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Vialli's job!

LONDON, Feb 25: Chelsea de-
fender Dan Petrescu. who Fri-
day signed a two-year contract
extension, warned club man-

aﬁer Gianluca Vialli that he was

alter his [ob, reports AFP,

The popular Romanian de-
fender told the Press Associa-
ton: "I want to play in the 2002
Warld Cup with Romania if we

=

ualily, then sto laying.
en rwould like g} angh ign

England - and my ideal job

would be to manage Chelsea and

take over from Luca.

"l have played for a lot of

good managers in my career

and [ would take the best things

| have learned from them all
anglj put them into my own
style.

Petrescu was wanted by a
host of top European clubs who
were alerted by the fact his con-
tract was up in the summer, but
he refused Lo listen to offers,
preferring to play out his days
at Stamford Bridge.

My agent told me there was
interest from other clubs but |
told him I wasn't interested in
sSpeaking to them.

‘I am very happy here and
my lamily are settled in London
- my youngest daughter's middle
name is Chelsea - and I think
there is more success to come at
the club.

“All players think the Pre-
miership is the place to be. Just
look at a player like Gabriel
Batistuta who realises it is the
best league in Europe and now
wants to come here to play.”

Petrescu is confident
Chelsea can go on to greater
things, but he ruled them out ol
this season's title race.

"When | came to Chelsea they
were not such a big club, but we
have had a lot of success,” he
said. ;

“The main aim Is to qualify
for thie Champions' League
again. We still have a good
chance of going further in this
year's tournament, as we need
SIX points from four games to
qualily for the next stage and
we are looking forward to the
resuming next
week.” '

[_ara renounces

From page 13

~ South Africa and an early exit

from the last World Cup of the
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Ldra s aluuourncenment comes
as West Indies prepare to name
a training squad of 20 players
for the series against Zimbabwe
and Pakistan, and ultimately
their summer tour of England.

Pat Rousseau, the Jamaica-
br n president of the WICB.
i anked Lara lor his service as
captain during a very difficult
period in West Indies cricket.

I know he has made a very
hard decision and 1 appeal to
the public to give him the total
support that the WICB will be
giving him as he continues his
career, Rousseau said.

Pakistan, SL

From page 13

Khan, Wasim Akram, Abdur
Razzak, Shahid Afridi, Saqglain
Mushtaq, Irfan Fazil, Moham-
mad Akram, Bazid Khan and
Wagqar Younis.

SRI LANKA (from): Sanath
Jayasuriya (captain). Mahela
layawardene, Russel Arnold,
Marvan Atapattu, Tillekeratne
Dilshan, Romesh Kaluwitha-
rana, Arjuna Ranatunga, Ar-
avinda de Silva, Rangana
Herath, Muttiah Muralitharan,
Chaminda Vaas, Pramodya
Wickremasinghe, Upul Chan-
Jana. Nuwan Zoysa and Ravin-

dra Pushpakumara.

Umpires: Dave Orc ard

South Africa) and Athar zaidi

Pakistan)
ICC Match Referee: Brian
dastings [New Zealand)

Tarun sail

From page 13
balls.

After his brave knock of 63,
Akhter Sarfraz also shone with
the cherry. The occasional off-
break bowler linished with two
for 23 from his 6 overs.

SCOREBOARD

Scorehoard of the Premier
Jivision cricket league match
setween Surjo Tarun Club and
Nari Club played at the
3angabandhu National Stadium
resterday:

SURJO TARUN

arvez Ilbw b Ataur 1
mran b Ataur 4
Gimzan ¢ Lovelu b Zakir 1
\khtar ¢ Alaur b Carman 63
\I-Shahriar C Hasnain b
sharfuddowla - 28
{ Masood ¢ Carman b Masu 74
dinhaz not out Jo
namul b Ataur |
\nis b Ataur 0
wja not out 4
xiras: (Ib-11. nb-10, w-14) 4 3
‘otal: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs) 247

Did not bat: Morshed Ali
han.

Fall of wickets: 1-8; 2-11: 3-
0. 4-101; 5-152: 6-234; 7-
2, B-242.
lowler O M W
laur 10 2 44 4
akir W= 0O 34 1
lasnain 9 0O 36 0
dasud - S BN 1Y ]
sharfuddowla 9 0 51 1
arman o O 22 1

WARI CLUB
lafees run out 9
fasud run out 64
arman Ibw b Suja 4
lalim Shah b Akhter 24
fasnain b Akhter 9
Lhbub Ibw b Ramzan \7
taur ¢ Ramzan b Enamul R
aiib not out 41
akir not oul 0
xtras: (Ib-8. nb-4, w-B) 20
wial: (For 7 wkis In 50 overs) 196

Did - not bat: Sharfuddowla
nd Lovelu Rahman.

Fall of wickets: 1-29; 2-44;
=100: 4-125; 5-132; 6-147; 7-

B0,

lowler O M R W
nis 7 | lr1 7 0
forshed B 0O :52 0
uja ) ] 28 |
finhaz 10 0 36 O
Sl 10 1 4{,) ,]
ster gl 25 2
Banzan e ! f’: f’.,
e Club

Result: Surjo Tarun
®a by 51 runs.
"
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MADRID, Feb 25:
The flixture

but with both
oullits hell-bent
on winning the league title, Real
Madrid's
even greater importance than
usual, reports AFP.

Barca have won the champi-
onship for the past two seasons
while Real contented them-
selves with the European Cu
for the first of those years anc
although both have tripped up
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is
cnough to bring
Spain to a halt at
the best of times

ome encounter with
Barcelona on Saturday assumes
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RIVALD
several Limes already this time
around, they are now within a
single point of each other.
Deportivo La Cofuna remain
oul in front by five points from
Barcelona but they look cast in
the role of pacemakers to their
more illustrious rivals, who
intend to win a sprint to the
line.

Such is the hype surround-
ing the clash of the giants that
some of the actors can get car-
ried away.

"This classic is even more
important than the final ol the
FA Cup." Real's England inter-
national winger Steve Mc-

- Bl aes B R NN e R b i w-‘. vt ] 3

| Primera Liga preview
k.l b LOGHE FOR N R

Manaman was moved Lo say as
he looked forward to the game
which will attract a crowd of
some 100,000 to the Bernabeu

stadium.

'l always say that a match is
never decisive but at the mo-
ment this one against Madrid
just could be,” said Barcelona's

coach Louis Van Gaal.

Real's Argentine interna-

tional Fernando Redondo,

meanwhile, told Marca maga-
zine: "The lact there Is just one
point separating the teams
makes the match even more ex-
citing. The winnérs will be up

for the title.". |

R T
Star Sports television will

show the Barcelona-Real
Madrid match live at 1:30 am

BST (Sunday) A

—

‘Several question marks can

be placed against the line-ups of

both clubs.

Real coach Vicente Del
Bosque may risk throwing for-
mer Arsenal man Nicolas
Anelka into the fray despite the
lact he has not played since
January 10 after suffering a
knee injury at the World Club
Champilonships in Brazil.

Anelka said in midweek that
he would love to make a return
and score his lirst league goal
for the 'meringues’,

Real are also sweating on the
availability ol Spanish inter-
national forward Raul, who is
nursing an adductor muscle in-
jury.

The probable absence ol both
means Real will again lean on
new discovery Rolando Zarate,
who has proved an able deputy
in recent weeks with several
Important goals,

Real also hope to have
Brazilian wingback Roberto

Carlos in action, while Barca

are relying on Rivaldo being in
their starting eleven. Both men
have been on international
duty this week in Thailand.
Elsewhere, La Coruna will
carry on their quest to win the
title for the first time with a
home match against Real Mal-

Sport ==
{" English League Cup

All roads lead to Madrid

lorca, who harbour hopes of a

top five finish and who are cur-
rently seventh,

Deportivo coach Javier
Irureta sald no matter how

al the ?‘ressure al the to
they just
ing up the wins.

"It we take three

ther Real or Barca - or even
both,” he said.

Real Zaragoza,
level on points with Real, host a
Celta Vigo side who merde a good

start in the league before falling

away and are now sixth.
Real Betis, meanwhile, host

RAUL
against.-the de.
Sevilla are bottom and fad-

ing fast while Betis are hover-
ing just above the danger zor »

FIXTURES:

Saturday: Barcelona v Real
Madrid

Sunday: Alaves v Atletico
Madrid, Athletic Bilbao v
Malaga, Real Betis v Sevilla.
Deportivo La Coruna v Mal-
lorca, Espnayol v Rayo Valle-
cano, Numancia v Valencia,
Racing Santander v Real So-
ciledad, Real Zaragoza v Celta

Vigo, Real Valladolid v Real
Oviedo

his
ad to keep on clock-

oints we
will be even lurther ahead of el-

third and

neighbours Sevilla as both fight

Premiership preview

1.

# - -

LONDON, Feb 25:
Rumours concern-
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David Beckham
have becn rile fol-
lowing an alleged
bust-up with
Manchester United coach Sir
Alex Ferguson, reports AFP.

His omission from the squad
which beat second-placed Leeds
1-0 at Elland Road on Sunday
cast a shadow over United's vic-
tory. which stretched their En-
glish Premiership lead to six
points with 13 matches remain-
Ing.

But Beckham's performance
for England against Argentina
in the international friendly at
Wembley in midweek will make
it difficult for Ferguson to leave
out his influential star for a
potentially tricky trip to Wim-
bledon on Saturday:.

England were held to a 0-0
draw on Wednesday but Beck-
ham - playing a central role in
midlield alongside club team-
mate Paul Scholes and
Chelsea’s Dennis Wise - was the
orchestrator of most of Eng-
land's attacks and a constant
threat with his curling right-
looted crosses.

Argentinian Diego Simeone
- the man involved in the clash
which earned Beckham a World
Cup red card at France '98 and
who played at Wembley on
Wednesday - believes United
would be the biggest losers if the
midlielder was to quit English
football. -

With speculation reaching
new heights over the future of
lthe midfielder, Simeone be-
lieves United can ill-afford to
let the flamboyant superstar go.

'He's a good player but his
private life is another matter,”
said the Argentinian.
“If he leaves Britain it will be
a huge loss for Manchester."
Ferguson is likely to patch
up his differences with Beck-
ham, who for now is likely to
remain a United player at least
until the end of the season.
Beckham will probably start
at Wimbledon given that United
are without the services of Re-
public of Ireland midfielder and
United captain Roy Keane and

1l 11l

ing the future &b,

pended.

United have a good record at
Selhurst Park. Ferguson’'s sicv
have lost there once in the last
11 games - in April 1994 when
Wimbledon won 1-0.

Leeds, meanwhile, will be
looking to close the gap on
United after losing to the Red
Devils last Sunday.

David O' Leary's young guns
visit the Riverside Stadium to

DAVID BECKHAM
take on Bryan Robson's Mid-
dlesbrough.

Boro are seventh from bot-
tom on 31 points, but wili be
buoyant after their 2-0 home

victory over Coventry last
Monday, which was only their

~second win in 15 matches.

The win relieved some of the
pressure on Robson, but with
Boro having won less than half
of their home games this sea-
son, Leeds could prove too
strong for the Wearsiders and
will start firm favourites.

Boro striker Brian Deane is
unlikely to be fit in time to face
his former club while Leeds
have Irishman Gary Kelly,
Norwegian Eirik Bakke and
Welshman Matthew Jones sus-
pended.

Former Chelsea defender
Michael Duberry could return
after serving a one-match ban.

Third-placed Liverpool do

ay reviiim

to MU foid

nalists Leicester, who take on
First Division Tranmere
Rovers in the Wembley show-
dowr,

Arsene Wenger's Arsenal
will be looking to secure their
first victory in February
against a resurgent Southamp-
tor,

Having lost to Bradford and
Liverpool in consecutive weeks,
the Gunners are now 12 points
behind Manchester United and
perhaps téo far off the gacd to
make a late title bid.

Former England boss Glénn
Hoddle has won both of his
games since taking over at
Southampton but this game
represents the toughest chal-

lenge so far to the new Saints
boss.

Urgently in need of defensive
cover, Hoddle was linked with
Celtic centre-back Alan Stubbs
this week with the south coast
club eager to maintain their
live-point cushion above the
relegation zone.

Chelsea, in fifth, entertain
bottom club Watford, who
surely are destined for the drop.

Graham Taylor's side are
rooted to the basement on 15
points, nine adrift of safety,
and with games running out the
Premiership newcomers' stay
in the top flight looks to be a
one-season affair.

Chelsea are unlikely to be in
charitable mood as they des-
perately need the points to
qualily for the Champions
League next season.

But Watford can take heart
from the fact that they defeated
Gianluca Vialli's team of inter-
national stars 1-0 back in
September, one of just four wins
they have recorded this season,

English Premiershi
matches on Saturday [kick-u?f
1500GMT unless stated):

Arsenal v Southampton,
Bradlord City v Aston Villa,
Chelsea v Watford, Coventry
City v Tottenham Hotspur,
Middlesbrough v Leeds,
Sheffield Wednesday v Newcas-
tle United, Sunderland v Derby,
West Ham United v Everton,

of character

losing a Wembley final - and

final against Leicester
Hen
Royle's

0 1o Nottingham Forest.
- He also tasted Wembley de-

feat in the 1994 FA Cup semi-
final when Manchester 8

tra-time equaliser which took
the tie to a replay - a match
Oldham eventually lost 4-].

Henry speaks from bitter ex-
perience when he explains
Wembley is the worst ground on
which to lose a football match.

“We did well with Oldham
but Tranmere have
lry 1o win it now.
there and perform well and
we do that we will have the
bonus of winning the Cup be-
cause Wembley is not a place for
IGS?I’S.“ he said,

It is great if you win but it {s
one of the worst places to be if
ruu lose. It has never been a

ucky ground for me but hope-
fully that will all change this
weekend.

‘I don't think the Tans will
ever forget this weekend. We are
going there knowing we can do
it and we want to give those

supporters somethi
g ng to shout

elcester, meanwhile, are
without veteran defender Steve
Walsh through suspension
while striker lan Marshall
misses out because of a ham-
string injury.

Martin O' Neill's side other-
wise report a clean bill of
health with Tony Cottee and
Steve Guppy in contention for
places in the starting line-up af-
ter recent injury lay-offs.

Leicester striker Emile Hes-
key, who was voted man-of-the-
match for England in an inter-
national friendly against Ar-
genti_na on Wednesday, now has

ranmere in his sights.

Heskey said: "I really en-
Joyed myselfl against Argentina,
and now | want to go back there
(to Wembley) with Leicester and
win the League Cup.

‘It's a busy time for me and
IS ironic that two of the biggest
games of my career should come
within the space of five days of
each other at Wembley,

1 took a bit of a knock to my
head but I feel okay and I'm re-
ally looking forward to my
third League Cup final. :

"For the first time we start as
favourites but we all know how
difficult this game is going to
be. Certainly, none of us will be
underestimating Tranmere."

Bonfrere blasts
Kanu,Babayaro

LAGOS, Feb 25: Nigerian na-
tional team coach Jo Bonfrere
has slammed international
stars Nkwankwo Kanu and Ce-
lestine Babayaro as "unprofes-
sional” for failing to return to
their English clubs on schedule,
reports AFP.

Striker Kanu plays for Arse-
nal while Babayaro stars for
Chelsea. Both failed to immedi-
ately rejoin their clubs after the
African Nations Cup final
which Nigeria lost to Cameroon
on February 13.

"What they did was not good
for Nigeria,” the Dutchman told
reporters here Thursday.

"Their attitude was unpro-
fessional. They should be pun-
ished. The clubs may now have
reason not to release them any-
time we seek their release,” he
said.

Arsenal had launched a hunt
for the Kanu before he eventu-
ally joined them on Wednesday,
while Babayaro claimed he was
trapped by religious riots in
Kaduna.

Both players are now back in
England.

Aghahowa
doubtful for
Olympic tie

LAGOS, Feb 25: Julius Agha-
howa, Nigeria's super-sub dur-
ing the Alrican Nations Cup, is
doubtful for the Ogrmpi(‘ quali-
fier against Uganda on Satur-
day, reports AFP,

‘I am nursing a nagging pain
in my thigh but doctors have
been working on it", said Agha-
howa, who scored three goals

Watson takes
Canada to
final

LOS ANGELES, Feb 25: A
stellar performance by Cana-
dian keeper Craig Forrest and a
goal from Mark Watson lifted
Canada into the final of the
Gold Cup Thursday with a 1-0
win over Trinidad and Tobago,
reports AFP,

The Canadians will meet
Colombia in Sunday's final at
Los Angeles Memorial Coli-
SEUI.

Walson scored Iin the 65th
minute, Bul Forrest was Ll (rue
hero ol the matceh, his acrobatic

saves stopping at least six
Trinidad and Tobago scoring
chances, including one penalty
Kick in the 34th minute.
- Canada will be pia{ing in
the final of the Football Con-
lederation-sanctioned event for
the first time in four appear-
ances, The made it past the first
round on a coin-toss, having
finished the round tied with
Group D rivals South Korea on
points and goals for &end
against,

In the quarter finals tht‘.'_“;’
user aAc €Al “en 093

to stun defendiug champions

i Mexico 2-1.

it =
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e Watonrf (Na 13) has become the toast of his teammates after he has scored

England International Paul not play this weekend as the : o fo_r Nigeria in the biennial
. : : _ y Wimbledon v Manchester o .

SOLRERn AP, FIE SO et | wereglic to/pla¥ LeagueiBip B~ uinited e P e
CONCACAF Gold Cup

1

the winmng goal against Trinidad and Tobago in the semifinals of the CONCACAF Gold
Cup in Los Angeles on February 24.

— AFP photo

Tranmare's test

LONDON, Feb 25: Tranmere
Rovers midfield general Nick W
Henry knows what it feels like
lo experience the heartache of

does not want to revisit those
feelings in Sunday's Lcigue Cup
ity.

was a member of Joe
Idham side which up-
set the odds to reach the League

Cup final in 1990 only to lose |-

nited's
Mark Hughes netted a late ex-

ot to go and
e have to p%o
f

[ Serie A preview

ROME, Feb 25:
Juventus face a
stiff test in the
shape of Roma on
Sunday as the
Zebras bid 1o

' move further
ahiead of the fleld in the Serie A.
It Is a match neither team dare
lose, reports AFP.

Juve have relgning champi-
ons AC Milan breathing down
their necks three points behind
and could find themselves
overhauled should Milan win at
second-bottom Cagliari.

Roma have a double incen-
tive to claim a win in Turin. Not

only would they cut the gap on
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Juve's parsimonious defence
has boosted their cause as so far

last week and will feel ﬂf ’,
could snatch a draw hamgg -y

)

eded just 10 goals  ready picked up four away wing
it:: thﬂfiﬁ"gf The glub‘a :njakt l:in a solid season on their tray. ‘
ss comes in attack, with jus els. ey
ISI? goals scored to Milan and Lazl?rcsidcni Sergio Crag-
Roma's 48 aplece. notti claimed after the loss at

Milan that his side were still
well in the hunt, telling re-
porters in midweek: "The defeat
to Milan hasn't decided .
thing, IUs onl)r stopped lﬁo
momentarily,

Other matches see Par
face Florentina on Saturd
night while fifth-placed Inter
Milan, still having to survive
without Ronaldo, underg:ag
rehablilitation work in Brazil,

e &

Unbeaten at home to date,
Juve hope that French World
Cup-winning midfielder Zine-
dine Zidane will show the kind
of form he did for France In
midweek, when he was on target
in a 1-0 win over Poland.,

Coach Carlo Ancelotti in-
sisted that he was confident Ju-
ventus would not stumble in the
heat of the moment as they pre-
pare for one of their most im-
portant games of the season.

"We will not be handing out
any presents. A win at this stage
of the season counts double.
And Juve have always made the
important rendezvous on time,
I am very confident,” he in-

ZINEDINE ZIDANE
the leaders to two points but
they could also otentially
leapfrog city rivals Lazio. cur-
rently a point ahead of them.

Lazio are in action Saturday
afternoon at home to mid-table
Udinese.

With only seven points sepa-
rating the top five the destina-
tion of the 'Scudetto’ trophy Is
up for grabs.

sisted.

Juve have tasted only one de-
feat all season.

Roma are similarly not
short on confidence after un-
derlining their credentials by
thrashing Florentina 4-0 last
week.

Fabio Capello's side are
chasing a fifth away success
having lost three times on their
travels.

Roma will welcome back
playmaker Francesco Totti,
who missed the Fiorentina
match with Injury and will play
him just behind Vincenzo

Montella, fresh from last
week's hat-trick. '

~ Milan moved up to second
last week with a 2-1 success
over Lazio and should not trip
up against Cagliari.

Lazio have to get over that
defeat by securing three points

against Udinese at the Olympic
adium.

Udinese thrashed Bari 5-1

E‘.. ' N

MONTELA

meel third-bottom Venezia on
Sunday.

FIXTURES:

Saturday: Lazio v Udinese,
Parma v Fiorentina

Sunday: Reggina v Lecce,
Cagliari v AC Milan, Bologna v
Piacenza, Juventus v Roma,
Bari v Torino, Inter Milan v
Venezia, Perugia v Verona

_Bundesliga preview

BERLIN, Feb 25:
German title fav-
ourites and rei-
%ning champions

ayern Munich
could be the
victims of a Hou
dini act on Saturday as Eintra-
cht Frankfurt continue their
fight against relegation - a bat-
tle which looked lost until three
weeks ago, reports Afp.

Eintracht come to the

Olympic Stadium on the back of
three straight wins - which
have greatly increased the
club’s chances of staying up af-
ter a disastrous first half of the
season.

They are now within three

ints of fourth-bottom Hansa
ostock and are determined to
spoil Bayern's 100th anniver-
sary celebrations which start
this Sunday.
Bayern coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld has spent the week

mulling over injury problems-

as strikers Carsten Jancker and
Paulo Sergio are both set to
miss the clash with groin and
thigh problems.

Bayern are also coming to
terms with the fact that veteran
libero Lothar Matthaeus, now
the world's most-capped player
after his 144th appearance for
Germany in Wednesday's defeat

adrift of Bayern and who lost 4-
1 earlier this month to the lead-
ers, host Hertha Berlin, cur-
rently eighth but still in with a
chance ol a UEFA Cup spot hav-
ing last season made the Cham-
pions League.

Hamburg, third and eight
points off the pace, meet
Kaiserslautern, a place below
them, on Saturday looking to
recover from last week's defeat
in Berlin.

Former European champi-
ons Borussia Dortmund are,
meanwhile, struggling to keep
their big names after a disap-
pointing campaign which sees

Bayern face on song Frankfurt

the best midfielders in Europe,
sald he wanted Moller to con-
centrate on getting over injury
problems and then prove his
worth.

Lehmann has. for his part,
blasted a hard core of fans for
constantly criticising his per-
formances.

‘I don't whistle at them,”
said Lehmann sniffily.

FIXTURES:

Friday: Arminia Bielefeld v
SSV Ulm, Hansa Rostock v SC
Freiburg

Saturday: Werder Bremen v
VIL Wolfsburg, MSV Duisburg v
VIB Stuttgart, Hamburg SV v
Kaiserslautern,
erkusen v Hertha Berlin, Bay-
ern Munich v  Eintracht
Frankfurt

Sunday: Borussia Dortmund

v Munich 1860, Unterhaching v

Schalke 04

Scottish preview

Rangers to miss

Amoruso

GLASGOW, Feb 25: Rangers
captain Lorenzo Amoruso will
be missing against Dundee on
Sunday as his teammaltes seek

Bayer Lev-.
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by Holland, is just a fortnight
away from his move to New
York/New Jersey Metrostars.

A possible replacement
could be 21-year-old Croat Igor
Biscan of Dynamo Zagreb, who
would want some 5 million dol-
lars for the player,

But the evergreen Matthaeus
hinted Thursday that he might
be back one day.

'l can imagine coming back
to the Bundesliga again. Why
not?” said Matthaeus in an in-
terview with Kicker magazine.

Eintracht coach Felix Mag-
ath will have to make do with-
out defender Jens Rasiejewski,
who has a broken hand.

Chinese iInternational
striker Chen Yang is doubtful
with a knee injury.

Magath was pessmistic but
realistic in his assessment of
the match.

"Anything other than a de-
feat would be a sensation," he
told reporters.

Second-placed Bayer Lev-
erkusen, who are five points

to stretch their Premier League
lead, reports AFP.

The Ibrox skipper and man-
ager Dick Advocaat have con-
ceded defeat in the quest to have
the Amoruso in the side and
now the target is to have him fit

for a vital series of matches in
March. :

A second scan on the ankle
injury Amoruso suffered last
week in the match with St
Johnstone at McDiarmid Park
in Perth has revealed minor
cartilage damage.
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LOTHAR MATTHAEUS

them currently ninth.

TR

Both goalkeeper Jens
Lehmann and midfield veteran
Andreas Moller are mulling
over their futures and Moller.
whose contract runs oul at the
end of the season, has heard
nothing about an extension.

"First they wanted Ciriaco
Slorza and Dietmiar Hamann
for my position then Evanil-

Rangers have the chance to
increase their lead over Celtic
to 11 points with their arch-ri-
vals finding themselves with-
out a match this weekend as
their scheduled opponents

3

Motherwell are on Scottish Cup
son. so a place could become : :
available for Lars Ricken in duty against Ayr United.
central midfield. The implica- FIXTURES (kick-off
tions did not pass me by, " 1500GMT unless stated):

Moller told

Nachrichten daily.
Coach Bernd Krauss, who

says he rates Moller as one of

the Ruhr

Saturday: Aberdeen v Hiber-
nian, Hearts v Kilmarnock, St
Johnstone v Dundee United

Sunday: Dundee v Rangers
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