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Ande gﬁssi

(American tennis superstar)

"How easy it must feel look-
ing from the outside! To me. Ut
feels absurd.”

On his chance to achieve a
Grand Slam sweep this year,
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Surjo Tarun Club signed
Pakistani opener Mohammed
Ramzan yesterday.

Ramzan, a member of the

Pakistan team that toured
South Africa in 1997, arrived in
the city yesterday to play for the
new leviathan in the forthcom-
ing Premier Division Cricket

ch%e,
e 2]-year-old Faisalabad-
based right-hander, who was

-
] ous contender 'for
the Premier
_j League title, but

eamed the

distinction of being a gilant-

slayer only last season after

beating titans like Abahani

Krira Chakra and Brothers

Union and ﬁnlshinF sixth
a

ally denied the fifth place b
Mohammedan Sporting Clu
on run rate.

Their remarkable success
should not be dubbed as a flash
in the pan, argued some critics.
rani Bank. with a selection
of inexperienced local lads,
were commendably consistent
throughout the League, they
pointed out.

However, the situation is dif-
ferent this time as the League is
‘oing back to its old one-day
ormat with top six teams play-
ing in the Super League after the
first round. And the bankers
have also a new target for this
year.

Though they have lost left-
arm spinner Suja Erfan and
pacer Dofin. Agrani Bank have
revved up their last years' squad
by hiring seamer Mizanur
Rahman, left-handed opener
Mofizul Islam Biplab and mid-
dle-order batsman Mazharul
Haque. They have also retained
the service of leg-spinner
Mosaddeq Hossain.

Bankers are however count-
ing heavily on three Pakistani
players-- Shaheen Malik, Ali

Agrani Bank

ANWAR ... coach
Haider and Zaved Gauhar. The
Pak trio is expected to arrive
from Karachi today. Of the
three, Shaheen Malik played
lor the bankers last'season.

"Our initial aim is to make it
to the Super League. On reach-
ing there. we would set our new
target.” said Agrani Bank coach
Anwar Hossain Chowdhury at
the nets yesterday.

“The boys are eager to per-
form better this season and up-
set some more giants in the

this is a limited-over match
where anything can happen. To
me, every team is powerful. You
need to beat them on the
rround,” sald the long-standing
ank coach,

He plans to open the Innings

with Sajjad Qadir and Molfizul

Rahman comes in as the first
all-rounder behind them.

Skipper Ziauddin Shovon Is
likely to be pushed down to the
number seven spot. And their
tail includes Zaved Gauhar,
Mizanur Rahman, Mnsadde«:i
and left-arm spinner Russel
Khan.

Captain Ziauddin expressed
his satisfaction about the bat-
ting depth of his team, admit-
ting that the inclusion of t>ree
foreigners would certainly in-
crease the strength of his team.

"As [ar as the local batters
are concerned, we've got a pretty
solid line-up. If the Pakistanis
also play well, I think, none of
the aspirants should count us
out,” said the Bank skipper.

About his bowling depart-
ment, Ziauddin disclosed that
Mofizur Rahman and Mizanur
Rahman would share the new-
ball while Mazharul and Zaved
Gauhar back them up. Mosad-
deq Hossain, Russell Khan and
Shaheen Malik will take care of
the spin department,

“I think it is a balanced side
and we should reach the Super
League,” said Ziauddin.
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exchange papers after signing a sponsorship deal yesterday,
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Metropolitan (CCDM) has de-

ided to start the colourful lim-
ited-overs contest from Febru-
ary 23,

The prestiglous league, in-
volving twelve teams, will kick
off at the Bangebandhu Na-
tional Stadium with defending

[slam and send Mazharul hamplons Bangladesh Biman

?{?if-gdcl?;k::.rnng Kalabagan Haque to bat at number three. fﬂkiﬂg on Pmmgtﬂs City Club.
L e e M Shaheen Malik and All Haider [ While runners-up Abahani
eleven matches in the two-day e | i ) o i HIGER e
league outings but were eventu- four and five spots. Mofizur | jother promotes Gopibagh

Friends on the following day at
the same venue.

Although the fixture of the
League Is yet to be finalised,
CCDM secretary Mahmud-UI
Haq said that the Super Six sec-
ond round would be played un-
der lights at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium. This is for
the first time the League
matches would be held under
floodlight.

The twelve teams will play
each other in the 50-over-a-side
contest from where the top six
teams will move into the Super
Six to fight it out for the coveted
title while rest of the teams will
play in the relegation league.

) Besides, the ICC code of con-
duct would also come into play
in the league this year. '

To explain the ICC rules,
CCDM has also summoned the
captains of the twelve partici-
pating teams in the meeting at
the BCB conference room last
evening,

Ashraful against

foreign umpires
Sports Reporter

Action from Lthe Office Hockey League match between Blue Berry Travels and Sonali Bank
at the Maulana Bhasani National Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

Dipu Lal and
Amol Roy ol Ban-
¢ladesh entered
the quarterfinals
of the qualifying

- round of the 14th
Bangladesh International Ju-
nior Championship that began
al the Ramna National Tennis
Complex yesterday.

In the second round, Dipu

Sports Reporter

Alamgir Farouk howdhury
formally inaugurated the 18-
country ITF -approved meet in a
colourful opening ceremony
The qualifying round for four
berths in the boys singles began
immediately after the cere-
mony. '

The participants in the main
draw are

Girls: Radhika Tulpule, Liza
Pereira, Sania Mirza, Nondita
Chandrashekhar, Nischella
Reddy. Geeta Manohar, Samrita

Trouble in Office
Hockey League

The lone match of Shah
Sports Office Hockey League be-
tween Blue Berry Travels and
Sonali Bank Club was aban-
doned at the Moulana Bhasani
National Stadium yesterday,
reports UNB.

Blue Berry were leading by 1
0 goal when the mateh was
abandoned in the 39th minute
| al was scored by Mamun
irom a penalty corner

Alter conceding Lhe goal, the
bankers strongly protested the
umpire's decision and finally
relused to play demanding an-
cellation of the goal
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Int’l junior tourney on

Sekar. Vhishika Chetri, Nandi
Perumal (India), Iljima Ku-
miko, Hamamura Natsumi, Na-

gat Shoko, Takagishi Tomoyo,

Kasuya Yuri, Minami Keiko,

Oasa Aya (japan). Hsieh Su-Wei,
Lin Yi-Chieh, Tseng Chun-Ning

(Chinese Taipei), Chani Scheep-
ers, Karin Coetzee, Anca Anas-
tasiu (South Africa), Laosiri-
chon Pichaya, Ratanakrong
Praruvawan (Thailnad). Poon

Hui Yee (Hong Kong), Sanduni
Wijerathne (Australia), Naomi
Cookson (USA) and Shefal
Nushral Baishakhi, Disha Is-
lan i Jahan Tora (Ban

Lhme Walia
. ). Amanjot Singh
Ravi Krishna, Shivang Mishra,
Sunil Kumar, Karon Doctor.
Paratap Chaturvedi, CS Mo-
hanty, Harshit Sharma, Punna
Vishal, Nikhil Vijay Murali.
Nipun Gupta (India), Demia-

nenko Taras (Ukrain), Stephen
Timu (Canada). Adam Jaya
(Malaysia). Anuwat Dolodom
(Thailand), Marytyun Sofyrn
\rme Soeda Go (Japan),
Resmus Noerby (Denmark), Yu

iin Tung (Hong Kong] and
Kamran Khan
Ahsan. Alaingir Hossain.
Kabir Chowdhury.
Haider (Bangladesh)
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Azhar, Mongia returning

BOMBAY, Feb 20,
(AFP/AP): Sachin
Tendulkar on Sun-
day decided to step
down as Indian

&———J cricket captain af-
ter the South African series as
his predecessor Mohammad
Azharuddin roared back into
the Test team.

Tendulkar told the selectors
before the team was picked for
this week's first Test that he did
nol want to continue as captain
after the two Tests against the
South Africans.

Tendulkar told us he did aot
want to be captain,” Borde said.
"We tried to convince him oth-
erwise, but he was adamant. It's
his decision and we respect that
decision.”

Sachin to quit captaincy

Azharuddin, who is two
matches away from making 100
Test appearances, will bat at
number six behind the openers
and the experienced trio of
Rahul Dravid, Tendulkar and
Sourav Ganguly.

The 14-man squad also in-
cludes wicketkeeper Nayan
Mongia, who was axed for the
Australian tour, but there is no
place for flamboyant batsman
Ajay Jadeja.

Two uncapped slow bow.2rs,
off-spinner Nikhil Chopra and

K(

Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium

Jatrabari: 106 all out in 34
overs (Liton 30, Jashim 17:
'‘Kabir 3/26, Raju 2/18, Rana
2/95, Alamgir 2/28)

Khelaghar: 108 for two
wickets in 21.2 overs (Sabuj
58, Paris 25; Rahman 2/38)

Result: Khelaghar won by

eight wickets.

Khelaghar Samaj Kalyan
Sangha registered their sixth
win in the First Division
Cricket League when the Damal
Smriti champions thumped
down an eight-wicket defeat on
Jatrabari Krira Chakra at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
yesterday.

In a low-scoring affair, Khe-
laghar shot a lowly Jatrabari
out for 106 in 34 overs and then
went on o score 108 for the loss
ol only two wickets in 21.2
overs,

i: Former Indian
| captain Moham
mad Azharuddin
suffered a bruised
thumb as the Sou-

Beed 50

th Africa bowlers spit fire in
their lour opener here on
Sunday. reports AFP

The 37-vear-old, who was re-
called for this week's lirst Test,
was hit on the left thumb by a
rising delivery from fast bowler
Mornantau Hayward after scor
ing nine.

The fiery Hayward also
grabbed four wickets as the In-
dian Board President's team,
replying to the tourists’ 293-6
declared. were shot out for 172
on the second day of the three

day match at the Brabourne
Stadium

The South Africans reached
03-3 in their second knock by

stumps, giving them an overall
lead of 214 and a good chance ol
lorcing a morale-boosting win
on the [inal day

b \ left-armer Murli K : e - '
::::mrii'razgeﬁdh1?0:221(?1%113{3111}1 A zﬁ-lzcar-old. il g been n-lflufiin in Lighsiguaizja‘;; Opener Shabaz scored an Indian cricket board secre:
.Southh Alrica lays for Pak- garded as the number one bats- support spin SPEarhE’ld Anil .””lwm“‘ o8 oll 78 balls that tary Javawantl Lele said
2 Natmn“i S?hly 4 c man in the world, sald he was Kumble ; included six hits across the Azharuddin's injury was not
| ; al Shippin orpo- taking moral responsibility for A .A! k rope. Earlier, Kabir, with three serious enough to prevent him
ration (PNSC) in the domestic the disastrous tour of Australia, it O P WAUEL L, i

First Class cricket.

This is his visit to Dhaka. He
however played club cricket in
Durham and Sharjah.

Ramzan apart, Surjo Tarun,
who finished third in the
League table last year, are also
expecling 1o rope in two more
Pakistani cricketers to
strengthen title campaign. Th
are tall off-spinner Arsha
Khan and Akhter Sharfaraz.

Pakistan earn
full points

where India lost all three Tests
and seven of the eight one-day
internationals.

"Before the season started, |
had told the selectors that | was
reluctant to become captain,”
Tendulkar sald in a statement.

"But I took up the jobs as |
was the most experienced
player, and the selectors felt |
was the best man for the job,

1 will continue for the home
series against South Africa so
that my successor gets time to
settle down.” he said.

Tendulkar's stunning an-
nouncement came just before
the selectors met, indicating it
may nol have been connected

‘SACHIN TENDULKAR

Borde, who said Tendulkar's
successor had not been decided,
added that neither the captain
nor coach had anything against
Azharuddin.

‘We decided to take a young
team to Australia, obviously it

maran will share the new ball
with Javagal Srinath after
long-time partner Venkatesh
Prasad was dropped for lack of
form.

Opener Wasim Jaffer and
middle-order batsman Mo-
hammad Kaif, who led India to
victory in the under-19 World
Cup In Sri Lanka last month,
are the new faces In the squad,

SQUAD

Sachin Tendulkar (capt),
Wasim Jaffer, Venkat Laxman,
Rahul Dravid, Sourav Ganguly,
Mohammad Azharuddin,
Nayan Mongla, Anil Kumble,
Nikhil Chopra, Murli Karthik,
Javagal Srinath, Ajit Agarkar,

wickets for only 26 runs, led the
Jatrabari demolition. New-ball
bowler Alamgir, Raju and Rana
(junior)-- who took two wickets
apiece, supported Kabir nicely.

~ Skipper Liton, with a defiant
30, ollered some sort of re-
silience for Jatrabari.

Rajshahi varsity
cricket champs

RAJSHAHI, Feb 20: Hosts
Rajshahi clinched the inter
varsity cricket title beating
Dhaka by seven wickets in the
final at the university ground

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 20: | did not work 1m: '
o _ with Azharuddin's recall for the not work so we have called Thiru Kumaran, Mohammad here today, reports UNB.
tﬁ:::?n”i[h]mﬂ:}ﬁ.ﬂéhfnhfﬁg first Test, which starts here on Pack Azhar,” Borde said. Kaif. I}'hakgr bi?tttd first after
Thursday. ==| winning the toss and were all

10th Sultan Azlan Shah Cup
men's field hockey tournament
defeating New Zealand 3-1 Sun-
g%y in Kuala Lumpur, reports

Stunned by an early goal
from New aland striker
Umesh Parag, Pakistan retali-
ated with three goals in the
Space of 10 minutes Lo boost
their points tally to seven from
three points.

Malaysia lead the round-
robin league standings with
nine points from three
Matches, while Pakistan are
tied on seven points with South

Critics have suggested that
the pressures of captaincy were
allecting Tendulkar’'s batting,

inted India's captain in 1996,
>ul he gave up the job after 17
monihs as selectors felt that the
critics were right.

But he was recalled to the job
last year after India performed
badly at the World Cup cricket
under the captaincy of
Azharuddin.

Azharuddin was sacked as
captain after the World Cup in
June and was a controversial
omission for the Australian
tour, reportedly because he was

r

Tendulkar was first ap- -

out for 132 in 49.4 overs,

Tito of Rajshahi captured
three wickets giving away 17
runs while Nayan took two
wickels conceding 30 runs.

In reply, Rajshahi faced no
trouble and reached their target
of 133 for the loss of three
wickets only in 19.5 overs.

Palash of the hosts con-
tributed 51 ofl 45 balls and was
udjt.nd&cd man-of-the-match
while Ripon added 31.

Bikash, Masud and Babul of
Dhaka clalimed one wicket each
giving away 16, 25 and 25 runs

' respectively,

South Korea's superior goal |unwanted by Tendulkar and ational player Mushfiqur
difference has placed them sec- . | coach Kapil Dev. Rahman Babu of Rﬂljﬂhﬂhl was
ond, followed by Pakistan. Tendulkar attended the se- adjudged man-of-the-tourna-

European champions Ger-
Many continued to struggle
With Southeast Asfa’'s hot and
conditions but secured a

lection committee meeting, but
Kapil, who was also Invited,

failed to turn up.
Chalrman of aselectors

ment for his outstanding per-
formance In the week-long
meet,

Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi

Hasina Mohsin (R), wife of Col Mohsin Ahmed

Choudhury, Station Commander, Dhaka Cantonment,

handing over prizes after the annual athletics competition
of Banzlltild_n E ln_lor_nllt;onal School (BIS) at DOHS,

University Prol Saidur Rahman
Khan was the chiel guest in the
day’s final and later distributed
trophies,

Chandu Borde sald he had
failed 1o suade Tendulkar to I

Ard-earned 3.2 ﬂctortra over
tda to take fourth place in

s mind.
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from playing in the first ol two
Tests starting at the Wankhede
Stadium here on Thursday.

"Azhar has a swelling of the
soft tissue in his left thumb,
and it should be okay in the
next 48 hours.” Lele said.

Left-arm1 spinner Clive EK-
steen cemented his Test place
with three [or 51 as the home
team strupgled to dominate the
South Alrican attack.

Skipper Ajay Jadeja. an-
other contender for the Test se-
ries, made just two before he

N

South African wicketkeeper Mark Bou

was caught behind off Hayward

Wicketkeeper Nayan Mon-
gia, who was recalled to the Test
side. fell in similar fashion
against express bowler Allan
Donald after scoring 16.

The President's Xl were re-
duced to 123 for eight, before the
last-wicket pair of Amit Bhan-
dari and Harbhajan Singh
smashed 49 ofl 44 balls to pre
vent a follow-on

Bhandari hit two sixes in an
unbeaten 30, while Harbhajan
made 38 wilh the aid of seven
boundaries

Harbhajan then took two

wickets with his off spin as the
tourists slipped to 59 for three
in their second innings, before
skKipper Hansie Cronje's un
bealen 29 took them to safety

SCOREBOARD

Sscoreboard on the second
day of the three-day match be-
tween the louring South Alrica

and the Indian Board Presiden-
U's on Sunday

SOUTH AFRICA: First in
nings 293 for 6 declared.

BOARD PRESIDENT'S: First

innings

Arunkumar b Hayward 9
Jaller Ibw b Kluesener 12
Kail b Hayward 23
Azharuddin retired hurt 9

Jadeja ¢ Boucher b Hayward 2
Mongia ¢ Boucher b Donald 16
Karthik ¢ Eksteen b Havward 0
Kumaran ¢ Cullinan b Eksteen 8

H Singh ¢ and b Ekstleen 38
Rrohanty ¢ and b Eksteen 0
Bhandari not out 30
Extras: (b-4. 1b-10. nb-11) 25

Total: (All out in 53.2 overs) 172
Fall of wickets: 1-9; 2-46; 3-
4-75: 5-75: 6-96: 7-114, 8-

08

N -

cher (C) gets excited as the ball

the front foot

123.9-172
Bowler 0O M "R"W
Donald 11 g Zf ]
Havward |7 2 68 4
Kallis 5 3 5 0
Kluesener 5 3 7 ]
Eksteen 15.2 o ol 3
SOUTH AFRICA: Second
innings
Kirsten lbw b Mohanty 4
Gibbs Ibw b Harbhajan 28
Kallis b Harbhajan 12
Cullinan retired hurt 2
Cronje not out Pl

Strydom not out i
Extras: (b-4, Ib-2)

) v

Total: (For three wickets in 36 overs) 93
Fall of wickets: 1-6; 2-30; 3-
559
Bowler O M B
Mohanty e 7 1
Kumaran 6 ) 19 0
Harbhajan 10 ] 31 2
Bhandari C o1& 0
Karthik 4 - a0 0
Kail 2 ] 2 0

Mutual Cup

>
Q'land meet WA
in final

BRISBANE. Feb 20: Queens-
land beal New South Wales mn
Brisbane on Sunday to claim a
place in next weekend's final of
the Mercantile Mutual Cup do-
mestc one-day cricket competi-
(10N, reports Reuters.

Queensiand will face Western
Australia aflter beating New
>outh Wales by three wickets al
the Allan Border Field in Bris-
bane on Sunday.

SCORES: NSW 210-6 (Mark
Higgs 74); Queensland 214-7
([Clinton Perren 86).

& |
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travels towaras

skipper Hansie Cronje brushing Ajay Jadeja’s pads on the second day of the three-day tour

match at Bombay yvesterday.
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