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res in public life. Of late one
henomenon has struck me in
» United States of America:
rominent presidential
uls are competing with
h other for their respective
closeness to Jesus Christ! 1 be-
Jieve it started with George W.
Bush. Jr., the Republican fron-
trunner when he claimed that

.;,guma Christ was his “greatest

political influence” and then
all the other major candidates,
Republicans and Democrats,
ﬁirmd the suit by claiming
their various deg{‘ees of prox-

{fmity to God. More impor-
~ tantly, those who want to dis-
mantle the church-state divi-

sion are. with some help from
the judiciary, getting much
'boldez}f--for most observers, the
d uncompromising segre-
g:mn between n:ligingn and
tics may soon be over in the
nited States. One US Senator
has recently declared that secu-
larism in schools had gone too
far. and he wanted the Ten
Commandments to be taught in
the classrooms.

According to a recent New
York Times Magazine article
that scanned the collapsing
wall of secularism, the Ameri-
can Supreme Court Is on the
verge of replacing the old
church-state disconnection
with the newfound principle of
“equal treatment for religion™.
Such unprecedented legal re-
traction of complete religion-
state disunion, coming from the
highest judieial pedestal, will

of the world. The old divide be-
tween the secularists and advo-
cales ol religion in American
public life is now taking a new

turn — the anti-secularists are
in a triumphant mood while the
delenders of separation between
religion and politics are now
gru glnq}g accepting the new
reality. The BJP an

porting organizations of Hindu
nationalism in India are the
major players in Indian poli-
tics, and the _ecular grour_a and
individuals there know it well
that the juggernaut was unstop-
pable — it is changing the paolit-
ical landscape by proposin
that the state employees shoul
be allowed to join the extremist

- RSS.

Bul there are other trends,
which may give the secularists
some comliort that their cause
was not entirely lost — Iran for
the first time since the Islamic

‘revolution is sending a clear

signal that it wants '»> soften
the stiff rules of the Islamic
state, In the Western countries,
where religion has gained
strength, numerous people
sought alternative route to God
ple are not always excited
about the highly institutionai-
ized religion. However, that's
not much of a relic! for the secu-
larists. They are caught between
the old religions establish-
ments that stretch into politics
and the cults some of which in
recent years pecame the killin

fields of their devotees. Even it .

we discount the Western readi-
ness to discredit the post-Shah
regime in lran, there is alien-

its sup- -

imagination continued in

ation be the young and the
religious elite, and the Ayatul-
lah-controlled political leader-
ship is losing its earlier grip. If
Iran and the United States
transmit two different mes-
sages on religion and politics,
Indonesia possibly sends a
third message — Abdurrahman
Wahed, a moderate Islamic
leader, trusted by the minori-
ties, 1s fighting the parochial
violence betveen the Muslims
and the Christian minority. Of
course, the Talibans in
Afghanistan represent an ex-

treme blending of Islam with
politics — most Muslim-major-
ity countries disown their
brand of an Islamic state, and

inside Afghanistan, the dis-
senting voice against religious
bigotry is being heard.

Wtile the paliticians do not
hesitate to tilt towards re.igious
evangelism in the United
States, the intellectual commu-
pity still emphasizes the im-
portance of secularism in a lib-
eral democracy. But such exhor-
tation has lost its old appeal.
The new anti-secular voice is
rather subtle. often [lowing
through the terrain of civil so-
ciety: yet it is a compelling mes-
sage, it recognizes that human

ngs have diffcrent layers of
{dentity, including the panoply
of religious passions. You can-
not legally discriminate one

* against the other, especially by

denying religious assertions in
public Efe. at has become the

Bangladesh as the pre-1971 i
long to resurface in pohl_tu.-s.

catalytic argument rippling

against the old wall between re-
ligion and politics. It is the tu-
mult of church-state cases and
the increasing flexibility of ju-
dicial interpretation, not the
religious extrerist groups that

~eroded the strict separation

between religion and politics,

Slowly and steadily, special
reports and sc¢holarly studies
are unveiling that the old doc-
trine separating church and
state is heading for an unprece-
dented paradigm shift, un-
thinkable even a few years
back. But there Is an air of un-
certainty about the new devel-
opment, Neither the politicians
nor the intellectuals, so far, ex-
plained what wonld happen lo
the non-Christian minorilies
in a polity no longer shielded by
the strict norms of church-state
separation. If there is a prayer
in the school, which re i&_gus
faith will it represent? at
kind of religious cosmolo
will be taught in the school?
Will there be explicit or implicit
restriction on the immigration
of the non-Christians? Some of
the anxieties heard! It is usually
the Jewish community that re-
sists any strong switch to the
Christian evangelism in the
United States, but the Jews are
now hoping that they would not

., ‘have much to fear from the
'Christian majority, assumed to

be more liberal and accommo-
dating to them than ever before.

But other religious minorities,
particularly the non-white im-
migrants ol the last two decades

are not yet culturally integrated
as the Jews are in the United
States — they are walting in the
twihight zone hoping that the
mainstream Christian-major-
ity would be more tolerant and
less abrasive to those who don't
belong to the Judeo-Christian

ancts -

I haven'l heard any huwlin{ﬁ
rotests against George Bush,
ore and other leading presi-

dential candidates for un-

abashedly using the Jesus-card
in what is acclaimed as a secu-
lar democracy. More and more
politiclans are favouring
mandatory prayer in the public
schools, Pat Robertson’'s (also

Jerry Falwell and several oth-

ers) influence in politics is well-
ermeated, but neither his nor
at Buchanan's presidential

ambition will be fulfilled- — the
secularists brag about it, and
rightly so. But the very fact that

George Bush and other promi-

nent politicians claim to be .

born again Christians and con-
sider it a political capital dent
the American secular process.
Few leaders and spin-doctors
dare to condemn. such politi-
cians who display their blatant
religiosity in politics, with im-
punity, and few of them expect
40 dump politicized Christian-
ity in an otherwise secular
democracy, To the Western ob-

nheritance that did not take

— — e o —

servers, it is a threat to secular-
{sm when, in a Third World
country, religious sentiments
flower in politics. But when the
evangelical groups barge into
American politics, it is accepted
only as a change in the legal
and political culture In the
country — not a serjous breach
of secular democracy!

There are strong Indications
that the Western governments,
with help from their Third
World val}:datura. use secular-

ism as a tool to contain Islamic -

manifestation in politics that
has been anti-colonial, and op-
posed to the Western hegemony.
The battle between secularism
and Islam became the clash of
civilizations, as Samuel Hunt-
ington warned. In most con-
flicts between the secular forces
and the Islamic militants, the
Western countries side with the
formier. But now Western secu-
larism {tself Is changing Its
posture to religion (mainly
Christianity) — now the West
has less credibility when it

flaunts secular presumptions -

before the developing countries
still teetering between pro-reli-
gion and non-religious inclina-
tions in politics.

The Bangladeshi secularists
and the Bengall nationalists
are not yet reahy to acknowledge
that” the old separation of
religion and state is being
chipped away, not only in the
Western nations, but also in the
neighbouring ones. To them,

widespread, sustained and vio-
lent fanaticisin except periodic
and isolated incidents mainly

in the rural areas. Such stories

get Immediate media coverage
and NGO atiention. The word
“secularism”™ bestows an in-
stant class and gravity among
the liberal intellectyals, but re-
grettakly. there is no informed
and larger debate on secularism
and the global repositioning of
religion in the political arena.
Much of the dispute arises from
the secularists’ panic about po-
litical Islam. :

So far, the fear of Islamic ex-
tremism In Bangladesh has
been grossly exaggerated. The
Jamaat Is expected to have
more influence in the future
coalitions with major parties,
bul it may still be many hand-
shakes away [rom real power.
Most mainstream Bangladeshi
intellectuals anxiously demon-
strate their secular correctness,
because, generally speaking,
that is also politically correct
to do so. Disappointingly, they
display a blithe of indifference
to what is happening in the po-
litical .world .oultside
Bangladesh—the emerging coex-
istence of secularism and polit-

“lcally inclined religious expres-

sions is notl ringing a bell to
them. Not yet!

The Bengali nationalism be-
came the new secular anchor
for post-independent
Bangladesh; this was the polit-
ically correct and logical choice
since former East Pakistan
broke away from Pakistan,
based on the separate Muslim

tity in spite of the persistent
opposition from the secular es-
tablishments and their intellee-
tual upholders. -

To the secular nationalists,
the claims of Muslimm national-
ism in Bangadcsh tantamount
to religious bigotry. But the cen-
trist leaders and those who are

skeptic or opposed to secular-
ismy in Bangladesh see a politi-

cal fulure in (Mushim) identity

litics — majority of the Mus-
im volers do support he cen-
ter-right parties. pu! ogether.
Even the ruling Awami Leaguc
lowered jts cirlier secular tra-
jectory in 19%5-1996; It angereca
its liberal cohorts. In an age of
multiculturalism, people iden-
tify themselves by race, lan-
guage, hlstugy, %cndcr. and
many Bangladeshis even iden-
tify themselves by districts, di-
alect, regions and even sub-di-
visions. The majority of
Bangladeshis are Muslims, and
to-the ordinary Muslims, secu-
larism, as an explicit political
bent, is still cherished by a net-
work of Westernized and influ-
ential people, supported by the
religious minorities.

Be that as it may, the secu-
larists in Bangladesh are yet (o
accept the new d c that Is
demolishing the wall between
religion and politics — they are
yet to be convinced that the
Muslim identity seekers and
the Islamic extremists are not
the same.

The writer teachecs Polilical
Science at I'swan Universily,
Glassborn, New Jersey. USA.
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HE portrait of a country

l peaple envisioned 30 years
ago is fading [ast. Precisely
speaking. villages
Bangladesh till now are
rtraits of human misery. |t is
ard for our teenegers to
concentrate on any ambitious
&mject and carve out a future
r them. They can't feel good
about their country while still

- secretly longing for a change.

Women till now are the most

deprived and neglected section

in the society in adesh.
Despite the avowed policy

and commitment of the gov-
ernment in the B adesh Ac-
tion Plan for SAARC Decade of

the Girl Child towards improv-
ing the conditions of the girl
child and raising the status of

women, hardly an ng tangi-
ble has been J;;him.gShog-

ingly true, the action plan that -

matic
child
and ensure integration of the
women [olk within the devel-
opment activities of various so-
cial development agencies has
fallen through. -
- The two core issues namely
elimination of social injustice
and economic exploitation of
the girl child could only be
tackled through motivation,
policy guidelines and bold lead-
ership exercised at the govern-
ment Jevel Women seem to be
discriminated against in the
society in ever grealer propor-
tions. And the genesis of dis-
crimination and cruelty
against women can be fraced to
the explicable attitude of social
apathy inherent in the male
population of the sub-conti-
nent. Speaking about
Bangladesh, though the consti-
tution provides for equality be-
tween sexes with pro protec-
tion for women and children,
ple still have been governed
personal family customs and
rules that fall to give women
their due.

Unfortunately, people have
been watching during the last
few years, unending political
fedds and a mad race for power
between the lcad‘iﬁﬁ olitical

es that has sti all na-
tion building activities and
pragmatic planning. Because of
the politician’s failure to lead
the nation and give proper pol-
icy directions to people, the
country has, of late, beéen a

hotbed of chaos. With terror-
ism, killings, hijacking, drug
addiction, trafficking in
women and children on .he
rise, people are sick of the -
ernment and poli‘icians of all
colours. Shockingly true. till
now the energy, imagination.
talent and potential of our

sought to establish p

in |

. women in
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young men and women could
not be fruitfully channelised to
take the country forward. True.
with firm commitment and
policies towards halting the
trafficking of women for forced
labour, domestic servitude and
sex exploitation, tue edifice of a
grusperous society could be
uilt. Because when women are
aranteed basic human and
abour rights, the whole family
and the community benefit.
More so, when women gain the
knowledge and power to make
their own choices, society is
betier able to break the chains
of poverty. )
pite a growing consensus
on the importance of women's
work, gender disparities and
inequality 6f opportunity -.nd
treatment (Ecrsist. Too many,
1 in the country are de-
nied the righ |
learn to read, to be qualified to
take a job for which they re-
ceive equal pay. Too many are
concentrated in the informal
work sector, underemployed or
unemployed. Scores are barred
from access to loans or credit or
exerci the most basic of the
legal mrghts- That means when
the e member either hus-
band or father in a family dies
or becomes disabled due to dis-
ease or accident, the whole
family lands
calamity and distress.

Let us recall the time when
we grew up with such goals and
thinking either at home or in
school about the price of aus-
terity, sacrifice, suffering and
deprivation. We grew up think-
ln[ﬁ it was noble 1}5 less than
aftfluent. Almighty Allah loved
the poor. The rich, thundered
our elders, went to hell. Taat
notion dissuaded us from tak-
ing any positive attitude to-
wards life, especizlly so in case
of giving education and improv-
ing the status of women.

Because of such notions held

fast by a large section of our

populace. the picture of
Bangladesh now is pretty dis-
mal. Women are the most ne-
lected element in the
angladesh society till now.
Look at the petty construction

workers majority of whom are

now women. These hapless
women, some with babies on
their backs have been swarm-
ing over the numerous build-
ings now under construction in
different areas of the big cities
like Dhaka, Chittagong and
Khulna, hauling bricks on their
heads to soaring heights. And
workers whether male of fe-
mdle are using primitive tools
and earning a pittance. Sinceé
the year Bangladesh was born
through the sacrifice of 30

{ to g5 1o school {6 |

in a sea of

-

1site to Women’s Emanci

by Md. Asaduvllah Khan

| Bangladesh has attracted hundreds of joreign aid agencies, charitable groups and other non-governmental
_ organisations (NGOs). Many of these organisations concenfrate on improving the lives of women. . . But lives of

women are still mired in distress and unending social barriers.

lakhs lives-men, women and

children — the population of 75
million at the time of libera-
tion has now become almost
126 million. But these growing
numbers did not get the direc-
tions they needed. The ‘country
now bears the brunt of depriv-
ing women their right to educa-
tion. The neglect in educating
girls is doubly alarming because
education almost always leads
to a drop in infant mortality
and a redvced birthrate. This is
evident [rom the fact that rapid
improvemment in women's

literagy in the southern state of,
TamilWNadu in India in the past
. several ycars has quickly

brought about this virtuous
circle. Mentionably Kerala's per
capita iicome is only $156, but
the literacy level is an
impressive 90 per cent. And be-
cause of the high literacy rate
this state has been able to solve
problems that secem so in-

_tractable elsewhere in the sub-

L discriminatory

continent. Kerala's life ex-
pectancy and infant mortality
rival those in the West. That
only justifies the assertion that
no society liberates itself that
treats its women badly. Men-
tionably the female literacy
rate in India is 36 per cent, in
Pakistan it's 23 per cent and in
Bangladesh it's 22 per cent
compared to 43 per cent of men.

Without a shadow of doubt,
this sub-continent suffers inex-
orably because of its flawed and
education sys-

tem. This country has always

- had problems — in multitudes.

To-day, the emphasis is on its
potential: a 126 million people
who need education, more elec-
tricity, roads, healthcare, sani-
tation and other facilities to-
wards reducing the plight of the

people. Hundreds of thousands
of potential workers, mostly
distllusioned, are wandering
the streets of cities and villages
in search of work. Foreign in-
vestors in a range of industries
from garments, shoe making,
textile and software manufac-

ture, medical equipment and’

telecommunication are watch-
ing closely the investment cli-
mate vis-a-vis the political
climate in Bangladesh. If the
political climate improves, it
might usher in a boom that will
lift the entire country. The re-
form might unleash the en-
trepreneurial drive in the

~ country not only for men but

.. nearly

women as well.
But no boom can be sus-

tained if problems like educat-
ing the masses especially
women, providing such basic
necessities as food, inocula-
tions for the young and water
that does not make people sick
are not solved. On those vital
issues the country's report card
is still very bleak. It is worth
noting the study published in
1997 by the Human Develop-
ment gentre. an Islamabad-
based think-tank backed by the
United Nations Development

Programme. thal says that
South Asia ineluding
Bangladesh has become the
poorest, most illiterate and

malnourished region in the
-world. According to the report,
two-thirds of South
Asia's Children are under-nour-
ished. compared with 38 per
cent in sub-Sanaran Africa. It
is the only region in the world
where there are fewer women
alive than men, the result of
wilful neglect of women's
health. Two essential ingredi-
ents, health and education, that
can only help create and sus-
tain a stable economy, continue
to be neglected in the whole sub-
continent. Mentionably, two-
thirds of Pakistan's 130 miil-
llon people are illiterate as are
half of India's 929 million.
China's literacy rate at the
moment Is about 80 per cent,
while in Bangladesh it is about
35 per cent now. The literacy
rate signifying the level of edu-
cation is an indicator of the
progress the country would
achleve. The literate politically
demanding masses of Kerala in
India have proven that solu-
tions are not only in the books
but feasible on the ground. Sri
Lanka boasts high life ex-
pectancy and 90 per cent liter-
acy rate. In Bangladesh re-
markable changes have come
about In recent years. Primary
education became compulsory.
More children are now going to
school but the enrollment of
girls remain poor at about 10
per cent compared to 23 per cent
of boys. Shockingly, three out
of 1000 women are profession-
ally employed and there are
equally enormous number of
dropouts. Governmeni at-
tempted to get certain percent-
age of the population onto
school rolls but did little else.
School buildings are
ramshackle lhnlehe(lj‘ huts® in
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‘most places with no benches for

thé students Lo sit on. Many of
the schools were stalled by only
one or two teachers. F’t{l!ﬁﬂﬂ*
teeism was chronic and teach-
ers olten were nol in atten-
dance. And those who were on
the job were either hardly com-
petent or even rarely instruct-
ing. In many places qualified
teachers were not recruited and
rather the post of teachers were
often filled up by politician's
iriends or cronies whose only
interest was collecting salaries.

A somewhat happy glimmmer

is that the poorest in the rustic,

villages are getling the message
about the importance of educa-
tion. But the increasing motiva-
tion of parents to educate chil-
dren hasn't been matched by a
corresponding improvement in
schoqling facilities. Parents in
the rural areas are rather more
inclined to pul the male child
onto school. Moreover, societal,
cultural and religious values in
the country appear to be loaded
against female education.
Statistics reveal that forty per
cent of all girls are engaﬂecrm

- household work cumpared o a

negligible number of boys. In
spite of several laws restricting

- ¢child labour, labour participa-

tion of girls (10-14 years) has
increased, while the participa-
tion of boys has declined.
Moreover, disadvantages facing
the girl child are compounded
by an apparently increasing in-
cidence of violence against girls
and women such as abduction,
rape. acid throwing, physical
assault, kidnapping and -im-
moral trafficking. In one such
incidence in the recent past,
Mummy. a housewife in the
Dhaka city was allegedly killed
by her husband on her refusal

tlo pay dowry money. In another -

incidence, Ayesha Siddiqa
Shelly, wife of a Dhaka Uni-
versity teacher Dr. Ferdous
Hasan, was severely assaulted
on her refusal to bring five lakh
taka from her parents.

Déspite existence of laws and

stringent penalties, social atti-
tudes towards women's status
seem to permit these be-
havioural aberrations. The
contemporary situation of in-
adequate social opportunities
for both adolescent boys and
girls to develop normal pat-
terns of work and behaviour
leads to large scale migration of
adolescent girls to cities and
towns in search of livelihood
aggravating the problems.

The country is replete with
instances of torture, violence
and humiliation perpetrated on
woman even on just reported
and unproven cases of moral
transgression o. adultery.
Some years back, Noorjahan, a
married womean from the dis-
trict of Sylhet, accused by a lo-
cal Imam of adulicry, was lalf
buried and lhen stoned. The in-
tention was to humiliaic her.
Oul of total shock, Noorjahan
later committed suicide by
swallowing poison. Kadabanu
of Rangpur distri « was buried
lo her waist outside her home
and pelted with old shoes for a
ijbmjlar alleged transgression.

3 already mentioned, wemen
traditionally are placed in the
distanl second position after
men. Concerned about the
poverty and ill health that re-
sults, outside organizations
and. In some cases, individuals
have sought to improve thé
condition of women. But the
change of old ways and customs
has brought about a violen re-
sistance from a section of so-
called religious leaders.

Many such stories are not
reported in the newspapers be-
cause of the sense of humilia-
tion and stigma it leaves on the

« victim and her family. Tusi, a

young girl in the Kalabagan
area of Dhaka city who suffered
repeated assaults and beating
by her engincer husband for her
inability to meet his dowry de-
mand had to get a divorce. Tusi,
an educated girl with a (wo-
year-old baby and now on a job
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Applications ar¢ invited for admission into full-time residential
MBA program (3 semesters in one year) of the department of
Business Administration at Jahangirnagar University, Savar,
Dhaka during the session 1997-98.
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Candidates must be 4 years BBA/4 years Business
Graduates/Masters in Commerce. Candidates must have at least
one first division in either SSC or HSC or equivalent, or must
have 5 subjects at 'O' level and 2 at "A’ level with no more
than 2 Cs in either 'O or 'A' level. Candidates with third
division/class in any examination will not be eligible for
admission. Equivalence of Degrees fromt private and foreign

institutions will be determined by the University.
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Application form can be collected from Agrani Bank,

Jahangirnagar University Branch on payment of Tk
. 300/-(non-refundable) from 20 February 2000 to 02

March 2000.

The completed application form with 2 copies of recent
photographs must be submitted to the Department of
Business Administration, Jahangirnagar University
between 9.00 AM 1o 2.00 PM on week days from 20
February 2000, Last date of receiving application is 02

March 2000.

Written admission test will be held at 10.00 AM on

Friday, 03 March 2000,

For further information, please contact the Department
of Business Administration, JU, Tel: 9343906-10 Ext.

pation

in an NGO in Dhaka could per-
haps escape death because she
can afford to make a living for
herself and her baby. Ayesha
Siddiga Shelly, now wife of Dr.
Ferdous Hasan, an associate
professor at the Dhaka Univer-
sity, can aflord lo get a divorce
because she has a secure job. But
what will happen to those un-
fortunate girls who are neither
educated nor has any means of
living other than becomiry a
burden on their poor parents?

With a per-capita income of
170 U.S. dollars per year, one of
the lowest in the world,
Bangladesh has attracted hun-
dreds of foreign aid agencies.
charitable groups and other
non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) whose pro-
grammes now reach more than
15 million people. Many of
these organisations. concen-
trate on improving the lives of
women by providing health
care, literacy skills and impart-
ing tralning on area-based cot-
tage industries. Grameen Bank
and some other organisations
have come forward to give vil-
lage women collateral free
loans to start their own busi-
ness.

But lives of women are still
mired in distress and unending
social barriers. Now self-styled
religious leaders in the villages
have been issuing "fatwas” that
it is degrading for' a Muslim
woman to be engaged in work
outside her house-without ob-
serving "Purdah". On the
strength of that "fatwa“, thou-
sands of schools were vandal-
jzed and at least 60 of them set
afire since 1995. Several
women in different villages of
Bogra. Rangpur, Sylhet and
Khulna were divorced by their
husbands for working, taking
loans [rom different NGOs or
accepting healthcare services.

You only have to travel a bit
farther from Dhaka city to see
the horrifying miseries chok-
ing the lives of hapless people.
The average resident in these
places tioes not have anything
that can be described as a stan-
cdard of living. He just ekes out a
subsisicnice. Everyone in these
villages including child - as
emall as five would need to
work at whatlever he/she could

possibly do in order for the
family to l%et one meal a day. In
ail likelihood. the children
would not be going to school.
More Lhan that, girls anyway
would be discouraged from go-
ing 1o schoaol so that they could
be married off at the earliest for
therc to be cne mouth less to
feed. And for one more woman
to be available for breeding
purposes so that these unfortu-
nate families may have some
extra hands to make their liv-
ing easler.

Now the bad news according
to a United Nations study is
that women have to wait until
25th century — some say 2490,
to be precise — before they can
achieve parity with ‘men in the
top echelons of corporate
power. The prediction may
seem iike a male chauvinist's
wishiul thinking but in fact
women are going nowhere fast
in the business world.

Encouragingly. women have
been clected heads of Asian gov-
ernmcnts but none have
achieved it without a father's or
a husband's prominent name
The bullet that claimed
Solomon Bandarnaike's life in
1959 started a chain of events
that led to his widow Srimavo
becoming Sri Lanka's Prime
Minister. Other widows and
daughters have followed he:
Indira Gandhi, Benazir Bhutto,
Corazon Aquino, Khaleda Zia,
Sheikh Hasina and Bandar
naike's daughter Chandrika
RKumaratunga.

Hopefully, democracy too is
playing a key role by giving
women the vote and making na-
tional interest, not gender, the
main determinant of who gets
to run government. Similarly,
[ree enterprise is helping the
female cause by making qual-
ity, productivity and profits
paramoun! in business deci-
sions. In a ruthlessly competi-
tive world, companies can't
snub the female half of the
world's talent. And this impor-
ant message must get (o our
Bangladeshi leaders. They must
realize that without f:ducalm%
men about women, the socia
barriers would be harder to re-
move.

The author is Controller of
Examinations, BUET.
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(if anyone remains present)
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nominated different agents/dealers and suppliers by thie Deputy |
General Manager, Juto-Ffibre Glass Industry, Tarabo, Rupgany, §
Narayanganj for supplying undermentioned chemicals, various |
kinds of chemical (industrial 'raw' materials on C&F|

BJMC Advertisement |
International Re- l
Tender Notice (2nd) |

Sealed tenders are invited from bonafide importers and their|

Tenders will be received ull 12:00 Noon on 2-4-2000 in the |
tender boxes kept at the (1) Juto-Fibre Glass Industry, Tarabo, |
Rupganj, Narayangan) and (2) BIMC, Dhaka Regional Office, §
99, Motijheel C/A, Karim. Chamber (4th floor), Dhaka and|
will be opened the same day at 12:30 PM before the tenderers

Tender schedule containing detailed description including |
rules and regulations, terms and conditions can be purchased |

(except holidays) rrom (1) Deputy General Manager (Acc_{l)unts :
| & Finance), BJIMC, Dhaka Regional Office, 99, Motijheel |

|Div1sion, Juto-Fibre Glass Industry, Tarabo, Rupgan_j, |
Narayangan], on payment of Taka 100/~ (one hundred), only inj

C/A., Karim Chamber (4th floor), Dhaka (2) Chief of Accounts

cash per set (non-refundable) till 1-4-2000 office hours.}
Security money at the rate of 1% of the total cost but not less |
than 1000/~ (one thousand) taka (refundable) in the forms of §
DD/Pay-Order in favour of the project will have to bej
submitted along with each tender. Other terms and conditions
and rules and regulations will be available in the schedule. .
The authority reserves the power to accept/reject any or all}

| (enders without assigning any reason. If tenders are not mixtd |
or opened on the specific date due to any reason, lhi_en it will be §
| received and opened the following day at the same Uime.

| BIMC-38 du: 7-2-2000 '
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