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BAN OK. Feb 20: Devel-
eﬂ ..?dxdevelnpl countries
this weekend that inter-
mt—mdlil and gl?galleco-
nmﬁ on cou ay a
e BOllding & Dotter
;-,r world for rich and

Rcutcrs
p@é although hailed as a

uth acrappinF
econference of th

op ent agency UNCTAD
" to have dumle little to
. eement closer on
bﬂ'n_ghi a new trade round.
The atmosphere has cer-
muc improvcd here
ok.” said Morocco's
ambasaadnr to the World Trade
o:ﬁanlsatlnn (WTO), Nacer Ben
J who has emerged as a
gure in North-South dis-
cusslona at the Geneva-based

bp‘ind Mexico's envoy Alejandro
de la Pena agreed that the
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UNCTAD gathering could help
create a new climate easing
movement towards fresh [ree
trade talks in the 135-member
WTO.

A senior WTO official said
Director-Geéneral Mike Moore —
who held one-on-one talks with
many f(rade ministers from
poorer countries in Bangkok —
appeared to have succeeded In
convincing them that he was
sincere in his declared com-
mitment to help them.

“It's been an uphill struggle,
but it's coming through,” the of-
ficial told the agency.

A brutsi nine- month battle
leadin oore’s appointment
for a ttrec ear term from last
September had left a legacy of
anger among many developing

countries and suspicion that the

New Zealand prime
minister was a US placeman.
Washington had backed him
hard for the post against Thai-
land's Deputy Prime Minister

former
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Supachal Panichpakd}, who had
the support of a majority of
develo countries.
Meanwhile, an AP report
says: Rich and poor nations

‘'secking ways to create a fair

deal cxpreasgd hope at a UN
trade confere hat globalisa-
tion and new nology could
lift billions of people out of
poverty.

Buf when the UN Conference

“on Trade and Development
. ended Saturday,
‘showed reluctance to break any

rich countries

specille new ground to push the
world trading system forward
as a whole, much less {ind a
new role for developing countries
init.

Rubens Ricupero, the secre-
NCTAD, billed
the meeting as part of the
"healing process” lollowing the

collapse of the World Trade Or-

‘ganization's summit in Seattle

into street protests and acri-
mony between nations.

Senlor US officlals have
been cnnaplcuoun by their ab-
sence in B

In fact, the chlef trade rego-
tiators for the United Stotes,
Japan and the European Union
met Friday in Wnshu\ﬁfgn about
the need for a new round,
a symbollc statement about
where the real power in trade
talks lies.

JThe Euro
is a friend of the poor. It went
to Seattle claiming it was lookin
for a "Development Round" o
trade talks.

Yet the EU came into conflict

with developing countries over,
its agricultural subsidy pro-
ramme and {ts insistence that
ssues such as labour rights
and the environment should be
considered. Developing nations
view this as a deliberate move
to make their goods more ex-
pensive.,

No major trading power has
been willing to give unconditional

an Union says it

trade round still far off

S Good feeling at Bangkok may die at negotiating table

agreement to a programme (o
open its markets completely to
goods from the world's 48 poor-
est countries,

UNCTAD, which promotes
trade as a tool to enrich poor
countries, may have restored a

 degree of hope to ceveloping na-

tions that thelr concerns are
being taken seriously.

But in the end, the confer-
ence <an do nothing directly to
influence the World Trade Or-
ganisation or to put pressure on
individual countries,

The WTO certainly isn't
making greatdpmgresa on its
own. It agreed this month to
start ncgntialinns on freeing the
markets for agriculture and
services, but members agreed
to do that when the organisation
was founded in 1994,

The negotiations themselves
won't really get going for years,

-and the method of negotiating is

still to be decided.

China, EU start
crucial WTO
talks today

BEIJING Feb 20: With time
tickin ,;_r {0 get China into
the orld rade Organisation
this year, EU officials were due
in Béljing today for what they
hope will be the final
reach a market- nptnlng deal,
reporis Reulers.

The EU is the most {mpor-
tant WTO member yet to con-
clude a trade accord with China

after B‘-"Ui”ﬁ] reached agreement’

with the
November.
Both sides have ralsed hopes
of a bréeakthrough in the Beljing
‘talks that start on Monday.

Premier Zhu Rong|i told vis-
iting WTO chief Mike Moore
last week he hoped a deal would
emerge [rom the Beljing talks,
and EU Trade Commissioner
Passcal Lamy has sald that if

nited States last

all goes well in the first two or’

three days he would be ready to
jump on a plane to Bel{ing

China must reach agree-
ments with all WTO members
before it can join the body that
sets rules for global trade.
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