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‘Bomb blast in bus kills

democratisation in Nigeria

- 32 in Philippines

QZAMIS. Philippines, Feb
25; At least 32 people were
killed and scores injured when
a bomb exploded today in a bus
traveling on a ferry in the
southern Philippines, officials
and witnesses said, reports AP.

- Bus driver Mario Labour
said the bomb, which was
planted lour seats behind him,
exploded as the ferry was about.
20 meters from the pier at Oza-
mis port. ' >

At least 50 badly bumed vic-
tims were taken to various
hospitals. said Morpheus Agot,
a member of the Misamis Occi-
dental provincial board.

A Catholic church-run radio
station, DXDD, quoted an ama-
teur radio operator a8 reporting
that a second bomb exploded In
another bus owned by the same
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| by injection after Gov George W
rejected her claim that she killed her fifth husband in self-
;'e eve, AP reports from Huntsville,
On Thursday. Betty Lou Beets became the fourth woman to be -
executed in the United States since the Supreme Court in 1976
-allowed the death penalty to resume. She was also the second
woman executed in Tcy?s since the Civil War ended in 1865. She
ﬁvr no final statemeril as she lay strapped to the death cham-
r gurney, She made no eye contact with the victim's family,
but smiled at relatives on her side.

Accident claims 9 in Vietnam: eicven

people were killed and nine others were seriously injured when
a lruck crashed head-on Into an overloaded minibus in the
southern central coastal province of Khanh Hoa. a local police
rts from Hanol,

All of the dead and eight of the injured were in the minibus.
while the truck driver also survived
ternoon, officer Pham Minh Lam said.

2 militants executed in E

€ egypt
has executed two Muslim extremists who had beén conviclegy of
mnsurgency and extradited from
Thursday. AP reports from Caire.
[brahim el-Naggar and Ahmed Ismail Os-
man el-Saleh were executed in a Cairo
officials said, speaking on condition of anonymity. El-Naggar
and el-Saleh belonged to the militant Jthad group.

Vietnam to free 12000 prisoners:

Vietnam's President Tran Duc Luong has approved a directive
to 12,000 prisoners on the anniversary of the
end ol the Vietnam War in April and on Independence Day in
rts from Hanoi. -
bour) newspaper said MGnaiiFned the
ay and prisoners would be rele

their sentences reduced on Victory Day on April 30 and Na-
tional Independence Day on September 2. It was unclear if any
dissidenils would be benefit from the amnesty. Officials were

company in Rizal town In
neargy anbnﬂnga deal Norte

province, injuring an undeter-

mined number of passengers.
Provincial police utﬁﬁ_clals

could not immediately be
reached to confirm the report.

Witnesses on the pier said
passengers on the ferry, which
carried about 20 vehicles,
junm{‘d into the sea in panic af-
ter the blast,

The explosion triggered a
fire, which f[irefighters extin-

ished alter the skipper of the
‘fz:rry managed to dod?ctlt'lt ves-
sel. The ferry and seven vehi-

cles were damaged, wiltnesses

said.
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ersl h]l 2 In Italy: Cigarette

smuggles making a getaway at a southern Italian port rammed
their sports utility vehicle into customs officers’ car, killing
two officers and seriously injuring two others, AP reports from

The deaths en Thursday were ltaly's sixth and seventh over
pasl year in collisions with smugglers at the wieel, Dozens
Jhave been injured. In August. two newlywed
an armored van fleeing police knocked them off their motor

s were killed when -

— clied of serious burns.

Local officlals appealed over

radio stations for help Irom
burn speclalists since the cily
had none. They also asked for
help from the military to airlil
some of the burn vietims lo
larger cities.

The Las, owned by the Super
Five Express bus company,
originated in Cagayan de Oro

city In Misamis Occldental
province. It picked up passen-
vers along the way to Kolambo-

gan town in nearby Lanao deal
Norte province, where it
. boarded the ferry to cross
Pangil Bay to Ozamis, about 770
kilometers south of Mantla,

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the
bombing.

WASHINGTON, Feb 25: Re-
cent religious rioting in north-
ern Nigeria is complicating the
West African nation’'s transi-

tion o democracy, US Secre-

tary of State Madeleine Al-
hri;lz}ht said yesterday, reports
AFP. -

Albright said she and Nige-
rian President Olusegun
Obasanjo had spoken in the

ast ol the havoc ethnic and re-
Eginus violence could wreak on
reforms and (hat the United
States supported his approach
to dealing with It.

"We continue to be very con-
cerned about what is going on
and believe that this kind of
violence is counter to what
President Obasan_\n needs to do
in order to be able to take his
country through this important

~transition,” Albright told re-
porters.

International
'Religious riots complicate

We are tnlking to the Nige

rians and hope very much that

he (Obasanjo) Is oing to be able
to get control ol it because It cer
tainly Js the kind ol conflict
that complicates his work,” she
sald. : :

"We 51.:11?{;1"[ his overall ap-
proach to how he is dealing
with the very serious problems
in Nigerin,”

She noted that the situation
in the northern town of
Kaduna, where hundreds of hod-
ies were being collected Thurs-
day following this week's three
days of riots, had calned
somewhat.

The riots erupted Monday
during a demonstration by tens
of thousands of Christians
against demands by local Mus-
lims for the imposition of Is-
lamlc Sharia law In the state.

NEW DIELHI, Feb 25: Prime
Minister Atal Bihart Vajpayee's
governing coalition Friday ap-
peared cruising toward major
victories  in lwo key Indian
stales al the expense of main
wpposilion Congress party, re-
ports AP.

Staggered voting for the
elections in Bihar, Orissa,
Harvana and Manipur states
was held over the past one week.
The state elections are being
seen as the first major test for
Prime Minister ajpayee’s
right-wing coalition since it
was voled Lo power five months
ago.

The most spectacular gain
for Va|payee's Bharatlya
Janata Party (BJP) and the re-
gional ally. the Blju Janala
Dal, appeared to be in the east-

ern Orissa siale where the com-
bine tpoeared volsed to oust the
govern 't Coluoss parly

Vot.rs appeared to have
dumped he Congress party due
Lo ane:r  aver noor reliel work
during « cyclone last year that
killed more than 9,500 people
and left millions of poor vil-
lagers homeless.

The BJP and BJD were lead-
ing in 49 of 80 voling districts
from where voting trends were
available, according to Star
Television network. The gov-
erning Congress parly was
ahead in only 18 districts.

In Haryana, which adjoins
New Delhi state, the BJP's ally,
the Indian National Lok Dal,
was heading toward a viclory
on its own. The INLD and the
BJP were leading in 51 of 82

voling districts. The Congress
party was (railing in the third
position '

The BJP and the INLD will
thus be relalning power i
Harvana siate

Political rivals faced a keen
battlé in eastern Bihar state
where trends were avallable in
70 of the 324 voling districts.

The BJP and its allies were

leading in 29 voting districts,

overning Rashtriya Janata
al in 17 and the Congress
par’}y in seven districts,
he outcormne in Bihar stale
will decide the
of Laloo Prasad Yadav, whose
RJD has been iIn power for

~nearly 10 years in the stale.

The state is w'ldti{ consid-
ered o be the most lawless In
India,

— “—

Strike cripples

Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India, Feb 25: A
protest strike by Muslim sepa-
ratists against alleged state-
sponsored terrorism crippled
the troubled Indian state of
Kashmir loday, reports AFP,

Shops. banks, offices and
government institutions were
closed and civilian tralfic
stayed off the roads In Srina-
gar. the summer capital of the
state, as well as the rest of the
Muslim-majority Kashmir Val-
ley,

" The strike was called by the
Freedom Conlference, an amal-
gam of Cashmere Muslim sepa-
ratist groups and political par-
lies to protest against an alleged
increase In extra-judicial
killings by Indian troops.

Pilot error caused
crash of Kennedy
Jr's plane

WASHINGTON, Feb 25: Fed-
eral investigators have con-
cluded that July 16 plane crash
that killed John F Kennedy Jr,
his wife, Carolyn Bessette
Kennedy, and her sister was
caused by pilot error on his
part, Fox News Channel re-

orted on Thursday, reports
uters.

Fox quoted sources close to
the investigation as saying that
no mechanical problems had
been found with the single-en-
gine plane Kennedy was flying,
and investigators now believed
the crash was caused by his in-

rienice as a pilot.

The - National Transporta-
tion Safety Board is investigat-
ing the crashing which
Kennedy's Piper Saratoga-ll
plunged into the Atlantic Ocean

sachusetts, Killing all three
ple aboard, but has not re-
eased any findings thus far.

off Martha's Vinéyard. Mas- .
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Bangladesh Power Development Board

Invitation of Local Tender

I. Local sealed tenders are invited by BPDB Project Director, 18-Towns Power Distribution Project from renowned
manufacturers/agents for the procurement of equipments for 18-Towns Power Distnibution Project, as detailed

SL | Tender Enquiry | Description of aquipmdntfn.amriais Quantity Cost of tender | Tender recerving
No & date [ document and opening date
] PUR-Cox/PD- | a Good quality lAtest model 4 Nos Tk 15.03.2000
| BT/2000 1 window type air cooler, capacity 200V~
Dt 22.02.2000 l 1-S ton. made in Japan/USA.
| b.  Good quality latest model colour 2 Nos
l lelevision (20" size), made in
| Japan '
2 PUR-CZ/PD- | a Good quality Jatest model I No 100/- 15.03.2000
| 8T/72000 '| Photocopier machine, made in
Dt 22022000 | Japan

rd

A complete set of tender documents may be purchased by interested bidders from on submission of written

application to the undersigned and upon payment of non-refundable fee of taka as meantioned in column-5

above against the tender in the shape
Distnnbution Project, PDB, Dhaka.
3. A bid bond equivalent to 2.5% of the offered price shall be sub

of Bank Draft/Pay Order in favour of Project Director, 18-Towns Power
mitted with ténder.

3. Tender will be received in the office of the undersigned upto 11.00 AM and will be opened at 11.15 AM in the
prescribed date as mentioned in column-6 above in presence of the intending bidders or their representatives, if
any. Tender shall neither. be sent by post nor it will be sold on the opening day. Offer send by
Post/Telex/DHL/Fax will neither be received nor it will be accepted,

5 Due 10 unavoidable circumstances selling & receiving date shall be shifted to immediate next working day.

Biddut/Jana-1442(5V/99-2000
GD-174

Project Director

I8-Towns Power Distribution Project

Ministry of Defence

PDB. Dhak

Directorate General Defence Purchase

- New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215

Re-Tender Notice

1. Sealed tenders in foreign currency are invited from bonafide manufacturers/

dealers/suppliers/indentore (enlisted firms in DGDP) for supply of the following
tems for Bangladesh Navy.

SI Name of items & gty Dateofseling . | Date of | Currency | Tender no.

ho From “To | Opening |

1 Spares for Decompression 05032000 30032000 02042000 F/C 6341/NP-2

Chamber(Qty-13 U1) / :
2  Spares for Upper Deck DG 05032000 30032000 02042000 F/C 6342/NP-2
- (Q(ty-58 L) 94

3 Spares for Diesel Generator 05032000 30032000 02042000 F/C 6343/NP-2
(Qty-120 L) | '

4 Spares for Caterpillar Main 05032000 30032000 (2042000 F/C- 6344/NP-2
Engne ’

(Qty-63 L)

5 Various sizes of Rope Manilla 05032000 30032000 02042000 F/C 6346/NP-3
(Qty-30 Coil) |

6 Spares for Diesel Generator 05032000 30032000 02042000 F/C 6347/NP-2
(Qty-12 L) |

7 SQp;res for Ruston Diesel Engine 05082000 30032000 02042000 F/C 6349/NP-2
(Qty-281 L)

2 Tender schedule with detailed specifications/conditions will be available on payment
as per I/T selling rate (not refundable) during office hours between 0800 hours to
1300 hours. The tender can be dropped latest by 1000 hrs and opened at 1005 hours
on the specified date of opening in the presence of tenderers (if present).

ISPR /Misc/2000/160 ' '

DFP-3842-20/2 Lt Commander BN

(G-331 for Director General.
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Cuba won't pull targeted
diplomat back from US

HAVANA. Feb 25: Marking
an important date in Cuba’s in-
dependence fight, a senlor com-
munist official defiantly de-
clared that a Washington-based
diplomat targeted for expulsion

will remalin In the United
States as long as possible, re-
ports AP.

Despite US allegations of
spying, the diplomat, Jose lm-
peratori, has done nothing
wrohg, Ricardo Alarcon. the
president of Cuba's National
Assembly, sald Thursday.

THe will remain."” sakd Alar-
conl, who is President Fidel Cas-
tro'’s top official on Cuba-US af-
fairs. "We have not pulled him
back and we are not going to
pull him back.”

Alarcon challenged US State
Department officials to "pre-

sent their alleged prool” and to
'not fear debate' on the maltter.
“They have the chance to
rectify and ask for
forgiveness,” Alarcon sald.

In Washington,
Immigration and
Naturalisation Service
spokeswoman Maria Cardona
sald that, if the diplomat has
not left the United States by
1:30 PM EST Saturday, "the ap-
propriate agencies wii”l take ap-
propriate action as necessary.”

he would not say what that
action might be.

Uus

State Department officials
sald earlier that Imperatori's
diplomatic immunity could be
terminated if he was not re-
called. making him subject to
US law and possible arrest.

Philippine volcano
~1n lull but danger
of blasts remain

LEGAZPI, Philippines, Feb 25:
A day after unleashing 14 blasts
that shook nearby towns, the
Philippines' Mayon wvolc ino
appeared to have fallen q .iet
today, but scientists warned the
danger of flerce eruptions re-
mained, reports Reuters.

About 30,000 villagers have
fled their homes on the slopes
on Mayon after the volcano
erupted on Thursday, hurling
rocks and clouds of ash 10 km
into the sky, blotting out the
sun and darkening towns.

"One day of relative quiet is
not an assurance that the dan-
ger Is over," vulcanologist Ed
Laguerta told Reuters.

“It does not mean the vol-
cano is quieting down. There
can be more explosive erup-
tions, bigger or smaller” "

L

Tl Dhaily Star 5
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Major Indonesian military
reshuftle in the offing

JAKARTA., Feb 25: The In-
donesian miktary is planning a
major reshuflfle involving at
least 44 senior officers, but the
changes have yet to be approved
at the highest levels, a senlor
officer was quoted as saying to-
day, reports AFP.

There is a sort of tug-of-war
going on in the army over who
gets what,” Lieutenant General
Suaidi Marasabessy, the army
chiefl of general affairs, said.

Marasabessy, speaking to
reporters at the armed forces
headquarters in the city of
Cilangkap in East Java, de-
clined to speculate on a date
when the changes would be an-
nouncec.

He said that what was cer-
tain was that the head of the
powerful Army Strategic Re-

serve Command (Kostrad)
would be replaced, the Jakarta
Pos! reported.

The commanders of Central
Java, the riot-torn Maluku Is-
lands and remote Irlan Jaya

rovince would also be changed,
1e sald, but insisted the reshuf-
fle was "nothing to do with any-
thing political.”

Consulting President Abdur-
rahman Wahid. as supreme
commander of the armed
forces, was imperative before
the changes were finalised, he
said.

AP adds: Indonesia’s frail
President Abdurrahman Wahid
missed work today for the sec-
ond day in a row, aides said.

"He was ordered to stay in
his room by the doctors, “ said
one palace official.

|

India’s "Bandit Queen” turned parliamentarian Phoolan
Devi (R) shouts anti-BJP slogans as she sits with other
MPs in the main entrance of the federal parliament in
New Delhi Friday to protest an alleged rise in police
atrocities in the northern state of Uttar Pradesh. Devi, a
lower-caste Hindu woman, became one of the country's
most-wanted outlaws after she was gang-raped by higher-

caste Hindus whom she later killed in reprisal.
($

— AFP photo

All parties must disarm
says Sinn Fein leader

WASHINGTON, Feb 25: Sinn
Fein leader Martin McGuinness
sald Thursday any successful
disarmament process in North-
ern Ireland must include all
parties to the conllict, includ-
ing Unionists who. he con-
tended, have upwards of
150,000 weapons at their dis-
posal, reports AP,

MacGuinness expressed {rri-
tation at a news conference that
the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) is often cited as the cause
for recent setbacks to the peace
process because it had not begun
turning in its weapons.

He said the 1998 Good Friday

Accords, which establish the
basis for peace in the province,
assert that it is the "collective
responsibility” of all partici-

pants to work ccoperatively to
achieve decommissioning, or
disarmament.

"People think that the only
guns that are causing problems
are the puns of the IRA," he said.

“We in Sinn Fein also have
concerns about guns,” he said.
referring to the weapons held by
the Unionists and the British
troops deployed in the
province.

McGuinness served as edu-
cation secretary of the local
sjovernment in Northern Ire-
and that was suspended by the
B future prospects for the pro-
cess, In his appearance, he used
such phrases as "deep crisis.”
"dire straits,” and "Huge gull of
mistrust” to described the situ-
ation.

Activists from "Citizens in Defence of Democracy” scuffle
with police during a demonstration near parliament Friday
" to protest against extremist Hindu organisations such as
the Rashtriya Swayyamsevak Sangh (RSS-national
volunteer corps) that are allegedly causing a polarisation

of Indian culture and communities.

The RSS has close

Ilinkﬂ with the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

— AFP photo

| mously approved

US Senate targets Russia

over arms sales to Iran

WASHINGTON, Feb 25: The
US Senate on Thursday unani-
) legislation
designed to punish Russia and
other countries if they help Iran
develop weapons of mass de-
struction, reports Reuters.

In \a move many senators
hope will aid reformers who
won a big victory over hardlin-
ers in Iran's parliamentary
elections last week, the Senate
voted 98-0 to hand President
Bill Clinton's administration
the discretionary authority to
impose sanctions on any courn-
try that supplies nuclear, bio-
logical or ngmical weapons
equipment or technology
Tehran.

)

The US House of Representa-
tives last year overwhelmingly
approved similar legislation,
aimed at prodding the Clinton
administration toward a r ore
aggressive stance on Russian
weapons iUnml1!'1*:'*1'&tirm to Iran

The Clinton administration
said it thought the new legisla-
lon was unnecessary.

"We believe we have all the
tools we need to address the
problem of proliferation to
[ran, and we've demonstrated in
previous cases that were pre-
pared to impose penalties on
violators. So, we believe addi
tional legislation is not neces-
sary. David Leavy, spokesman
for the White House National

Security Council, told the news
agency.

Bipartisan support for the
legislation grew out of Republi-
can criticism of the adminis-
tration's Russia policy and in-
telligence reports that Russian

—

firms. scientists and academics

are top providers of sophisti-

cated weapons technology and
materiel to Iran

Yet the bill was passed amid
hopeful signs of a possible eas-
ing of tensions between Wash-
ington and Tehran after the
iranian reformists’ election
victory. which is expecied to
bring many pro-reform politi-
cians ‘0 power.
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Invitation for Bids
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gxchange for the rehabilitaion of SCADA of BPDS a

The Bangn?adesh Power t)evehpmm Board (BPDB) now invites sealed bids from eligible international bidders for compiele

design, erﬂ\gm eerin
basis for Reh

PDB at Chitlagong.

manufacturing, supply, defivery of the site, construction, erection, testing and commissioning on tm-xey
iitation of SCADA ol

All works under furn-key contract shall be completed with a time period of 14 (fourteen) months from the dals of signing of

contract.

Interested bidders may obtain further information from the office of the Director of Purchase, Bangladesh Power Development
Board, 9th floor, WAPDA Building, Motijheel C/a, Dhaka, Bangladesh

A complete sel of tender documents will be available for purchase by any. intending

bidder with effect from February 27, 2000

on the submission of a written application 1o the Director, Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (Sth floor), Motiheel C/A,

Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Tk. 10,000/00 (Taka len

thousand) only in the form of

Pay Order/Demand Draft favouring the "Director, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh.”

Interested bidders should viag S and out stalions site. The L‘ﬁdd&fs are recJestad to contact ™he
Superintendent Engineer (O4M) Caole, tro {East) at Biddyu| Bhaban (3rd floor), Agrabad C/A, Chittagong
for obtaining the necessary p to visit the abovn-mentioned sites

A two-stage biddi gdt:edure will be foliowed: _ | _

(a) The first stage b will consist of Technical Bid including data sheet, catalogue and all information as required without any
reference o pnces

(b) The second stage bid shall be submitied in one envelopa and shall consist of Financial Bid

(1) The Financial Bid will be invited from the technically responsive bidders.

Al first stage Technical Bids must be delivered to the Director Purchase, Bangladesh Power Deve nt Board, WAPDA
Building (9th fioor), Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh not later than 11.00 AM local time on the day of Apni 10, 2000 and
will be opened immediately thereafter in presenca of the bidders' representatives, if any

Second-stage bids in one envelope shall be received in the above office at the date and time o be announced when second
stage bids are inviled from the technically qualihed bidders.

All first stage bids mus! be a nied by bid security equivalent to USS 10,000 (US dollar fen thousand) only in the form_ Of
an irrevocable and unconditional Bank Guarantee issued in favour of "BPDB" by a scheduled bank in Bangladesh or a foreign
bank duly endorsed/ authenticated by a scheduled bank in Bangladesh.

Bidders may discuss with the SEOM Melra (East), Chittagong for clarification if any. T
Tender shall neRther be sent by post nor it will be sold on the opening day. Offer send by PostTelex DHL/Fax will neither be

received nor it will be accepted. :
Biddut/Jana-1444 (5)/99-2000 Director, Purchasa
Bangladash Power Development Board.
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GD-175

Government of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD E/M Division No-lV, Dhaka

Notice Inyiting Tender
No-70 (1999-2000)

Sealed cover tenders are invited in Bangladesh Form No. 2911 for the above-mentioned wgrk
from the enlisted PWD 1st class (combined), class-1 (E/M) and class-II (E/M) contractors havin
valid 'A' 'B''C'/ 'B' 'C’ classes of "Contractory” & "Supervisory" licenses. Tender will be receiv
in the tender box kept at the office of the Executive Engineer, PWD E/M Division No-IV/V/VI,
PWD Eden Bldg Division, Dhaka on 8/3/2000 up to 12:00 Noon and the tEI]d:EfS will be opened
on the same date on 12:30 PM in presence of the bidders who may like to remain present. Earnest
money @ 2% (two per cent) of the total estimated cost is to be furnished along wit thehtendeni_ in
the form of CD/BD/PO/SDR fsom any scheduled bank of Bangladesh in favour of the "Executive
Engineer, PWD E/M Division No-1V, Dhaka.”

Name of work : Replacement & renovation of old, unserviceable

electric fitting, fixture wiring etc. in 2-storied no. 20
Kotwali Hostel Bldg. at Tati Bazar, Sir
Salimullah Medical College, Dhaka (1999-2000).
Tk. 1,38,982/-

Tk. 2,780/-

20 (twenty) days.,

Memo No -1423 Dated: 13/2/2000

Estimated cost
Earnest money
Time allowed for completion

of the work +

Tender form, schedule, terms & conditions etc. can be purchased from the office of the Executive
Engineer, PWD E/M Division No-1V/V/VI & PWD Eden Bldg Division, Dhaka during office
hours on cash payment of usual charges (non-refundable) up to 7/3/2000 last. Tender form can be
purchased by contractors or his/their authorised representative by showing necessary §
documents. ;

The competent authority reseryves the right to accept or reject or all the offers without
assigning any reason thereof.

Apurba Kumar Roy

tive
PWD E/M Division-1V,

DFP-3690-17/2 haka}
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