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Rooppur project
Plan to sign

20-yr accord
with US

Dhaka and Weshington are
gl;ﬂng to sign a 20-year nu-

r cooperation agreement (o
revive the Roopp
Power Plant.
sources told UNB.

~ The sources indicated that

the issue of nuclear cooperation

it be raised during US Pres-
ident Bill Clinton's visit to
Bangladesh on March 20.

The cabinet recently a
proved the action plan of the

roject designed to produce 600-
W of electricity.

The project, initiated in
1962 at Ishwardi in Pabna, was
virtually stalled due to lack of
interest by previous govern-
ments as well as shortage of
fund and technological assis-
tance. Initial cost ol the plant is
likely to be USS900 million to
USS1 bilhon,

A cabinet committee headed
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Is working to put the
nuclear plant in action.

Atomic Energy Commission
sources said that a 10-year
agreement earlier signed with
Washington expired in 1992,
The new agreement, which will
be the extension of the previous
agreement, may envisage trans-
fer of nuclear technology.

All factors are now in favour
of setting up such a nuclear
plant after Bangladesh signed
the agreements on Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT) and Com-

rehensive Test Ban Treaty
CTBT).

Work on the plant is ligely
to start some time this year. An
open tender seeking funds and
technical assistance would be

ur Nuclear
diplomatic

floated shortly, the sources
saidl
The Atomic Energy Com-

mission has already sent doc-
uments of the project to the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

Judgement in
Zainal Murder
Case today

From Staff Correspondent

KHUENA “ FeD 19 The
Judgement in  Zainal Khan

Murder Case will be delivered
by the Special Court here to-
MOorrow

Of the 10 accused, five In-
cluding Ershad Shikdar will be
produced before the special
court to hear the judgement.
Five accused are being tried in

absentia. They are Jamai
Farugue. Shehab Ali. Nasir
Khan, Zainal Sheikh and ldris
Jamai.

Aporover Noor-e-Alam will’
also be produced belore the

eourt alongwith Shikdar, Li-

aquat Lashkar. Tunda H’lrmnr

and Nazim Sarder.

The judgement is expected in 1
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Pak forces ready to
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counter any attack

/
\'\

ISLAMABAD, Feb 19: Mili-
tary ruler Gen Pervez Mushar-
ral accused uneasy neighbour
India of war mongering today
and warned that Pakistan
would defend itself against ag-
sressive action [rom across its
rorcler, reports AP,

"Pakistan’'s armed forces are
fully prepared to effectively
counter any au,resstnn against
the motherland,” Musharraf
wias quoted as saying In a
statement issued by the army's
public relations wing.

Musharral made the com-
ments while addressing officers
in Multan, In eastern Punjab
province, some 400 kilometers
south ol the capital Islamabad.
He accused ln(FHa of war mon-
gering out of [rustration.

Pakistan and India regu-

larly trade fire along the dis-
puted Kashmir border. with
each side accusing the other of
[iring the first shot, In recent
months the incidents of cross-
border firing has increased
substantially.

Today Pakistani oflicials
said two women were killed
when Indian troops fired a vol-
lev ol artillery shells into the
Neelum Valley. Another seven
people were mjurr:d also by In-
dian shells. in a nearby village,
they said.

‘We are
threats being
across the border.” Musharraf
said in his address to his
troops. "We are vigilant and ca-
pable to (foil)] any attempl of
adventure by the adversary.

Both India and Pakistan

fully alive to the
hurled from

~ Gen Musharraf warns Delhi against
war mongering

possess nuclear weapons, hav-
ing conducted tit-for-tat nu-
clear tests in 1998.

India has been particularly
Iullluunl toward Pakistan
since the Pakistan army took
power last Oclober, throwing
oul the civilian government o
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil
in a bloodless coup.

India has urged other coun-
tries to ostracize Pakistan
while the military rules.

Relations took a lurther turn
for the worst last December
when an Indian Airlines plane
was hijacked and taken to Kan-
dahar in southern Afghanistan.

AFP adds from Delhi;
France and the US this week in-
creased pressure on India o re-
sume a dialogue with bitter ri-

See page 11 col 7

5 more liquor victims die

Negligence of duty

by 2 DNC men

By Staff Corréspondent

Gross negligence ol duty by
two oflicials ol the Department
of Narcotics Control (DNC) led
to the Feni tragedy in which 56
people died of methanol poison-
ing till yesterday.

DNC officials who returned
to the city yesterday after inves-
tigations in Feni told The Daily
Star that two of their officers —
Inspector Shahabuddin and
Assistant Sub-Inspector Abul
Kalam — were not present at
their stations for three days
from February 15.

Departmental action against
them is in process, sald a top
DNC oflicial.

The tragedy began on Febru-

ary 16 when at least 22 people

" died and anothier 50 fell sick at

Feni town and some villages in
the district after taking recti-
filed spirit mixed with
methanol. Since then, the death
toll continued to rise.

Some unscrupulous traders
mix methanol with rectified
spirit whenever Lhey get chance,
the DNC oflicials said. Since
the two are of the same colour,
people can not understand
when these are mixed, they
added.

In May last vear, 121 people
died of methanol poisoning in
Narsingdi. After this, DNC had
suggested adding a ecial
colour to methanol so lmt it
looks dillerent.

While talking to this corre-
spondent, the DNC officials
wondered why the suggestion
was not iinplemented by the du-
thorities concerned,

“Since methanol has got in-
dustrial use, it can not be
banned. But a special colour can
be mixed to make it look differ-
ent.” one of the ollicials said.

The three-member DNC in-

See page 11 col 2

Young man
shot dead
in Feni

From Our Correspondent

FENI, Feb 19: A young man
was shot dead and his two
brothers were injured by
unidentified assailants at vil-
lage Kalidah under Feni thana
last night.

Police identified the victim
as Babul Chandra Sutradiar.
20, son of Hemanta Chandra
Sutradhar. The injured are
Mridul Sutradhar, 25, and Ran-
jan Sutradhar,

According
family sources, a group of
armed men stormed Babul's
house at midnight and shot him
point blank. He died on the
spot

Babul's two brothers
Mridul and Ranjan were beaten
up mercllessly by the armed
men as they trn'fi to resist- the
attackers,

Babul's body was sent to Feni
hospital for autopsy. The in
jured were admitted to a private
clinic in the town.

A case was liled with Feni
thana, but none was arrested
till filing of this report at 7 pm
loday.
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Sammilita Sangskritik Jote accorded a reception to Language Movement veterans at the Central Shaheed Minar

yesterday.

Reception to
veterans of
[Language

Movement

By DU Correspondent.

Sammilita Sangskritik Jote
(SSJ) hosted a reception to the
veterans ol the historic Lan-

guage Movement al the Central
‘-almlutd Minar yesterday. Lhe
last day of its 12-day pro-

crammes marking Fthllmn 21,
the International Mother Lan-
guage Day,

The veterans were presented

bouquets. honorarinms and
crests for their role in the Lan-
guage Movement, The veterans

include KG Mustala. Advocate
Alauddin Hossain. Abul Mal Al

Muhit., Abdul Matin. Sarder
Fazlul Karim, Mahbubul Alam
Chowdhury, Dr. Sharila
aﬂm;u_-hun:l Haq. Dr.-Sufia

Aluned, Sved K mnuddlrl Hos-
sain. Dewan Farid Gazl. MR Ak-
ther Mukul, Waludul Haqg, Sved
iadruddin Hossain, Kamal Ud-
cdin Ahhmed. ATM Shamsuddin,
Aminul, Islam and Abdul Jalil.

The SSJ also honoured Ab-
dul Latil with anl honorarium

See page 11 col 7

Amar Ekushey programmes

All is set for observance of
the Amar Ekushey (immortal
Feb. 21).

The nation will pay tribultes
to martyrs of the historic Lan-

guage Movement tomorrow, the
Shaheed Day
This year's 'Ekushey’ has a

special significance in view of
world recognition of February
21 'International Mother
Language Day'’ Countries
across the world will observe
the day lor the flirst time this
vear. \\

People across the cou\iry
will pay homage to the m: Irtyrs
and 1; Ik‘\{ a lre '-']I 'ow 1o tramns
late in to reality their dreams of
v democratic order. a societys
iree lrom exploitation and eco
nomic emancipation o! the
masses ol pu:ui:h'

This vesprSSRRYsNey would
be the 48th anniversary ol the
epoch-making event that had
led to the recognition of Bengali
as Lthe state language in the then
Pakistan and eventually the
emergence of an independent
Bangladesh.

«On Februarv
heroic sons of the

AS

2]

1952,
SOil,

the
includ-

Law Minister tells Tl 3 e 4
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The Law. Justice and Par-
liamentary Alffairs Minister
has welcomed public reaction to
certain provisions ol the Public
Safety Act as it ‘reflected in-
creasing legal awareness’ of the
sociely.

But the minister [irmly be-
lieves that the BNP has no
moral right to oppose the law
‘because the party had gone for
a similar law - Anti-Terrorism
Acl-while in power.

Abdul Matin Khasru was
talking to The Daily on Febru-
ary 14.

Asked whether the Awami
League had any moral right to
go for the PSA now. while it had
opposed the ‘similar Anti-Ter-
rorism Act, the minister said:
"Contrary to the BNP sponsored
law, there is no provision for
capital punishment in the PSA.
Secondly, it contains certmn

salely valves against any
sible misuse of the law wh ich
were missing in the BNP's Anli-
Terrorism Act.”

In this regard. the minister
referred to certain sections of
the PSA providing for punish-
ment Lo lfmae filing false cases,

/I’'m still confident of neutral
application of PSA

By Nurul Kabir
o . e

ABAL Mettin’ Rhanr

investligating ollicers failing to
produce r:t;]rrfwr- reports, police

officials failing to execute
warrant of arrests and official
witnesses failing to appear be-
fore the Tribunal concerned.
Khasru maintained that the
special kind of law was essen-
tial to combat special types of
crime Lhe entire socletly Is now
exposed (o. “I am sure the com-

mon people want a terrorism-
[ree society and they have no
reason o oppose a law made to
curb terrorist activities,

On the Presidential con-
tention about a PSA provision
that ‘prohibilts bail during pen-
dency ol an appeal against con-
viction®, the law minister said :
The government would show
due honour to the President's
concerns. An ordinance im-
proving upon even certain other
seclions of the law would be
promulgated soon.

When his attention was
drawn to the provision for se-
vere punishment on the basis ol
writlen testimony ol a prosecu-

tion witness without being
cross examined belore a Tril-
bunal, the minister said : “We

are going to add a ‘proviso’ to
the section so that no punish-
ment could be awarded on the
basis of such testimony, unless
it is corroborative to other evi-
dences.”

On the law's silence over the
fate of a case due to the Tri-
bunal’'s failure to complete trial
in the stipulated time, he said.

See page 11 col 7

PSA to overburden
[0s, attect quality
of investigation
By Staff Correspondent

I‘;Im;\ of cases under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) will in-
crease thr. load of police offi-
cials and may affect the quality
of invcstigation, some top po-
lice officials said.

In addition to routine duty,
an Investigating Officer (10).
who is usually a Sub Inspector
of a thana, now simultaneously
deals with 30 to 35 cases in the
city. At times, the number goes
up to 50, they told The Daily
Slar.

“In an ideal situation, an 10
investigates eight to len cases al
a time in addition to his or her
routine job,” an official said.

The routine job of an Sl in-
cludes patrol and security du-
ties, executing warrants and
maintaining law and order. Be-
sides, they need to concentrate
more on serious cases like mur-
der, he said.

The number ol piled up cases
under an 10 will swell when
filing of cases under the PSA
will increase, he sald.

“Special tribunals are being
set up for dispensation of quick
{llHlil"E‘ but there has hardly
een any mentjon about in-
creasing the uumlu r ol 10s and

their logistics,” another top po-
lHce olhcial II(IIE{I
"Cases liled under the PSA

See page 11 col 1
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By Staff Correspondent

ing Salam, Barkat. Raliq. Zab

bar and Shalflq had made a
supreme sacrilice for upholding
the dignity of the mother

tongue. They embraced martyr-
dom when police opened [ire on
the students demonstrating un-
der the banner ol the All<Party
Students Action Caminittee
against the conspitacy of the
Pakistani( rulers/1o impose
Urdu as the only glate language
The daw is a/puhhr hotiday
and I]u n n}o‘fnl flag » wiil flv at

hali-m p all ernment
anel ;1:".1;.1 { mi-'h;rﬁ::k.n

With A c¥eeK striking 00:01
“-n_ul;l.f;_l bare-looted prupl-‘
weaping black badges will
]/LOH the central Shaheed M
D1y uwp--ﬂ to the mai
ivrs. The will sing "Amuai
Bhayer huhu Rangano Ekiishivyj
Februcary Amid€i Rhulite Past
(Can | lorget February 21.a day
immersed in the blood of my
brothers ). set to tune by mar

tvred vocalist Altaf Mahmood
and written by Abdul Gallar
Chowdhun

The Dhaka University au-
thorities, which supervise the

Shaheed Dayv programimes at

—Star photo

the central Shaheed Minar ev-
ery vear, have finalised elabo-
rate programmes (o mark the
oCccasion.

As per the programmes
drawn up by the Central Coor-
dinating Committee. President
Hlmiuimriqlm Ahmed will be
the first to place wreaths at the

Shaheed Minar at one minute

past midnight Sunday.

The Pre \-titlll will be fol-
lowed by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hn.::;lm and her cabinet
colleagues

e Shaheed Minar and its
surroundings have alreadv been
decorated and members of the
law enlor INg Af'encies have

all concerncd 10 Inain-
along the
the Shaheed

isked
¥ | i
! 11 11 orades

:I!1 I 10

3
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stndenns and oo
plovees. led by Viee-chancellor
will  start from “Aparajeya
Bangla at 6:30 am to pay respect
to the martyrs at the Azimpur
gravevard and then lay wreaths
at the central Shaheed Minar.

See page 11 col 2
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'Golam Azam was never
a lang‘uage hero'

Jamaal-e-Islami chief Prol
Golam Azam was never an ac
tivist in the Language Move

ment of 1948 and 1952, despite

his party's claim that their
leader is a "language hero'
Language veteran Abdul

Matin said as the general secre-
tary of the then DUCSU in 1948,
Golam Azam read out a citation
belore the then visiting Pak-
istani prime minister Liakat
Ali Khan. but in person he o
posed the inclusion of the de-
mand for Bangla as a state lan-
guage.

"I knew him very well, he
was a resident of Fazlul Haque
Hall, where 1 also resided. He
had opposed the DUCSU's de
mand lor declaring Bangla a
state language,.” Matin Lold BSS.

The respected language hero
added: "He (Golam Azam) dis-
igreed with the contents of the
citation and npfms:fd DUCSU's
demand lor declaring Bangla as
the state language ol Pakistan.

He was, however, forced to
read the citation as the vice
president of DUCSU Arabinda
Bose was not preferred to read
the citation for his religion.”

Several records and docu-
ments also supggest that Golam
Azam was selecled for present-
ing the citation belore Liakat
Ali Khan instead of the then
vice president ol DUCSU Ara-
binda Bose on religious
grouncds

LisL scholar and political
th*nk:l Badruddin Umar. how

ever. sald there is no u.ur_‘-.m;: ol
the fact that Golam Azam read
out in 1948 a memorandum

which incorporated the demand

for the language.,

But this man has no charac
ter. He regretted his stand dur
ing the turmoil ol the pre-liber-
ation period ol 1970, and again
claimed himsell a language vel-
eran in the independent
Bangladesh,” he told BSS.

Lancguage hero Gaziul Huq.
who was the convenor of the
"All Party Stale Language
Working Council |, said despite
being the secretary ol DUCSU,
Golam Azam was never seen in
volved in the Language Move-
ment.

"There was another reason
to select Golam Azam to read
the citation as he (Gaziul Hug)
along with Abdul Matin and
Abdul Momen were arrested on
the night of March 14, 1948,
when they were pasting poster
on the wall of Ramna Police
Station. They were., however.
released the following day.”

Gaziul Huqg told the national
news agency that Golam Azam
joined a college in Rangpur as a
lecturer after 1948, "Aftenvards
he got hhimsell admitted into the
school ol thought of Moududi.
who had not only opposed
Bangla as the state language of

See page 1] onl B
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Directive to
form city
APACs by
Feb 23

By Staff Correspondent
A meeting of the Dhaka city
liaison commiittee of the four

Iw"'x opposition alliance vyes-
terday directed leaders ol the

component parties Lo form All-
Parly Actian Committee
(APAC) units at all thanas of

the metropolis h's' f*ehruan 23.
Chaired by Sadeque Hossain
Khoka MP. Convenor of the city
APAC, the meeting was attended
bv. amonyg others, Abdus Salam

of BNP. Saifur Rahman and
Tavebur Rahman of Jatiya
Partv. ATM Azaharul Islam

and Jasimuddin Sarker ol Ja-
maat-e-Islami and Maulana
Abdur Rab Yusulfi of the Islami
Oikkyo Jote, said a press re-
lease of city BNP.

The meeting in a resolution
expressed deep concern at the
law and order situation in the
country and said the govern-
ment has enacted the Publie
Safety Act {PSA) to suppress the
opposition. “People have al-
ready rejected the law”, it said.

In another resolution, the
meeling reiterated the opposi-
tion demand lor withdrawal of
the PSA without further delay.
"Otherwise, the Awami League
gsovernment will be loreed to
quit through movement.

See page 11 col 2
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The government's targel of
reducing maternal mortality
during child birth to three per
thousand from 4.5 br 2000 is
still far Irom being achleved.,

Sources concerned sald that
despite having adequate funds
and trained manpower [for
emergency obsletric care (EOC)
services, the povernment has so
far failed o provide required
equipmert. «devices and In-
strumenlts to equip thana
health complexes,

Studies by WHO and
ICDDR.B sald that over 95 per
cent of child births take place at
homes in the rural areas due (o
non-avatlability of facilities,
Major causes of malternal
deaths are lack of trained per-

sonnel. medicine, rquliun:nt
and “three delays™— delay in
taking decision, reachin
healt enrc untrc and

o

getting

Reducing maternal mortality

By Naimul Haq

the required medical interven-
tion.

Funds allocated for Im-
yrovement of the situation in
1wealth seclor were poorly
utilised. In the first year--1998-
99-- ol implementation of the
Operational Plan for Health
and Population Sector Pro-
gramme(HPSP) only around 10
per cent of the allocated funds
could be utilised due to lack of
planning. In the second year,
utilisation has increased but it
stands al only about 30 per cent
in nearly eight months of the
year.

Earlier. the government had
taken up two coslly pllol pro-
ccts under the Fourth Five-

car Health Project,

Lessons Irnm the pro ccu

proved useful but
utilised,. Boih l.l
o study way!

ternal mortality rate rmg

Govt still far from target

labour and improving hospital
care in rural areas.

One ol the two projects, the
Pilot Projeel for Maternal and
Neonatal Health, funded by
WHO, was launched In fiwrﬁ
1994-95 [ullnwin;.. the Nairobi
Conference on Safe Mother-
hood and completed by 1998,
The project, in 31 thanas of In
live districts, cost the govern-
ment about Tk lour crore,

The other project, managed
by the Olmlvtrh and Gynaecol-
ogy Soclely of Bangladesh
(OGSB), was also being imple-
mented stimultaneously.. Bul as
the HPSP was lnunched in July
1998, the project activities
coune Lo halt,

The third project. a well de- /

signed one with more ellicient
manpower, Is now being im-
plemented but equipment crisis
is badly alleeting it.

See page 11 col |

Police using
“‘condemned’
vehicles

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

Vielating law, police are us-
ing "condemned and unfit” ve
hicles for routine duty, official
sources said, .

"These vehicles ean not be
withdrawn immediately due to
resource constraint,” said a top
police olticial when asked why
police. being law enforecer, were
themselves bhreaking law,

A total ol about 164 police
vehicles were declared “con-
demned and unlit® by the au
thorities concerned at the end
of last vear but many ol these
are still being used, he added.
These vehicles are minimum 10
years' old. Many are even 20
years' old.

Ol those vehicles, 60 belong

to the DMP. The rest are being
used by police in distriets,
He said DMIYs condemned

vehicles are kept at Rajarbagh
Police Line and are not used

See pagte 11 col ]

Notice

Change of date of Annual General Meeting
Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons

. . th
Due to unavoidable circumstances the 27

Annual General

Meeting (AGM) of the Bangladesh (,ollcge of Physicians and

Surgeons (BCPS) will be held on L

March, 2000 instead of

25" February, 2000. An} inconvenience to the fellow i1s

regretted.

-

ool

Prof. Mobin Khan
Honorary Secretary

BCPS
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