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Gulshan Lake being devoured

Shady deal struck with developers behind
Rajuk chairman’s back

By Staff Correspondent

Rajuk has allowed Shine-
pukur Holdings Ltd. to develop
more than 12 acres of land in a
fresh onslaught on Gulshan
Lake. defying a High Court
order and the prime minister's
directive,

Sources said the chalirman
ol Rajuk. the city development
authorities, does not know of
the ‘mysterious deal’ that was
struck between the real estate
developer and some officials of
the Land Department of Rajuk.

The ‘deal’, which. has
‘'surprised’ Rajuk’'s high offi-
cials, has alerted the Works
Ministry against a move to grab
land through manipulation
with the help of interested par-
ties.

The Gulshan Lake area has
frequently been the prime tar-
get af squatters and influential
quarters. Military governments
have lndiscnnunately filled up
the lake and allotted residential
plots to a select group of people.

Last year, Rajuk allotted
more than 300 plots in the Gul-
shan Lake area, apparently
with a project to fill up the lake

and hand over residential plots.
The decision triggered public
oulery and was cancelled after

intervention by the prime min-
ister.

Numerous other moves over
the years were [oiled only after
the prime minister's interven-
Lion.

Similar moves are underwa
around Dhanmondl Lake.
vested quarter is hindering the
government’s efforts to protect
the lake and are lobbying to
turn some of it into rcsidentlal
plots.

The High Court directed Ra-
juk in 1998 to uphold the mas-
ter plan and stop any sort of
construction in the Gulshan
Lake. Rajuk's plan also defies a

rime minister's directive that
Ears filling up of any lake or
Iuw ! ng area in the city.
epukur Holdings, a con-
CE‘ITI cl't e Beximco Group of
Industries, 1s demarcating
three-fourths of the lake near
the Manarat International
School with tree trunks.

The trunks are being piled

close together so that landscap-

ing could be done immediately,
said the workers on the spot to
this correspondent. They also
said officials of Rajuk’s Land
Department gave Shinepukur
the permission to ‘demarcate
its own land’.

Shinepukur's Finance and
Accounts Director O.K. Chowd-
hury denied that the compan
was demarcating the lan
Rather, he sald, Rajuk was de-
marcating {ts own land. "Rajuk
wrote to us somelime this
month to send a representative,
for il was demarcating their
area which is situated by our
land,” Chowdhury said. Asked
whether they had land in the
lake, Chowdhury replied that
not all low-lying area is part of
the lake. He said they had been
buying land in the area for
sometime.

Rajuk Chairman M Azizul
Haque said he had just heard
about the demarcation and
asked his men to stop immedi-
ately.

“We are looking for the offi-
cial who gave permission for
the work and we will take de-

artmental action against
im,"” sald Haque.

“Gulshan Lake has to be
saved, and we will take all nec-
essary steps to do so.”

Sources saild Sanwar Hos-
sain, deputy director of Rajuk’s
Land Department, gave the go-
ahead to take over the land.

Belayet Hossain, Rajuk's
member land, said Shinepukur
Holding Ltd. submitted an ap-
plication about 15 days ago ask-
ing Rajuk to mark the compa-
ny's land in Gulshan, which is
situated near Rajuk property,
Hossain sald he accepted the
application with the comment

"submit it" and sent it to the
deputy director.

"We have no dispute with
anyone over our land in that
area, so the question of separat-
ing their land does not arise,”
said Hossain. "We are going to
serve a show-cause notice on
the official who took such a step
and departmental action
should follow.”

Sanwar Hossain refused to
comment on the matter.
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A lake looted

In defiance of a High Court ruling and the prime minister's directive, encroachment of Gulshan Lake still continues.

Developers plan to fill up the area marked with logs for housing projects.
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Pharma sector at risk

Proposed import regulations may open up
floodgate for substandard drugs

By Inam Ahmed and Monjur Mahmud

The Drug Administration
Authority (DAA) to ensure
‘safety and efficacy’ of imported
drugs has relaxed certain condi-
tions which, local pharmaceu-

tical companiés Téar, will flood

the country with sub-standard
products, especially from the
neighbouring countries.

They say the new policy will
make way for cheap, sub-stan-

dard products. ultimately
killing the pharmaceutical
companies

The Drug Control Commit-
tee’'s technical committee rec-
omumended on February 22 that
drugs included in-the pharma-
copoeia monograph could be
imported by showing Free Sales
Certificate from the country of
origin of the drugs and test re-
port of the government analyst
of Bangladesh.

The certificate is the regis-
tration of a drug in a country.

It proposes a relaxation of
the present requirement of hav-
ing Free Sales Certificates for
the drugs from two developed
countries, one of which should
?T’Eﬁra”bly be USA 6r UK arid
rom the country of origin.

Drug Control Committee set
the criterion in 1995 by upgrad-
ing the previous import policy
formulated in 1991. The 1991
policg required “Free Sales
Certificate from the country of
origin and a developed coun-
try.”
According to industry
sources, the proposed require-
ment now pushes the country
back to pre-1991 period when
drugs under pharmacopoeia
could be imported with Free
Sales Certificate from the coun-
try of origin and test report
from the government analyst of
Bangladesh.

“We had upgraded the import

~-of the world fs o

policy to ensure better quality
drugs for our patiénts,” said
chief executive of a top local
pharmaceutical company. "But
now it seems that when the rest

dard, we are loo
way."

According to sources, the
Drug Control Committee is ex-
pected to meet on Sunday to fi-
nalise the proposed policy.

“This will El” the prospects
of the country's pharmaceutical
industry,” said the supremo of a
multinational drug company.
“If cheap, substandard products
are dumped here, we will go out
of business because we can not
compromise with quality. For a
single countiry (Bangladesh), we
can nol risk our global reputa-
tion. I fear foreign investments
in the sector may be hit badly
by this move,”
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BTV programme

PM faces
people
today

By Staft Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will appear in a BTV
special programme tonight and
reply to questions from the

+ --'--‘gar;gladtsh Felevision  (BYV )~

will air the pro
‘Desbashir Mukhomu
8:30 pm to 10 pm.

A panel of experts would put
questions to the Prime Minister
in presence ol an invited audi-
ence, She will also answer ques-
tions from the audience and
viewers across the country

People can put their ques-
lions to the Prime Minister
over the following telephone
numbers : 9353042-8, 8313333,
8318300 and Fax No: 835304 1.

The panel of experts is likely
to comprise journalists Mahfuz
Anam., Rahat Khan and Abed
Khan, economist Debapriya
Bhattachariyva and teacher

See page 11 col 5
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JS body rejects AG's view

Debate over its jurisdiction ends

Star Report

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Finance Min-
istry yesterday rejected an ob-
servalion by the Attorney Gen-
eral, saying that the AG had no
jurisdiction to comment on the
affairs of the JS body.: '

The Attorney General com-
mented that the JS body had no
authority to investigate or en-
quire a complaint lodged to its
Chairman unless it is referred
lo him by the parliament. The
eight-page comment of the AG
was read out at a meeting of JS
body by Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria.

The JS body said that only
the Speaker had the authority
lo comment on its activities,
not the Attorney General.

The debate had started alter
the JS body's earlier suggestion
to Sonali Bank regarding
rescheduling loan of a defaulter.
The JS body last month
suggested Sonali Bank to ap-
proach the central bank to re-

consider its (central bank) ear-
lier decision and approve
rescheduling loan of a top de-
faulter, Fazlur Rahman.

Al yesterday's meeting, Kib-
ria said the JS body Committee
has no jurisdiction to give such

T a suggestion in favour of a bank

client.

Kibria also said that the JS
body could not discuss prob-
lems of a particular Eank
client.

Kibria’'s comments came
when a JS body member,
Mustafa Kamal, said that he
will participate in the discus-
sion on the scheduled agenda
but before that he should know
about the powers of the Stand-
Ing Committee since a question
has already been raised

Following Kibria's remark,
members of the JS body said it
was not addressing the problem
of a particular borrower but
discussing an alleged irregular-
ity by the Bangladesh Bank.

But when pointed out that
the required 10 per cent down
payment was not made by Fa-
zlur Rahman, the Committee
membets said that the meeting
was not informed about it. It
asked the central bank what
action il took apgainst the SB
decision.

Talking to The Daily Star af-
ter the meeting, Chairman of
the JS body Prof. Ali Ashraf

said that the body had con- -

sulted ollicials at the JS Secre-
tariat regarding the matter.
They told him that the JS body
had "ample jurisdiction to su-

pervise the activities of the
ministry and the minister con-

cermned”. Ashraf said.

On the Attorney General's
comment, he said, “If that is
true, then what about our

meelings during the last few
years? We held 41 meetings so
far and only in one or two cases,
there were issues which were re-
lerred to us by the parliament”.

Alter
told

the meeting, Kibria
newsmen, "It seems that

the Attornev General's view was

not accepted by the Committee.
The Standing Committee will
work according to Rules of Jro-
cedure of the Parliame.t and I
will co-operate with the Com-
mittee

Standing Committee mem-
ber Amir Khosru Chowdhury
said the job of the Committee is
lo ensure transparency and ac-
countability.

“If the Finance Minister had
any question about the jurisdic-
tion of the JS body, he could
have consulted the Speaker. But
the Attorney General does not
have the jurisdiction to com-
ment on the affairs of the JS
body,” Khosru said.

Former f{inance minister
and a member of the present
Standing Committee M Saifur
Rahman said, as per the Consti-
tution and the Rules of Proce-

See page 11 col 3

PSA will be
a curse for
AL: BNP

By Staft Correspondent

Senior BNP leaders said
yesterday that the “black and
repressive” Public Safety Act
would not help the ruling
Awami League continue in
power, rather it would tum out
to be a “curse” for it.

The AL governmenti has in-
troduced the PSA with the ulte-
rior motive of clinging to power
and coming to power again in
the next general election by
putting opposition leaders and
activists in ‘jail using the

“repressive” law, they allcgtd

Addressing a public rall
Muktangan in the city. the
leaders sald that in the past.
Awaml League could not prevent
its fall by Introducing the
“black™ Special Powers Act
(SPA) and similarly the “anti-
people” PSA could not keep it in
POWEr 1now.

City BNP organised the rally
as part of a countrywide
"Demonstration Day”™ Lo press
home the Opposition demands
for release of all their activists,
repeal of the PSA and immedi-
ate resignation of the govern-
ment. Convenor of Cily BNP
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP

presided.

The three other component
parties of the BNP-led alllance
- Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islami Oikya Jote--
Jagpa, Democratic League, PNP
and NDA also held separate
rallies and brought out proces-
sions in the city and elsewhere
in the country to press the de-
mands.

The BNP leaders sald intro-
duction of the PSA has further
isolated the AL government
from the people, paving the wa
for natinna st and patriotic’

power.
BNP gg;andlng Commiltee
See page 11 col 6
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A city chokes

The thick black blanket of smog over the capital city only speaks of our failure to pit a tab

on air pollution.
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Electoral roll set to roll

Election Commission hopes to complete list
by October this year

The Election Commission
will start fieldwork for prepar-
ing a ‘fresh national electoral
roll’ in the last week of next
month and complete the job by
October this year, highly placed
EC sources said.

“More than three lakh of our
enumerators would visit every
household in the country to
Ecpare a Ifresh electoral roll *

C Secretary Abdullah Harun
Pasha told The Daily Star on
Thursday. “Besides, more than
81 thousand supervisors would
cross-check the voters' infor-
maltion culle:tcd by the enu-
merators.”
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By Nurul Kabir

rescribed form to provide in-
ormation like name, fa-
ther's/mother's/husband's
name, profession, date of birth,
permanent address, present ad-
dress, educational qualifica-
tion and 1D card number, |if
there Is any.,

“One having his or her name
on the voter list would be el
ble to cast vole even {f hcf'u e
does not have ID card, But
he/she would not be allowed to
vole If his or her name Is not
there on the voter list, even if
he/she has an 1D card.” sald the
secrelary, "So IU's very linpor-
tant for ey eligible voter to
have his or her name on the

electoral roll.” _

A total of 3,25,000 enumera-
tors would be crlgmi to get the
prescribed forms filled up by
the voters while every enumera-
tor would cover 200 to 300 vot-
ers. Besides, 81,500 supervisors
would be there to cross-check
the information gathered by the
enumerators.

Teachers of primary
schools, madrassahs and em-
ployees ol government and au-
tonomous bodies would work as
enumerators and supervisors,

In addition, 6,100 Assistant
Registration Officers, one in
each unlon In the rural areas

See page 11 col 7

Power plant plight

Discord among AES, PDB, CWHEC and McDonald
leaves 450 MW Meghnaghat project in limbo

The 450 MW Meghnaghat
Power Plant project is in a
limbo for nearly three months
due to total non-cooperation
among the main contractor
AES, Power Development Board
(PDB), the land site developer
and the consultant.

The project is almost in a
slate of stagnation since early
December when, after several
months' delay, the site devel-
oper — CWHEC — invited PDB
and AES to test and receive the
100 hectare land for the project.

Alter tests, AES refused to
receive the land on the ground
that it was not developed as per
the agreement and would be un-
safe lor installation of heavy
machinery. CWHEC however
claimed that the land was de-
veloped as per the agreement.

There has been little effort
by PDB to solve the crisis.

survey

By Sharier Khan

As the stagnation was taking
a serious turn, PDB asked the
site developer and the consul-
tant — Mott McDonald — to par-
ticipate in a jointl site survey
with AES and PDB. At a meet-
ing on February 10, all the par-
ties agreed to undertake the
joinl survey
- But on February 13, the land
developer surprised all by de-
clining to participate in the
joint survey. “Since we have no
contractual relationship with
AES, we are ol the opinion that
It would not serve any purpose
in CWHEC being present during
survey. This should be your re-
sponsibility,” the Chinese firm
told PDB in a letter.

On the same day, the consul-
tant also regretted to PDB that
it would not participate in the
y as its representative left
Dhaka on the 10th of that

month on medical ground.

Both CWHEC and Mott Mc-
Donald are represented by the
same Bangladeshi company
owned by a lormer minister in
the present government,
sources said,

“Clearly. Meghnaghat land
development project is being de-
layed due to conflict of interest.
The ;I;rojvct consultant is back-
ing the project's contractor,” a
source claimed, questioning the
neutrality of Mott McDonald.
"Besides, their agent is politi-
cally very strong who is doing
everything to keep the project
going as per his terms.”

[t was alleged that by doing a
poor job, CWHEC "saved’ at leasl
Tk 18 crore for itself from the
Tk 141 crore land development
project. It was also alleged that
the site was not properly
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Sonali Bank sues
2 enterprises

of Rahman Group

Star Report

Sonali Bank (SB) yesterday
filed (wo sejdérate cases against
two enterprises of Rahman
Group with the First Sub-Judge
and Artha Rin Adalat for re
ising Tk. 73 crore from two de-
faulter companies.

The companies against
which the cases were filed are
Messrs JC Hosiery Garments
(Pvt) Ltd and Messrs Rahman
Spinning Mills Ltd.

The court issued summons
upan the defendants to reply
within seven days as to why the
bank would not realise the
money by selling the mortgaged
property against the loan.

Barrister Abdullah-Al-Ma-
mun and Advocate Golam Sar-
war Moni moved the case on
behalf of SB against the de-
faulter companies.

According to sources, SB will
file two more cases against the
group on Sunday. In total SB
will file 11 cases against the
group for Tk. 145 crore arrears.
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the first Mutual Fund

makes its debut

AIMS First Guaranteed Mutual Fund

under private initiative in Bangladesh

look for the prospectus

Tomorrow Saturday February 26, 2000 on
The Financial Express and day after
tomomow Sunday February 27, 2000 on
Prothom Alo and The Bangladesh Observer
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Sponsors:

Trustee
Custodian

Fund Manager

Embezzlement! Inherltance"
or Lottery

capital market is not a place to become overnight rich like that
step here with a healthy and informed investment intention

I

e

Subscription starts : March 5, 2000
Subscription closes : March 16, 2000
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