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Politicisation of BMA
[ LLEGATIONS of favouritism and abuse of
ower labelled against top-notch leaders of the
| Bangladesh Medical Association (BMA) by a for-
mer joint-secretary reveal a couple of disquieting
facts: the representative body of the medical prac-
titioners in the country stands highly politicised
and split on strictly partisan line. It could have
easily been brushed aside as the view-point of a
particular individual, had there not been many
more of the same from doctors chiming in. Such a
statement as the association "is nothing more than
a cartel that acts on behalf of the ruling party" only
betrays a growing dissatisfaction amongst many of
its members — to them, the BMA no longer has the
credibility to promote and protect their interest.
The heart of the matter is, yet another association
of professionals has fallen prey to politicisation.
Admittedly, the sign was very much there during
the association's elections late last year and this
paper in an editorial comment (BMA Polls,
November 22, 1999) expressed concern over the
strong political undertone in its electoral process.
"Is it imperative to politicise an organisation of
professionals?” we asked; for we have seen on
many occasions how "politicisation. makes way for
indiscipline and works as a blanket cover for inef-
ficient and corrupt professionals”. Our worst fesrs
seem to have come true. Regardless of the merit .n
the allegations that some of the association's lead-
ers "receive special treatment and coveted posts due
to connections with bureaucrats, politicians and
key officials in the health directorate", one signifi-
| _cant issue has surfaced from the controversy. It ap-
pears that there are some doctors, "seventy-seven
to be precise if we go by the former joint-secretary's
claim, who have reasons to feel denied of opportu-
nities for professional advancement, and that
there could have been transfers made and fellow-
ships awarded under dubious circumstances. Al-
though the BMA president himself and another life
member have categorically dismissed the allega-
tions, there remains the dire need of a closer look
at its affairs. The BMA should by itself launch an
investigation into the charges brought against
some of its leaders and dispel the controversy once
and for all. o
Such a controversy should never have arisen in
the first place. Of course, in a democracy everyooie
has the right to political affiliation, and doctors
are not excluded. But it should never get in the way
of discharging their responsibilities to the society
and also to the community they belong to. In other
words, the BMA should rise above any political
| bias when it comes to promotion and protection of
the interests of its members.

No Lid Yet on Lethal Brew

FENI has fallen victim again to spurious liquor.
Some 43 people have lost their lives consuming
it, and-it-ts feared-the ‘casualty- figure 'might rise.
Altogether fifty people fell sick after an intake of
rectified spirit. Although the exact cause of their
death cannot be confirmed until the viscera report
on the autopsies done on some of the victims are
received from Dhaka, it is generally believed their
lives were taken by rectified spirit. Panic spread so
swiftly across the town that some of the victims
were buried without autopsy to avoid legal tangles.
Rectificd spirit is mainly used in homeopathic
medicines and by carpenters to polish wooden
furniture. Since there is no need for any licence to
sell this liquid, it can be found even in village
shops making it easily available to alcohol
drinkers.

This is an old story that keeps coming back all
| the time, including the fact that the district admin-
istration has constituted a probe body to investi-
: gate the tragedy. This is the fourth such incident at
Feni itself since 1985 in which year a big mishap
took a toll of 26 lives.. In recent times the inci-
| dence of such tragedies has increased and a lot of
people have died from liquor poisoning. We have
i the Narsingdi liquor tragedy fresh in our minds. A
number of measures were suggested by this news-
paper following an earlier spate of occurrences to
avoid future tragedies. But it is still not known
what happened to the culprits who sold rectified
spirit for human consumption beforehand. The
probe body report on the Narsingdi tragedy has not
been made public, let alone implemented. We are
afraid the same fate may also await the probe body
report pertaining to the Feni incident if the au-
thorities do not make it a point to mean business
this time. A continuing failure to act on this front
will wreak havoc on the society with people dying
in droves from the drinking menace.

Burn Unit in DMCH

T HE health and family welfare minister has in-
deed communicated a good news to the media
on Wednesday. A 50-bed burn unit will shortly be
set up in the Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH). Necessary steps have got underway for
completing the construction of the unit and
providing it with necessary equipment and
manpower. The annguncement was made in the
wake of a visit paid by a fwo-member British
mcdical team of plastic surgeons. This area of
treatiment has been badly neglected in our country
so far. Oiicc in operation, this long-awaited unit
wiil heip hundreds of people with varying degrees
of burn injury, especially the victims of acid burn,
in receiving spccialist care.

The exient of voluntary services that
Bangladesh receives from foreign physicians, and
of course governments, should have enabled us to
create an indigenous capacity for the treatment of
burn injuries. After completion, the burn unit
could open up a possibility for developing some lo-
cal expertise in treating burn injuries and acid
burns. Attention has to be given to the fact that the
number of specialists is not enough at the moment
to cope with the increasing number of patients. Es-
sential facilities have to be made available in the
unit, otherwise better treatment would remain a
far cry.

However, if past experience of implementing
plans is any guide, then we need some special ef-
forts to overcome bureaucratic bottlenecks that
may delay the process of the construction of this

unportant burn ward.
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‘'What They

T was a short visit to Amrit-

sar, Punjab’s political capi-

tal. The Shiromanl Gurd-
wara Prabhandhak Committee
(SGPC) and the Akali Dal that
control the Sikh politics have
their headquarters here. The
Golden Temple, the Sikhs' Vati-
can, is situated in the city. It is
here that Jarnail Singh Bhin-
dranwale blessed militancy
some 20 years ago. And Pak-
istan, which jumped into the
arena at that time, is only 15
kilometres away.,

Will or can militancy, which
ended some etght years ago,
come up again? I sought answer
to the question while in Amrit-

FSar.

In some ways, the conditions
are similar to the ones which
prevailed before the birth of
militancy. What were termed as
the Sikh demands like more au-
tonomy to the state (the Anand-
pur Sahib resolution), an equi-
table division of waters and in-
tegration of Chandigarh with
Punjab stay unresolved till to-
day. The unemployment amon
the youth has increased. An
the administration is as cor-
rupt and as unresponsive to
people’s needs as belore. Profes-
sional agitators too have not
stopped Irom initiating another
bout of confrontation in the
state,

For t:xamglf, some Punjab
papers carried a few days ago an
advertisement for the cele
tion of Bhidnranwale's 53
birth anniversary. Subse-
quently, there was a gathering
in front of the historic Fate-
hgarh Sahib Gurdwara, where
inciting speeches were made,

This speaks well of democ-
racy and [reedom of expression
that India has sustained, de-

spite all vicissitudes. But this
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It is wrong to assume that the scourge of terrorism that blighted the state for some eight years went
because of the police action. The Sikhs themselves revolted against militancy. They themselves shut

the door on the terrorists to whom many among

them had given shelter in the belief that they would

articulate the community’s feeling of neglect and economic hardships.

does not speak well of the three
sponsors, 'Gurcharan Singh
Tohra and Simranjit Singh
Mann, both Parliament mem-
bers, and Gurte| Singh, who
writes against his name IAS,
even after having resigned from
the service.

All the three have sworn to
uphold the constitution and the
country's integrity, the first two
before contesting election and
the third before joining the
service. Still they are flouting
the letter and spirit of the con-
stitution by encouraging the
separatists and fundamental
forces.

Understandably, their fight
Is against Chiel Minister
Parkash Singh Badal, who does
not divide the Punjabis into
Sikhs and Hindus, but who has
failed to perform. He is a politi-
cal force to reckon with. Since
they cannot defeat him in that
field, they have resorted to
pla{llng the religious card.

ad Tohra and Mann the
courage of their conviction,
they would have resigned from
Parliament and come in the
open to preach secession., But
they hide themselves behliind
the slogan of Sikh idenUtg or
yudh (war) in defence of Sikh
redigion. They do not say what
they mean nor mean what they
say.

They have hailed Bhindran-
wale as "the great Sikh of the
20 century.” Surprisingly, the
revolutionary Bhagat Singh
and the great Punjabl writer
Bhail Vir Singh do not figure in

their reckoning,

Punjab and the Sikhs have
sulfered for one decade because
of such persons who trade in
hatred. In fact, the state has not
yet fully recovered from the
damage that militancy caused.
There are already efforts to de-
stroy whatever has been bullt so
far. The Sikh community has
got hurt because of the wrong
impression created about it, not
only In India but also abroad. It
does not want Tohra or Mann.
It wants to be left alone.

The family of Bhindranwale
sald on the eve of his birth an-
niversary celebrations: "It 1s

clon that militancy can revive,

That the Sikh?ahou]d have
a [eeling of their identity is not
something reprehensible. All
communities in India f; the
aa:;c iilﬁa. Also, the effort to
make the country a federal
polity is understandable. All
states are clamouring for tjore
say In their own affairs, The
Constitution Review Committee
has the devolution of powers on
the top of Its da.

But when the threat of milj-
tancy {s hanging on the head,
even genuine demands are
doubted. They get pushed from
the realm of discussion for

BETWEEN THE

INES
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Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

the habit of political persons to
talk politics whether the occa-
sion is the birth or death. We
kKeep out of all political mat-
ters.” Still so many persons
have involved the family for
their political ends.

Punjab’s biggest problem |s
that its mainstay, the agricul-
ture, has hit a plateau. In fact,
the standard of living is coming
down. Other avenues like indus-
try have to be opened to provide
opportunities for employment
and development. Investors
have not yet returned to the
state. They would be scared if
there Is even a whiff of suspi-

solving problems. If they are
kept gg;ldlng. disruptive forces
get a st.

Thankfully, the attention of
people at present is not focussed
on militancy. They want better
governance and a cleaner ad-
ministration. In their search,
they may go from the Akalis to
the Congress when the Assem-
bly elections are held next year.
But the elements representing
Tohra and Mann will again be
in the wilderness. They have
nctltlhing except fanaticism to
sell.

It is wrong to assume that
the scourge of terrorism that

blighted the state for some eight

went because of the police
action. The Sikhs themselves
revolted against militancy.
They themselves shut the door
on the terrorists to whom many
among them had given shelter
in the belief that they would ar-
ticulate the community's feel-
Ing of neglect and economic
hardships.

Terrorists became oppres-
sors and did not spare even the
Sikhs. Political demands by the
community were exploited to
‘Iuatlf murder, loot and the
ike. When the popular support
dwindled, the base of the terror-
Ists cracked.

The real tragedy is that as
soon as terrorism was defeated,
the centre turned its back on
Punjab's genuine demands.
Even the killers of 3,000 Sikhs
at Delhi in 1984 in the wake of
Indira Gandhi’'s assassination
went unpunished. Belatedly, the
centre has agreed to constitute a
commission Lo find out the real
faces behind the 1984 rioting.
Still there is no talk about the
removal of other grievances.

In fact, the remnants of ter-
rorist outfits have not yet rec-
onciled themselves to thesfact
that they do not count with the

ublic any more. This is clear
rom the alliance they are seek-
ing with the militants In
Kashmir. But this is ominous
for Punjab. Both can one day
pose a threat to the amity in the
state.

_ Still it is unlikely that mili-
tancy will return to Punjab. The

am still in Washington.

My health is recovering,

but at the speed of a
camel's measured plod. Never-
theless, it still seems, or ap-
pears, that my recovery is im-
measurably speedier than that
of the health of our nation.

Over here, the concern of
this country is firmly centered
around the question of who will
be the next president of the
USA. Former secretary of state
and master of diplomacy Henry
Kissinger's sights are set on the
future as is evident from an ar-
ticle of his that has just been
published entitled ‘The Next
President's First Obligation’.
Others who have played similar
or lesser roles in the political
life of the country are following
suit. Little thought is given to
whether Bill Clinton visits
Pakistan or not. It is of no ap-
parent consequernce.

Should Clinton’s hesitation
be caused by his apprehension
of a meeting with President' R.
A. Tarar, or of making an
overnight stop in Islamabad, we
must excuse him. If he does not
descend from the clouds and
spend a few hours in our sani-
tized capital, the heavens will
not fall, but he should perhaps
take a chance, stop over, meet
General Pervez Musharraf and
assess for himself the leader-
ship qualities he possesses.
Does he present himself as a
fundo or not? Is he likely to be
an extremist or not? Will he be
able to deliver or not?

As for Kissinger, at this
time, and taking into account
the present rickety state of Pak-
istan's relationship with the
US. we might do well to cast our
minds back to the days when
pastmaster Kissinger, on behalf
of his president, was playing
footsie with an earlier military
dictator of the Republic of Pak-
istan, General Agha Moham-
mad Yahya Khan.

Firstly, to quote : "Ever since
it had come into being, Pak-
istan had sought a sustained le-
gitimacy. No government after
the death of the founder of the

" Superficial Friendliness

by Ardeshir Cowasjee in Washington

The superficial, as opposed to the concrete, in our particular case at this particular time, still
reigns supreme. General Pervez Musharraf must realize that we have few, very few, friends and that
nothing can be achieved by isolation.

Every change had occurred
through some sort of coup; mili-
tary and civilian governments
alternated, with the military
dominant.” No, this was not
written in February of the year
2000. Such was the state of
Pakistan in 1970, as observed
by Kissinger in his '‘White House
Years'. What has changed?

Neither has there been much
change in US attitudes towards
Pakistan. The military al-
liances formed way back in the
days of the Eisenhower admin-
istration and Washington's in-
terest in Pakistan cooled -0-
ticeably after 1961 when ve-bal
assurances of protection were
substituted for military hard-
ware. After the 19€5 war, the US
stopped the supply of military
equipment to both Pakistan
and India. When President
Johnson became aware of the
one-sidedness (since India re-
ceived arms from its own ar-
mouries and from its links with
Communist nations) all he did
was to promise to transfer some
obsolescent American tanks to
Pakistan through a third party,
and even that transaction was
not completed.

In 1970, Kissinger records:
“Pakistan’'s leaders already felt
discriminated against because a
Harvard professor hiad been as-
signed as ambassador to New
Delhi while Islamabad rated
‘'only’ a career appointment.”
However, Richard Nixon was
one American president who
found the bluff, direct military
chiefs of Pakistan, such as (Gen-
eral Yahya Khan, far more con-
genial than the Indian leaders.
But amongst the opinion-mak-
ing groups in the US Pakistan
had never found the sympathy
that India enjoyed. There were
also then, as there are now,
hardheaded reasons for the pri-

with India. Nevertheless, the US
did  not balk then at using
Pakistan for expedient pur-
poses, as it also did not in the
1980s when Afghanistan was a

roblem, and surely would not

alk at doing so again in the
21" century. -

In September 1970, Nixon
granted an interview to ‘Time'
magazine. In it he touched upon
China, its assumption of a fu-
ture world role, and how he

would like to be a part of it: “If

there is anything I want to do
before I die, it is to go to China,

If 1 don’t, I want my children

to.” 3
This was the era of ¥ak-
istan’s budding flirtation with

The Middle Kingdom. In Octo- :

ber 1970, Geénerdl Yahya Khan
met Nixon Iin. Washington
shortly prior to a visit Lo Bei-
jing. Nixon asked him to conve
to China that the US regardec
Sino-American rapprochement
as essential and that he was
ready to send a secret emissary

to Beijing, mentioning
Kissinger as a possible envoy.
General Yahya went to Bei-

jing in November and three
weeks after his return Pak-
istan's ambassador in Wash-
ington, Agha Hilaly, met
Kissinger and produced a
handwritten missive which he
declared could not be handed
over but could only be read oul,
It was a personal message for
Nixon from Zhou Enlai who ob-
served that though many mes-
sages had been received from
the US via various sources, this
was the first one to come “from
a Head, through a Head, to a
Head. The United States knows
that Pakistan is a great friend
of China and therefore we at-
tach importance to the mes-
sage.” A personal representa-
tive of the president was invited
to Beijing.

Kissinger and handed over to
Hilaly on December 16. It made
it clear that the US was pre-
pared for high-level talks in
China. The Pakistani channel
was not activated again until
April 27, 1971, when Hilaly de-
livered to Nixon a handwritten
message from Zhou Enlal in
which he expressed his grat.-
tude to Yahya and inforraed
Kissinger that the Chinese gov-
ernment was ready to receive
publicly in Beljing a special en-
voy of the US president, or even
the president himself should he
consider the time ripe, and that
proper arrangements were to be
made “through the good offices
of President General Yahya
}?h‘a’n:'h | »1 i

A formal repg to Zhou from
Nixon was handed over to Hi-
laly on May 10 in which he pro-
posed a preliminary secrel
meeting between Kissinger and
Zhou on any date from June 15
onwards. This {irst meeting was
to be ‘strictly secret' and would
prepare the ground for Nixon's
visit to Beijing. In a subsequent
exchange- of messages it was
agreed that Kissinger would fly
from Islamabad in a Pakistani
Boeing to a Chinese airport not
open to the public. The dates
fixed were July 9 toJuly 11.

On thé morning of July 8,
1971. Kissinger arrived in Is-
lamabad after visits to Saigon.
Bangkok and New Delhi. He
lunched with Joseph Farland,
the US ambassador., and dined
with General Yahya, making
much mention of a bad stom-
ach. General Yahya suggested a
trip to Nathlagali, :ewv.r.atrl from
the heat of Islamabad, where he
could recover over the next cou-
Fle of days, and Kissinger grate-
ully agreed.

At 0430 on July 9 Kissinger
took off from Chaklala in a PIA

state had served out its term. ority attached to US relations A reply was drafted by 707 piloted by General Yahya's
Letters for publication in' these columns should be ! Japanese_ Frustrating
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SSC examination

schedule

Sir, The schedule of SSC ex-
amination 2000 has not only
thrown the examinees into deep
anxiety but has also made their
guardians concerned. Accerd-
ing to the schedule announ ed
by the Board, the examination
commences on the 2nd March
and ends on the 15th of the
same month i.e., the entire ex-
amination process winds up
over a span of only 14 days. Ex-
cepl two weeklg holidays, there
is no gap in the course of the
whole ordeal. To make the
schedule worse, the exams ol
general mathematics and
higher mathematics - generally
the two tough sublects - are go-
ing to be held on two consecu-
tive days. Same Is the situation
with other commonly recog-
nised difficult subjects that
would be held without any re-
CEeSS.

The schedule has been set in
such a manner that the students
will hardly get any time for
preparation during the exami-
nation period. However, we all
know tgat the preparation or
revision done before the exam-
ination is very essential for the
examinees. e schedule - so
strict that it may also cause ill-
ness to the students due to cx-
haustion.

In our country, the exami-
nation system itsell is tedious
which casts psychological ef-
fecls on (he students.

nitely aggravate the situation.

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

The
schedule would therefore, defl-

On top of this, if any student
fails to appear at any exam for
some reason or other, his/her
fate will be sealed for the whole
year, which is unjustified. The
pre-requisition for preparation
of routine for examination in
our prevailing system is to al-
low sufficient time/gap so that
the examinee becomes physi-
cally and mentally fit for the
ordeal ahead of him/her.

The above schedule was
made with a view to finish the
exams before the Eld-ul-Azha,
But for whose benefit? If the

urpose of examination is to

enefit the students by tes ing
their merit, why then the
schedule in question should not
be taken in consideration? The
authorities concerned should
note the fact that the students
are appearing at a public exam-

ination for the lirst time. It
may also be mentioned here
that this is the last year for ap-
pearing in examination under
the present cirriculum.

Conslidering all the facters,
we [ervently appeal o Lthe au-
thorities concerned to revise
the examination schedule,

On behalf of the guardidns
A K M Shahnmvaz

10/Gha, Shantinagar.
Dhaka

And

Mir Nasir Hossal:
Housc-20/A, Road-0/A
Dhanmondi. Dhaka

Sir, Although Japan as a
donor partner has participated
favourably in some major oro-
jects in Bangladesh, its divect
foreign investment in the “oui:-
try has been so far been gen-
erally at a low level compara-
tively. Recently a Japanese sur-
vey team visited Bangladesi for
further appraisal of the invest-
ment climate. The Japanesc
are difficult to please, and
rightly so, because they go for
quality, and long-time Invest-
ment,

Now with the coming visit of
the US President to Dhaka, the
American investment is likely to
take a sharp turn upward.
Naturally, Japan, with its ex-
pertise in assisting the develop-
ing countries, wonld not like to

lag behind, and be left behind -

to choose from second available
options on projects for invest-
ment.

Since the Japanese method
of decision-making is based on
consensus al the highest level,
therefore it is a bit tme-con-
suming, but sound, based on
long-term assessment, After the
political stalemate in Dhaka Is
defused, the country is poised to
take off as a developing partner
in this region, with good intemal
and surrounding markets in
South Asia. The avallability in
abundance of human resources
is an asset, which is likely to
score a major point with the
foreign investors. The govern-
ment has taken pains to liber-
alise and consolidate the in-
vestment policy, and is learning

nickly to fine tune the same
or offering attractive facilities
to the foreign partners in the
development of the country.

[t is hoped tha' Japanese in-
vestors would compete for a
visible presence in Bangladesh.

A Husnain
Dhalka.

remedy what so ever. Ever since
our hard earned liberation back
in 1971. all we have procured
for the past 29 long years is a
title -- the Republic of
Bangladesh. But we have not
gathered independence in the
true sense of the term. True, we
have liberated ourselves from
Pakistani brutal rule, but we
have failed to free ourselves
[rom those who have always
been playing double standards.
They claim to be patriots, but
are always after their own ad-
vantage.

We claim to be democratic,
but the opposite scenario has
prevailed all this time. Democ-
racy only exists among the po-
lice force and the politicians,
who can make and twist laws.
The opposition parties act
childishly where as the ruling
party turns often into a dicta-
tor,

The same happens when the
parties switch power. It feels as
if we are merely wilnessing a
drama, where after the interval
all the actors simply change
roles: the villains become
heroes and heroes become vil-

~ lains. What is happening is that

religious l[undamentalists are
creating havoc In Chittagong
and Sylhet while the two main-
stream parties are cutting each
other's throats. Why are we so
blind? At the moment what
concerns us, Lhe peace-loving

eople of the country, living

th in and abroad, is to see an
end to all this childish bicker-
ing, absurd accusations and
backbites.

Dr. Deepika
Middlesex,

London.

personal pilot. At 0800 a
dummy molorcade proceeded
from Islamabad to Nathiagali.
The next day, Kiss.nger's aldes
announced that he needed an
extra day's rest in the hills and
his onward flight schedule was
rearranged. KiSsinger flew back
into Chaklala at 1500 on July
11, drove via a circuitous route
on to the Murree Road and
thence back to Islamabad as
though returning from Nathia-
gali. l!; 1800 he was in his own
plane heading for Teheran.
Kissinger writes how
“boyishly ecstatic®™ General
Yahya Khan was at having
pulled off the secref operation.
He had personally reviewed
each detail of the clandestine

departure and arrival and put -
the full facilities of the Pak-

istan government at Kissinger's

ple in the slale

through
winter of many years.
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reason is the sufferings the peo-
have gone

. It was a long, dreary
Thou-
sands of innocents were killed
and businesses worth crores of
rupees ruined. The ym
skll;:ped their youth and foun
themselves adults in the midst
of guns, They wanted jobs. not
puns.

" There is yet another point
rankling in the minds of the
people of Punjab. If the govern-
ment had punished the police
and other public servants, who
committed excesses, the pain of
the eved would have less-
ened. There would have been a
feeling that the guilty did not go
unpunished. But politics of
convenlence had the better of
the government. None has been
touched. This remains a blot on
the administration’s face. It
does not, however, mean that
the ground is getting fertile for
militancy. All it means is that
Punjab’s problems are yet to be
solved and that there are ele-
ments wanting to disturb peace
and amity on one ground or the
other. The centre has to keep
this in mind.

The controversy over the
Sikh (Nanakshahi) calendar Is
an expression of accumulated

evances. That the dates of
estivals and the birthdays of
Sikh gurus will be different
from those followed al present
is a symptom, not the disease.
The disease Is that the mecha-
nism for sorting out things is
getting rusty. People want to air
their differences and they use
any method to do so. It may
look as if they are washing
their dirty linen in public. But
what they are looking for is at-
tention.

disposal. He asked nothing in
return, contrary to media
claims at the time; “he per-
formed a great service for our
country and it must be recorded
that he dealt with us hon-
ourably.” Nixon thereafter
“adopted a somewhat warmer
tone toward Pakistan. He and |
were profoundly grateful for
Pakistan's role as the channel
to China. It was a sgrvice for
which Pakistan’s leaders, to
their lasting honour, never
sought any reciprocily or spe-
cial consideration.” But then
“our relations with Pakistan
were marked by a superficial
friendliness that had little con-
crete content.”

The superficial, as opposed
to the concrete, in our particu-
lar case at this particular time,
still reigns supreme. General
Pervez Musharraf must realize
that we have few, very few,
friends and that nothing can be
achieved by isolation.

- »The Gquthan {s a renowned
Pakistant columnist based in
Karachi. :

_OPINION
'A Black Law by Option'

Abullmran

introduced public
safety bill voted through in the

The newly

parliament on January 30 and
enacted on February 14 by and
large has been considered a
black law and it's now being op-
posed vehemently. But the rul-
ing partymen are going around
energetically trying to justify it.
One such person is the Hon'ble
Finance Minister SAMS Kibria
who even came up with a write-
up (DS, 30.1.2000) where he crit-
icized the editorial of the Jan 28
issue of The Daily Star. He
played down the rationality of
the editorial and impetuously
censured it to be biased and gave
a number of ‘justifications’ for
the validity and usefulness of
“the bill". He was, however, sin-
cere enough to admit that he
was not an expert on the sub-
ject. So it may not be too unjust
to maintain that where the law
is concerned, there is but rather
not a whole lot of difference be-
tween: him and a layman.
Hence, his opinion must not be
treated as an expert opinion but
rather a highly personalised
one,

Now it may seem audacious
for an ordinary citizen like me
to counter the arguments of the
hon'ble minister, but since we
live in a democracy where peo-
ple have the right to express
their opinion, I felt encouraged
to speak my mind on this cru-
clal issue. Let me begin by say-
ing that all issues have merits
and demerits and could be ar-
gued over endlessly. But the
wisest thing in all cases would
be to accept or reject an opinion

limits of
adamancy and self-contradic-
tion. Speaking of self-contra-
diction,

rebuffed by the government and
they tried to justify their stand
b{ offering unreasonable ex-
Eanations- However, pressure
ept mounting. Only then did
the government give in and
spare the trees.

That was all very good and
the government deserves ap-
preciation for backing out from
an irrational stand. But there
are many instances in the past
where the government had
shown unre- Sonable adamancy
and unnecessarily brought in
controversies. The eviction of
slum dwellers and the Tan-
bazar-Neematali inmates with-
out proper rehablilitation op-
tions. the manipulations ir the
Tangail by-election, the aw ad-
ing of service contracts to cho-
sen persons after retirement
and discriminator - practices in
such matters. promoting ju-
niors by superseding senio:s In
violation of constitutional
principles and then defending
these actions are a few exam-
ples of gross irregularities and
unjustified actions and prac-
tices that had sufficiently tar-
nished the image of the gov-
ernment. These cculd have
avoided simply by being just
and fair.

The list of irregularities and
whimsical actions is too long to
ut in here. Last but not the
east is the newly introduced
Public Safety Bill (Act) which
has perhaps crossed all the
irrationality,

it was the Awami

on the basis of its comparative
merits, i.e. if it has more mer-
its, it should be accepted and
rejected If it has more demerits,

Not too long ago, the Gov-
ermment seemed adamant not
p allow the opposition party to
%zn ahead with their Long March

Y]rnlesl march) programme
through the Bangabandhu
bridge. The opposition too was
bent on carrying out their pro-
gramme. Apprehending a
greater danger, the DS Editer
then had commented on the is-
sue, requesting the government
to allow the opposition march
which was consistent with sen-
timents of the general public,
Fortunately, sanity prevailed
and the government allowed the
opposition to march through
the ‘bridge. The sound decision
of the government paid rich
dividends in terms of peace and
tranquillity at least for the
time being.

The decision of the govern-
ment to cul down hundreds of
trees at the Usmany Uddyan to
build the NAM conlerence cen-
tre was another example of ir-
rationality and adamancy,
That was opposed primarily on
environmental considerations
hf' a4 Cross section of people in-
cluding environmentalists and
environment activists. Yel, the

| Eleu lor protecting the trees was

League who not only opposed a
similar black law when 'hey
were in opposition, but cven
promised to scrap it when voted
to power. But instead, now that
they are in powe., they them-
selves have tabled and passed

such a black law inviting public
wrath. This reminds me ol a

small relevant story. A wonian

asked her politician husband —
"Dear, when are people patri-

ots?” The Politician said — "At

our call, when people resort to

violence, terrorism, strike, ar-

son, blood-lettirg etc., then

they are patriots!®. Surprised. .
she further asked — " _Whﬂﬂ

are they treacherous?” The

politician said, “At others' call

when they resort to demonstra-

tion, sit-in or any kind of

protests and violence, then they

are terrorists!”

This story verydmuclh ﬂttsi in
with the present day situation
vis-a-vis &e PSA (Public Safety
Act). The bill has been highl

controversial and protest
against not only by the main-
stream opposition but alsc by

the people in the legal profes-
slun?'ﬂﬁs should therefore be
withdrawn forthwith in the

greater public interest in urdei
to cwort a colastrophe

seems looming cver the heads |

of the people.
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