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Utilise the Respite at
e L]
Shahjalal Varsity
WE would have been amply delighted had the
_ syndicate decision to postpone the extremely
‘¢controversial decision about naming some

academic and administrative buildings of the

Shahjalal University of Science and Technology
- come earlier on. The tension prevailing on campus
- and in Sylhet for over two months psycliologically
- affected the rest of the country so much that they
- expected a thaw in it at the earliest. Unfortunately,
- despite a major shift in the syndicate’s position on
the issue, uncertainty still lingers over resumption
. of academic activities and, of course, about future
of several thousand general students — thanks to
the All-Party Action Committee (APAC)'s attitude
to have things on their terms.

Now that the syndicate has postponed its deci-
sion “as per the directive of Chancellor of the Uni-
versity, President Shahabuddin Ahmed” until
such time as the new senate considers the
nomenclature issue and makes a decision on the
matter, the rational response from the APAC
should have been to suspend all its agitational
programmes as well. As the election of teache:s’
representatives to the senate, scheduled for March
1. has been suspended sine die upon the closure of
the university, it is highly likely that status quo
would continue for several months, if not a year.
So, the syndicate's decision has agctually
brightened the prospect of an unhindered patch of
. | academic activities at the embattled university.
And clearly APAC's position has got in the way.
Throughout the disquieting episode, the student
committee has displayed a degree of intractability
in its approach that, more than anything else, has
closed options for any early resolution of the cri-
sis. Moreover, by resorting to intimidation and is-
suance of death-threats to certain members of the
faculty it only succeeded in reviving some of the
dark memories of 1971. That they have been
dubbed as ‘anti-liberation’ forces was only in-
evitable given their uncompromising stance.
However, the time has come to put the nightmare
behind. The syndicate has certainly shown far-
sightedness, greater understanding of the situation
| and, most importantly, commitment to the welfare
of the students. Now, the ball is in APAC's court
| and responsible behaviour from the leaders and
activists could only put an end to the stand-off
} once and for all. We expect concern for the future of
| so many students would get precedence over
l politicisation and the university would be allowed
to reopen and function without any further
| hindrance.

Reassurances from EU

! T is heartening to note that the European Com-
' mission (EC) will continue to give aid to

Bangladesh as before, only that it will be in the
1- form of cash rather than food-based. The reassur-
: ances came from Poul Nielson, EC Commissioner
for Development and Humanitarian Aid through
an interview he gave to The Daily Star prior to his
departure after a three-day visit here with a five-
member EC delegation. The EC provides around
| 100 million euro every year for development pro-
j jects under the Food-for-Work Programme and in
i the family planning, health, micro-credit and
3 communications sectors. And EC will give around
: 80 million euro in the next three years under food
‘ security project.

| There is every indication that the EC will iden-
; tify new areas of cooperation in consultation with
| the government of Bangladesh. The attention that
the EC Commissioner evinced in the Dhaka-based
International Jute Organisation's effectiveness is
welcome.

= These are all very positive signs from the EC.
| However, another important aspect of our rela-
| tionship with the EC deserves ta be underscored.
We hope the GSP will be extended to our garments
exports to the European Union beyond 2005. The
: exports to EU constitute 46 per cent of our external
[ trade in apparels. Let's draw the attention of the EC
|

|
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Commissioner to the fact that we need continua-
tion of such a facility until such time as we have
| developed backward linkages to the garments in-
1- dustry by way of beefing up local value addition to
a point of self reliance in the sector.

Good News

T HIS is indeed a good piece of news. The Vice-

Chancellor of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Medical University (BSMMU) has
% directed the hospital management committee to
| investigate the situation in its prison cell where
. = | quite a number of under-trial prisoners have been
J, - | staying for "suspiciously long periods”. There are
{
I

allegations of collusion with some physicians at
| the BSMMU. In the face of criticism the authorities
'@ took the tiny step of sending one of the prisoners
| back to the Dhaka central jail. But others are still
living at the hospital.

| However, we note with some satisfaction the fact
*. that the vice-chancellor has acted on the report
published in The Daily Star on February 16. We
thank him for responding to the allegations of
aberration highlighted by our newspaper. This
. | probe is expected to shed light on the dreadful as-
. | pect of political culture in which vested interests
' | bask. The members of the public will await its out-

. | eome with keen interest. When the report is readied
: i it should be made available to the press following

. | its submission before the government. We will then |
be able to keep track on the implementation of the
findings and recommendations of the probe com-

mittee.

Alongside we request the relevant authorities to
start looking into other hospital-cells whether
there are identical cases. And there is an urgent ne-

cessity for overhauling the prison management in
- | our country. I

L i ;
e i Tt o i --;T.-nl.-ﬂ.-l-ﬂ- S —

.---.L i -

HEN Zullikar Al
Bhutto was Pakistan's
Prime Minister in the

seventies, | asked him what his
country's ethos was. He did not
say Islam. By then the 90-per
cent Muslim Bangladesh had
seceded from West Pakistan, He
ar@ﬂ.led that the very existence of
Pakistan for 25 years gave its
ethos.

It is debatable whether the
mere length of time provides a

country with its ethos. | have no

quarrel with those who believe

so. But the characteristic spirit,

as of a people or institution,
constitutes ethos. It is an ideal,
universal quality.

present. Our ethos was firmed
up when the cuuntg was fight-
ing its batte for independence.
The national movement knew
no religion, no caste and no
language. It was a war in which
all participated with one pur-
pose: to throw out the alien
rulers. The ethos, the distinc-
tive feature of the struggle, was
togetherness, the spirit of un-
derstanding.

That was precisely the basis of
our constitution which, among
other things, enunciated in the
preamble:

“Liberty ol thought, expres-
sion, belief, faith and worship.”
Although India, after partition,
had some 82 per cent Hindus
inhabiting it, yet it did net de-
clare itself a Hindu country.
That was not the ethos. The
freedom movement Kept reli-
gion separate from politics. So
did the constitution and the
government under Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru,

Some who did not believe in
that ethos embarked on their

side-effect of nepotism.

The moment we negate
merit as the only touchstone for
selection, the seeds of
corruption are well and truly
sown. In developed countries,
democracy ensures selection,
appointment and/or ad-
vancement on the basis of
merit. Unfortunately, the worst
form of nepotism was practiced
by our "democrats" when in
power. Democracy is meant to
ensure that merit alone is the
arbiter of success but our
"democracy"” was not account-
able and when a system is not
accountable it is to be expected
that patronage will be rampant
on a wide-scale. Because of this
lack of accountability in third
world countries the situation is
perverse, democracies tend to
reward favourites, that in turn
makes the system tailor-made
for corruption. When any au-
thoritarian rule substitutes
democracy, the major reason
usually given is to stamp out the
nepotism and corruption. In the
initial euphoria ol correcting
wrongs, an authoritarian sys-
tem does fall back on merit.
Only when things settle in place
the client-patron relationship
takes over and thin%s go back to
being far worse than in any
democracy.

How have the institutions of
Pakistan been corrupted? Ma-
inly by installing favourites,
with our without merit, in
decision-making positions.
Those unworthy of selection
then proceed to run riot in the
institutions at all levels,
bending the rules to accommo-
date their favourites in turn, in
time the whole institution be-
comes rotten to the core. Lack-
ing ability or management ca-
pacity, those without merit
have as their primary aim and
function the lining of their own
pockets and/or living high at

C ORRUPTION is the main

the expense of the institutions. -

Obviously this cannot be done
without ensuring the appoint-
ment of hand-picked cronies in
key decision-making slots. A
r._}'cle of nepotism is created

I Ieel this is
what {s under attack in India at

Vajpayee’s Laxman Rekha

Maybe, Vajpayee does not want to join issue with the RSS. When he said that it

~was a cultural organisation
which he cannot go. What he does not

attitude clouds India’s ethos of togetherness and tolerance.

agenda to converl India into a

theocratic state from the day

the British left. But Mahatma
Gandhi’'s assassination at the
hands of a Hindu fanatic gave
such a jolt to the nation that ft
asserted itsell to regain the ter-
ritory which the commmunalists

had usurped. Hindu chauvinists

ran for shelter. India heaved a
sigh of relief for almost 45
yvears. For the last decade the

same people, who are opposed to

the country's ethos, have reap-
peared in the shape of different
outlits at different places. And
they are trying to undo the
country's sense of tolerance and

its composite culture. Liberty of

thought and expression, which
the constitution guarantees, is
their lirst target. The rumpus
they have created over the
shooting of film Water is a
warning given by them that
thev — and they alone — are the

custodians of Hindu cultur or
whatever they interpret. (Home

Minister L.K.Advani was a
party to the permission given to
the film.

¢ was reportedly
against a close scrutiny of the
script.)

How one wishes if the Hindu
zealots would concentrate on
the removal of ills in the Hindu
soclety, whether that of caste or
that of widows' death-like-liv-
ing? But lh%are not interested
in reforms. Their purpose is to

~convertl a secular state into a

conformist soclety, with their
own Interpretation of religion
and their own narration of

‘history. What defeats them is

the diversity of Hindu society,
its real strength., It is a sad
comment on the working of the
National Demaocratic lance,
which has 22 parties which do
not belleve in the BJP ideology.
But when the chips are down,
the writ of the Sangh parivar
runs, not theirs. They Fave

L]

, he probably indicate
reali

the two volumes when he had
authorised their publication.
History cannot be distorted to
suil the wishes of ruling parties
or personalities. But Human
Resource Development Minister
Murli Manohar Joshi does not
dappreciate the point. Nor do cer-
tain soclal forces which are try-
ing Lo chm'ﬁc the ethos of India,

oshl and the Sangh parivar
should realise that India's
ethos is not Hindutva. (In his
bio-data, one of the qualifica-

BETWEEN THE

———
——

LINES _

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

helplessly watched how some
persons at Varanasl got away
alter destroying the costly sets
of the proposed film. Again,
even the socialist-inclined par-
ties have seen how some others
at Delhi have got away with the
withdrawal of two history vol-
umes relating to the freedom
struggle. Some at the helm of af-
fairs, who were nowhere when
the war for independence was
fought, do not like the credit
;l_.!,iv;m to those wh participated
n i,

Chief Editor Gopal has rightly
questioned the withdrawal of

tions he has listed is his belfef
In Hindutva!) If some people at
some place can be worked up
some time, as it happened when
the Babri masjld was demol-
ished, it does not mean that
they have forsaken tolerance
for good. The heat generated
cools down quickly because
people are baslcal{y accorm-
modative and secular. This was
proved by the defeat of the BJP
in UP and Madhya Pradesh in
the assembly elections, which
were held in the wake of the
Babri mosque’s demolition.

Before the demolition. the

ated his Laxman Rekha, beyond
se 1s that the RSS or his equivocal

Muslims too showed thelr re-
pugnance to the frenzied pitch
they had been taken at the time
of the Shah Banu case where the
Supreme Court intervened to
grant the payment of mainte-
nance allowance to a divorcee,
The government leglslatcd to
circumvent the court’'s decislon.
Still once the emotions settled
down the Muslim community
realised the futility of convert-
ing the maintenance issue into
a religious warfare.

Communal poison, which has
been dripping into Indian poli-
tics — both Hindus and Mulsliél:s
are guilty — is destro ndi-
a's gthng. Leaders utyi trilﬁlerent
parties have taken communal-
ism into the mainstream of In-
dian politics. The result is that
the roots of tolerance are weak-
ening day by day.

Those believing in secularism
should have worked in the field
to Inculcate the attitude of kee})-
ing religion separate from poli-
tics. They were naive to think
that the poison to communal-
Ism would disappear the mo-
ment the country was free.
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, In-
dia’'s first education minister,
says In his book India Wins
Freedom that once the British
left, the differences between the
two communities would go. But
he realised after independence
that the problem was not so

simple. |

| visited Afghanistan in the
sixties to meet Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan, the Frontier
Gandhl. He said that when they
were fighting for freedom under
the leadership of Mahatma
Gandhi, they were confident
that after the departure of the
British, the issues they would
have to deal with would be eco-
nomic, not religious. He was
shocked to learn that Ahmed-
abad was the scene of commu-
nal frenzy.

Had he been alive today, he
would not have believed that
Gujarat, the BJP administered
state, is the laboratory of the
Sangh Parivar. Whether it is
the question of conversion or
that of membership of civil ser-
vants of the RSS, the experi-
ment is made In the state (o see
the reaction in the rest of the
country. The strategy is modi-
fled accordingly. is a
that Prime Minister Atal
harl Vajpayee, the only BJP lib-
eral, has not done so. He at
times makes you feel that what
BJP ideologue Govindacharya
has said Is correcl: Vajpayee |s
only « mukul (mask).

Maybe. Vajpayee does not
want to join issue with the RSS,
When he said that {t was a cul-
tural organisation, he probably
indicated his Laxman Rekha,
beyond which he cannot go.
What he does not realise is that
the RSS or his equivocal atti-
tude clouds India’s ethos of to-
getherness and tolerance. Tem-
porary advantage may be with
communal parties. Bul the na-
tion is sure to return to its ethos
— and repudiate what some po-
litical parties are doing to gain
power or to sustain it.

Correcting Wrongs?

In the face of business as usual, people will begin to ask, was Oct 12 necessary?
As an incurable optimist who believes that the present military regime has
sincere intent, one takes the Chief Executive at his word about our pointing out
possible mistakes which he would rectify. The functionaries of our military
regime must refrain from bending the rules to suit personal preferences, only
then will they go a long way in fostering the corruption they set out to

eradicate on October 12.

which deepens the corruption
psyche. Even il the person ap-
pointed without merit is not
corrupt, which happens from
time (o time. The lack of effi-
ciency, knowledge, experience,
managerial capacity, etc., en-
courages others down the line to
indulge in corruption, secure in
the knowledge that ignorance
and incompetence of their supe-
riors will prevent any discov-
ery, a built-in inferiority com-
plex preventing those in power

from exercising their authority
as it should be used.

Late Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
tried to briefly bring merit of
sorts into the selection process,
creating a "talent pool” base-’ on
extensive checking of qualilica-
tions and the testing of abili-
ties. This resolve soon faded out
in the need for rewarding polit-
ical favourites, a form of pa-
tronage perfected in vicious
form by every political gov-
ernment thereafter. Since the
PPP had nationalised indust
and business, the "talent pool"
was sorely needed so that pro-
fessional excellence would en-
sure continuity and profitabil-
ity. In the face oi political ex-
pediency, this experimert faded
out and we returned to a gross
form of nepotism. By putting
men (and sometimes women)
without merit in top slots in
government and ser.i-govern-
ment corporations, their ulti-
mate destruction as a viable
economic entity was ensured.

There is a vast difference in
the skill and dedication of en-
trepreneurs running their own

business and the expertise \nd
commitment of managers ip-
pointed mainly without merit.
Almost all the nationalised
units collapsed under the bur-
den of corruption and manafe-
ment. To this unmitigated dis
aster another yoke was added,
the over-staffing of units by

sSure on revenue streams.
Disaster became manifold
with the nationalisation of the
financial institutions. Whereas
corruption had previously re-
mained a product of c:ooked
managerial initiative in pro-
curement or sales in nation-
alised industry, the managerial
control of financial institu-
tions by the unscrupulous pre-
sented a unique opportunity of
Focketing hard cash by the
astest means, the giving over of
un-secured loans for dubious
purposes to dubious people --
eventually even writing off
these loans. Whereas "loar de-
fault" in any business is tc¢ be
expected, wilful loan default i.e.
those who took loans from fi-
nancial institutions without
any intention of ever paying it
back. became a common occur-
rence. Initially this was the
prerogative of political ap-
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pointees in the banking system,
professional bankers soon
Jained in wilfully, making the
delaults much more snp%lsti-
cated and difficult to investi-
gale.

Suffice to say that our na-
tionalised commercial banks

(NCBs) and development fi-

nance institutions (DFIs) were

the subject of virtual highway

robbery, the likes of Younus
“Habib. Younis Dalia etc becom-
ing bywords in the lexicon of
corruption in the sector. Most
of the NCBs and DFIs were
looted but Allied Bank (ABL)
went one better as the banking
professionals who took over
managerial control in the name
of "employee ownership” looted
this financial institution at
will. Each succeeding manage-
rial group in ABL outdid the
previous lot, the present Presi-
dent ABL and his friends, wa

past their retirement age, fid-
dling openly and with relative
impunity with employees
shares and the loan portfolio.
Since ABL had been "privalised”
in a controversial employee
stock option plan [E}SOP?. ABL
senior management remains
untouchable, outside the
purview of the Ministry of Fi-
nance. That shows up the

ada:_i_r_'gss.

DCC's tree

plantation plan

Sir, Why everything in our
country Is going on disorderly
and hastily? On 18 Feb, I woke
up in the morning by a clamour
ol 4/5 labours outside, each dig-

ging a spade-deep hole at inter-

vals all along the roadside in
Uttara. One of them informed
us that DCC had deputed them
for planting trees. I was puzzled
for a while and wondered was it
third week of May or February
when normally people make
such preparation to allow top-

soil, subsoll and fertiliser to in-

teract before planting in June!
But, it is now February and still
wintry weather, why then so
early action that Intrigued me.
It startled me again in the af-
fernoon w:sl after Jumma
Prayer), when the same group
reappeared with a van
mango and mahogany plants
and started
saplings each in one o ose
dug holes, This unusual way of

Elantatlun in public roadside is
ewildering too. First, in our

each year, trees are
normally planted in the first
week of June, and the Foresl
Department runs much public-
ity for that. DCC also follows
them. However, this year, it
started in February
any publicity. Secondly, to FH
best result, people plant alter
lew days of digging soll.
Thirdly, in one side of the road,
the saplings have been planted

cou ntl’f.

Just directly below the overhead

DESA power transmission line
not considering what will hap-
pen in future. Fourthly, it is

still winter and as dry summer

Letters for publication in'these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

ull of

stufﬂnF one
th

and without

is following, all evergreen
plants find hard time to sur-
vive, even with daily overhead
watering, and trees like ma-
hogany etc would certainlf{ re-
quire extra care. Who will en-
sure that? Besides, during dry
season loitering cattle are more
on the spree in search of tender
leaves of younger tree. Who will
drive them out day in day out
until the plants gain enough
height?

I hope the DCC has con-
sulted the Forest Department
for all this purposes.

A R Choudhury
Uttara - Dhaka

The president
deserves ap-

preciation

Sir, 1 thank our president
Shahabuddin Ahmed whole-
heartedly for his Insistings on
the exclusion of Gholam Azam
from the Jamat-e-Islami dele-
gation that sought an appoint-
ment with him to discuss the
PSA..

Undoubtedly the president
has shown the way.

Sayed Salahuddin Ahmed
Jahangtrmagar Unlversity

Change is the
order of the day

Sir, When it comes to Indi-
rect disservice to the country on
a large scale (damaging the es-
tablished clean Institution), the

oliticlans are second to none.
hey are ca?able. experienced
and practical in the art ol non-
transparency. Absolute power
corrupts absolutely, when

o s s

throug
US sources (D
duce 600MW of electricity.

combined with lack of trans-
parency.

BMA's embroiled activities
as revealed in the Daily Star
("We stand by our story”, the DS
rejoinder to the BMA rejoinder,
Feb 19) is further vindicated by
the DS editorial, calling for a
top to the politicisation of the
professional bodies and labour
unions by the political parties.
Discipline cannot be main-
tained through moral violation
by the leaders.

-, Today, the country is inter-
nally divided, due to bipolar
politics. In the time of need,
real leaders cannot be found
and party comes before the
country. This is a typical atti-
tude in the developing coun-
(ries.

What is the punishment for
bad politics? The peoples’ ver-
dict. The way the opposition is
treated by the ruling party
(generally speakinglis a clear
indication that it will take a
long period for the country to
take ofl (speaking from the de-
velopment angle).

We are short of the right type
of leaders. This is not surpris-
ing, judging from the fact that
the world is also short of global
leaders who can rise above the
occasion, and deliver the goods.

Here in Dhaka we seem to
need an overall change of polit-
ical leadership. at the earliest
possible. to save the country

and not to save the politicians

who cannot deliver.
A Husnain

Dhalka

Why revive
nuclear power

generation?
Sir, It is disturbing to read a

news report about the possibil-
itr of reviving the Rooppur nu-
cig

ar iner statlon project
1\ a 20-year accord with
Feb 21), to pro-

According to International

reports, setting up of new nu-
_clear power plants is on the de-

cline all over the world, al-

though the technology on safety
and other factors might have
improved. The reasons being
the scare of accidents and the
disposal of the radioaclive
wastes anywhere in the uni-

verse. Japan is the latest victim
of such an accident due to hu-
man error, and UK has been de-
famed through a scandal in the
shipment of radioactive mate-
rials.

In Bangladesh, the mainte-
nance over a long-term period
may be subject to hazards, es-
pecially due to human factors.
Bangladesh is said to be float-
ing on underground gas; and the

rospect of linding more gas is
right. Once the gas supply and
demand position is known pos-
itively for the next 50 years, it
will be time for looking at al-
ternative sources of power sup-

ly. |

2 ylt is true that availability of
additional 600MW of electricity
will make it easier to export
gas, as the foreign investors de-
sire. But all that can be said at
this moment is for the govern-
ment not to hurry and to exam-
ine all options and implica-
tions carefully and transpar-

ently before final commitment

Alif Zabr
Dhaka

Voting right

Sir, There is this provision
that the voter ID card holders
can only vote at their selected
arcas where they reside
presently. However, there is no
provision or clear Indication
that whether these voters could

be able to vote at their perma-
nent address with the same 1D
card or not.

This requires clarification
so that we, the voters can vote
from any of the two place, ei-
ther from the permanent or the

present address.

Dr. M. A. Khaleque
Savar, Dhaka \

dilemma of Shaukat Aziz as
Finance Minister in stark re-
llef, is he master of his own
house or does he find it more
expedient to pander to moti-
valed interest, bending with the
wind?

Earlier the man who has
been adjudged as Pakistan's
biggest tax evader was taken on
the Economic Advisory Board
(EAB). He was labelled as a bud-
ding entrepreneur! Another

_ case in point, the rumour of the
Cimminent .
" * Chairman NDFC. The man sup-
" posedly earmarked for the slot

appointment

is a classmate friend of a couple
of eminent personalities in the
senior hierarchy of the present
military regime. Finding his
banking career going nowhere
in 1991, he opted into business
in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), managing a textile unit
as a shareholder partner. This
textile factory went into default
because of bad management
practices and questionable fi-
nancial decisions. UAE is not
as friendly to crooked practices
(and bankers) as Pakistan. In
an amicable settlement the
NDFC hopeful was cautioned
not to darken Dubai’s doorste

ever again. For reasons benea

one's dignity to disclose, this
man was rehabilitated as a
banker in 1998, It is mind-bog-
gling that an independent deci-
sion-maker like Shaukat Aziz,
who does not owe his present
position to anything but merit,
would allow such episodes to
take place under his nose, but
then %t has not shown any re-
sistance in refusing to employ

as advisors "honest people of

integrity”. One does not believe
that the "friends” in uniform of

the NDFC hopeful would allow

ot -

such an aberration to take place
if they were aware of the real
facts. however whenever rec-
ommending a friend it is in-
cumbent on them to lean over
backwards to ascertain the

facts before trying to foist such

an abnormality on a major
DFI.

Other than the direct conse-
guences of appointing someone
without merit to such a post,
which is tantamount to foster-
ing corruption, the indirect
consequences are also many. It
demoralises those with merit
but without influence, causing

frustration, apathy and loss of

efficiency in their service to the
institution. In the general pub-
lic it spreads dissatisfaction be-
cause of the variance belween
word and deed. after all the

military regime’'s entire success

is based on the public believing

its sincere intent. If members of

the senior hierarchy are per-
ceived by the masses at not
practicing what they collec-

tively have been preaching as'a
© regime, the intelligentsia -will#
be sceptical about their intent
and fair play, without that solid

credibility no system can ever
succeed. As such the military
regime must be like Caesar's
wile, what to talk of doing
wrong, they must not be seen to
be doing wrong.

Unless we make every ap-
pointment on snerit and merit
alone in the government and
semi-government corporations,
particularly in financial insti-
tutions, we shall have cause to
wonder if things are really dif-
ferent after Oct 12? In the face
of business as usual, people will
begin to ask, was Oct 12 neces-
sary? As an incurable optimist
who believes that the present
military regime has sincere in-
tent, one takes the Chief Execu-
tive at his word about our point-
ing out possible mistakes which
he would rectify. The func-
tionaries of our military regime
must refrain from bending the
rules to suit personal prefer-
ences, only then will they go a
long way in fostering the cor-
ruption they set out to eradicate
on October 12. Unless one can
control one's urges towards
nantlsm, we shall never be
able to control corruption.
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Enforcement of A:
Attitude Counts

Arshad Mahmud

The controversial Public
Safety Act is now in force. It's,
of course, too early to say
whether the act will reduce
crime in the country. But what
is certain though is that unless
the law is applied uniformly, it
is most unlikely to have the de-
sired impact, And one doesn't
need to be a Harvard law school

graduate to know that,

spected President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed to shun loan

defaulters and boycott them so-

cially. the PM invariably al-

lows one of the owners of the big
defaulting house to join her on
her loreign jaunts.
Elal accused in the high-profile

e princi-

umayun Zahir murder case

who returmed home from self-
imposed exile only after the
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Experiences show that de-
spite public pronouncements of
our leaders the law is never al-
lowed to take its own course —
especially, when it comes to
white collar thugs and crimi-
nals masquerading as politi-
cians and businessmen with
clout. At a recent OCAB news
conference, | pointed out to the
PM Sheikh Hasina about some
of her actions, albeit subtle.
which are widely seen to be
;hwarting the natural course of
aw.

When she asked me t6 elabo-
rate, | mentioned about the
owners of a big business house
who were the biggest loan de-
faulters of the country and an-.
other Awami League stalwart
who is the principal accused in
a murder case and who recently
stormed a bank in broad day
light in eflfort to take control of
its board.

The High Court declared the
owners ol the big business

house as wilful defaulters of
huge bank loans ruling that
they cannot become directors of
any bank for the next eight

“ears.

Despite the High court ruling

- and exhortations from our re-

crimes.

gurrespandent
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Awami League came to power
has been on more than one oc-
casion seen sharing the podium
with the prime minister in pub-
lic meetings.

These actions are bound to
send an unmistakable message
to the law enforcement agencies
that these people cannot be dis-
turbed, let alone prosecuted for
their crimes, No wonder a
of police force reverentially
saluted one of the aforemen-
tioned characters, the picture of
which was [ront-paged in the
dally Manabjamin, after he
came out of the said bank with
his musclemen.

How does the Prime Minister
explain these phenomena and
whether this would encourage

terrorists and bank defaulters?
| asked her.

“Tell me which party doesn't
have defaulters and terrorists
in their folds.” she shot back.

If that is the answer from a

PM. | do not know how the ,"SA. |
or for that matter an{r law, can |

be effective in dealing with

The writer is the nwrsﬂ#"*
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