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Poland Friéndly

Lemerre leaves
Henry out

PARIS. Feb 17
(Reuters/AFDP/Internet): Arse-
nal striker Thierry Henry's
name was missing from *the
France squad announced on
Thursday for the Euro 2000
warm-up at home to Poland on
February 23.

Henrv's first call-up since
the 1 World Cup finals had
been anticipated by many.

He was picked for the A-team
international against Belgium
by coach Roger Lemerre and
could still win a place in
France's squad for the Euro-
pean champlonship finals in
June.

. Lemerre relied heavily on

the players who won France the

World Cup and who are now

widely s%:;:ad throughout Euro-
clubs.

In all 11 of the 18 players

lay outside of France with [ive

sed In England. four in Italy
and two in Germany.

Metz goalkeeper Lionel
Letizi, discarded for the World
Cup finals, s preferred as Fa-
bien Barthez's reserve (o
Olympique Marseille's
Stephane Porato, recently sus-
pended for four domestic
malches [or indiscipline.

The 26-vear-old Letizi had
the heartbreak of being one of
the six players eliminated by
former coach Alme Jacquet as
he ;&nmcd his (inal squad for
the World Cup linals,

The French
handed a tough group in the
Euro 2000 finals being drawn
against the Netherlands, Czech
Republic and Denmark.

The Poland Iriendly will
take place at the Stade de
France in the northern suburbs

of Paris.
SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Fabien Barthez
(Monaco), Lionel Letizi (Metz)
Defenders: Lilian Thuram
(Parma). Bixente Lizarazu
(Bayern Munich). Marcel De-
sailly, Franck Leboeufl (both
Chelsea)., Laurent Blanc (Inter
Milan), Vincent Candela [(AS
Roma)
Midfielders:
schamps (Chelsea). Patrick
Vieira. Emmanuel Petit (both
Arsenal). Zinedine Zidane
(Juventus). Robert Pires
(Olympique Marseille)
Forwards: Youri Djorkaell
(Kaiserslautern). David
Trezeguet (Monaco), Stephane
Guivarch (AJ Auxerre), Sylvain
Wiltord [(Girondins Bordeaux).
Tony Vairellets (Olympiquec
Lyon)

County commitment

———

Shoaib, Saglain
await PCB
verdict

LAHORE, Feb 17: The Pak-
istan Cricket Board is likely to
decide on Friday whether to-al-
low speed merchant Shoaib
Akhtar and off-spinner
Saglain Mushtaq to appear in
the full English season, reports
AFP.

Pakistan's tour to the West
Indies in April, the Asia Cup in
Dhaka in late May and the re-
turn series against Sri Lanka in
July coincide with the English
season.

“We will decide the matter in
our meeting on Friday,” Yawar

Saeed, director of operations at
the Pakistan board, said.

have been

Akhtar, dubbed the
Rawalpindi Express, was con-
tracted by Nottinghamshire

while Mushtaq has had a long-

term contract with Surrey since |

1997.
Nottinghamshire had set
February 20 to finalise a deci-

sion on Akhtar and showed in-
terest in rehiring New Zealand's
all-rounder Chris Cairns.
Akhtar was banned by the
International Cricket Council
technical committee for having
an illegal delivery action in De-

cember but was later allowed to
pla[\,- in the tri-series In Aus-
tralia.

The 24-year-old bowler was
automatically reinstated in
Test cricket after a landmark
decision of the ICC barred the
technical committee from ban-
ning bowlers with suspect ac-
tions.

Akhtar is extremely keen to
play the county season but re-
gorts here suggest the Pakistan

oard will not allow both
bowlers to play the full season
since they want a full strength
team to take on the West Indies.

Pakistan will play three
Tests and a triangular one-day
series also Involving Zimbabwe
in the Caribbean.

BAF v'ball

TANGAIL, Feb 17: The last
qualifying match of the BAF
annual interbase volleyball
championship was held at the
Base Paharkanchanpur here

yesterday, reports BSS.
Base Matiur Rahman beal

Base Zahurul Haq 25-22. 25-21,
25-14.

Didier De- |

#

Silly slip for

From page-13
order, can hit straight away.”

Australian players were
cautioned that New Zealand
would be more innovative that
other teams with the examples
given of the batung order and
shots.

Apparently the theme of the
tour for the Australians |Is
"never satisfled.”

Australian manager Steve
Bernard sald the release of the
pap%: wasn't ahhugc mnctrr}.

verybody has a game plan.
The side has to know what they
have to do and though we would
prefer the opposition not know
the plan it's not the end of the
world,” he said.

Bernard said he hadn't heard
that the papers had gone astray
but it was usual practice for the
coach to slip them under play-
ers' doors.

“1 will have to have a chat

LIVERPOOL, Eng-
land, Feb 17 (Reu-
ters): It says a lot
about Liverpool's
decline that their
- recent move Into
the top three of the Premier
League has brought such, a wave
of optimism to the club. ;
ree years ago a league

table without Li o 1 proud
nestled in the leading pac
would have brought gasps of
amazement from their follow-
ers around the world.
A trophy room displaying
four European Cups and a
record 18 iish titles led fans
to believe the s' top four sta-
tus would be guaranteed when
the end of the season arrived.
But as the Anfield outlit's
biggest rivals Manchester
United stole the Reds' thunder
by wlnnm% last season's treble,
Liverpool slumped to seventh in
the league and the future looked
bleak.
Criticism was piled on
French manager Gerard Houl-
lier for failing to inspire Liver-
pool after taking sole charge of
the club following co-manager
Roy Evans's resignation in
September.
And his decision to snub
British talent and sign six new
foreign players in the summer
angered some supporters.
So when Liverpool lost their
first home match of the season
to newly-promoted Watford and
then slip to 13th in the table
the avalanche of criticism
threatened to suffocate Houl-
lier's plans.
But in an era when managers
are sacked at the first sign of
trouble the brave Liverpool
board stood by their man — and
have been repaid In spectacular
fashion,
Victories over title chasers
Leeds and Arsenal in the last
two games have rocketed Liver-
ool into third place and
rought them back into title
contention.
And if they beat Premier
League leaders Manchester
United in their next game on
March 4, the Reds could be just
three points behind the leaders
as the race enters the final
straight.

But Houllier is refusing to be

 draw on Liverpool's chances ol

winning the ttle,

He I8 quick to preach the
Anfield gospel that a Champi-
ons' League place is the best they
can hope to achieve. He sald: 'l
am aware that some people
have talked about us for the ti-
tle. but [ never have.

‘'We must be realistic. Per-
haps it's not what our support-
ers wanl to hear, but the truth is
that we are nol as strong as
Manchester United, Not yet,

“The lact that we are up there
atnong them shows we are lm-
proving, but we still have some

L o ta ¥

GERARD HOULLIER

way to go to reach their level.
We must not allow ourselves to
be clouded by a few good re-
sults.”

The secret bebind Liver-

ool's resurgence a;l)_'pears to
Rave been the way Houllier's
foreign signings have blended
into %ife at Anfield and quickly
become key players.

Keeper Sander Westerveld
and defenders Stephane Hen-
choz and Sammi Hyppla are the
focal point of a defencc that has
conceded just 21 goals in 25
games — the lowest in the Pre-
mier League.

Record signing Dietmar
Hamann has played a crucial
role in midfield and equal top
scorer Titi Camara has been
outstanding in the absence of
injured duo Robbie Fowler and
Michael Owen.

Houllier added:

"In the

be part of a
the club.

summer | wanted a diamond
shape of reinforcements. That

is to say a goalkeeper, two cen-
tral defenders and a defensive
midfielder.

"What we have there now Is
very encouraging for the future.
When you start a season with
seven new players, most of
whom have not experienced the
rhythm and intensity of the
Premiership, it is largely a

journey into the unknown.

"But over the last sixteen
games | think we have won even
more points than Manchester
United, but we are 3till pro-
gresalnfz."

While Houllier can lay claim
lo an expertise in the interna-
tional transfer market that few
English managers are blessed
with, he has also been booste
by a new crop of talented

oungsters coming through the

Is' ranks.

- That has Included the rise of
midlielder Steven Gerrard, who
is being tipped to feature in Eng-
land's next ¢ame afainst Ar-
gentina — despite still being just
19-year-old.

ut Liverpool's current suc-
cess has not come about
through luck, Houllier had to be
strong in the summer by ensur-
ing some in the Reds' camp, like
Paul Ince, were removed.

That could have led to a
dressing room revolt but a pre-
season trip to Austria gave the
players a chance to assess the
new signings.

And the mood of the team

changed as the little known
Sammi Hyppia and Titi Camara

stood out in training,

That factor won over the
team as they realised they could
right new future for

But Houllier claims there is

still a long way to go before the
club reaches the
aiming for.

evels he is

He said: "The fact we have

the best defence in the Premier-
ship shows we are on the right

lines. Don't-forget that we are
still in a rebuilding phase.

"I know pcople are impatient
for success. I'm sorry, but things
take time. Bill Shankly needed
two-and-a-half years to get Liv-
erpool out of the Second Divi-
sion”,

Thuram

MILAN, Feb 17:
World Cup winner
lLillan Thuram
took his racist
tormentors (o
lask on Wednes-
day. but warnied his [ellow black
players thal the battle against
racism in Italy will be a long
one. reports AFP.

Thuram. one of three Parma
players to be targetted by racist
Lazio fans on Sunday night, hit
back in an .interview with the
Gazzetta dello Sport: '
He receiyed the prompt sup-
Egrt of fellow professionals,

th black and white, but did
not appear optimistic of a quick
solution.

‘I think it's impossible to
avoid certain kinds of be-
haviour,” he said of racist soc-
cer [ans.

“Their reasoning, whether
theyre aware of it or not is:
‘black people are like monkeys,
and we boo them so that they
can understand this concept'...

“Attitudes like this exist
throughout the civilised world,
certainly not just in Italy.

"And let's tell the truth once
and for all - until 100 years ago
eminent white scholars - uni-
versily prolessors and learned
sociologists - claimed that the
black race was inferior to the
while one.

“Slavery. abolished only in
the last century - and that too
has to be borne in mind - was
accepled by everyone.

And here I'm referring to
major countries who today call
themselves industrialised and
yel whose economic lortunes
were often founded on slavery -
France. England., America and
[taly oo, I believe.

“Today's booing is the result
of thal culture which, logically
enough, cannot disappear in a
short space of time after having
been dominant for centuries.
And the roots of that way of
thinking still exist - it's point-
less us having any (llusions
about that.

“The battle is going to be a
long one.” ;

He went on: "People ought to
know that the civilisation con-
sidered by everyone to have
been the most advanced was the
Egyptian. And the first Egyp-
tians were black. So how can
people claim we are an infertor
race?” . : ;

As for his tormentors at
football grounds, he sald: "I am

WICB looking for
coach, manager

LONDON, Feb 17; The West
{indies Cricket Board (WICB)
will Interview applicants for
the posts of coach and manager
this weekend., a board
spokesman sald on Wednesday,
reports Reuters.,

He sald an announcement
was unlikely before late next
week and declined to name the
applicants. Clive Lloyd stepped
down as manager after the tour
of New Zealand when West In-
dies lost both Tests and all five
one-day Internationals.

The Trinldad Guardian
newspaper sald Viv Richards,
coach on the \(ll-fated New
Zealand tour. was one of five
applicants being Interviewed
for the coaching post for the
forthcomin ome series
agalnst Pakistan and Zim-
babwe.

‘Two other former Test play-
ers — Jell Dujon and Roger
Harper — will be interviewed,
the newspaper sald.

with the coach (John Bucha-
nan) and tell him what

happened,” he said.

LT -

It sald former West Indies
lparcman Joel Garner was

among the applicants for the

manager's job,

|

states a

not a monkey. | am a man. |
know it would be better to pre-
tend nothing had happened, to
nol attach any importance to
people like them.

"But the problem is that the
number of fans like them is in-
creasing all the time. And
therefore, a way of dealing with
the question has to be found.

‘It seems to me that in the
globalised, Internet-connected
world of today, where everyone
knows everything, where mak-
ing money is people's main ob- |
jective, a great deal has been
lost from a. spiritual point of
View. .

“There is no respect for di-
versity.

In his own lile. the Guade-
loupe-born captain said he was
inspired by several role models.

"Cassius Clay. or Mo-
hammed Ali il you prefer, Mar-
tin Luther King, Malcolm X.

People who lought to defend the
dignity of black people. Have
individuals ever had to defend
the dignity of white people? |
don't think so.

“"Why? Because they have al-
ways commanded... they made
slaves of us and when they re-
alised this went against history
and humanity they changed
tack.

“But the damage, as you can
see from what's happening at
football grounds today, has un-
fortunately already been done."

Support from fellow fool-
ballers has meanwhile been
swilt.

Another member of France's
World Cup squad, Inter Milan's
white defender Laurent Blanc,
said: "From my experience in
France and Spain. the problem
ol racism Is not restricted to
ialy.

What Is particular to Italy
though is the use of racist ban-
ners. It's doubly Insulting, first
of all, obviously, for the content
and secondly because people are
using a sporting venue for the
kKind of propaganda that has
nothing to do with the basic

sad fact

concept of sport.”

Aldair. the black Brazilian
captain of AS Roma, was
ashamed of his own fans - who
booed Perugia's black French
winger [brahim Ba on Sunday.

“It struck me to the heart,
said the defender, who also fell
partly a victim of the abuse.

"l felt really bad about it and
hope it doesn't happen again.
Also because | don't see how it
cannot but wound me and my
other black teammates as well.”

Thuram's partner in Parma’s
central defence, Italy intérna-
tional Fablo Cannavaro, sald:
‘| ean't stand this booing'any
longer.

If we live in a civilised soci-
ety, and | think we do. we have
to do something about people
like these at grounds. Football
should be about joy and enter-
tainment.

DD strikes deal
with Nine Net

SYDNEY, Feb 17: Australian
media mogul Kerry Packer's
Nine Network has been signed
by India's national broadcaster
Doordarshan to produce televi-
sion coverage of all interna-
tional cricket in India up to
2002, reports AFP.

James Packer, chalrman of
Publishing and Broadcasting
Litd. which owns Nine, said the
metwork would also train Door-
darshan production staff.

"This partnership of Nine
and Doordarshan, the world's
largest commercial broadcast
network, will, I believe, lead to
other opportunities to pursue
opportunities in alliance,”
Packer said in a statement.

‘It also represents an impor-
tant step in PBL's strategic pur-
suft of Asian convergence op-
portunities and heralds our in-
tended expansion of our televi-
sion and Internet business into
the Asian region.”

Nine was selected after an
international tender process.

Superstar Ronaldo making a hand imprint at the seventh

edition of Milla (International Interactive Programmes

‘Market) in Cannes on February 16.

i ) B TR g e

—AFP photoj dedicate more time to the post,

A dahlia called

Beckenbauer

HAMBURG, Germany, Feb
17: Germaun lootballing legend
Franz Beckenbauer is sel Lo re-

celve yvel another honour 1L was
revealed on Wednesday - a
dahlia named after him, re-
poris AFP.

Beckenbauer. who won the
World Cup both as a plaver and
a coach - in 1974 and 1990 re-
spectively - will be present for
tl!|)' ceremony in Hamburg on
September 2, the stage for a
World Cup qualificr with
Grecee, where the dahilia will be
unveltled,

According to the Hamburg
sardeners. who have already
hmmurvd 1997 Tour de France
winner Jan Ullrich and lormer
women's world number one
Stefli Gral in the same fashion.
the dahlia will have violet-red
and blue petals in memory of
the two clubs Beckenbauer
played for - Bayern Munich and
Hamburg,

Ponting in
Test side

WELLINGTON, Feb 17: Ricky
Ponting has been named in the
Australian Test squad to play
New Zealand next month afler
being forced oul of the one-day
International touring side by
an ankle Injury, reports
Reuters.

Selectors have stuck with a
formula that has served the na-
tion well, winning their last
seven Tests in succession — one
short of the world record held
by a 1920-21 Australian side.

Ponting had been doubtful
for Test selection after injuring
his ankle when he slammed
into the boundary fence while
uelcang during Australia’'s win
over Pakistan In the second [i-
nal ol the triangular limited
overs series In Sydney.

The Australian one-day
squad was standing by on
Thursday to play the opening
Wellington game of six limited
overs Internationals on the
New Zealand tour. Rain on
Wednesday caused the start of
lay to be postponed to 2:00 pm
0100 GMT) on Thursday.

Alter six scheduled one-day
malches, a three-Test series is
due to begin on March 11.

Queensland left-handed
opener Matthew Hayden, who
took Ponting’'s place in the one-
day side, was also named In the
14-man squad for the Tests.

Also back in the squad is
Queensland pace bowler
Michael Kasprowicz, a domi-
nant influence in this summer's
Australian domestic season.

From the current one-day
squad Damien Martyn, Michael
Bevan, lan Harvey, Shane Lee
and Andrew Symonds are
scheduled to returm home belore
the Tests.

"TEST SQUAD

Steve Waugh [(captajn),
Shane Warne (vice-captain),
Michael Slater, Greg Blewett,
Matthew Hayden, dJustin
Langer, Mark Waugh. Ricky
Ponting, Adam Gilchrist, Brett
Lee, Damien Fleming, Glen Mc-
Grath, Michael Kasprowicz,
Colin Miller.

Rain playsfoul
in Wellington

WELLINGTON, Feb 17
(AFP/Reuters): Persistent rain
forced the first one-day cricket
international between New
Zealand and Australia to be
abandoned after 23 overs here
today.

The day-night match was
abandoned with Australia well
in control at 119 for one, with
Matthew Hayden on 64 and
Mark Waugh on 45. The match
was already reduced to a 43-
overs-a-side one.

The two sides travel to Auck-
land for the second one-dayer al
Eden Park on Saturday.

SCOREBOARD
AUSTRALIA
Gllchrist ¢ Fleming b Cairns 0
M Waugh not out 45
Hayden nol oul 64
Extras: (b-2; Ib-2; w-4; nb-2) 10

Total: (For one wicket
in 23 overs)
Fall of wicket: 1-]
Did not bat: M. Bevan, S.
Waugh, D Martyn, A Symonds,
S. Lee, S. Wame, B. Lee, G. Mc-

Grath.

Bowler M. RTW
Cairns B 0 2] 1
Wisneski 6 g I 0
Styris 2 0 12 0
Vettori ee. O oA 0
Harrls 3 G- 0
Astle 2 0 17 0

NEW ZEALAND: N Astle. C.
Spearman, S. Fleming, R
Twose, C Cairns, C. McMillan,
C. Harris, A. Parore. S. Styris,
D. Vettori, W. Wisneskl.

Miller made
a selector

LONDON, Feb 17: Former
off-spinner Geoll Miller will be
England's fourth selector, the
English Cricket Board sald on
Wednesday, reports Reuters,

Miller, who has signed a
two-year contract, joins chalr-
man David Graveney., caach
Duncan Fletcher and captain
Nasser Hussain on the four-
man panel.

The 47-year-old Miller spent
most of his career al Derbyshire
and won 34 England caps dur-
ing the 1970s and 80s. He played
briefly alongside Hussain at Es-
sex towards the end of his ca
rcel.

Since retiring he has devel-
oped a career as an alter-dinner
speaker although he has also
been Involved In coaching Eng-
land's youth sides.

There had been speculation
that flormer England all-
rounder lan Botham, who had
been involved as a "consultant
selector” would get the job but
Miller was favoured as he could

Hick

119.

‘SL crie

LAHORE, Feb 17: Sri Lankan
cricket coach Dav Whatmore
Thursday sald his team’s strong
performance shows the coun-
try's resurgence (n interna-
tional cricket, reports AFP.

“The resulls are encouraging
and indicate the team is on the
rise but we still have a lot more
areas to work on before the
2003 World Cup," Whatmore
told the news agency,

Sri Lanka Wednesday took
an unbeatable 2-0 lead in the
three match one-day series
against Pakistan and are poised
to whitewash the hosts in the
third match in Lahore on
February 19.

‘I would not call it a white-
wash but | would like not to de-
viate [rom what we want to
achieve, to be more competi-
tive,” sald Whatmore, who was
born in Sri Lanka but played
seven Tests for Australia.

Sri Lanka beat Pakistan by
29 runs in the first match in
Karachl and malintained their
winning ways by clinching the
second in Gujranwala by 34
runs,

‘Playing Pakistan in Pak-
Istan Is not that easy but the
young players have talent and
the ability to take pressure
fairly quickly, good in
Lo have belter results,” he said.

The 1996 world champlons

_Sri Lanka faced an imbroglio

after they failed miserably in
their title defence in the 1999
World Cup in England.

“Its nice to be involved with
youths who have terrific en-
thusiasm," he safd. :

After the World Cup a major
shake-up in the team followed
and experienced captain Arjuna
Ranatunga was dethroned.

edlients

Sanath .Jalyaaurlya took over
the reins of a young Sri Lankan
leam.

Whatmore. instrumental in
making Sri Lanka a force dur-
ing his first stint as coach in
1995-96, was recalled,

“When I rejoined the selec-
tors were Interested In going
along two paths, one-day
cricket and Tests with an eye on
the 2003 World Cup.,” What-
more, 45, said. g

ket on the rise’

, o _ SPOT | e ————————————
Better late than never )

s

~ bit South Africa and to a lesser

Sri Lanka lifted the three- .

nation cup edging out world
champlons Australla and India

in August, 'l"hcz then beat Zim-
babwe 4-1 in the away one-day
serles, :

"It was wonderful to beat’

Australla, the old enemy. Most
people regard Australia, a little

Criclnfo the
WC sponsor

CHENNAI, Feb 17 (Iniernet
report): The women's World Cup
2000, to be held in New Zealand
from November 28 to Nzcember
23. will be sponsore. by the
Cricinfo. the digital cricket In-
formation company.

Apart fror: holder Australia
and host New Zealand (they will
meel in the opening clash), the
rarticipaling teams are-- Eng-
and, India. South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Ireland, and the Nether-
lands.

Interactive coverage of every
game - video and audio (this in-
cludes ball-by-ball commen-
tary)-- will be provided by
Criclnfo at its web site, says a
report of The Hindu. :

degree Pakistan in Pakistan as
the yardstick to judge where
any one team stands in interna-
tional cricket,” he said.

The Sri Lankan coach be-
lieves most countries are aim-
ing for the 2003 World Cup in
South Africa.

"Australia seems to have a
strong side but like South
Africa we are keen to have suc-
cess along the way and in doing
so trying to rebuild a team for
the only major tournament of
cricket, the World Cup,” he sald.

‘Il am not sure they will be
forerunners in 2003 but all [ am
interested In is the team con-
tnuing to improve and that's
ne;cdde for the right results,” he
said. "

Whatmore refuted reports he
fell out with former captain
Ranatunga after the 1996 tri-
umph.

"It has always disturbed me.,
I never had any problems with
any senlor player and in fact
when | came back to Sri Lanka |
phoned Arjuna, our relation-
ship has been nothing but on a
professional basis,” he said.

‘It's a fact that their exclu-
slon is part and parcel of the
way Sri ikan cricket is head-
ing but they still have got won-
derful attributes to bring to the
team In Tests, if selected.”

Whatmore is confident his
side will do its best to win the
Test series against Pakistan.

“It's our objective, we are
keen to have good showings.”

The three match Test series
commences with the Rawal-
gindi Test, starting February

6. The remaining two Tests

will be played in Peshawar and
Karachi.

CHRISTCHURCH,
Feb 17 (Internet
report): New
Zealand Cricket
has been repri-
| - - manded the
sport's E",jnverning body for
flouting the rules on -arrying
over one-day matches.

NZC wants to play limited-
overs matches over two days if
bad weather ntervenes, but the
International Cricket Council
will not allow that to happen
for the Australian tour.

The first game of the six-
match National Bank series
a;g_ainst Australia was rained
oft in Wellington on Wednesday
and played again on Thursday
as a day—ni%{ it match, which
was eventual'y washed out.

The match could have
started late Wednesday when
the weather cleared and been
completed - today had New
Zealand Cricket got its way.

But the ICC wants NZC to
stick by its strict guidelines. It
was annoyed NZC stepped out-
side its nne-dgy_guideﬁnes dur-

£

ICC caution

ing the West Indies series, even
though the New Zealand and
West Indian boards, and match
referee Raman Subba Row,
agreed rain-affected, one-day
sames could be cari‘sd over.
hat happened in the first in-
ternational match at the
Wellington stadium last month.

NZC chiel executive Christo-
pher Doig was ticked off by the
ICC, but he thinks New Zealand
warrants an exemption to the
rule. "

“With our unstable weather

atterns it seems sensible to
ave the provision for finish-
ing off a game on the reserve
day. That sczms logical,” Doig
sald yesterday. ;

England, where the climate
is similar to New Zealand, al-
ready has an exemption.

Doig will request the ICC
grants one for New Zealand.

"We were instructed by the
ICC that the playing conditions
exist and not to go outside them.
We will, of course, abide by that,
although we don't entirely

agree

or NZ

While the ICC stymied the
move yesterday, New Zealand
and Australia have agreed to
play another day-night game
today. The local playing condi-
tions have usually allowed for a
da}i(c:{ame on the reserve day.

ommonsense has pre-
vailed on this occasion,” Doig
said. "It was better all-round,
especially for the cricketing
public to have another day-
nighter where most people
could attend.”

Yesterday's abandonment
was not well received by the
6000 spectators. More were
coming into the ground when
the weather started to improve,
but the game was still called off
because of problems with the
bowlers’ run-ups.

Groundsman Trevor Jack-
son said the international
women's match on Tuesday had
further softened the area
around the bowlers' run-ups,
but no water had got under-
neath the covers, or run off
them.

17 (Internet re-
port): Graeme
Hick said he was
cdelighted” to
- - come up witha
match-winning performance as
England won the first of four
one-day internationals in his
homeland on Wednesday.

Born and raised in Zim-
babwe, but having qualified to
play for England in 1991, Hick
saw the tourists home together
with Mark Ealham, the pair
sharing an unbeaten sixth

Aigner fo
nternet
NYON, Switzerland, Feb 17:
European [ootball's governing
body UEFA. who have been
holding workshops at their
headquarters here since the be-

ginning of the week, have sug-
gested top clubs use the internet

] BULAWAYO. Feb
|

~to generate revenue, reports
AFP.

UEFA's director general
Gerhard Ailgner said on

Wednesday that clubs could use
the iInternet to retelevise
matches and have live dialogue
between fans and players.

"Clubs should explore these
areas,” Aigner said.

"However, we need time to
introduce this new technology.”

The new technology to tele-
vise maltches on the web were
successliully demonstrated at
UEFA using a portable com-
puler.

wicket partnership of 90 as the
target of 199 was reached with
nine balls to spare.

‘1 enjoyed it out there”, said a
beaming Hick after the game. "]
was very disappointed to miss
out on the last tour here three
years ago so I was delighted to
be here for the first time in Eng-
land colours and to play a big
part in a win like that. It was
special for me."

England captain Nasser
Hussain was happy for the¢ man
who came to the crease at the
fall of his own wicket when the
score was just thirteen. "I'm
sure he's full of emotion, the
way he's played coming back
here. He's a nice lad and a
bloody good player and I'm
pleased he got runs today."

Hussain joked that Hick had
helped the likes of himself and
Nick Knight to a first win in
Zimbabwe after the disap-
pointments of the 1996 tour,
when England drew both Tests
and lost all three one-day in-
lernationals.

Hick himself was also aware
that the win was absolutely vi-
tal for team morale as the tour
moves towards the end of a
fourth month.

"l think the win today was
very important - especially a
close win like this one today
when we were chasing a total.

Perhaps we haven't chased
that well recently and another
twenty runs more on the target
and it would have been very dil-
ficult.~

The bowlers did their job,

just happy

we're fielding well and to chase
well and win was important af-
ler the disappointments of los-
ing to South Africa in the final
ol the Standard Bank triangu-
lar series on Sunday.

The teams remain in Bul-
awayo lor one more game at the
Queen's Sports Club on Friday,
before heading north to Harare
for the two final matches in the
SCIies.

Warwicks won't
release Donald

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 17:
Warwickshire have refused to
release Allan Donald for six
one-day internationals between
South Alrica and Australia. the
United Cricket Board (UCB) said
on Wednesday, reports Reuters.

Paceman Donald announced
in January he would take a six-
month sabbatical from inter-
national cricket, broken only
by the two Tests South Africa
will play in India later this
month and in March

He said he would spend the
South Alrican off-season play-
ing lor Warwickshire.

At the weekend the UCB
asked Donald to consider play-
ing against the Australians; a
split series of three matches in
South Africa in April and three
in Australia In August.

However. a statement issued
by the UCB on Wednesday sald
the English county had vetoed
the plan.
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