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~_ Thai farmers demonstrated
~ peacefully 'gﬁ_l:t a UN trade

~ conference Tuesday to protest
ﬁ the liberal ﬁﬂﬁn of agricul-
s \ mﬂt‘i!emd use of geneti-
' lly modified crops, reports

! .frmﬂ L3t S
- The protesters accused the
ai ﬁa_ve_.rpmem of ignoring

heir views and instead follow-

g ead of international H

ganisations and indus-

| countries.

‘The Thal government

aims that trade Iiberalisation
help farmers sell more

cts in the world market.

ct is the benefits go to

agri-businessmen and ex- |

porters, not to small farmers,”

‘sald the Assembly of the poor in

- a statement. :

They claimed trade liberali-

* ~sation will force farmers to be-
come dependent on foreign
markets, (Portcd seeds, tech-
nologies and chemicals.

. "Agriculture is the basis of
food security. It ensures the .
country's survival,” the group
said.

- The protesters said the use of
genetically modified crops |
would also result in an in-
creased dependence on Western
companies.

"Besides health and envi-
ronmental concerns. foreign
companies will monopolise
agriculture in the Third World,"
said Pipop Thongchai of the
Campaign for Popular Democ-

p racy.
The protesters left cefully
a basket of or-

after presentin
vegetables to Awni

anic

gehnﬂm, secretary of the UN
Conference on Trade and De-
velopment. |

Awni has received daily peti-
tions from Thai protesters at
the UNCTAD conference since it
began Saturday.

Earlier Tuesday, about 300
laid-off workers demonstrated
peacefully outside .the confer-
ence site against the Thal gov-
ermment’s sale last year of 12
state-owned distilleries to pri-
vale companies. The sale,
which put 10,000 people out of
work, was hailed by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund and
foreign investors as evidence
Thailand is committed to free
markets and trade.

'Political matters
blocking Iran's
WTO membership'

BANGKOK, Feb 15: Iran's
commerce minister on Tuesday
attacked “poljtical matters”
which have prevented his
countiry from joining the World
Trade Or sation, says AP.

In a clear reference to oppo-
sition from the United Sates,

j Mohammad Shariatmadari
v zﬁ;& the fact that his country
not even been approved as a |
“candidate for WFO membership
was "an insult to the interna-

tional community.”

"We have arrived at the defi- |
nite conclusion that political
matters are influencing the

prevention of the accession of }

the Islamic Republic of Iran to
the WTO,” Shariatmadari said.

The United States claims

) Iran is a terrorist nation and
‘mainfains trade sanctions
against it. even though they of-
ficially have normal trade ties,
Other Western countries’ now
trade normally with Iran,
which is a major oil uCer.

Washington has blocked at-
lempis by Iran to begin the pro-
cess toward joining the WTO,
which sets rules for interna-
tional trade among its 135
members.

“If concepts such as the non-
politicisation of trade are con-
sidered to be among the princi-
pal concepts of an interna-
fional organisation, and in the
WTO such things should not be

- observed, then it is a matter of
regret.” Shariatmadari said.

He was speaking at a news
conlererice during the UN Con-
ference on Trade and Develop-
ment. which runs until-Satui-
day. _

-~ He told reporters th.re
should be a "mother organisa-
tion” for the WTO. the IMF and
the World Bank, and that Iran
believes UNCTAD was the right

Glaxo Wellcome

holds sales
conference

- Glaxo Wellcome Bangladesh
Limited held jts annual Mar-
keting: and Sales Conference
2000 in the city recently, says a
press release.

Syed Fazlul Haque, Manag-
ing Director of the company.
inaugurated this millennium

| erence,

The conference, attended by
all members of the Marketin
and Sales Team. was addre A
among others, by Hasan Fer-
dausi, Marketing Director,
' - AHM Zaker, - Technical Direc-

¥ tor, Sarwar Azam Khan. Fi-
. nance Director, M Azizul Hugq,
Marketing Manager and
Shamim Rabbani, Sales Man-

_ Speaking on the occasion
$hox the managing director noted
- that although the company had

- 1ts own share of the ressed
4 market situation in the year,

things were moving in the right

direction. i oy

The meeting was Informed: of
_ the steps taken by the company

to have a ntratc%:c fit with the
“global changes that are taking
~ place for shaping the future.
~_ Deliberations ere made on
the strategies for 2000 and on-
‘Wards that would ensure the
high standard of products and
services that the patients and
physiclans alike have come to

W - Wellcome.
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BANGKOK, Feb 15: Prospects
dimmed for a rapid resumption
of world trade negotiations
Tuesday, with differences be-
tween rich and poor nations at
a major UN trade conference
remaining wide, says AP. |
The uneven benefits of glob-
alisation have proved the ma-
Jor worry for.the 190 countries
represented at the UN Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop-
ment, underscored by the
world’'s top labour boss, who
denoun a "casino economy.”

Juan Somavia of Chile, first
director-general of the UN's In-
ternational Labour Organisa-
tion from a developing nation.

form would collapse unless
olicy makers found ways to
“make markets work for every-
body.”

said globalisation in its current .

‘1.# = b y

Organisers of UNCTAD's
four-yearly meeting had hoped
the pgathering would resolve
some disputes that sank the
World Trade Organisation’s at-

- tempt in Seattle to launch new

negotiations defining global
commerce for the new millen-
nium:. \

But UNCTAD, which pro-
motes trade as a tool for devel-
opment In poor countries,
failed to attract high-powered
delegations fromm any major
nation except Japan.

The United States suffered a
major embarrassment in Seat-
tle when President Clinton was
confronted by violent street
protests and a revolt by devel-
oping countries over what they
sald were closed-door dealings
by the major powers.

Washington is represegnted

Tl
L}

by Harriet C. Babbitt, deputy
~administrator of the US |

| Agency
for International Development,
who echoed European Union
olficials in dismissing hopes of
a breakthrough. :
The WTO, not UNCTAD, is
the proper forum for resolvin
trade dispules, Babbitt sal
Monday, saying Washington
was “eager” to launch a new
round of trade talks but declin-
ing to cemment on a British
propasal to get them under way
this year. ;
A consensus Is growing
among developing countries
that their needs must be fully
included before they are willing
to agree to any new trade talks.

Babbitt said the United States is
committed to helping countries
gain access to the world trading
systen.

welcomed the

presentation.

A team from International Finance Corporation (IFC) led by
Peter L. Woicke attended a presentation programme at Infrastructure Development
Company Limited (IDCOL) office in the city on
ERD and Chairman of IDCOL and Infrastructure Investment Facilitation Centre (IIFC),
guests. Two presentations on IDCOL and IIFC were made by Dr M Fouzul
Kabir Khan and Nazrul Islam,CEOS of IDCOL and IIFC respectively. Directors of IDCOL
and IIFC and Frederick. T Temple, Country Director of the World Bank, attended the

Executive Vice President

onday. Dr Masihur Rahman, Secretary of

— IDCOL photo

tvide between rich, poor
blocks new trade talks

Uneven globalisation benefit figures at UNCTAD conference

Many Third World countries
share the view that the WTO has
been dominated by the rich and
that current trade agreements
are unfair to poor nations,

They complain the WTO has
left tariffs high on goods ex-
ported by many poor countries,
such as textiles and farm prod-
ucts, while allowing rich coun-

~ tries to subsidise agricultural -

exporlts, ot 50

“Six or seven of the top 10
agricultural expo.lers are de-
veloped countries, and | don't
think they could reach that sta-
tus without expor{ subsidies,”
UNCTAD Secrctary-General
Rubens Ricupero said Monday.

Poor countries also com-
plained Tuesday that cfforts to
reform the world's financial
system have slowed In the past
year and should be accelerated
again to prevent another fi-
nancial crisis like the one that
devastated Asia In 1997.

.~ The strong recovery of £: lan
countries has reduced the sense
of urgency for many reforms,
while entrenched interests have
blocked others, the countries
said.

Developed countries are still
balking at a proposal by WTO
Directnn*(}encrar Mike Moore
that they remove all trade bar-
riers for products from the
world's 48 poorest countries.

The United States and
Japan, among others, are con-
cerned about the damage to
their own producers .if they
open their markets entirely to
pi:]'oducls such as rice and tex-
tiles,

About 300 protesters, mostly
senior citizens. gathered out-
side the convention center
Tuesday and accused the Thai
government of impoverishing
their lives when 12 state-owned
distilleries were privatised last
year, costing 10,000 jobs.

Thailand has been pra'sed
by wealthy countries and lhe
International Monetary Fund
for sticking with opening up its
markets despite the Asian eco-

nomic crisis that erupted in

1997.

i

Ambassador-and Head of Delegation of ti)e Euro
de Souza Manezes addresses the members of the gﬁard of Directors of the
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) at a meeting held at the DCCI auditorium on Monday.
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SINGAPORE, Feb 15: Asia's
exports should surge again this
year on the back of weaker re-
gional currencies, global elec-
tronics growth. import demand
in Japan as well as robust in-
ira-regional trade. analysts
said today, reports AFP.

Exports jumped in nearly
every Asian country last year
and was the key reason for the
reﬁ]un'a stunning recovery from
a deep recession caused by a fi-
nancial crisis which erupted in
mid 1997,

‘We still expect exports to be
strong because of the favourable
F,loba electronics cycle and the
act that domestic demand’ in
Asla is recovering strongly af-
ter two depressing years,” said P
K Basu, senior economist at
Credit Suisse First Boston in
Singapore.

He said a concerted pick-up

BANDAR SER!I BEGAWAN.
Feb 15: After a decade of exis-

tenee, APEC is making a con-

scious effort to be closer to the
layman, especially the young,
using information technology
as a bridge, reports AFP.

Ollicials in the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation {APEC)
forum, which is more popular
for its relentless bid to open up
trade, will be the first to admit a
lack of effort in get its aims
spread among the public.

“We're basically saying we

haven't done enough, that's why
we have to push it,"” said Lim
Jock Seng, a top foreign min- .
istry official of oil-rich Brunei
which holds the APEC chair in
2000. |

" "We want to spread APEC
further to the young business-

e

men, women in business. the

youth, the tourist and travelers
and the journalists. The ques-
tion is, how .de we do {t?", he
told AFP in an interview.

A daunting task, considering
that APEC cuts across conti-
nents and multi-ethnic com-
munities. .

The theme of this year's
APEC meetings — launched in
Brunei at the weekend with a
10-day gathering among senior
officials — is "delivering to the
community” by “"building
stronger foundations, creating
new oppertunities and making
APEC matter more." -

Over the next few months in
the runup to the APEC leaders'
summit in Brunel in November,
APEC's outreach to the wider

public will be a key element on

the agenda. officials said.
A discussion will kick' off

soon on how to address barriers

to women's' participation in
business, education and leader-
ship, how best to involve the
yvouth in the APEC process, and
public feedback on the impact
of liberalisation.

Lack ol understanding on
the impact of free trade apart’
was cited as a main reason for
the failure in launching a new
round of talks to liberalise
trade at the World Trade Organ-
isation ministerial meeting in
Seaftle in December.

Anti-liberalisgtion advo-
cales believe trade liberaliza-
tion will merely widen the gap
between the rich and poor na-
tions.

Since last year, APEC has

conference of the company,

(From left to right) M AziZul Huq,
Director, Hasan Ferdausi, Marketing
Firoz Alam, General Manager (Human
Glaxo Wellcome Bangladesh Limited,

Look Beyond the Horizon

Marketing And Sales Conference 2000
Glaxo Wellcome Bangladesh Limited

Dhade » T Felrurry - 2009

A

Marketing Manager, Sarwar Azam Khan, Finance
Director, A H M Zaker, Technical Director, A K M
Resource), and Shamim Rabbani, Sales Manager of
are seen at a recently held marketin

and sales
— Glaxo Wellecbme photo

SYDNEY, Feb 15: Eight
South Pacilic Island nations
‘have agreed to cooperate to
strengthen their fragile finan-
cial settors: which are vulner-
able to fnancial volatility and
illegal operations such as
money Jaundering, reports
Reuters.

Filji. Papua New Guinea,
Samoa, the Solomon Islands,
Tonga, Vanuatu, the Marshall
Islands and the Federated
States of Micronesia have all
agreed to strengthen co-opera-
tion and supervision of their
financial sectors.’

The Pacifle Financial
Technical Assistance Centre,
which Is IMF-Tunded and will
act as secretariat for the irndtia-
tive, said the move was In line
with worldwide action to
strengthen linancial seclor sta-
bility in the wake of the Aslan
crisis,

Pacifie Island countries re-

~ based cor y whose people

. are committed to fighting dis-
_ €ase by bringing innovative
-medicine 8ervices to pa-

~ Uents thr wut the world and

¥ ‘zﬁﬂtﬂ healtheare _p!ovjde!rn wh?

o .
Fraly.
\ r - F] i 7 :
.

:.'f:1- "; "
|.I &"I . o

'
ir

]

seclor volatillity and illieit fi-

nancial operations. including

money laundering,” said the
cenire in a statement on Tues-
day.
“They have therefore decided

main vulnerable to fluancial

¥

-

~according

to reinforce their commitment
to financial sector soundness
and. stability,” sald the Suva-
based body, established In 1993
by the IMF and United Nations.

The Pacific Islands Pruden-
tial Regulation and Supervision
Initiative, backed by six central
banks or two finance min-
Istries, calls for the exchange of
financial iInformation and
joint assessments of prudential
regulatons and supervisior

It talks of a possible future
"harmonisation of financial
seclor regulation and supervi-
sion” in the South Pacific.

Several South Pacific na-
tions have been targeéted by
money launderers, especially
Russian-organised erime glanﬁa

o the OECD tas
force on moncg-laundcring and
the US State Department nar-
cotics law enforcement bureau.

The OECD's Flnancial Ac-
tion Task Force on Money
Laundering has cited “a heavy
concentration” of activity by
Russian criminals in Nauru,
Weslern Samoa, Vanuatu and
the Cook Islands.

Nauru and Vanuatu, both

8 South Pacific states agree on
finance sector cooperation

offshore finance centres with
strict bank secrecy laws, an-
nounced last week they would
review thelr banking systems.
New Zealand sald on Tues-
day it was working with the
OECD to combat money laun-
dering in the South Pacific,

"Financial crime and mcaey
laundering is a global one, but
countries in the South Paclfic
region with smal: administra-
tions are :often particularly
vulnerable to the predations of
eriminal elements,” New
Zealand Foreign Minister Phil
Gofl said. :

New Zealand Is active in
combating fraud in the South
Pacific region and is ready to
assist countries in the region to
enable them to cumbat-money
launderin and financial
crime.” Goff said In a statement.
~ Klaus Riechel, coordinator
of the Pacific Financial Centre.
sald the South Pacific bankers
and finance ministers had also
called for international assis-
tance from the World Bank and
Bank of International Sett]e-
ments Lo strengthernr their fi-
nance secltors.,

- APEC makes move to reach
- out to the layman

“also stepped up its drive to get

member economies to keep
abreast with information tech-
nology. as Internet use and elec-
tronic commerce become more
pervasive. |

“The way we do our trading,
the way we do our business in
going to change. This is the new
opportunity and we must take
advantage of i+," Lim said.

Brunei and Japan are to host
two separate forums on elec-
tronic commerce for APEC
members this year,

Among other plans to lift
APEC’s profile are recruiting
imun bleod into APEC's high-
evel business advisory council,
and holding an APEC-wide art
contest and Sringing the win-
ners and the works of each
economy to a common APEC
gathering.

Within APEC itself, mem-
bers are trying to make their ac-
tion plans — a set of commit-
ments to boost economic coop-

. eration and lower trade barri-

ers ~— more user-friendly, said
Lim. '

The format of the so-called
individual action plans “is
quite cumbersome and we're
irying to make it useful, easy to
read, and friendly to the busi-
ness sector.” he said.

APEC accounts for 55 per
cent of total world income and
46 per cent of global trade.

APEC groups Australia,
Brumei, Canada, Chile, China.
Hong Kong, Indenesia, Japan,
South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico,
New Zealand, apua New
Guinea, Peru, the Philippines,
Russia, Singapcre, Taiwan,
Thafland, United States and
Vietnam.

DHL launches

web site for
Saudi Arabia

*. DHL has unvelled its newest
web site to coincide with their
participation in the First Saudi

Arabian E-Commerce
Riyadh;says a press releaze,

Representing the Transport
and Distribution Industry Sec-
tor in Saudi Arabia, DHL's Elec-
tronic Commerce Manaf,‘er,
Nick Dent, said the develop-
ment of the Saudi Arabian web
site represents a significant in-
vestment, and signals our belief
that this market is ready to em-
brace further technology driven
changes.

The site, which is available
in both Arabic and English lan-
guage versions is one of the
most comprehensive released
by DHL to date.

The new DHL web site, lo-
cated at the Internet address
http://www.dhl.com.sa, in-
creases DHL's accessibiiity and
genuinely makes us casier to do

usiness with.

At a press conference. David
Atkinson. DHL's Country Man-
ager, demonstrated the web
site's ability to track-and-trace
the whereabouts of documents |
and packages whilst in-transit.

Other useful features of the
site include a section that en-
ables customers to locate their
nearest DHL Express Centre,
and web pages designed to offer
guidance on completing ship-
_ment documentation, with the
opportunity. to download pro-

e . e

Forum, l

forma paperwork

Glfjb.-llﬁ’-,'. the Internet offers
low coSt inlerconnectivity be-
tween trading partners, and is
serving as a catalyst for supply
chain re-engineering.

DHL is ready to roll out a raft
of Internet-based services as the
market demands, and will ac-
tively assist In the planning
and support of transitioning
businesses. :
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Experts see further rise
In Asian exports

in Aslan demand was boosting
import largely from within the
region,

'So intra-regional trade has
become an additional source of
export performance,” Basu
pointed out,

Another key factor he cited
for rising Asian exports were
strong import demand in
Japan.

"Asjan countries are seem-
ingly gaining share of the
Japanese market. In fact,
Japanese imports from Asia are
growing more rapidly than
overall Japanese imports,”
Basu said.

Although only a few gov-
ernments have released their
1999 full-year trade figures, it is
clear that export growth im-
proved in virtually every Asian
country last year, said the Po-
litical and Economic Risk Con-
sultancy Ltd (PERC), a Hong
Kong-based think thank.

It said most signs indicated
that "Asia's exports will remain
strong enough to underwrite the
region’s continued economic re-
covery in the coming year."

PERC said prospects for an-
other sharp rise in Japanese
imports in 2000 were good as
the yen remalned relatively
strong and Tokyo was spending
50 heavily — in part {0 win pub
lic support in the run-up to new
elections that economiic
growth would be propped up this
year.

According to figures pro-
vided by PERC, total Asian ex-
ports increased by around 93.5
billion US dollars last year
from 1998. |

Stripping out Japan's con-
tribution to this figure leaves a
net increase in Asian exports in
1999 of about 60.5 billion dol-
lars.

Japan's

imports alone

surged by 31.1 billion dollars
last year, and the llon's share ¢f
this increase came [rom pur-
chases within Asia. PERC zaid

Other reasons cited for t!
robust Asian exports were the
booming US economy and rel;
tively weaker Asian currencies
which plunged due to the finan-
cial crisis.

Some analysts fear that
rebound now in Aslan currer
cles could adversely affeci
growth ol reglonal exporis ;
they would become less compe
itive

But others believe this would
be negated by even stronger e
port demand.

"Many of the Asian currer
cies appreciated last vear fr:
their weakest levels and
relatively stable now 3
Philip Wee. treasury economis!
al Standard Chartered Bank

Wee said however that As
exports could post siow
growth in 2000 due to the high
base chalked up in 1999

"The focus is more on de-
mand, as leng as demend holds
up. Asian exports will rise,
said, citing as an example t
Internet fever In the .
which would create its own de
mand lor electronics.

Electropics 1Is the prims
=

driver ol Asia's manuiacluri

seclor. . lhe engine ol
growtlh

Even il Aslan exports
steam, in 2001 due to an app:
ciation ol regional currencies

the economies should b
healthy enough to absorb the
shock, PERC said.

[t pointed out that enomgh
headway had been made in cor-
recting balance of payments
weaknesses in the region to
prevent a downturn in exports
from leading to another liquid-
ity or exchrange rate crisis.
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1.- Name of work

Time allowed for
completion of the
work

Price of tender
schedule

6. Place of selling &
receiving tenders

d)

9. Date of receiving
and opening of
tender

Lottery
(applicable
where necessary)

10.

|
|
!
|
!
|
F
m
|

|

| DFP-2918-9/2

Office of the Executive Engineer
Sunamgonj PWD Division, Sunamgon

Tender Notice
No. 27 of 1999-2000

I Sealed tenders are invited in BD Form No 2911 for thel
undermentioned work as per terms and con<ition staled below
Establishment of Fire Service &}
Civil Detence Station of tl |
important thana _.f'place:x 1 (one) al i
Chhatak
Sunamgonj (Sub-head: 4" dia PVC P
deep tubewell). 11

i Estimated cost Tk 2,18,538/- (Taka two lacy
‘ eighteen thousand five hundredp
thirty-eight) only. g

3. Earnest money Tk 4,400/- (Taka tour thuumndp

four hundred) only. |
60 (sixty) days from date of is:«uq.-_.-
of work order.

Tk 425/-
twenty-tive) per set.

Office of the undersigned including
all Executive Engineers’ office

w under PWD Circle, Sylhet.
7. Last date. of During office hours up to t
selling tender 23-2-2000. :
| 8. Eligibility otfta) Category applicable  as per
contractors’ firm financial limit of authorised}
1 to compete in the enlisted contractor of PWD. ]
tender b) The intending tenderers must have ]'
H VAT registration. |

c) Attested copy of VAT registration }
certificate is to be enclosed along |t
with the tender. 2
Original money receipt of]
purchasing tender will have to be |
enclosed with the tender.

Up to 12.00 Noon of 24-2-2000}
and will be opened on the same |
day at 12.15 PM. '
. If more than one tender is received §
. *having same rates stand iowest}
selection will be made by lottery
to be held on 02-03-2000 at 12.00 )
Noon in office of the undersigned |
in presence of intending tenderers
who like to be present. ' |
The undersigned reserves the rght to accept or reject any |
or all the tenders without ass ging any reason.
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(Tk four hundred}
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Executive Engineer
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