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Amar

People of various districts
on Momla\r paid tributes to the
MAarkyrs of the great Language
Movement in observance of
Amar Ekushey and the Inter-
national Mother Language Day,
reports agency. h

In Narayanganj. the high-
lights of the day's programme
included probhat ferry. hoist-
ing of national flag at half-
mast and hoisting of black flag

atop all public and private
bul?dings. placing of floral
wreaths, wearing of black

badge, musical soiree and dis-
cussion meetings.,

A total of 50 socio-cultural
and political organisations in-
cluding Awami League, BNP,
Jatiya Party, Communist
Party, JSD and Naravan anj
Press Club place rﬁ;ml
wreaths at Chashara Shaheed
Minar. The organisations
brought out bare footed proces-
sions.,

The local dailies brought out
special supplement highlight-
ing the significance u!f Amar
Ekushey.

The Narayanganj districl
Udichi and 'On the Friendship
ol Narayanganj', a socio-cul-
tural organisation arranged
hand-writing competition at
All Ahmed Public Library.

Streains of bare-footed peo-
ple (rom all walks of life wear-
ing »lack badges paid homage to
the lJanguage martyrs at the
Shaheed Minar at KC Dey Road
in Chittagong.

Minister for Labour and
Employment MA Mannan,
Chittagong City Mayor ABM
Mahiuddin Chowdhury accom-
panying the leaders and work-
ers of Awami League were first
to place wreaths at the Shaheed
Minar at one minute past 12 on
Sunday night.

They were [ollowed by the
high officials. different politi-
f:ili and professional organiza-
tions including Chittagong
Press Club and Chittagong
Union of Journalists.,

Vice-chancellor of the Chit-
tagong University Prof Abdul
Mannan along with teachers
and employees ol the university
also placed wreaths at the cen-
tral Shaheed Minar in the
morning.

Different political parties,
their front organisations, So-
cio-cultural and literary lo-
rums, educational institutions,
student organisations; proles-
sional bodies, trade unions,
women and juvenile organisa-
tions have chalked out elabo-
rale programme in observance
of the Immortal Ekushey which
attained special signilicance
this year following UNESCO
proclamation as the Interna-
tional Mother Language Day.

Other programme of the day
included hoisting of the na-
tional flags at half mast atop
all public and private buildings,
wearing of black badges. discus-
sions. exhibition of pho-
tographs, drawing and essay
compelitions, poelry recitation,
performances of cultural func-
tions, milad and doa mahfil.

As part of the programmes of
Chil[agﬂllg City C.{jrpgratmn‘
the national flag was hoisted at
half-mast atop corporation
bhaban and respective ward of-
fices.

Larlier, city mayor along
with officials and employees of
the corporation placed wreaths

at the Shaheed Minar at'onc

mifute past 12 :
night. P Sunday mid

Later, city mayor distributed

prizes among the winners of the *

open drawing competition of
the children. ;. 5
Chittagong Press Club and
Chittagong Union nf Journal-
ists jointly organised a discus-
sion at the press club audito-
rium with Club President Abu
Sufian in the chalir.
Journalists Kazl Jafrul Is-
lam, Ataul Hakim, Farooque
AEﬂbal. Nurul Ameen, Shahidul
am, Abu Taher Mohammad
and Ashif Seraj were, among

others, participated in t he dis-
cusston.

The speakers said that the
declaration of UNESCO as In-
ternational Mother Language
Day has brought fresh glory and
prestige for the nation, but they
said now collective endeavors
are needed for Introduction of
Bangla in all sphere of the na-

tional life.
In observance of the day, a

two-day photographic exhibl-
tionr under the auspices of Chit-
tagong Photographic Socisty
began at the Muslim Instituie

remises on Monday. Around
50 photographers put their
works on chsp ay while Bodhan,
a recital forum organised solo
and chorus poetry recitation
which enthralled scores of
people.

To mark the occasion, a spe-
cial milad and doa mahfil was
held at Jamiatul Falah com-
plex.

A month-long programme
which began on February 1 un-
der the joint auspices of the In-
ternational Mother Language
Day, Ekushey Mela parishad,
Chittagong City Corporation at
Laldighi maidan and Shaheed
Minar premises is going on.

Awami League city, north
and south districts, Govern-
ment Commerce College,
Bangladesh Nationalist Party,
city and north chapters, Jatiya
Party. city branch, B:—ln%ladesh
Shishu Academy, Shilpakala

Academy, Jamaat-e-Isl.mi,
city chapter, Bangabandhu
Academy, Islami University,

Bipani Bitan merchant Welfare
Association, Bangladesh Medi-
cal Association, Bangladesh
College University Teachers’
Association, Bangladesh Muk-
tijoddha Sangsad, Chittagon
Zila unit, Gano Forum an

Bangladesh Samajtantrik Dal,
Chittagong unit were among
other organisation which ob-
served the day through separate
programimes.

Local dailies published spe-
cial supplements while
Bangladesh Television, Chit-
tagong regional centre and
Bangladesh Betar, Chittagong

ut up special programems to
Eighllght the importance of the
day.

Khulna administration,
Muktijoddha Sangsad, differ-
ent political and socio-cultural
organisations, educationa! in-
stitutions and trade bodies took
up separate programmes mark-
ing the significance of the day.

The programmes included
milad-mahfils, Quran Khwani,
discussions, mournlrzﬁ, book
fair, voluntary blood donation
session, poetry recitation, ex-
hibition of documentary films
and cultural functions.

Awami League and its front

Coastal areas need 3500
cyclone centres

BARISAL, Feb 22: Some
3,900 cyclone centres are
needed in coastal areas of the
country to save the lives of over
23 lakh people. according to a
survey report, says UNB.

The survey was conducted in
coastal areas by a team. led by
Dr Jamilur Reza Chowdhury,
alter the 1991 cyclone that left
1.38 lakh people killed in the

t"(}'l]!]!_!"l"..'.

A Red Crescent official here
said the government and differ-
ent organisations built 1,841
cyclone centres in coastal areas
ol the country in last 30 years,
which ecan provide shelter to
only 13 lakh people out of 70
lakh living in islands and char
[shoal) areas.

A meteorologist in Chit-
tagong said the government
alone cannot perform this huge
job, the NGOs should also come
lorward to supplement its ef-
jorts.

He sajd a cyclone of 900 kph
might play havoc with public
life and property as did in 199].
~ Sources at the Red Crescent
Society here said it could not
take any effective programme
in this regard for v-ant of funds.

A government official. who

spoke on condition of
anonymity, said the govern-
ment this month sanctioned Tk
1.17 lakh for a cyclone pre-
paredness programme, which is
too inadequate to meet the re-
quirements.

Another report from
Kishoreganj adds: Seven flood
centres in the district have vir-
tually turned into dens of anti-
social elements for lack of su-
pervision and maintenance.

Officials said the centres
were built in Itna, Aushtagram,
Nikli, Tarail, Bazitpur, Karim-
ganj and Bhairab thanas in
1987 at a cost of Tk 6.5 lakh
each.

But the authorities after
building the centres did not
take any steps for their main-
tenance, making scope for the
anti-social elements to use
those as their dens.

There are allegations that a
section of influential people is
shifting the furniture and other
valuables from the centres.

Villagers said destitute peo-
ple had taken shelter in differ-
ent places and school buildings
during last years flood instead
of the centres as those are in
pitiable condition.

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 22: Farm-
ers here could not achieve their
target of Fmaln cultivation this
h(,‘.lil.‘if.}l'l due to unfavourable
climale, reports UNB.

Alter the opening of the
Bangabandhu Jamuna Bridge
rrowers of the northern rc;{iﬂﬁ
1ave shown interest in Rabi
crop cultivation, particularly
polato,

This season potato was cul-
Livated on 82,000 hectares of
land in thé 16 northern dis-
tricts with a target of 11 lakh
melric tons of production.

“But, they harvested only
nine lakh mts of potato as huge
quantum of seeds were damaged
on seedbeds due Lo cold wave
and drizzling in early Decem-
ber.” said an official of Agricul-
ture Extension Department
[AED).

The growers alleged that the
cold storage owners introduced
card system to buy potalo from
the traders for making windfall

Potato farming target
not achieved in N dists

profit, but the growers did not
get the card.

Under the circumstances,
growers are being compelled to
sell potato to the traders at
cheaper prices. Al present, per
maund potato is being sold be-
tween Tk 125 and Tk 150.

The cold slorage owners said
they issued the cards on first
come first served basis.

Another report from Narall
says: A new Lype of pest is play-
ing havoc with potato plants in
the district as the pesticides
used by farmers have turned out
Lo be ineffective to destroy it.

Block supervisors of AED
sald they did not know the
name of the small Insect as they
saw for the first time,

Some 250 hectares of land
have been brought under potato
cultivation in the district with

3.000 metric tons of output tar-
get. But it would be difficult to
achleve the target if the pest at-
tack cannot be contained,
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Ekushey observed in districts

organisations observed the  Awami League office led by  dressed, among others, by State
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Metropolitan police, Khulna
District Bar Association, Is-
lamic Foundation, Udichi Silpi
Gosthi. Khulna Puja Ujjapan
Parishad, Joy Bangla P, ad
and Nazrul

-Fbﬁhdéﬁon of .bwﬁdge laid

NAOGAON. Feb 22: Commerce Minister Abdul Jalil laid the

ademy observed aogaon bypass
hofsting of national and party  Rashidi Shuja., Advocate Mon-  Mani, SM Babul Rana, Mak- the day by holding separate | foundation stone of t“g’“}‘:‘“ﬁ‘ﬁ;gﬂu" o0 Bovgs
flags at the Awamli League Cen- ;] Imam and member of sudur Rahman, Molla Jajal, programmes. (| road at Naogaon recen Y, e will be completed at a cost of Tk
“'ae t%m"f- ul:laﬂ“ of floral Awami League Jatlyo commit-  Nur Afroza, Rashida Karim and Special prayers were held In t T&gﬁﬁnf :};ﬁt? ovemnber this year. While speaking
mreraol' fh: Natﬁn? %anﬂltbor fﬁ : tee' Al-Ha(] Shamatr Bl  SHRZIEL SILEHA R? all mosques, temples and other aTothe function in this connections the Minister sald the
Shelkh Mujfib e L U fhulnia Fress Club, Khulna - places of workshop for the con- | 5 erment has taken a massive development programme and
ring of black badges and Later a discussion was held  Unlon of Journalists, Khulna  tinued peace and prosperity of | [ G{Ving more emphasis on developing cominunication
Ecﬂi 1ng Ol‘ ac adges and at the Awami League office. Metropolitan union of Journal-  {he nation. - S 8 & f._fm-mmumg development of the country.
olding of discussion. A big Presided over by Khulna city AL ists, Khulna City Corporation, Similar programmes mere “clw{}rk ord maddrcsaed among others, by Shahin
m"%‘ eérry was brought out on President Advocate Monjurul  Khulna University, Muktijod-  arranged in all other districts | ir unctlo}? wa;w and local Unfon Parishad Chalrman
onday morning Ifrom the Imam. The discussion was ad- dha Sangsad, Khulna of the country. mg;};’l‘;ﬁ;’ : , hro%lchu 1din
| B e T Y T Rk Dowry case: Man convicted
¢ L e "‘q . ;- HABIGANJ. Feb 22: A court here on February 10 awarded a
I V e > man with one-year imprisonment for demanding dowry from
: ” W B ' . his wife, reports UNB. 4
i L Gy - Sy First Class Magistrate Anal Chandra Das convictle
R - | » " Mohammad Abdur Rahim of Sundatiki vlllaéc of Bahubol
e ’ T thana under Anti-dowry Law. Rahim's wife Sufia Khatun filed
- ) it ’ the case on November 6, 1996 against here husband after he
L expelled her along with their daughter for failing to bri Tk
o g A 20.000 from her father. Rahim earller realised Tk 40,000 as
' dowry by creating pressure on Sufla after their marriage in
April, 1994,
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Loan disbursed among women

PATUAKHALI. Feb 22: Bangladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDB) has disbursed Tk four lakh among 67 women for
rearing cattle and poultry birds, reports UNB.

The Board distributed the loan money to seven women
cooperative assocliations under the Integrated Rural
Development Programme for Women. Of the total amount, Tk
8 has been distributed among 18 women cooperators for
cattle rearing while the rest among 59 women for rearing of

poultry birds.

Man gets life-term

SATKHIRA, Feb 22: A special tribunal court here sentenced a
man life-term imprisonment in an arms case on February 10,
reports UNB.

Judge of Special Tribunal-2 SKM Anisur Rahman Khan
awarded Abdul Mazad Gazi of Chadnimoko of Shy ar for
carrying the arms. Police arrested Anisur from the same thana
with a shutter gun and two ammunition and filed the case with
Shyamnagar police on May 2, 1996.

Two unnatural deaths

town and its outskirts on Febru 10, reports UNB.

Police recovered the body of Seraj, 28, of Ghoral Ghat
Biswaspara in front of Mohini Mills office. Local people
informed police that Seraj was addicted to heroin and might
have died for taking the toxicant for long. On the same day,
Shaikh Jinna, 25, of Lahini Telipara of the outskirts of the
town allegedly committed suicide by taking poison. Family

Beauty and the Beast

Greek mythology goes that hyacinth sprang from the blood of Hyacinthus, a youth accidentally killed by Apollo. In this
part of the world water hyacinth is a stranger floating plant. A British colonial officer reportedly imported the plants
for the beautification of his garden. The plantis phenomenal reproductive capacity soon spread it throughout the
continent. In many areas of this riverine land, water hyacinth poses serious problem by shielding the water bodies.
This not only hampers pisciculture and navigation but also invites vector families to flourish. In rural Bangladesh
hyacinth serves as a cattle feed. Over the years scientists have been able to manufacture paper and even hard boards
with this widely available plant. Flowering season brings in joy rides for the children in the villages. The picture was

taken recently in Jamalpur district.
— Text by Morshed Ali Khan
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* Bangladesh University of Engineering
& Technology, Dhaka

No. EU/P&D/FP-1320/99-00/ME-123/D-58 (1999-2000) Dated: 20-2-2000

International Tender Notice for Purchase
of Boiler & Water Treatment Plant

Sealed tenders are invited from the reputed indentors/suppliers for the supply
and installation of Boiler and Water Treatment Plant of USA, Japan & European
Union origin against cash foreign exchange for the Department of Mechanical
Engg of this University. Tender schedule together with terms and conditions will
be available from the undersigned by showing the receipt of Tk 800.00 (Take eight
hundred) only (non-refundable) deposited in the Sonali Bank, BUET Branch,
Dhaka. Each tender must be accompanied by a Bank Guarantee/Bank Draft or PO
from any nationalised/scheduled bank of Dhaka in favour of the "COMPTROLLER,
BUET, Dhaka" amounting to 2% of the total quoted C&F value as bid bond/earnest
money without which no tender will be considered for acceptance. Tender will be
received by the undersigned up to.2:30 PM on 3-4-2000 and will be opened at the

|same time 1n presence of the tenderers.

The University reserves the right to accept or reject any tender without
showing any reason thereof.

No tender form will be sold against Pay Order, DD, Money Order and on the
day of opening of the tender.

Deputy Director
Planning & Development.
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— Star photo by Muhammad Ali

sources said he was suffering from severe gastritis. The bodies
were sent to General Hospital for autopsy.

Boy killed as two boats collide

BAGERHAT, Feb 22: A teen-age boy was killed when two
boats in the river Pashur collided in Mongla thana on
Wednesday, reports UNB.

The dead was identified as Sabuj Khan, 15, of Sheolabunia
village of same thana. Witnesses said the accident took place
when the two mechanised boats hit each other in the mid-river.
Sabuj, who was sitting at the edge of the boat, received serious
injuries. Later he succumbed to his injuries. Police arrested
both the boatmen — Ataur Rahman, 22, and Shah Alam, 40 — In
connection with the incident.
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KUSHTIA, Feb 22: Two unnatural deaths occurred in the




