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may get
e
Test status-
»
this year

BOMBAY, Feb 25: Bangla-
desh is likely to be granted Test
match status later this %*ear. a
top cricket oflicial said here
today, reports AFP.

The executive board of the
International Cricket Council
(ICC) has recommended that
Bangladesh become the 10th
Test playing-nation, South
Alrican cricket boss Ali Bacher
said.

Bacher, who also heads the
[CC's development committee,
said the board's decision will be
taken up at the annual meeting
of the governing body in Lon-
don in June.

"‘Bangladesh has good crick-
eting culture and great support
for the game.” Bacher told re-
gnncrs during the first Test

etween India and South
Africa.

"Former South African Test
player Eddie Barlow, who
coaches Bangladesh, told me
that the team was ready to play
Test Cricket.” he said.

See page 11 ol 8
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el e o gan 1 Jamaaty
| Fajr | 500 | 530 |
| Zohr | 1245 | 120 |
| Asr | 430 445 |
| Maghrib | 600 | 605 |
| Esha | 730 | 800 |
| Source: Islamic Foundation |

Indian troops cross into

Pak Kashmir, kill 14

Delhi denies attack, Islamabad's claim

DUMBSI (Pakistan), Feb 25:
Pakistani officials accused In-
dian soldiers today of crossing
over the disputed Kashmir bor-
der and massacring 14 vil-
lagers. including four children.
India. however, denied the
claim, reports AP.

Several soldiers crept into
Lanjod, a village barely 300 me-
ters from the disputed border,
and attacked villagers using
knives and guns, said Pakistan
Army Brig. Dilshad Hussein
Malik.

Before the attack, Malik said
Indian soldiers launched a blis-
tering artillery assault on the
area. Using the attack as cover,
the Indian soldiers crept across
the border. he said.

The victims were in one
house for a religious gathering
where they were reading the
Quran. the Muslim holy book
and sharing food, said a report

on the ‘state-owned Pakistan
Television.

Al a nearby hospital where
[ive seriously lnllurcd were
taken, hospital officials said
one of the injured died. They
also said that two of the bodies
had been decapitated.

Bul only 13 bodies, all vic-
tims ol the massacre, were
brought to a school in nearby
Dumbsi. Three of the bodies had
been decapitated. The bodies
showed signs of knite and gun-
shot wounds, they said.

The badies lay on the cold
cement floor ol the school,
wrapped in white shawls, par-
tially visible. Dozens ol women
from the village gathered
around the dead wailing and
beating their chests.

Men screamed anti-Indian
slogans.

One of the survivors, Mo-
hammed Younus, said he was

—

shol in the back as he leapt
from a window ol the house. He
sald as many as 15 men
stormed into the house opened
fire and attacked the people
with knives.

“They were dressed in green
uniforms. with big black boots
and they were speaking Hindi."
the national language of India,
he said when asked how he
could be sure the culprits were
Indian.

The government declared
Saturday a day of mourning.

India denied the attack oc-
curred.

“It is totally incorrect. No
such incident took place,"” ~aid
Indian Army spokesman_ ‘ol
Shrutikant, who uses only onc
name.

But in the schnol house in
Dumbsi the bodies, many ol
them mutilated, waited to be

See page 11 col 2
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Ekushey is over but the fair is on. These enthusiastic youngsters were seen gathering at a
children's book stall at the Bangla Academy yesterday. The fair will remain open till Mar 6.

BNP drafting points

for briefing Clinton

By Rezaul Karim

Senior BNP leaders are now
working out the ‘briefing
points’ for party Chairperson
and Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia for her
talks with US President Bill
Clinton.

The US President is due to
visit Bangladesh on March 20.

A top BNP leader told The
Daily Star, "They have received
oreen signal both from the US
Embassy in Dhaka and the
White House about exclusive
talks between Clinton and
Khaleda Zia". He sought
anonymity.

Quoting an official of the US
Embassy. he said Clinton's pro-
grammes in Bangladesh are yet
to [inalised. There is a schedule
for a 25-minute meeting be-
tween the US President and the
Leader of the Opposition in the
lentative programmes, he
aldjf"fﬂ. P ‘

Another source said the BNP
Chairperson at a meeting with

some party policy makers and
aclvisors discussed the brieling
points.

The meeting decided to pre-
pare a draft for briefing on
some specific issues like hu-
man rights sftuation in the
country. government'’s failures,
impasse in parliament, lack of
good governance, political con-
flicts, deterioration of law and
order, repression on political
opponents, enactment ol a
“black law”", state of the econ-
omy, electoral reforms and

. signing of Lreaties and agree-

ments against the interest of
the people and the country, the
source added.

The BNP leaders, engaged in
drafting the brieling points and
contacting the US government,
declined to disclose anything
aboul their activities.

One source close to them
however said they were collect-

“ing necessary information,

See page 11 col 2

Agreed minutes

China to help
build 2 mini

power plants~

Bangladesh and China yes-
terday signed agreed minutes
»aving the way for China to
1elp Bangladesh construct two
mini-hydro-elecfricity projects
and three rubber dams, reports
UNB.

A Chinese expert team will
visit Bangladesh after the host
country sends its Terms ol Rel-
erence [(TRO) on the agreed
minutes to conduct a feasibility
study on constructing 100-mw
mini-hydro-electricily projects
on the rivers Matamuhuri and
Sangu.

Ol the three dams. one will
be constructed in Matamuhuri,
while the sites for two others
are yet 1o be selected.

Alter signing the minutes
Lhat lollowed the February 22
lormal meeting, Water Re-
sources Secretary Dr ATM
Shamsul Huda told journalists
the whole thing gained a mo-
mentum with the signing of the

Sée page 11 col 6

Gas export only after meeting

— Star phntu_

domestic needs for 50 yrs
amme ‘Deshbashir Mukhomukhi’

PM at TV progr

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sald Bangladesh
could export natural gas in the
form of value added products
like electricity only after as-
sessing its reserves and meeting
domestlic needs lor 50 years.

"We are yel Lo assess our re-
serves’, she lold a questioner in
a BTV programme ‘Deshbashir
Mukhomukhi' last night. If the
loreign companies could turn
the gas into value added prod-
ucts like power, fertiliser and
petro-chemicals, those could be
exported, she added.

Aboul taking time on sign-
ing of production sharing con-
tracts and bloc bidding, she said
her government is committed to
saleguarding the country’'s in-
terests. That is taking time. "If
we went lor laking eommis-
sions, which was the practice
before my government came to

By Staff Correspondent

power. we could have rushed
through the process”.

The one and half an hour
programme, the second by the
PM. was conducted by Anisul
Huq. A live-member panel
comprising Editor of The Daily
Star Mahfuz Anam, Economist
Debpriya Bhattacharya,
Columnist Abed Khan, Acting
Editor of the Ittefaq Rahat
Khan and Headmistress of
Udayan School Shaymoli Nas-
rin Choudhury pul questions.
The Audience also asked ques-
lions. -

Economy

On economic performance,
Hasina told another questioner
that despite severe floods, the
economy had done well, posting
a continuous growih rate ol
over live per cent, even rising Lo
5.9 per cent once, during her

tenure ‘/

We have restored {inancial
discipline in the banking sec-
tor, curtailing loan default cul-
ture. Whatever depression is
taking place is transitional be-
cause people are not taking
loans to follow the default cul-
ture. They know they have to re-
turn the loans”, she sald while
answering a question on slug-
gish investment.

On the port situation, the
Prime Minister told a panel
questioner that the problems
besetting Chittagong Port are
due to businessmen who take
time to clear their goods, ma-
nipulations by vested quarters
¢reating labour trouble and
threats [rom the Opposition

Public Safety Bill
Replyhng Lo another question

See Pare 12 Col 6
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| Intra-party clash

2 AL activists
gunned down
in Sandwip

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 25: Two
people were shot dead and 10
others injured in a gunfight
between two rival factions of
Awami League in Sandwip to-
day. reports reaching the port
city said.

Local police said Moham-
mad Alamgir. 25, and
Shayastha Khan, 20, were
killed when the two groups
clashed at Taltala Bazar under
Sandwip thana at noon.

The injured were admitted to
the Sandwip Thana Health
Complex.

The two factions — one led by
local MP Mostafizur Rahman
and the other by then AL Presi-
dent Shahjahan. fought with
guns and home-made bombs for
establishing supremacy in local
politics, police sources said.

Police rushed to the spot and
dispersed the clashing groups.

See page 11 col 2

Feni Jubo Dal
activist

burnt to death

From Our Correspondent

FENI. Feb 25: A Jubo Dal ac-
tivist was burnt to death in his
shop by his rivals at Madhubai
Bazaar under Sadar police sta-
Lion of the district today.

The dead was identified as
Sheikh Farid. 23, son of Abul
Hossain and resident of Mad-
hubai area.

According to police Farid
was bumnt to death by his rivals
at about 2:30 am. The miscre-
ants also locked the shop from
oul side

The miscreants exploded
several bombs and fired shots
crealing panic in the area, They

also set fire to another 12 shops
in the bazaar.

Local people said that they
were not allcwed to come 1or-
ward to help the victim who was
roasted inside the shop. The
gang created panic by firing
shots and lootin { the shops.
theyv alleged

Mizanur Rahman., uastrict
Jubo Dal president identified
Farid as an active worker of the
party. Jubo Dal demanded trial
of the killers of Farid

UNCTAD to call confce next month

Prospect of a new lease of iife for 1JO bright

2

The United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Developrment
(UNCTAD) is going to convene a
conference [ollowing a decision
taken by the International Jute
Council (IJC) to give a fresh
mandate to 1JO to carry forward

By Mustak Hossain

its assignment beyond 2000, the
Chief Executive of 1JO has said.

"Prospect of a new lease of
lile significantly improved fol-
lowing the decision taken by
the IJC meeting in Dhaka on
February 9 lo request the Secre-

ltary General of UNCTAD 1o
convene a meeting.” Henri L Ja-
son said in an interview with
The Daily Star on Thursday.

The objective of the meeting
is to conclude a ‘successor
agreement’, as the present one
is due lo expire on April 11, he
said.

“If 1JO is not given a new
lease of lile, all its activities
over Lthe past 15 years would go
In vein."

He said, "IJO was [ormed for
research and development of
the lone commodity jute and a
research organisation needs
time to show its result.”

The prospect of a fresh lease
of life for IJO seems brighter as
India returned to its fold in De-
cember last. India had pulled
oul from the forum in January
last year. Thailand had also
pulled out

'I'm hopeful that Thailand
would return to the world body
alter a fresh mandate has been
given to the IJO. 1 have talked
with Thai officials regarding
this and they responded posi-
lively™, he said.

"UNCTAD sources said it is
making necessary arrange-
ments for the conference, likely

to be held in Geneva from
March 27 to 31."
He pointed out that EC

(European Commission) com-
missioner lor delegales Poul
Nielson, during his recent visit
to Dhaka, assured participation
of the EC and its member states
in the conference,

>ee page 11 col 6

One burnt
alive, 30
shanties

gutted

By Staff Correspondent

A lour-year-old girl was
roasted alive and 30 shanties
were gulled in a lire at Balur
Math slum in the city's Shaym-
pur area yesterday morning.

The dead was identified as
sSuml, daughter of Hasi Begum,

Fire Brigade sources sald the
lire originated from an electric
short circuil at about 4:30 am at
the slum and continued for one
and hall hours,

Two stationery shops and
two BRAC schools were also gut-
ted in the lire.

Three fire fighting units
from the Postogola station
rushed to the spot and extin-
guished the blaze.

Fire Brigade officlals said
they recovered the body of the

inrl and handed it over to the
amily members.

A case was [iled with

' Shaympur police in this regard. |
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