Chinese delegation led b

Minister for e
Zhanyg Jiyao called on Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-

zak in the latter's secretari .
fice yesterday, reports IELSS:S::lt o

vice minister of the
and necessity of construction of
Ganges Barrage and sought
Chinese help and assistance in
this regard. Both the ministers
expressed identical opinior on
the problems of

erosion faced by the two coun-
tries.

Chinese delegation to Bangla-
de:sh: Razzak said the exisligng
relations between China and
Bangladesh are excellent and
hoped that it would be further

strengthened in the years to
come.

the
tual interest.

of eminent Nazrul researcher
and founder of Nazrul Academy
poet Talim Hossain will be ob-
served tomorrow, re

poet have chalked out a day-
lon
of the day.

fering fateha at the grave of the
poet at :
Qurankhwani at 21, West 1eial-
ibagh residence of the poet at 11
am, milad mahfil alter Asr
prayers and discussion meeting
on the life and works of Talim
Hossain at 7 pm.

cultural activists and relatives
have been requested by the
family members of the poet to
attend the lunctions.

Vice-Marshal
Ahmed left Dhaka on Saturday
night for a four day visit to
Singapore, reports BSS.

pore, the chief of air staff will

2 The Beily Star :

Chinese team
calls on
Abdur Razzak

The visiting eight-member

Water Resources

An official press release said
discussed matters of mu-

Razzak apprised the Chinese
importance

siltation nd

Welcoming the visit of the

Poet Talim
Hossain's
anniversary of
death tomorrow

The first death anniversary

rts BSS.
The family members of the

programme in observance
The programme includes of-

Banani at 10 ~2m,

Well wishers, literary and

Air chief to
attend confce
In Singapore

Chief of the Air Staff Aur
Jamal Uddin

During his stay in Singa-

attend the Millennium Air
Power Conference and will wit-
ness the Asian Air Space Exhi-
bition-2000. He is scheduled to
call on the Chief of the Singa-
porean Defence Forces Lieu-
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Artistes presenting recitation at a cultural function organised by
Nirmul Committee at the TSC road island on the Dhaka
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JS body reviews
BRTA activities

A meeting of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Communications Ministry
yvesterday reviewed the activi-
ties of the Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA),
reports UNB. :

Leaders of the counirys
transport workers and owners
associations raised their vari-
ous problems in the meetng.
The meeting was told that the
communications ministry
would take initiative to arrange
an inter-ministerial coordina-
lion meeting soon to resolve the
problems.

The meeting also laid stress
on the necessity of modernisa-
tion of the existing national
transport policy. _

Chaired by commitiee€
chairman Afsaruddin Ahmad
the meeting was also attended
by Communications Minister
Anowar Hossain. -

West Bengal agri
minister arrives
tOMOrrow"

Minister for Agriculture and
Consumer Affairs of West Ben-
gal Narendra Nath Dey arrives
tomorrow on a four-day official
visit, reports UNB.

He will lead a four-member
delegation. During the visit
Nath will call on Agriculture
Minister Matia Chowdhury,
Fisheries and Livestock Minis-
ter ASM Abdur Rob and State
Minister for Planning Dr Mo-
hiunddin Khan Alamgir.

The West Bengal Minister
will visit Bangladesh Agricul
tural Research Institute and
Bangladesh Rice Research Insti-
tute. He will also visit IPM pro-
gramme atl Joydevpur.

Besides, Nath will
visit Bangabandhu Memorial
Museum, said an official hand-
oul.

BCL celebrates
Int'l Mother
Language Day

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), student wing of ruling
parly, yvesterday brought out a
procession on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus to mark the In-
ternational Mother Language
Day today.

Following the procession,
BCL held a rally at the Aperajeo
Bangla at noon.

Addressing the rally, the
BCL leaders urged the students
to uphold the honour of Bangla
language and significance of In-
ternational Mother Language
Day.

Presided over by Sajjad Hos-
sain, the rally was also ad-
dressed, among others, by Ba-
hadur Bepari, Ajay Kar
Khokan, AKM Azim, Alamgir
Hasan and Delwar Hossain.
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capital other than Dhaka :
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solve city's worsening traffic?

Environment Department chiefs debate a solution

Should Bangladesh have an-
other capital to redeem Dhaka
crumbling under pressures of
burgeoning population, mush-
rooming structures and honk-
ing fleets of transport?

The question cropped up at a
press briefing yesterday on the
worsening environmental con-
ditions of the capital city of
nearly ten milllon, reports
LUNB.

The chief of the governmen-
U's environment department
endorsed the idea of a second
capital for the country to ease
the Fressurcs on Dhaka at the
briefing.

Dhaka will eventually be-
come a dead city if haphazard
construction of high-rise build-
ings are not stopped immedi-
alely, it was observed at the
news briefing.

“"We don't say we oppose con-
struction of high-rises. But,
what we say is high-rises fulfil
all prerequisites for maintain-
ing an environment for every-
body's livelthood," said De-
partment ol Environment Di-
rector General AR Khan while
briefing the members of the Fo-
rum for Environmental Jour-
nalists:

He observed that the envi-

ronmental situation of the cap-.
ital is so bad that the DOE can't
give permission for construct-
ing high-rises until a proper
plan Is lormulated.

"If the present law is not re-
laxed or modified and the plans
are nol formulated locating
permissible areas for construc-
tion of high-rises, it will be dif-
ficult for DOE to give permis-
sion for high-rise buildings," he
sald.

Only three months ago Ra-
juk, responsible for developing
the capital, made a provision
that the builders would have to
take no-objection certificate

drom the Department of Envi-

ronment to get their high-rise
plans approved. Buildings with
more than 6 [loors are consid-
ered high-rises.

Considering the exis.ng
laws and the Environment
Guidelines 1997, the DOE de-
cided to give no-ubjection cer-
tificates only if the plan fulfills
all the criteria set by it, includ-
ing the service situation of all
the service organisations like
electricity, WASA and City Cor-
poration.

According to AR Khan none
of the plans submitted so far got
no-objection certificates from

the DOE as none could live up to
the sel criteria.

"So far, DOE got 16 to 17 ap-

plications and none could fulfil
the criteria,” he told the jour-
nalists.

The official also said that
the DOE Is under tremendous
pressure from the influential
quarters, Including high gov-
ernment officials, for issuing
NOCs. He will not name the in-
[luentials to cluteh no-
objection certificates illepally.

However, the DOE DG ag sed
that his department was
equipped enough to perform its
responsibilities. ''e suggested
that the resgunsibllltﬂ:hould
be performe the Rajuk it-
sell. Presently, the DOE's man-
power is only 138 against an
approved strength of 178.

"CIDA recommended that
DOE should have a 15,000-man
staff. However, if we get only
1.500 people to work, we can
manage the situation.”

Explaining -the acute envi-
ronmental problem of the ca%l—
tal, AR Khan said although the

overnment in 1995 formulated
road-based master plan for the
capital, “"We still continue to
follow the 1959 master plan
formulated for a provincial

Supply of urea sufficient

Tofaill addresses review meet

Sulficient urea has been
stockpiled at 26 bulffer godowns
across the country and mill
godowns of six urea factories to
ensure smooth supply of fer-
tiliser to farmers at fair price
during the current irri-boro
season, Industries Minister
Tofail Ahmed sald yesterday.
reports UNB.

He told a review meeting
held at the Industries Ministry
that 176,348 tons of urea is now
in stock at buffer godowns and
another 44,484 tons in transit
to meet the demand of 328,628
tons during the month of
March. Another 1,00,000 tons
are already in stock at mills’
godowns. Stocks are being in-
creased by production in own

mills and procuring 25,000 tons

from KAFCO.

The BCIC officials informed
the meeting that most of the fer-
tilizer allotted for February
have been lifted by the dealers.
They said. due to huge supply of
urea at districts, 194,849 tons of
urea would be available at mill
godowns and buffer stock after
meeling the demand of March.

The stock will be increased

Expressing satisfaction over
the production, supply and dis-
tribution of fertilizer, the min-
ister said, present government
has achieved tremendous suc-
cess in making available suffi-
cient fertilizer at the door steps
of farmers at fair price. As a re-
sult, he said, farmier have got
bumper crops for the last three
years. He asked the BCIC offi-
cials and district and upazila
monitoring committees 1o
maintain their constant moni-
Lorin% to ensure regular supply
and lair price of urea at local
level.

Reviewing the progress of
setting up another urea factory
in northern region and two di-
ammonium phosphate plants
in Chittagong, the minister
asked the BCIC officials to
complete the process within
three months. He said, the gov-
ernment wants to make
Bangladesh as a lertilizer ex-
porting country after meeting
country's 6.8 per cent annual
growth ol nitrogen and phos-
phatic manure demand.

BCIC Chairman M Anwarul

Chehlum (;f NY
fire victims

today

The chehlum of three mem-
bers of a family who died in a
fire in New York will be held to-
day morning at the family's
Mianbari house in Nabinagar
thana, Brahmanbaria, reports
BSS.

Businessman and contractor
Kabir Ahmad (Hasan), his-wife
Taslima Ahmad (Rebu) and
daughter Lutfa Begum (Rimi)
died in an apartment fire in
New York last month.

creation of zones allowin

Capllal.' . ;

n, there is no provision
for high-rises in the 1959 mas-
ter plan "and we don’t have
proper guideline where to con-
struct the high-rises, where not.

But, the Rajuk has given the
ermission of constructing
igh-rises here and there only
using its discretionary power,”
said the DOE DG about the
mishmash,

He said that the DOE preé':rﬂa
nite types and height of build-
ings.

“We have suggested this at
the recent meeting of the Na-

tional Executive Committee on

Environment headed by the
Environment Minister.”

He said many of the mem-
bers. including the minister,
supromd the idea terming it
the last opportunity to save the
capital.

Minor boy ran

over by car
By Staff Correspondent

A three-year-old boy was run
over by a speeding car in city's
Ramna area yesterday.

Police lailed to seize the ve-
hicle or arrest the driver.

The dead boy was identified
as Joy, 3, son of Shahadat Ali
and a resident of Anandabazar
in Ramna area.

The car ran him over as he
was walking on the street. He
was laken to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in a critical
condition where the attending
doctor declared him dead.
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