Four-kilometre
road from Chutipur to Kashipur
is still kutcha while the rest up
to Chutipur is pucca.

A project to construct a rest
house near the monument was
taken up and the construction
work was progressing.

People of this village are
proud of having the grave of Bir
Sreshtho Nur Mohammad here.
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[ipitaphs erected near the seven graves of martyred

freedom fichters.

—Star photo
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! Move to curb die

~ In frontier areas

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Feb
25: Responding to the increas-
ing tension of farmers nver un-
abated diesel smuggling to a
neighbouring country, Agricul-
ture [Extension Department
here has decided to provide ID
cards to the farmers of fronier
areas for transshipment ol
glﬁgcl for Irrigation, reports

The decision was taken at an
emergency meeting on curbin
smuggling of diesel at the D
ollice recently.

Official sources said a good
number of diesel-operated

umps have been set up in fron-
ler villages of the district for

irrigation to croplands but a
section of Pump operators are
smuggling tl

collecting it from depots.

They sald smuggling of
diesel to India has risen due to
Ericc hike of fuel in the neigh-

ouring country and frequent
devaluation of Taka In
Bangladesh,

With the rise of its smug-
gling. a good number of unau-
thorised diesel sale centres
have sprung up in different
parts of the district,

There have been allegations
that a group of pump owrers
are involved In smuggling of
[uel as they easily can buy it
from the dealers.

1e fuel to India after

On February 10, BDR jawans
arrested a pump owner from
Shibganj thana along with a
truck driver and his helper
while realising diesel o a s 10p
In frontier Khaserhat area,

Police said the truck was
carrying 9,000 litres of diesel
lor a pump in Shibgan|. Instead
of taking the fuel to the pump,
they were realising it at the
unauthorised shop for Smug-
gling,

sources at the Agriculture
Exlcnmlnnl Department sald at
piesent there is 'a demand
2.40 lakh liters of diesel iil LEL
region to operate some 5,000 fr-

rigation pumps, including 3,000
in Irontier areas.

Weavers busy working at a factory in Charshoalmari village under Roumari thana in

Kurigram district.

KURIGRAM, Feb 25 :Weavers
in Rowmari and Rajibpur
thanas of the district have been
facing various problems due to
price-hike of yarn and lack of
marketing facilities of their
products,

About 4,000 weavers in two
thanas depend on weaving to
earn their living, but they are
unable to run their factories
mainly because of capital
dearth.

The weavers of Char Shoal-
mari, Kutarchar, Jafarganj,

From A Correspondent

Baghmara, Doikhawa, Ghugu-
mari, Khedaimari, Kazaikata
and Gendaralga of the thanas
produce lungi, saree, gamchha
and other clothes and sell their
products in different bazaars
and markets,.
.+ Besides, smuggled clothes
Irom neighbouring India have
flooded the local markets, tak-
ing heavy toll on local weavers.
Weavers said their products
could not compete with the
smuggled ones in terms of price.
Comparatively cheap smug-
gled clothes have easy access to

Weavers pass hard days

buyers. much to sufferings of
local weavers.

Many weavers have closed
their factories in recent years,
giving rise to unemployment.

Moreover, a large number of
weavers in the two thanas are
contemplating to give up their
ancestral profession as they are
passing hard days, local people
said.

Local people have urged the
authorities concerned to take
proper steps to provide assis-
tance to weavers.
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Female workers
being deprived
- of due wages

From Our Correspondent
FARIDPUR, Feb 25: Female

day labourers in the district are

being deprived of thelr due
wages as they are getting less

than those of male day labour-
ers.

A male worker
Tk 80 a day, while a female

labourer gets only Tk 40 (o Tk
50 for the same jng.

The woman workers are
working in crop fields, kilns
and construction sites along
with male labourers,

According to an unofficial

estimate, nearly 10 thousand

women are working as day
labourers. Most of the WOomen
are either widows or divorcees.

Two women
commit suicide
in Netrakona

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA. Feb 25: Two
women committed suicide in
Kendua thana of the district
lasl week,

Police said Masuda Akter.
14, of village Walearpur under
Kendua municipality commit-
ted suicide by hanging herself.

The cause of the suicide

could not be known. The body

was senl to Netrakona Sadar
Hospital for autopsy.

In separate incident, Zahura
Khatun, 40, wife of Tara Miah,
of village Shibpur under
Kendua thana, committed sui-
cide also by hanging herself.

A UD case was filed with po-
lice this connection.

Book fair
in Gopalganj

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGAN.J, Feb 25: A week
long book fair to mark the In-
lernational Mother Language
Day began in local Shilpakala
Academy premises on Monday.
~ The deputy commissioner
formally inaugurated the fair,
which featured a total of 16
stalls.

The fair organisers also
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes on the occasion. The
programmes included chil-
dren’'s art competition, poetry
recitation and music competi-
tion.

Body of youth
recovered in
Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Feb 25: Body of a
young man was recovered from
d sugarcane field in Sadar
thana recently.

The vietim was identified as
Kamal, 20, son of Mobarak of
village Harora under Sadar
thana.

Local people suspected that
the youth was murdered. The
body, however, was sent to hos-
pital for autopsy.

A case was filed in this con-
nection.

ets Tk 70 to
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Matia says

PSA for eradicating
terrorism

CHAPAINAWABGANJ. Feb
25: Avriculture Minister Matia
Chowdhury has said that the
Public Safety Law has been en-
acled for eradicating terrorism
from society. reports BSS.

She said those who are in-
volved in killing, extortion,
snatching and terrorism could
onlv opposed the Public Salety
Law

The agriculture minister was
speaking as the chief guest at a
public meeting organised by
district Awami League at Cha-
painawabganj Municipal Park
on Tuesday.

Parliament Member Sha-
heen Monowara Hoq, State
Minister for Women and Chil-
dren Affairs Prof Zinatunessa
Talukder and State Minister
for Fisheries and Livestock
Prof. Abdul Quddus spoke on
the occasion as special guests.

The agriculture minister
said that massive development
activities of this government
under the leadership ol Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina has
brought dynamism in the econ-
omy and earned good name and
fame at home and abroad,

The opposition, she said.
was tryving to halt this economic
dynamism by their destructive
aclivities. She urged the

opposition to stop it for the
interest of the public.

Earlier, the agricullure
minister visited Dariapur Sha-
heed Tajuddin Ahmed Irriga-

tion Project and Ganka Agrani
Irrigation Project at Ca-
painawabganj.

A total of 2,000 acres of land
has been brought under irriga-
lion by implementing these two
projects. Besides, the agricul-
ture minister visited Cha-
painawabganj Mango Research
Centre and Kallanpur Horticul-
ture Centre,

During the visits, State
Minister for Women and Chil-
dren Affairs Prof Zinatunessa
Talukder and Shaheen
Monowara Hoq MP accompa-
nied the minister.

Punishment to
killers of Kushtia
trader demanded

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Feb 25: A proces-
sion was brought out in Ku-
markhali thana headquarters
last week, demanding the pun-
ishment to the killers of local
trader Monwar.

BmiJ of Monwar, 40, was re-
covered fram the r.ver Gorai on
I-'f-bruarﬁ 15. He was missin
from February 10. Police saiﬁ
Monwar, a trader in local
bazaar, was murdered,

Rabi Thakur, business part-
ner of Monwar, was 2-rested in
this connection.

in Pabna dist

PABNA. Feb 25: Police on
Tl]UfSLL-l}’ Arrested Abdus
Samad, alias Mota Samad. a
dl"!t[-i{‘t e wler i ]‘]H' rJllt!H“'t'fl
Purba Banuglar Communist
Party. from a house in 1_1][;”_:".
Shakharipara Harinaravan-
pur, reports I NI

At about the same time 69
followers of Samad surrenderec
with some six pipe cuns at a po-
lice-arranged function of
Ataikola High Schoul ground

at 4 pm. .
s The 40 -vear old Samad who

one of his aides Yunus Ali, 37,
who surrendered admitted they
followed » wrooeg D ithh and

sought apology 1o { e pe :{)h-
“We were misguided - a

for the wrong we have done to
you so long.
i passionate anp:

wWASs hrought to the onetion and

wrong course Please lorgive us

Mt 2 Samad made
g hundreds

of people assembled at the fune-

tion. Similar appeal was made
by his follower Yunus All.

Jannatul Ferdous, Lady MP
from the district present at the
function, was delighted at the
arrest of Samad and presented
police Super Asaduzzaman
Mia a gold regllm of boat for
the success of his lorce.

Deputy Commissioner Mah-
bubur Rahman announced an
award of Tk 10 thousand for the

olicemen who arrested
amad.
ASP Abul Khair and S}

Amanullah led the force that
succeeded |n arresting Samad at
about 3:30 pm and a 9.ML pistol
with ammunition was recov-
ered from his possession.

A senior police officidl later
told that they would examine
track records of those surs:mn-
dered, If there is no specific case
?rgalnst any one, he will be set

ee,

m————

69 outlaws surrender

Legend of Hazrat Shahjalal (RA)

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Feb 29 The 680th
urs of great saint Hazrat Shah-

jalal (RA) will begin at the

shrine in Sylhet town on Sat-
urday (February 26).

Every year, thousands of
devotees from both the Muslim
and Hindu communities across
the country join the 20-day
congregation. The programme
includes, placing of gilaf, Quran
Khwani, milad mahfil and
Jikir Ajker. It concludes
through the Akheri Munajat
and distribution of tobarrak
(sweets) at 3 am on the second
day. A country fair is also or-
ganised around. the shrine area
every year. It begins two days
ahead of the urs and ends after
two days attracting a good
number of people from far flung
areas.

It was the year of 1303, At
that time, Shamsuddin Firoze
Shaha was the Sultan of Bengal.
There were some small states
on the foot of Khahia-Jaintia
hills ruled by some Hindu
kings. Muslim people also used
to live in these states under the
rule of cruel Hindu kings.
Borhanuddin, a Muslim
citizens slaughtered a bullock
as a sacrificial animal on the
occasion of his son's Akika. A
kite (bird) picked up a piece of
meat from the house which fell

inside the temple of King
Gouragovinda. The king became
angered in it and made a thor-

ough search, His men cetected
the matter and caught
Borhanuddin. They took him to
the king. Being ordered by the
cruel Kking,
slaughtered his SOn.
Borhanuddin's right arm was
also severed as punishment.
Borhan then went to the Sultan
and sought justice.

The sultan sent a contingent
led by Sikander Gazi to face
Gour Govinda. But, he was de-
feated in a bloody war on the
bank ol the River Brahmaputra.
Sikander had to accept such de-
feat thrice. The Incidents seri-
ously hurl the Sultan of Bengal.
Later on, he senl a new warrior
leader named Syed Nasiruddin
who met Hazrat Shahjalal (RA)
on the way. Then Shahjalal was
staying at Tribeni of Satgaon
on his way from Yemen. Syed
Nasiruddin sought help from
Hazrat Shahjalal. The Muslim
contingent was seriously afraid
of danger alter repeated defeats.
Hazrat Shahjalal agreed with
the proposal. He alongwith 360
companions started with Syed
Narisuddin.

Shahjalal alongwith the
group reached on the bank ol
the River Surma. There was no
boal (o cross the river. He laid
the Jainamaj on the river and
crossed it safely. Thus. the great
saint made his way to Sylhet
recgion. A coward, Gour Govinda
fled away through the back
door. Shahjalal and his men

Borhanuddin
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The minaret of the mosque attached with the /nazar of the

great saint.,

Thousands visit the mazar of great saint Hajrat Shahjalal (RA) and pray at the mosque' at-
— Photo : Courtesy M H Rahman

tached with it every day.

won the victory in Sylhet region

with

slogans like 'Allahu

Akbar' and without any blood
shed.

Hajrat Shahjalal (RA) was

born in the city of Kurnia of
Turkey. His forefathers went to
Turkey from Yemen and settled

there. His father's name is
Makhdum Bin Mohamamd.
S

i
S
11
u

1

lmh{nlal lost his parents dur-
1g childhood. Maternal uncle
yed Ahmed Kabir who used to
ve near Makkah reared him

. The spirituality of Shah-

{u al developed there. One day,

e gave Shahjalal a handful of

soil and asked lor going lo
Hidustan with a mission for

R

Islam. He also told
oose a place, soil of

reachin
im to ¢

which is found similar to the
sample. One Chashni Peer, a
saint and one of the compan-
jons ol Hajrat Shahjalal (RA)
was entrusted with the task of

comparing

C

the soll. The
hashnt Peer found the soil of

Sylhet similar to the soil as

they

S

tlajrat

were carrying.
reathed his

hahjalal (RA)

last while he was In Sejdah and

performin

l

his Johar prayer on
day in the year 1340, accord-

ing to the historians. A number
of personal articles used by the

eal saint himsell are still pre-
rved in the Dargah area in

yihet.
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Robbery in hatchery
COX'S BAZAR. Feb 25 ) Armed bandits looted valuables and

E%:E Irom a hatchery in Kalatali area early Wednesday, reports
Police sald the robbers equipped with sawed-off guns and

pistols swooped on Seagull hatchery and looted valuables worth

aboul Tk 5 lakh confining its two guards. Meanwhile, police

detained the guards — am Hossain and Liton Mia — for
interrogation.

Ammunition recovered

BARISAL, Feb 25 : Police recovered 27 rounds of ammunition

and four bottles of phensidyl from the Garlarpar areas recently.
reports BSS.

According to the source, acting on a secret information, the
CID police raided the area and recovered the ammunition. None
was arrested in this connection. Besides, police seized seven
bottles of phensidyl from a betel-leaf shop, opposite to the
Saraswata Girls' School at Kalibari road and arrested one
person in this connection, the source added.

Eye camp

JHALAKATHI, Feb 25 : An eye camp beﬁan at the Begum Rajia
Womens' Madrasa in Nalchhiti thana last week, reports UNB.

Jointly organised by National Blind Welfare Association
and district Eye hospital, the camp will provide treatment
facility and medicine to 400 patients free of cost. An eye
specialist of Sher-e-Bangla Medical College Hospital

tafuddin Ahmed conducted the first day of the camp. TNO of
Nalchhitl thana Hasan Mahmood, Deputy Director of Islamic
Foundation Noor Mohammad Alam and Deputy Director of
Imam Training Academy Murtaza Reza Harun were also present
on the occasion.

Robbery committed

MANIKGANJ, Feb 25. Armed robbers looted cash, gold
ornament and other valuables worth Tk three lakh from the
rl}?tuse of a government official in the town last week, reports

Police said the gang, wearing black mask, broke into the
house of PWD engineer Lokman Bhuiyan at 4 am through the
window and tied up his son Shaheen, They looted cash Tk

241.000. 40 tolas of gold ornament and other valuables at gun
point.

850 Forest Deptt cases pending

PANCHAGARH, Feb 25 :A total of 850 cases of Forest De-’
partment, pending in different courls of greater Dinajpur dis-
trict, cannol be disposed of simply for lack of necessary admin-
istrative steps, reports UNB.

According to officials, there are about 26,000 acres of forest
in Thakurgaon, Dinajpur and Panchagarh districts. An organ-
ised gang of smugglers and some saw mill owners in collabora-
tion with a section of dishonest forest officials were sm
timbers from the forest everyday depriving the government of
huge revenue. Forest empl were suflfering a sense of insecu-
rity as a forest official was killed in an encounter with timber
smugglers at Nababgan| range in Dinajpur district recently. The
sources sald there are only 70 forest guards to guard the 26000-
acre forest in the three districts. |

A Japanese Rotarian delegation led by Toyoji Yoshida vis-
ited the UNESCO Club Literacy Centre recently at
Keraniganj.

Bandarban Thana OC dead

BANDARBAN, Feb 25 :Nurul Islam, OIﬂcer—in-Chargc (OC) of
Bandarban Sadar Thana died of heart attack here on Saturday.
He was 45, reports BSS.

He left behind his parents, wife, two sons and a number of re-
lations, well-wishers and admirers to mourn his death. Accord-
ing to official sources, he died at the Chittagong Railway Sta-
tion while he was coming te Dhaka for fami i;jgurpnse. Later;
his body was taken to Manikganj district of Shibaloy Thana for

buried. Chairman of Chittagong Hilitracts Development Board
Bir Bahadur, MP, Chairman of Bandarban Hill District Council
Thuaing Cha Prue Master, Deputy Commissioner Mohsin Ali
Sardar. Birprotik, Superintendent of Police A A G Kabir and lo-
cal leaders including journalists expressed there profound
shock at the death of police officer Nurul Islam.

Soft-loan for rural poor

i JHALAKATI, Feb 25: In an effort to alleviate poverty and

improve the living standard of rural poor, 2 non-government

| organisation disbursed Tk 2.26 crore soft-loan here in last 28
months, reports UNB.

According to officials, the NGO, 'Asha,’ distributed the

| money among its 3,594 members in Rajapur, Nalchiti, Kathalia

and sadar thana. The borrowers, mostly women, are utilising

| theloan in poultry farming, cow-fattening, psciculture, nursgrr{

and small trades. During the period, the NGO also recovered
84.87 lakh and the members have raised a deposit of Tk 19.36
lakh in share certificates.

Abducted girl rescued 1

MANIKGANJ, Feb 25 :Police rescued a schoolgirl after three
days of her abduction from a house in the town recently, reports

UNB.

A %anﬁ of youths abducted the girl, a Class IX student of Balia
Bandha High School, on way to her school. The father of the girl
filed a case with Gheor thana after the abduction. Police
arrested two people in connection with the abduction of the girl.

Science Fair in Bagerhat

BAGERHAT, Feb 25 A science fair, marking the Science and
Technology Week-2000, began here on Sunday with 15 science
clubs taking part in it, reports UNB.

State Minister for Social Welfare Dr Mozammel Hossain in-
au ted the fair at a local school. Deputy Commissioner S
Nurul Islam, Police Super Mahboob Morshed and local elite
were present in the inaugural programme.

Roads under construction

JHALAKATI, Feb 25 réFuur roads are being reconstructed here
at a cost of Tk 2 crore, reports UNB,

Officials said Jhalakati-Kawkhali, Centrehat-Battala-
Poikkhali, Charakhali-Galua Challis-Kahnia and Rajapur-Ut-
tampur-Niamati roads are being reconstructed under the an-
nual development programme.

Law and order improves

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 25 ;The overall law and order of the
district has been taking a positive turn with the enforcement of
Public Safety Act (PSA) 2000, reports BSS.

According to oflicial statistics, the numbers of criminal
offences significantly reduced in the district after the law came @
into force. 'There was no record of major crime after the i
operation of the law', police sources said. Some social
organisations and NGOs welcomed the PSA 2000 for the sake of
a terrorist-Iree society. :

State of women, childrén reviewed B 4

JAMALPUR, Feb 25 (A meeting of the District Co-Ordination
Committee on Prevention of Women and Child Oppression was
held on February 17 at the Deputy Commissioner's office here,
reports BSS.

M Abdul Bashar, Deputy Commissioner, presided over the
meeting. The meeting reviewed the programnme and work of the
committee. The meeting was Informed that ull January this
year forty-six cases were filed in police stations of the district.
Of them, ten cases were given final report, fwenty-one cases
charge-sheeted and fifteen are under investigation. Public
Prosecutor of Jamalpur, in his report, said that till January,
one hundred seventy seven cases remained pending for trial in
the court of district and sessions judges. The meeting later urged |

"the persons concerned to deal wi matter with utmost @ﬂ R
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