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Arjuna, Aravinda |

back in Test
fold

COLOMBO., Feb 18: For 1er
captain Arjuna Ranatunga and
his deputy Aravinda de Silva

have both been selzcted for the
Sri Lanka squad that will play

a three-Test series in Pakistan

from February 26, reports

Reuters.
The Sri Lanka cricket board
sald late on Thursday that
spinner Rangana Herath had
so been included in the squad.

The three will replace Indika

de Saram, Chams#ra Silva and

Muthumudalige Pushpaku-

mara, who are currently with
the Sri Lankan squad a playing
a one-day international series
in Pakistan.

Sri Lanka has already won
the three-match series 2-0.

Ranatunga, who led Sri
Lanka to the World Cup win in
1996, was replaced by Sanath
Jayasurlya after the team's

r showing in the same tour-

nament in England in 1999.

Both Ranatunga and De
Silva have shown good fori. in
domestic cricket of late.

SQUAD

Sanath Jayasuriya (cap-
tain), Mahela Jayawardene,
Marvan Atapattu, Arjuna
R.ani:‘tmnﬁji Aravinda de Silva,
Romesh Kaluwitharana, Russel
Arnold, Tillekaratne Dilshan.
Pramodya Wickramasinghc.
Chaminda Vaas, Nuwan Zoysa
or Eric Upashantha, Ravindra
Pushpakumara, Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, Indika Gallage,
Ranga Herath. ;

Smokey Warne!

WELLINGTON, Feb 18: Police
had to intervene after Aus-
tralian cricket player Shane
Warne snatched a bag from a
young fan and refused to give it
back, Television New Zealand
(TVNZ) reported here today.
says AFP.

The boy had taken a photo-
graph of Warne, the Australian
vice captain, at Thursday's
abandoned one-day interna-
tional against New Zealand.

Warne apparently was not
going to return the bag unless
the film in the camera was
handed over to him.

"Warne was upset, | think, at
the fact he had been pho-
tographed while smoking (a
cigarette),” Inspector Gre
Gilpin of Wellm%‘mn police sai
Friday. Two ice constables
were called over by the father of
a friend ol the boy to help re
trieve the bag from the crick-
eter. TVNZ reported.

“(Warne) was certainly agi-
tated and upset by what had oc-
curred.” Gilpin said.

"He was obviously intent on
getting the camera and proba-
bly over-reacted to the situa-
tion.”

After a police sergeant be-
came involved, Wame returned
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Mexican Francisco Palencia takes a tumble while chasing the ball during their CONC
Gold Cup encounter against Guatemala in Los Angeles on February 17. —AFP

LEICESTER. Eng-
land, Feb lB
(Reuters/Internet)
: Troubled striker
Stan Collymore
was two
weeks wages and warned about
his future conduct by English
Premier League club Leicester
City on Thursday after trouble
during a training trip to Spain.
The striker admitted setting
off a fire extinguisher in a late-
night incident which led lo Le-
icester being sent home in
disgrace from their Spanish
trainin camF. ,

"l take it fully on the chin,”
he told Sky Sports television. "I
would firstly like to apologise
to the gaffer (manager) and to
all at Leicester City."

The former England striker,
who ‘}olned Leicester from As-
ton Villa only seven days ago,
said the players had been "hav-
Ea drink, and a laugh and a

"It seems as il one or two
people did not take it in the
spirit in which it was meant.”

He also said that "a million
players have done it, a million

O'Neill.
The fine, believed to be
30,000 pounds (dollars48.190),
i$ the maximum Leicester are

allowed to impose.

In addition, the Leicester
players will have to pay a 700
pounds (dollarsl.124) bill for
damage caused to the bar, plus
the entire costs of the curtailed
trip, including air [fares

Collymore says sor

is being questioned.” he
other people are now s:
told you so’' then I can
with them at the mome
"I am certainly n
leased with Stan, nor
er of other people, i
my management stafl.
all very contrite today

"But without trivia
incident, which has i
caused great embarra
Leicester City, I do be
Collymore is entitled
chance.

“To be honest, | 2
when we signed him t
or later he would be i
some sort of incic
would hit the headli
did not expect it to |
quickly.

"‘But unless it was
serious, like someor

physically hurt, 1 dc
whal he dy id deserved t

O'Neill said the fact
ers were up alter midn
Manga was due (o a n
standing.

"I had imposed a 1
curfew. which I meant

' in bed by 12
players will do it in the future” Bl
4 mefsg-tralian rnan er Steve Xcom lained that high-pro- ?ﬁ? }?irr;ll?yllf e wass
r! B et 1 let | file players could no longer COLLYMORE o ;

havc.

this one go thmugh to the
m a4 oy J t.he d hh‘mm

\\fame was r.arl
Tast year paid 118,000 US dn]—
lars by a pharmaceutical com-
pany Lo quit his 40-a-day habit
and promote its anti-smoking
gum and patches.

2nd ODI today

Black Caps
draft Wiseman

AUCKLAND, Feb 18: The
New Zealand cricket team today
added off-spinner Paul Wise-
man to the side, ahead of Satur-
day's one-day international
dgainst Australia. reports
Reuters.

“In our opinion the pitch al
Eden Park may favour the
slower bowlers and we want to
be able to call on another spin-
ner if the conditions dictate
tomorrow,” convenor of selec-
tors Ross Dykes said.

Wiseman's inclusion brings
the team pool to 13 players
ahead of the day-night game at
Auckland’'s Eden Park — now
the first of a shortened five-
match series after Thursday's
wash out in Wellington.

A final“line-up will be an-
nounced at the toss, a team
spokesman added.

BCCSL polls

not now

COLOMBO. Feb 18: The

reslufthe season but manag er
Martin O'Neill msisted the
player's actions at the La Manga
complex on Tuesday night were
not a "sacking offence”.
“In football parlance he's
been given a yellow card, which
effectively means he will be in
Erave danger of losing his job if
receives another one,” said

.ﬂmounﬁ tQ:&D

commﬁﬂlt service whjnr ‘

15.000 oundﬁ‘{dnﬂars 4.100).

O Ncﬂ] also. confirmed he
has cancelled plans for an end
of season trip to the Caribbean.

But he was adamant he still
does not regret signing Coliy-
more, who missed most of last
season whilst at Aston Villa al-
ter undergoing counselling for
stress and depression.

"After what has happened |
can understand it if my wisdom

“But it seems that i
terpreted as the player
to be ‘back ‘in'the hotel
night.

"However, from the
gations ['ve carried out
believe the vast majori
players were not inv
anything untowar:
happened.

"I may be provec
wrong but I still believ
Stan Collymore is a ri:
taking.

World football calendar

ZURICH. Feb 18: Four of soc-
cer's most illustrious names
wrestled with the problem of a
coordinated global calendar on
Thursday — but failed to solve
the scheduling puzzle, reports
Reuters.

FIFA's lootball committee, a
body that includes Pele, Franz
Beckenbauer, Sir bobby Charl-
ton and Michel Platini, avoided
the biggest issue barring the ap-
pearance of a world calendar —
the dates for a unified season.

A FIFA proposal to play all
matches worldwide f(rom
February to November, contin-
ued to be opposed, particularly
by UEFA, who remain adamant
any calendar must be based on
the European model, which

No solutions in sig

tackled the probicin ol how they
will be implenicnted in the sea-
donal calendar and that's the
big problem that is stiil there.”
1he foolball commiltee’s
recommendations centred on
reducing the fixture list and
workload on today's players.
The committee said a limit
should be imposed on how
many internationals (official
games and friendlies combined)
a national association may
play a Year
It also sug"[,eeled that a rest
period of at least four weeks
should built into any calendar.
A total of 46 dates should be
reserved for national league
and cup compelitions., with an
additional 16 dates sct aside for

"We tried very muc
the clubs to have 1
chance to have their
don't want to buy a
player who will be n
25 games a year.

"We release a play
the way the other s
world — that's a I«
wasted for one match

S0 we suggeste
double headers, then
of two matches over
of time."

The committee a
mended that prelim
petitions for con
championships — Ii
ropean championshi
serve as World Cur

runs from August to ! ; . tourmnaments.
Board of Control for Cricket in “A& 1of ol peanle gef‘dff.‘,yghtmed B an AL donrha But Pele said he d
Sri Lanka (BCCSL) elections | hy February-November and it I'm a director of a club 2 plan would be su
scheduled for next month to re- may well be fine if you can find  (Manchester United) that's as Europe.

lace an Iinterim governing
Eod} have been Indefinitely
postponed. a senlor cricket ofli-
cial sald Friday, reports AP.

The sports ministry, which
ordered a [resh election on
March 11 to nominate a regular
board, postponed it without giv-
ing any official reason. the ofli-
cial said, under condition of
anonymily.

A five-member Interim
committee was set up to run Sri
Lankan cricket during the past
11 months after a brawl broke
out at the previpus election.

Thilanga Sumathipala. who
won the last election with 79 of
the 127 votes, sald Friday thal
the postponement was "a move
b inlcrcalcd arties because

lZe fear to lace democratic
clccunn."

“It 1s unconstitutional and
contrary to the sports law, as Il
deprives the entire member-
ship...their fundamental right
to elect,” Sumathipala said in a
statement.

tives from district cricket
boards, affiliated clubs and
former cricketers,
Sumathipala’s opponent
this time is Jayantha Dhar-
madasa, whose family owns Sri
Lanka's top private hospital,
Nawaloka. ’

Mo -

your windows tu fulfil your
obligations.” said Charlion. "It

may well be that nothing has to
change

e fact everyone has been
hnln in different directions
as always created a problem.
“At the end of the day every-
one has to give a little. What
suits one doesn’'t suit the other
and that's the debate.
"The world's a big place. It's a
difficult problems.”
UEFA made its position
clear 48 hours earlier, follow-
ing a two-day clubs workshop,
that included the G-14, an in-
creasingly influential labbyin
group comprising powerfu
clubs like Manchester United,
Bayern Munich, Real Madrid
and AC Milan.
Al the end of those meetings,
UEFA general secretary Ger-
hard Algner sald he wnu?;j have
Juventus president Roberto Bet-
tega explain their stance to
FIFA president Sepp Blatter

sald here bul that it will be very
difficult for us (UEFA) to change
the season calendar into the
Gregorian calendar,

oday we have Identified at
least five polntls were cveryone
agrecs,

“Naturaily we have not w-l_

powerful as any in the world
an<] we think a calendar should
Be put in place.” said Charlton.
"We've recommended thal qual-
ifying matches should be har-
monised as well as the domestic
calendars.

"“There are so many malches
played at different times taking
away players from clubs.

"A calendar can b
it's not too easy,” sa
not sure it's possible
lournaments in EUI'(
UEFA is very stron

‘I don't know |
possible to make ¢
ment from the
champlonships anc
for the Werld Cup.”
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| American tennis star John McEnroe in action against
Sweden's Mikael Pernfors during the Tournament of Cham-

Plnnﬁ in Dublin on February 17.
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—AFP photo

England suffered a 3-0

whitewash in the one-day series »#
in Zimbabwe three years ago. g
Like Fletcher, Graeme Higk

is also back in the country of
his birth and his first Inning

for England in Zimbabwe we

match-winning 87 not # il
Wednesday. ’ | ”
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He was prevented from tak- | and other members of the foot- ISJ?ilrl*:k Glft ?n; ?r:::la tsc)t:t?; 2:,;2, iy N
office after his opponent. | ball committee. one a run but I just think it's nor Dol
c] flord Ratwatte, won a court An unruffled Blatter sald he crucial where this series fin- it
ﬁ 1 order. had received the message but ishes off. '5’3, ﬁ‘i;‘” i
: Ratwatte, relative of Pres)- his differences were not with “This 1s Just as important as 25-E‘u‘féf'
r dent Chandrika Kumaratunga UEFA but with the clubs. the one-dayers and the test se- 26 Turn
accum:d Sumathipala of vote | haven't received anything ries against the South Africans on
and rigging. Ratwatte re- | from UEFA. That statement Alter what happened last time w
cclv 11 votes. came from the clubs, and we England were In Zimbabwe. '
Sumathipala sald, however, | have had representatives from eo i,. are verv keen to C‘nqure 2/
that he would contest the up- | other very important clubs Phiaptuur émgﬂn a8 succenaful f
coming election. here,” sald Blatter. "Mr Bettega note." P
The voters are representa- | sald he agreed with what was :

|




