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Abahaniin a

practice match

S o

Abahani total of 184
overs, Enamul, who took two

Sports Reporter

Brief Scores

Abahani Krira Chakra: 184

for 9 in 40 overs
(Mohammad Hussain 35,
Amir Wasim 30. Biplab 30;
Anis 2/36. Minhazul 2/28.
Suja 2/26. Enamul 2/28)
Surjo Tarun Club: 190 for 5
i 40 overs (Enamul 43 n.o..
Parvez 37. K Masood 26,
Khokon 25)

Result: Surjo Tarun Club
won by 5 wickets,

A magniticent all-round per-

lormance by Enamul Hoque
guided Surjo Tarun Club to a
five-wicket
Krira Chakra
maltch
Crickel Stadium yesterday.

win over Abahani
iIn a prac ice

at the Dhanmo wdi

Chasing a not-so-impressive
in 40

wickels in the first session,
hammered an unbeaten 43 (o

helg his side reach 190.

Parvez chipped

namul apart, opener

in with 37 while

Khaled Masood added 26.

Earlier, batting first. Aba-

hani were restricted to 184 for

nine,
rounder
highest 35.

Pakistani all-
Hussain notching
His compatriot

with

Amir Wasim and Biplab who
scored 30 runs each.

Rahman,

seamer Anisur
skipper Minhazul

Left-arm

Abedin and left arm tweaker
Enamul Hoque evenly shared

S

Severl
Junior

ix wickets.

ITF junior
tennis

RAJSHAHI., Feb 14: The
day ITF International
(Under-18) Tennis
Championship began at the lo-
cal, tennis complex today. re-
ports UNB. _
Commissioner ol Ra{ahnhi
Division Khian Shabuddin in-
augurated the junior meet.

Bangladesh's Ashex Mah-

mud Mridha earned o place in

the main draw aftcr winning
his qualifying match.

Vivian Chhetri, Pratim
Parekh and Nipun Gupta ol In-

dia. Soren Spanner (Denmark].

Myung .J Cho (South Korea),
Zuny Kim (South Korea) and
Luckici Raian (Romania) also

qualified. .
In the day's only girl's main
draw malch. Rosekalin ol

Latvia beat Rani Chhelri 6-0, 6-
=3

A total of 72 boys and girls
from |15 countries are taking
par! in the competition.

[nter-varsity cricket
Big wins for
RU, DU

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Feb 14: Rajshahi

and Dhaka won their opening
matches in the inter-universily
crickel competition here today.

Hosts Rajshahi Universily

crushed Bangladesh Agricul-

tural University by eight wick-
ets at the University Stadium.
Agricultural University were

bundled out for 97 in 38 overs

after batting first.

In reply, Rajshahi Univer-
sity easily reached their target
ar the loss of only two wickels
m 23.4 overs.

Masud Rana of Rajshahi was
adjudged man-of-the-match for
his four-wicket haul.

At the Shaheed Habibur
Rahman Hall ground, Dhaka
University recorded a thumping
145-run victory over Islamic
University.

Opting to bat, Dhaka Uni-
versity made a mammoth 239
for five in the stipulated 40
overs. Sajid Rana hit 89.

In reply, IU were dismissed
for 94 in 25.4 overs. Bikash
Rana was the wrecker-in-chief
with five for 11. He was later
declared man-of-the-match.

Earlier. RU Vice Chancellor
Prof Sajedur Rahman Khan in-
augurated the five day meet of
the RU Stadium. RU Pro-VC and
convenor of the organising
Committee Prof M Wazed Ali

was also present.

Nat'l chess
qualifiers
Sports Reporter

International Master Abdul-

lah Al Rakib of Biman, Abu Su-

fian Shakil of Ansars and
Monir Hossain of Leonine
Chess Club were sharing the
26th National Chess Champi-
onship qualifying round at the
end ol eighth round at the NSC
chess room yesterday.,

In this round Rakib drew
with Shakil while Monir beal
Taibur Rahman Sumon of
BUET to raise their tally to 6.5
poinis each.

Seven players-- Syed Mal)
fuzur Rahman Iman, Syed
Ruhul Kabir Shiplu, Shawkai
Hossain Pollab, Aminul Islam,
Nasir Ahmed. Dewan Shahidul
Amin Tipu and Arifuzzaman
Shikder, were at the crowded
second spot collecting 6 points
each.

The qualilying round will
experience an unscheduled

break for three days,because of

the hartal
The 9th round will be held
on Friday at 3 p.m.

Warwickshire in
Donald dilemma

LONOON. ¢ 14
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LIONS

Indomitable Lions' celebrations begin.

LAGOS, Feb 14
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Cameroon's
dramaltic win over
heavily [lancied

Nigeria in the

(inteinct

Alrican Nations Cup linal in
Lagos on Sunday characlerised
a tournament that provided
much entertainment and
quality football but again
raised vexing questions about
officiating and organisation.

Sunday's final saw
Cameroon return to the winners
podium after more than a
decade without success in the
bi-annual African champi-
onship, edging Nigeria 4-3 on
penalties after the final ended
2-2 alter extra time,

It was a deserved victory for

' the central African country but

reiained clouded in contro-
versy after a refereeing error
ruled out a vital penalty lor
Nigeria in the post-match
shootoul.

A kick from Victor lkpeba.
the Nigerian substitute, hit the
underside of the crossbar,
crossed the goalline and then
bounced back out of the goal
and was not awarded.

Television replays after-
wards clearly showed the
penalty should have stood and
that both the Tunisian lines-
man and referee erred badly at a

Atally d ali _ N
vially dramadciyaisage.

The error took much of the

gloss off the spectacle of the fi-
nal. where Cameroon ook an
early 2-0 lead only for Nigeria
to claw their way back into con-
tention.

And so it was for much of the

three-week tournament, cO-
hosted by Ghana and Nigeria in
the first experiment of its kind
in world football.

The general chaos ol organi-
sation in Nigeria, where secu-
rity at the imposing Surelere
stadium was virtually non-ex-
istent and rioting by supporters
common place after every game,
negated almost all the progress
shown by African football on
the field,

The image of soldiers firing
teargas at bands of youths lurk-
ing outside the stadium con-
trasted sadly with the skills ol
the likes of Patrick Mboma,
Austin Okocha and Alrican
soccer's exciting new linds Lau-
rent Maver of Cameroon and
Nigerian teenager Julius Agha-
howa.

Nigeria's football associla-
tion were lined on two separalte
occasions [or pitch invasion
and general mayhem at their
national stadium during the
tournament.

While Ghana proved a gentle
venue, the lack of crowd support
also contrived to deprive the

tournament ol much of its
shine.
Both Ghana and Nigeria

stepped in as hosts ol the Na-
tions Cup a year ago when the
Confederation of Alrican Foot-
pall (CAF) took the tournament

ayvay Jrom Zimbabwe, |
A A e

of co-hosting a success with see-
retary-general Mustapha
Fahmy saying the "door was

M o e

now open” for bids from pairs of

Alrican countries who would
ordinarily not have the re-
sources (o host the tournament

arec the principte — the

START TO PARTY: As a dejected Nigerian player walks off thke pitech the

— Internet photo

Nations’ Cup’s cheers and tears

Ol

their own.

But officials complained bit-
terly at the lack ol co- ordina-
tion between Lthe two west

Alrican countries.

The lootbhall proved ol an
ever-improving standard and
withh more international focus
than ever belore. For the [irst
time, more than half the play-
ers compeling came from clubs
in Europe, among them some of
the most popular teams in the
world.

Nigeria were expected to
dominate and provided their
fanatical fans in Lagos with
memorable wins over other
contenders like Morocco, South
Africa and Tunisia.

But Cameroon were quick to
register their intention by going
close to beating Ghana in the
tournament's opening game and
easily reaching the final,

Delending champions Egypt
were the only side to record a
100 percent record in the first
round group matches but went
out disappointingly in the
quarter-finals to Tunisia, un-
done by spolling tactics and
their own inability to change
their approach.

Failure at the linals cost the
coaches ol Algeria, Morocco
and South Africa their jobs
while Togo's eccentric German
coach Gottlieb Goller walked
ol on his team. one match into
tournament, after 'a ‘row
with' [ederation officials. :

Alrican [ootball now turns
its altention to the qualifiers
lor the World Cup, wflich will
see all bul two of the continents
countries playing preliminary
round knockout games in April.

Sport
| Shoaib, Azhar | Premiership

verpool joit Gun

report):
changes in their squad for the
second and third one-day
ternationals after Sri Lanka
wotl the opener by 29 runs, says
a report of The Dawn,

'"L‘i’.l[l:':.ji Waradckshire may yel

Nave ta ioolk heyord Aian
Yrald for (nclr overszas
gaver nex: season lollowing

s thiat the Soulth Afvican
4 esh Interna-

peecemal) liaces
uonal call-up.

K s T"l.'u:i '.‘b.'“i "-'

The S53-yvear-old announced
~ taking an
- wnith broak from Inter-
EE National crickel.

) BARCELONA. Feb
14 [Reuters/ In
ternet): Real 'la-
drid have arch-
rivals Barcelona
in their sights for
the lirst time since September
as they embark upon a crucial
four-game spell in the Spanish
league and cup this week.

Real's season was all but
wrilten oll in December as they
fell seven points behind
Barcelona and 16 adrilt of title
leaders Deportivo Coruna.

But a Real revival, coupled

| with a drop in fo.m for Barca

and Deportivo, has seen them
ease back into championship
contention under their care-
taker coach Vicente del Bosque,
who (ook over from John

November.

They are now gearing up for
a spell of three league and cup
games in the space of six days --

set for the following weekend as
the icing on the cake.

Real begin a decisive pc iod
in their domestic season wich a
league game at Valladolid on
Tuesday, a match that was

Toshack in the dark days of

with a home clash with Barca

Real back on right track

postponed because of the World
Club Championship in Brazil.

Victory on Tuesday would
see Real overtake Barcelona for
the flirst time this season and
leave them just four points be-
hind Deportivo.

They then defend a 1-0 lead
from their Spanish Cup quar-
ter-final [first Jleg apgainst
Merida on Thursday. with a
place in the last four within
their grasp.

A tough league game at Va-
lencia follows on Sunday, and
then the chance to steal a
march on Barca at the Bernabeu
six days laler.

"The league is wide open
again.,” Real's Brazilian de-
fender Roberto Carlos said on
Monday.

"Results have all gone our
way this weekend and we're re-
ally going to push for the le: Jue
11OW.

Real's chances of making
that decisive push over the next
week or so will be hit by an in-
jury to Raul Gonzalez, who
limped out of Saturday's 1-0
win over Malaga wijth a thigh
problem. He is likely to miss all
three garnes this week and could

evenn be a doubt for the
Barcelona clash on February
27 38

While Real Madrid have been
gaining momentum in the
league, Barcelona have been
struggling for the form that saw
them cruise to the last two
league litles.

Their 2-1 defeat at Real Betis
on Sunday leaves them five
points behind the league leaders
and in need of a speedy im-
provement if they are to com-
plete a hat-trick of titles,

Louis van Gaal's side should
at least gain some comfort from
the Spanish Cup, though. They
take on Second Division Os-
asuna at the Nou Camp on
Wednesday with a 4-0 lead from
the first leg and a semifinal
place all but secured.

Cily rivals Espanyol should
also complete a comlortable
passage through to the last"four
on Wednesday after their 5-1
hammering of Compostela last
week.

Rayo Vallecano and Atletico
Madrid, who drew 0-O in the

first leg, will battle for the re-

maining spot.

'CONCACAF Gold Cup

Mexico maul T&T

SAN DIEGO, Feb
14 (Reuters/ Inter-
net): Luis Her-
nandez tied the
Mexican national
feam's career
goal-scoring
record Sunday in a 4-0 rout of
Trinidad and Tobago in Group C
play during the Gold Cup soccer
tournament at Qualcomm
Slddiunl.

Hernandez's strike in the
52nd minute was his 341b for
Mexico, equaling Carlos Her-
mosillo’'s mark. |

In Group D play, Canada’s
Carlo Corrazin scored on a bi-
cycle kick in the 57th minute 1o
force a 2-2 draw with Cosla
Rica. The pgoal was Corrazin's
second of the match.

Hernandez's goal came alter
Mexican defender Sergio Almz}-
guer cleared Dwu_',hl_Yﬂrl‘_:rj-s,
shot off the goal line. I'rancisco
Palencia secured the ball and
found Hernandez on the right
wing. Hernandez then struck a

the far posl. | I
AS Monaco defender Raface

in the 36th minule,
Marquez

metres inside the leit post,

15-metre shot that gailed inside

Marquez gave Mexico a 1-0 lead

volleyed Emilio
Mora's left-wing cross lrom 25

Mexico received an own poal
from Shurland David in the
75Lth minute, and Palencia fin-
ished the scoring 10 minutes
later with a shot ofl goalkeeper
Clayton Ince's chest,

Trinidad and Tobago's best
chance to score came on Yorke's
penalty kick in the 89th
minute. But goalkeeper Oscar
Perez dellected the shot off the
underside ol the crossbar.

Jesus Arellano's handball
inside the penalty area resulted
in Yorke's Kick. The ensuing red
card forces Arellano to miss
Mexico's next match against
Guatemala on Thursday night
in Los Angcles.

Trinidad and Tobago de-
fender Ronald Mauge suflered a
severe leg injury in the 62nd
minute and was taken Lo a hos-
pital.

“They say his leg Is broken
but | haven't seen it,” sald
Trinidad and Tobago coach
Bertlle St Clair. "l hope nol.”

Trinidad and Tobago con-
cludes group play againsl
Guatemala on Tuesday night in
Los Angeles.

Canada will play South Ko-
rea in group play Tuesday night.
The Costa Ricans and South Ko-
reans will lace each other

A

Thursday night. Both matches
will Lake place in Los Angeles.

recalled

KARACHI, Feb 14 [(Internet
Pakistan made (wo

in- -

The second mateh will be
al Gujranwala on

layed
&chneaduy while the last match

of the series will be contested at
Lahore on Saturday.

Pakistan cricket selectors
recalled paceman Shoalb
Akhtar and Azhar Mahmood in
place of all-rounder Yasir
Arafal and left-arm pacer Zahid
Saeced.

Shoaib missed the opening

~ match after being banned by the

Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
for breach of code of conduct in
Australia. Azbhar was nursing a
hamstring injury.

The dropping of teenager
Zahid Saeed luuked surprising
as he has been left out without
gefting an opportunity in the
lirst match. The National Bank
yacer was adjudged the best
yowler of the Youth World Cup
in Sri Lanka last month.

SQUAD

Saeed Anwar (captain),
Aamir Sohail, Younis Khan,
Yousul Youhana, Imran Abbas.
Faisal Igbal, Imran Nazir,
Moin Khan, Azhar Mahmood,
Abdur Razzaq, Wasim Akram,
Shahid Nazir., Shoaib Akhtar,
Saqlain Mushtaq and Shoaib
Ma!il{.

Ebisawa lifts
ANZ Grindlays
golf title

Sports Reporter

K. Ebisawa won the the filth
ANZ Grindlays Bank Cup tour-
nament on Feb 11 (Friday) at
the picturesque Bhatiary Golf &
Country Club in Chittagong.

Maj Gen Abu Kaisar Fazlul
Kabir, GOC, 24 Inlantry Divi-
sion and senior vice president
of the BGCC teed-off the 77
volfers who took part in the
event played on the Stablelord
format. He later distributed
prizes at the club.

The prize-giving ceremony
was addressed by Neil Merrick,
depuly general manager of ANZ,
Mahfuzur Rahman, manager
Corporate Finance Services
(Chittagong), captain Ahsan
Aziz Shelly (retd), captain and
chairman tournament comimit-
tee of BGCC and M.A. Rahim
vice-chairman of the tourna-
ment committee.

OTHER RESULTS

Runner-up: Maj Gen Abu
Kaisar Fazlul Kabir; Second
runner-up: M. Shimojima; Se-
nior Winner: M. R. Chowdhury:
Lady winner: M. Baba; Best
Front Nine: M. H. Muracd:. Best
Back Nine: K.M. Igbal; Longest
Drive: B.D. Lee; Nearest to the
Pin: K. Ebisawa.

. NBL v'ball

Titas Club blanked Wari
Club by 3-0 sets in thie National
Bank Premier Division volley-
ball league yesterday, reports
UNB.

In the day's another match,
Water Development Board de-
feated Dilkusha Club by 3-1
selts,

East End Club earned full
points beating Nabajagarani
Sangha by 3-1 sets in the first
clivision league,

NATIONS CUR . |

SCORERS

LAGOS, Feb 14 (Reuters/
Internet): African Nations Cup
scorers alter Sunday's final:

5 - Shaun Bart?ett (South
Alrica)

4 - Patrick Mboma, Samuel
Eto'o (Cameroon)

3 - Hossam Hassan (Egypt),
Julius Aghahowa, Austin
Okocha (Nigeria)

2 - Abdelhafid Tasfaout
(Algerial), Ousmane Sanou
(Burkina Faso)., Marc-Vivien

Foe (Cameroon). Kwame Ayew
(Ghana), Victor Ikpeba, Tijani
Bagandiga (Nigeria), Henri Ca-
mara (Senegal), Siyabonga
Nomvele (South Africa), Ali Zi-
touni (Tunisia)

1 - Farid Ghazi, Billel Dziri,
Fawzi Moussouni [(Algeria).
Alassane Ouedraogo, Ism-el
Koudou (Burkina Faso), R y-
mond Kalla (Cameroon), Yasser
Radwan, Ahmed Salah Hosni,
Hani Ramzi, Abd-:ilhalim Ali
(Egypt), Chiva Nzighou, Bruno
Mbanangoye (Gabon), Otto Addo
(Ghana), Tchirresoa Guel, Don-
ald-Olivier Sie, Bonaventure
Kalou (lvory Coast), Salahed-
dine Bassir (Morocco), Finidi
George, Raphael Chukwu
(Nigeria), Papa Sarr, Salif
Keita, Abdoulaye Mbaye, Kali-
dou Fadiga (Senrgal), Mas-
‘samesso Tchangai, Lantame
Ouadja (Togo), Adel Sellimi,
Walid Azaiez, Radhi Jaldi,
Khaled Badra (Tunisia), Dumisa
Ngobe, (South Africa), Dennis
Lota, Laughter Chilembi,
Kalusha Bwalya (Zambia)
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Action from Gold Cup match between Mxico and
Trinidad and Tobago in San Diego on February 13.
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(i , LONDON, Feb 14
lLiverpool beat

Titl Camara goal
In a pulsating
Premier League
match yesterday (o leapfrog
them into third in the table and
[urther dent the hosts' title
chances, reports Reuters.

The hard-earned victory
puts Gerard Houllier's side on
47 points from 25 malches.

_ " L

[February 13.

Arsenal 1-0 with a

French manager. |
ted against compatriot Arsene
Wenger.

wenlt

Arsenal's French defender Gilles Grimandi {L)_ handl_ea.
the ball under pressure from Liverpool striker Tita
Camara during their Premiership clash at Highbury on

Champion Manchester United
lead with 53 points from 24
matches and Leeds United are
second, three points behind.

The match at Highbury saw
oullier pit-

Both sides signalled thelr in-

tentions early on, with thrust- -
ing. attacking play.

Arsenal’'s Thierry Henry

agonisingly close (o

& ¥
L

— Internet photo
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brealking the deadiosy -«
minutles. thund ing 4o o
from 25 melres. T 4
The ball MoOved aeay
Liverpos)

the air and
keeper Sander West weld dic
Welf)tﬂ lhfl]‘.Bl HP ;“'_.,' _-1-;.;
palm it away. ik

Six minules llﬂ . "-!'i'n_-.h
Gerard Houllier's vislors ook
the lead courtesy ol Calarg

The siriker racec “:J e
Steven Gerrard's "*i&ra |
over the top to spring Allenal's
off side trap and go OnNn®-Oygone
with David Seaman, Deality the
England goalkeeper al hisleft.
hand posL

Arsenal piled on the {) -
sure in the second half bu .
erpool's defence held solid.

Henry missed a golden ol

ortunity to level matters whel

is header shaved the crossbt
in the 78th minute and four
minutes later Marc Overmars's
shot on the turn missed by cen-
timetres.

Patrick Viera's thumped
shot a minule later slapped
against the underside of the bar
but cannoned back out and was
cleared as Liverpool rode their
luck.

An Henry shot in the last
minute was brilliantly saved by
Westerweld and the goalkecpcr
then comfortably held a Davor
Suker header in a thrilling fin-
ish as Liverpool held on for vic-
tory.

Liverpool defender and man-
to-the-match Sami Hyypia
said: "We have a gap of two
weeks now before we next play,
against Manchester United, so
can rest — although we are play-
ing so well at the moment
maybe we don't want a break.”

Houllier said: "I think it was
a tremendous team perfor-
mance and I'm very proud of the
team.

“The fans both here at High-
bury and back at Liverpool
must be very happy. 1 still
Arsenal are a better side than us
at the moment but | knew we
could beat them.”

He added: "It looks as though
we are a bit mentally tougher

and cooller and that is what you
need for the big games. Bul we
keep our feet on the greund.

“We have had a good run but

will not be getting carried
away."

LONDON, Feb 14
(Reuters/Internet)
‘Barcelona erratic
[orm continued in
Spain, Hamburg
were comliortable
winners in the Bundesliga
while PSV Eindhoven's hot
property Ruud van Nistelrooy
once again showed his class in

Sunday's action in Europe!

'the Dutech First Divisfop during

PRIMERA LIGA

Barcelona suffered another
damaging First Division defeat

on Sunday, going down 2-1 to a

Real Betis side reduced to 10
men following - Miroslayv
Karhan's dismissal for the last
40 nunules.

lelis' first home win over
Barca nuids }fcars-lem'hnui E
Gaal's side i third plac

B 3

. £
R
- 5
.

O U Y A 5 L

Barcelona's Portugese international Luis Figo (R) and
Betis' Iulian Filipescu fight for possession during their
Primera Liga encounter on February 13.
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European soccer scene

league leaders Deportivo
Coruna failed to take full ad-
vantage of the Catalans’ con-
tinuing problems as they lost 1-
0 at Numancia.

Deportivo remain top of the
table but their lead was cut to
three points by Real Zarag;za
who drew 1-1 at home to Rayo
Vallecano. -g«<. |, .

an) | BUNDESLIGA .

~ "' First Division leaders Bay-
“#rn Munich erded neighbolurs
SpVgeg Unterhaching's impres-
sive unbeaten home run b
scoring twice in the second
through Paulo Sergio and
Mehmet Scholl for a 2-0 win on
Saturday. Unterhaching had
not lost in front of their own
fans since August 1998. Bayern
stay three points clear of sec-
ond-placed Bayer Leverkusen
who beat VIB Stutigart 1-0
thanks to a goal by Brazilian-
born striker Paulo Rink in the
69th minute.

On Sunday, third-placed
Hamburg SV poalkeeper Hans-
Joerg Butt saved a penalty and
then converted oné himself as
his side beat 10-man Schalke
04 3-1. Schalke defender
Tomasz Waldoch was sent off
for a second bookable offence.

DUTCH FIRST
DIVISION

Dutch top scorer Ruud van
Nistelrooy scored one and set up
two in PSV Eindhoven's 3-0 vic-
tory over Heerenveen on Sun-
day which kept them seven
points clear at the top of the
First Division.

Van Nistelrooy took his
tally to 27 for the season -with
Heerenveen reduced to 10 men
for the last 20 minutes after
Dumitru Mitrita's dismissal for
two yellow cards,

PSV top the league with 50
points from 22 matches with
second-placed Ajax on 43
points with a game in hand
having beaten Willem II Tilburg
3-1 on Sunday. Feyenoord, who
drew 3-3 with Vitesse Arnhem,
are third behind Ajax on goal

difference.

Weekend violence

.38 LONDON, Feb 14
;4"‘ a (Reuters /Internet)
v - Top, English

Premier League
clubs faced ofii-
. cial sanctions on
Monday alter a weekend of
player violence on and off the
Leld,

The incidents included an
alleged assault on Chelsea's
[talian manager Glanluca
Vialli, who was reportedly hit
in the players' tunnel after his
side's 31 home win against
Wimbledon

Newspapers also reported
Wimbledon's Norwegian man-
ager Egil Olsen had been
knocked to the ground in the
melee.

Leeds United and Tottenham
Hotspur players piled into each
other alfter a two-footed ch 1-
lenge by Leeds midfielder Lee
Bowyer on Stephen Clemence as
Leeds won 1-0 on Saturday,

And Manchester nited
players are in the dock after re-
peatedly confronting officials
during their 3-0 defeat at New-
castle United, a game that also
saw United captain Roy Keane
sent off for a late tackle after
earlier dissent.

Spokesman Steve Double
saild the FA was waiting for the

i

referees’ reports from the

Vialli had been hit while t

FA to take tough action

Chelsea and Leeds matches be-

fore deciding whalt steps to take.

The Leeds game will have
video evidence but the scenes at
Chelsea could be harder to sort

out since they happened away

from the teleyision cameras.

"There was more action in
the tunnel than in the recent
Mike Tyson fight. 1 have to be
careful what 1 say because the
referee is going to put a report
in,” sald Wimbledon captain
Robbie Earle,

“But what | do think is that it
will be hard to name anv indi-
viduals because th=re were a lot
ol people around. There was a
ditlerence of opinion and there
was some pushing and shoving."

Newspapers reported that
referee Petler Jones was forced
lo make the areas around the
changing rooms a no-go area af-
ter a brawl that followed a clash
on the field between Chelsea
captain Dennis Wise and Wim-
bledon's Kenny Cunningham,

The Express newspaper re-
ported Olsen had been knocked
to the ground in a charge by his
players towards the Chelsea
dressing room. The Mirror said
to act as a peacemaker. A

It claimed players from both
sides as well as staff and stew-

ards became Involved. lorcing

referee Peter Jones to blow his
whistle to try and break up the
fighting.

The violence comes duriig a
season that has seen referees
come in for a deluge of criticism
for the high number of yellow
and red cards they showed. But
dissent among players has
reached crisis levels, according
to many pundits.

moment when, for Paolo di
Canio and referee Paul Alcok.
push tumed to shove,” declared
a columnist in the Guardian
newspaper.

Italian Di Canio served a
lengthy ban after push
cock to the ground in a 1998 in-
cident at Sheffield Wednesday.

The striker, now at West

Ham United, was back in the

news again at the weekend after
his side clawed their way back
to a remarkable 5-4 home win
against Bradford City. '

Di Canio twice claimed
penalties and was denied by ref-
eree Neal Barry, The Italian was

‘reportedly so upset that he did

not want to start the second

half.

He then demanded to be

taken off after another Peﬂﬂlw
claim was denied -before even-
tually scoring from &
spot-kick which Frank

pard had been poised to take.
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