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Clinton's visit

Dhaka may

request for
revising
itinerary

Diplomatic Correspondent

Dhaka is likely to request
Washington o revise the
itinerary of President Bill Clin-
ton's visit to Bangladesh.

A communication to this
effect will be sent through
diplomatic channel, sources
concerned said.

The decision to make the re-
quest lollows reports that the
LIS President will arrive in
Delhi on March 19, stay there
overnight and then proceed on
hiis day-long visil to Dhaka on
March 20. He will return to
Delhi in the evening and begin
his live-day tour of India from
March 21

No reason for the US Presi-
dent’s trip o Dhaka via Delhi
was communicated (o the au-
thorities here.

However, a highly placed
diplomatic source said officials
in Washington linked with
Clinton's visit are learnt to
have been “ncedlessly worried”
aboul the President’s securily
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Prayer Timings

o February 23 :
Bl - o | Amap Jr__J_am_agj_i
 Faijr 1 530 | 600
| Zohr | 1245 | 120 |
|_Asr | 430 4-45 |
| Maghrib | 600 | 605 |
|Esha | 730 { 800 |
|

| Source: Islamic Foundation

oungone fined

Tk 20cr for

By M Sha

The Customs authorities

have fined a top Korean com-

any Tk 20 crore [or evading Tk
gs crore Laxes.

The Company - Youngone
Hightech Sportswear Industries
ng - was directed by the Com-
missioner of Customs, Excise
and VAT yesterday (o immedi-
ately pay the fine and the
evaded Laxes.

The company imports duty
free cloth under bonded facility
for manufacturing sportswear
for export. Its factory is situated
in the Dhaka Export Processing
Zone (DEPZ) at Savar.

“The most horrifying thing
is that the owners of the com-

any are also owners of the lone
oreign-owned export process-
ing zone in the country in Chit-
tagong.” the Commissioner caid
in the order.

“During the course of hear-

tax evasion

msur Rahman

ing and inspection, it became
clear that some ¢ the compa-
nies in the export processing
zones do not care laws of the
country and resort to Ille%lal
acts for their own benelfit,” the

order said.
He said that the EPZ author-

ities and the customs officials
concerned also failed to per-
form their duties prnperlﬁ.

“If the activiti=s of the in-
dustries located in the EPZs are
not closely monitored, revenue
and industrial interest will be
seriously effected,” the order
said.

During inspection, a cus-
toms team found serious dis-
crepancies in the actual stock
ancF the ‘closing balance’ as per
the register maintained by the
company.

Tﬁe Assistant Audit Com-

See page 11 col 3

Ekushey programme
Showcause

notices on 9
BTV men

By Staff Correspondent

Two producers, one executive
producer, the chief photogra-
pher and five other ghntugra-

hers of Bangladesh Television

ave been served with show-
cause notices for 'negligence’ in
broadcasting live the Amar
Ekushey programme from the
Central Shaheed Minar on
February 20 midnight.

Serving the show-cause no-
tices, the general manager of
BTV asked the nine staff to re-
ply to the notices by noon Lo-
day,

}They were asked to show-
cause why they ‘tarnished’ the
image of the Bangladesh Televi-
sion by failing to maintain due
solemnity ol the programme
while putting it on air.

"All of us received Lhe notices
today (Tuesday) with utter
surprises. Where does the BTV
authorities find f[ault in airing
the Ekushey programme,” won-
dered one of the notice recipi-
ents talking on condition of
anonymity.

He told Daily Star that
though the notices did not carry
any grievances regarding pro-

See page 11 col 2
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Fresh quest for funds to
feed Rohingya refugees

Amid a very slow pace of
repatriation of Rohingya
refugees, the UNHCR has made a
fresh international appeal for
funds to run the two camps in
Cox's Bazar housing about
21,000 refugees.

“Until there is an amicable
solution to the refugee problem,
we have to approach donors lor
funds”. said an official at the
Dhaka office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). Positive response is
expected. he told The Daily
Slar.

Sinee 1992 "World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP] provided food
worth over 50 million US dol-

By Reaz Ahmad

lars for the Rohingya refugees.
In running the camps. UNHCR
had to seek funds from the in-
ternational community several
times despite a ‘donor-fatigue’
over the issue as refugee prob-
lems elsewhere shifted their fo-
CUS.

Out of some 21,000 Ro-
hingyas residing in two refugee
camps at Nayapara and Kulupa-
long in Cox's Bazar, only 7,000
have been recognized by
Myanmar authorities as their
citizens and are being taken
back at the rate of 50 per week.

As uncertainty loomed large
over repatriation of the re-
maining 14,000, the UNHCR in

Maj Gen JK Das
made Quarter
Master General

By Special Correspondent

Major General Jiban Kanai
Das has been appointed Quarter
Master General (QMG) of the
Bangladesh Army, sources con-
cerned said.

He is the senior most among
five brigadiers promoted to the
rank ol major general on Sun-
day.

Newly promoted Major Gen-
eral Abdul Matin, who is now
Defence  Attache in the
Bangladesh Embassy in Delhi,
on his return will take over
charge as Area commander of
Rangpur. The present Area
Commander, Major General
Nazmul Ahsan Amin, has been
appointed Adjutant General.

The post of full-fledged Area
Commander of Bogra fell va-
cant following the withdrawal
of Major General Anwar Hos-
sain some months back. The
post will now be filled up.

it may be mentioned here
that name of newly promoted
Major General N A Rafiqul Hos-
sain was Inadvertently printed

See page 11 col 6
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1998 had proposed to the
Bangladesh government for
their "local integration”, but it
was turned down.

Over the last one year, the
UNHCR interviewed heads of
the refugee f[amilies to verifly
their home addresses so that
Bangladesh government could
takeé up their cases with the
Myanmar government. The
process of checking their home
addresses is continuing, other
sources said.

About 2,50,000 Rohingyas
came to Bangladesh from
fArakan in-wesie

late 1991 1o escape persecution
See page 11 col 6

Arsenic victim Mannan at Dhaka Community Hospital.
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A child stands amidst the wreaths at Central Shaheed Minar in the city Monday evening.

—atar photo

Mother Language Day formally launched

PARIS, Feb 22: UNESCO Di-
rector General Koichiro Mat-
suura formally launched Inter-
national Mother Language Day
here yesterday at UNESCO
headquarters through an im-
pressive and colourful cere-
mony, reports BSS.

In his inaugural statement,
the director general said
mother language is one of the
mosl appropriate ways of as-
serling our own lIdentity and
one cannot live without it as
this carries our first notions of
the world.

He underscored that at a
time when intolerance is the
cause of many conflicts between
peoples, promoting linguistic
diversity and cultural plural-
ism will coptinue to' e one of
the prinie objectives 6f the UN-
l ESCO,

He thanked Bangladesh Am-
bassador Syed Muazzem Ali for
Lhe initiative that Bangladesh
had taken in this regard and re-
called the supreme sacrifice
that the people of Bangladesh
had made to preserve their lan
guage.

Matsuura pointed out that
the year 2000 has been pro-
claimed by the UN as the Inter-
national Year of Culture an
Peace and that the launching of
the International Mother Lan
guage Day will be a first step to-
wards world peace.

The Bangladesh Ambassador
and Permanenl Representative
to the UNESCO, Syed Muazzem

Ali conveyed greetings and
[elicitlations of President
Shahabuddinyr Ahmed and

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
The ambassador noted that

First step towards world peace

every year on this day the peo
Flv ol Bangladesh not only pay
omage to the martyrs, but also
make a [resh vow to preserve

and enrich their language,
Bangla, which is spoken by
more than 200 million in the

world today

Syed Ali expressed his deep
concemn al the disappéarance of
a large number of languages and
noted that this process must be
halted and reserved, as mother
languages are heritage of hu
mankind

He hoped that UNESCO will
undertake simple but cost-effec
LIVE programmes lor preserva
tion, promotion and develop
iment ol linguistic and cultural
pluralism

Vigdis Finnbogadoltis,. UN-

CO Loodwill Ambassador for

See page 11 col 5
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Glowing
tributes toy,
martyrs

By Staff Correspondent ;,
The nation pald glowing |
tributes to the historic Language i
Movement martyrs on the
Shaheed Day on February 21, i
plcd’ung afresh to materialise 4
the lofty ideals for which they
had made the supreme sacrifice
on that day in 1952.

The Day bore special si -
cance this year as the UN O
has declared February 21 as the
International Mother Language
Day.

}I:“rjr the first time, the Day
was observed in the 188 UN-
member countries,

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina led the nation
in paying homage to the mar-
tyrs by placing wreaths at the
Central Shaheed Minar in the
Cily.

The President placed
wreaths at one minute past
midnight Sunday night, fol-
lowed by the Prime Minister.

They stood there for some time
in solemn silence.

Leader ol the Opposition in
Parliament and BNP Chairper-
sont Khaleda Zia placed wreaths

See page 11 col 7

AL led every
struggle,
says Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yeslerday said it is
Awami Leapue which has
brought the nation all its

achievements

“Since its inception in 1949,
the Awami Leapue led each and
every struggle for establishing
the rights of the Bangalee na
tion irom the Language
Movement in 1952 to the strug-
¢le for independence in 1971°
she told a discussion meeting at
Pallan Maidan in the city f

The AL organised the meel-
ing in connection with the In-
ternational Mother Language
Day that was cbserved across
the world for the first time this
yvear

eclaration of Febiuary 21
as the International Mother

Sve page 11 col 8

Eight chargesheeted in

Nikunja murder case

The CID police submitted
chargesheet against eight peo
ple in the Nikunja Bihari Nath
murder case yesterday, reports
BSS.

Abdul Kahar Akand, a senior
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP) of the Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
who is also the Investigating Of-
ficer (IO) of the case, submitted
the chargesheet before the
CMM's Court, Dhaka.

Court sources said the inves-
tigating authorities have impli-
cated eight alleged muggers in
the hijack and murder case. Of
them six people have been ar-
rested so lar.

The 10 said they have listed a
total of 28 witnesses, with rick-
shaw driver Abdul Matin being
the principal witness in the
case.

"We have listed the recovered
knife which was used in the

killing of the joint secretary,
ind his blood stained cloths,
and other recovered materials
were shown as evidences of the
case,” the 10 added.

The arrested are Sukkur Ali,
Deen Islam, Shahinur Rahman,
Gaus Miah alias Rana, Khor-
shed Alam and Mujibur Rah
man. Two others accused
Ramzan and Mahinur are ab-
sconding since the murder.

Police mentioned the motive
of the killing as 'killing for da
coily .

The 10 said Sukkur Ali, one
ol the main accused, has con-
[essed his involvement in the
killing and named his associ-
ates before a metropolitan mag-
istrate.

Besides, rickshaw driver
Matin has identified all the ar-
resied as attackers and killers
of the joint secretary, the 10

See page 11 col |
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Arsenic poisoning

Gangrene slowly eating
away Mannan

By Staff Correspondent

'Jamai' Farooq arrested

from city restaurant

From Staft Correspondent

notorious Ershad Shikdar were

Gangrene is slowly eatin
away at Abdul Mannan, one o
arsenfec poisoning's latest vic-
Hms.

“We used to drink the water
fromm a tube well for about fif-
teen years,” said Mannan, who
operates a tea stall to support
his two brothers and two sis-
ters. "But | haven't drunk water
from It for the last six months.
| was drinking water from a
nearby pond alter boifling and
filtering it

“However, when my left foot
swelled and turned black in De-
cember, one of the doctors told
me | had developed problems
from drinking contaminated

tube well water.”
A team of doctors from

The country's only public
lood testing laﬂoralury tfncan'l
have the essential equipment it
needs to perform routine tests
for health hazards.,

"We have never had a chro-
matography machiné so many
of the tests perfarmed for pesti-
clde residue and heavy metals
in a typical laboratory are nol
done here,” sald a senifor offi-
clal from the Institute of Public
Health.

“This means we can't test the
'_rluallly ol our drinking water,

or screen for radiation or

Dhaka Community Hospital
found Mannan, 27, during an
arseniec screening at Ramgan|
police station in Noakhali dis-
irict this month.

Mannan arrived at the hos-
pital on Friday. Doctors said
they feared that Mannan, the
father of a two-year-old daugh-
ter. could loose all the toes on
his left foot, despite his precau-
lions,

Prof. Quazi Quamaruzza-
man, chairman of Dhaka
Community Hospital, sald any-
one who drinks arsenic con-
taminated waler for about nine
months could develop gangrene
or cancer even after switching
lo arsenic-iree water,

KHULNA, Feb 22: 'Jamai’ Fa-
rooq. condemned to death along
with Ershad Shikdar here on
sSunday, was arrested from a
Chinese restaurant at Mirpur
10 in Dhaka today.

A team of Khulna police
raided Paingking Chinese
Restaurant at about 8:15 pm
and arrested Farooq and Nasir
Khan, also an accused in sev-
eral cases,

The Special Court of Khulna
on Sunday awarded death sen-
tence to Ershad Shikdar and
Jamal' Farooq in Zainal Khan
murder case,

The KMP team was led by
Deputy Commissioner (DC),
North Mohammad Sarwar Hos-
sain.

The arrested accomplices of

being interrogated by a joint
team of KMP and DMP person-
nel in Mirpur thana custody till
filing of this report tonight.

Mceanwhile. people froin all
walks ol lile under the banner
ol 'Khulna Citizens' Committee
have again demanded immedi-
ate punishment to Ershad
Shikdar's beneficiaries in the
police department.

These corrupt police ofili
clals should not be spared from
being punished lor helping Er-
shad Shikdar acquire fabulous
wealth through criminal acts,
including murders and rapes.

His benefliclaries in the
Railway Department and Judi-
ciary should also be subjected to

See page 11 col 6

Lone food tes hng lab Limping

By Naimul Haq

dioxin, a deadly cancer causing
ﬂf,cnl. If you remember, a couple
ol months ago we imported
vetch that later proved to have
serious health effects. Unfortu-
nately, the laboratory had no
capacily to test for sub-standard
substances.”

The Institute's laboratory
tests about 100 foodstufls under
the 1967 Pure Food Rule,

However, sources sald the
food, agriculture, commerce
and lisheries and livestock
mindatries are importing e

amounts of food monthly. Each
ministry has a testing labora-
tory, but none tollow the guide-
lines set out in the 1959 Pure
Food Ordinance.

“The ordinance must be
amended immedigtely.” sald a
source. “"We cannot test for
these Items because they are
not on the list and we don't

have the equipment to test
them,”

Sources sald

agents added
sweetme at

colouring
to foods like
bhiscuits, yoghurt.

-y

toflee and chocolates often fail
lood tests, Genuine colouring is
very expensive, leading produc-
ers to opt lor cheaper agents
that can cause cancer if con-
sumed over long periods. India
has banned the use ol colouring
agents in food.

"Butter oil, salt and honey
are also heavily contami-
nated.” sald a source. "Out of
every 100 samples, almost 99
per cent. Spices are another
problem. Out of 100 samples,
about BD per conl Dl

@ The country’s largest land settlement in private sector

@ The future city-centre of Dhaka Metropolitan

@ Ideally located in the vicinity of Baridhara Diplomatic Zone

@ 25 to 100 fi. own road network of the project

@ Rajuk-planned 300 ft. wide road on the Northem side of the project
@ Rajuk’s East Baridhara is in the Eastern side of the project

Value of the land that was bought in 1988 has been
increased 10 times. The present value will be
increased faster than ever.

Now you decide whether to buy a plot at Guishan,
Banani or Baridhara at exorbitantly high price or
at Bashundhara at unthinkably low price!

YOU ARE CORDIALLY
REQUESTED TO VISIT THE
BASHUNDHARA PROJECT BEFORE
MAKING FINAL DECISIONTO BUY A PLOT
ELSEWHERE AT DMAKA CITY.

For more information please contact...

EWPD=  (An Enterprise of Bashundhara Group)
Sena Kalyan Bhaban (4th Floor), 195 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Phone : 9552329,9553999, 9569795, 95697934
Site Office : 8814061, 601740, Fax ; 9569172

E-mall : ewpd @ bol-onling.com wnbsl‘letm.mhundhal_n group.net
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