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THE QTH INTCRNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

SArE COMMUNITIES

FEBRUARY 26-28, 2000

Institute of Child and Mother Health

Matuail, Dhaka.
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—— SAFE COMMUNITIES

Dr. M Q-K Talukder
Director and Professor
Institute of Child and Mother-Health
Matuail Dhaka 1362.

The 9th International
conference on Safte
Communities 1s being
held in the Institute of

Child and  Mother
Health during 26-28
February 2000. Over

the last 8 years, Safe
Community Confer-
ences have been held

annually 1n different
countries namely -
Sweden, UK, Norway,
Canada, Australia,
South Africa, Nether-
lands, and Austna.
Various new themes

were addressed In
each conference 1n the'
past. This 1s the first
time that such a con-
ference 1s being held
in a developing coun-
try particularly in the
Asia Pacific region.

Concept of  Safe
Community
In broad terms Safe

Community 1S one
where people live 1n
safetvy and security.
Sate Community can
be defined in different

ways. However, the
most appropriate
definiion 1s to Dbe
given by the people

living in the commu-
nity. The 1deas and
thoughts of Safe
Community profes-
sionals based on
studies and research
are briefly described
here. The Safe Com-
munity professionals
have been working in
this field over the last
two decades. At he
beginning, preventing
INjuries in a commu-
nity was regarded as a
Safe Community.
Gradually other social
and health problems
have been included in
the Safe Community
Concept, for example,
injuries resulting from
international and
unintentional events,
drowning, fire, poi-
soning, violence
against women and
child abuse.

Safety Situational in
Bangladesh

Numerous  fatalities
and injures take place
frequently in our soci-

ety. All 1dentifiable
Safe Community re-
lated problems also

prevail in our country,
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In addition, there are due to 1njures, par-
problems peculiar fo ficularly from drown-
Bangladesh such as 1ng.

acid throwing, extor- Studies have shown
tion, and poisoning that 19.3% deaths of
form drnking locally women aged 15 to 24
made poisonous liq- vyears were caused by
uor. Injury ranks 8th fatal injurif-*-; About
as a cause of death in  half (49.8%) of the
this country. A recent surgical beds in a
study highlighted district hospital were
that, in the 1-5 }’FHI"S ()(“(‘Llp-i(’.'(l | b}' iI'ljllI"}'
age group about one patients. Road acci-
quarter of deaths are dent fatalities  ex-
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pressed in death per

10,000 vehicles are
much higher in
Bangladesh 1e. 85

deaths per 10,000 ve-

hicle compared with
for example Norway, 2
deaths per 10,000 ve-
hicles. From this short
description it is clear
how grave the situa-
tion of safety is i this
country.

The 9th interna-
tional Conference

Tt & 9th International
Conference on Safe
Community aims to
discuss how to apply
the research findings
to promote the devel-
opment of Safe Com-
munities. The theme
of the conference is
‘Setting Child Safety
Priority Within a safe
Community Frame-
work".
discussion
lence ag

child

are V1O-
ainst women,
abuse, road
traffic accident,
drowning, and work
place injuries.

The main objective of
the Conference 1s to
develop Safe Commu-
nity programmes
based on scientific
analysis. Which will in
turn reduce morbidity
and mortality from
road traffic accident,

violence, terrorism,
child abuse and
drowning.

How to develop Safe
Community in
Bangladesh

In order to establish a
Safe Community, ac-
tion programmes and
their 1mplementation
are needed under the
commitment of the
Government. However
strategies for imple-
mentation of such ac-
tion programmes
should be based on
research outcome of
professionals.

In creating awareness
among the people. The
role of professionals &
media are paramount.
[t is of utmost impor-
tance that people In

‘the community should

come forward to ad-
dress the problems
and mitigate them
through the Govern-
ment and other agen-
cles.

o e S b B o

e — B o

HHEHIE

; :'2.‘.’ i .rla 11* ..... ;.i!i.#ii:i:;: ::;I‘:!:ii‘ i ii;lli?

g a s, = -8 e

Other areas of
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SETTING CHILD SAFETY PRIORITY WITHIN A
SAFE COMMUNITY FRAMEWORK
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