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Light rain or drizzle is likely at one or (wo places over Khulna,

Dhaka, Barisal and Sylhet

Bogra and Comilla in next 12 hours till 6 pm today, report

ivisions and the region of Pabna,

s U'B.

: “may remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky over
g urr riod, N?et ;ﬁlcc said

the country d the pe

The country's
recorded yesterday at Teknaf and

Srumnongal.
The sun sets In the capital

Wednesday at 6.32 amn.

ighest temperature 33.5 degree Celsius was

the lowest 14.2 degree Celsius at
today at 5,53 pm and rises on

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded

in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

ity /Town Temperature Humidity

g in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenlg

Dhaka 25.6 19.2 73

Chittagong 30.2 182 63 g

Rajshahi 26.2 163 75

Khulna 26.0 17.0 8 60

Barisal 25.5 17.2 80 71

Sylhet 26.0 15.0 76 62

Cox’s Bazar 31.5 19.5 6l 58
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Y HEART CAMP-2000

President of the Rotary Club of Dhaka North West Rtn.

- ol g wlh

Tawfiq Aziz Khan handing over Tk. 34000 to a
representative of Missionaries of Charity, Islampur,

Dhaka. Members of the clu

b and Dr AK Bardhan (3rd

from left) and Dr Dhruy (2nd from left) look on.

A delegation of FEMA yesterday handed over its final

report on Tangail-8 by-election to

Acting Chief Election

Commissioner Mustag Ahmed Chowdhury at the Election

Commission office.
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IGP AYBI Siddigquee went to -the Rajarb:igh Police
Hospital in the city on Sunday to see SI Nurul Islam
who was injured by ballet during a raid eariy
Wednesday. The IGP was accompanied by Additional IGP

Mahmud Al Farid and the
Rahman. :

DMP Commissioner Matiur
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Vice-Chancellor of AMA

International University,

Bangladesh (AIUB) Carmen Z Lamagna, founder directcr
Hasanul A Hasan, Ishtiaque Abedin, Dean. in charge oi
School of Business, Dr Anwar Hossain opening the MBA
evening programme on Saturday.
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Environment Secretary Syed Marghub Murshed addressing
the inaugural session of the two-day workshop on
Environmental Reporting’, organigsed by the Forum of
Environmental Journalists of Bangladesh (FEJB) at the
National Press Club yesterday.
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Free heart
camp held

Rotary Club of Dhaka North
West held three-day free heart
camp recently at the Jatiya
Press Club, says a press release.

The camp was conducted b
reputed cardiologist Dr A
Bardhan, Head, Cardiolo
Deptt. of Woodlands Hospita

- Ltd,, Caleutta and his colleague

Dr Tushar Dhruva, a noted car-
diac surgeon. Together they saw
around four hundred poor pa-
tients free of charge. Members
ol the press club and their rela-
tives sulfering from cardiac
diseases were also attended by
the doctors,

About 150 patients were of-
fered free facility for ECG by
Popular Diagnostic Centre at
the Press Club. North West Ro-
tary Club members raised Taka
thirty two thousand among
themselves and donated thirty
lour thousand to the Missionar-
ies of Charity of Islampur,
Dhaka, which Is the organisa-
tion of Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner late Mother Teresa, iIn
Bangladesh.

FEMA hands over
report on Tangail-3

by-election

A delegation of the Fair Elec-
tion Moniturin% Alllance
(FEMA) yesterday handed over
its final report on Tangail-8 by-
election ol the Jatiya Sangsad
held on November 15, 1999 to
the Acting Chief Election
Commissioner Mustaq Ahmed
Chowdhury at the Election
Commission office, says a press
release.

The FEMA delegation was
headed by Abul Ahsan, acting
chairperson. Among others
Feroz M Hassan, secretary gen-
Ataur Rahman, vice
chairperson. Dr Shawkat Ara
Hussain, chairperson, media
committee . Burhanuddin
Ahmed, élection consultant ol
FEMA were present.

The report covers develuﬂ-
ments and incidents during (he
pre election, election and . sl
election period and highiighted
incidents of violence, intimi-
dation and forcib'e seizure of
polling booths in most cases by
militants of the ruling party
and in some cases with the help
and active connivance of
polling personnel and govt offi-
cials. :

Tk 8 lakh looted
from UCBL staff

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Feb 14: A group of
armed robbers looted Tk 8 lakh
from the staff of a bank on
Barwaritala Road here on Sun-
day.

}Ofﬁcials of the United
Commercial Bank Limited were
carrying the money to the Son-
ali Bank. As soon as they
started for the bank, the armed
robbers intercepted their vehi-
cle. | -~ |
They snatched away the gun
of a bank guard from inside the
vehicle and looted a trunk con-
taining Taka eight lakh.

Two robbers, identified as
Ratan and Ear Ali of
Harisankarpur area in Kushtia
town, were caught by the people
while others fled towards the
River Gorai and crossed it.

The captured robbers were
beaten up by the people and in-
jured seriously. They were later
admiitted to a hospital.

Police recovered an amount
of Taka two lakh eighty thou-
sand from the possession of
some villagers of the adjacent
villages situated on the other
bank ol the River Gorai.

- Maid murdered
From page 12

district. She was working as a
maid al the residence of Cap-
tain Mahmuda.

According to police Rahima
might have been killed by the
gang between 11 am and 1 pm
yestﬁrda‘y.

Family sources said during
the incident Mahmuda along
with her husband went to BIR-
DEM hospital to visit her
mother. They found Rahima
hanging from ceiling when the
returned home at about 2:3
pm.
Police said they recovered
three cups from the servant
quarters which were used to
serve tea. The killers might
have entered the house in the
morning and spent some time
there before killing the maid.
police observed,

Environment page
IN newspaper once
a week suggested

Speakers at a workshop in
the city yesterday emphasised
on involving every section of
the society to prevent further
degradation of the country's en-
vironment, reports UNB.

Addressing the function as
chief guest, Environment and
Forest Sccrcta? Syed Magrub
Morshed urged all, including
the journalists, to act in a way
so that the general people be-
come aware of the situation.

If you can't sensitise the so-
clely immediately on the envi-
ronment issue, the situation
would go beyond control, he
sald.

The workshop was organised
by the Forum of Environment
Journalists of Bangladesh
(FEJB).

Speaking as special guest,
Jugantar Editor Golam Sarwar
suggested that the newspapers
should bring an environment
paf,e at least once a week to sen-
sitise the society,

Earlier, Dally Star Editor
‘Mahfuz Anam suggested that all
the stakeholders, including the
bureaucrats, student leaders,
Eruﬁ:asmnal body leaders,

usiness community, should be
brought to such workshop or
dialogue.

Presided over by the presi-
| dent of the organisation, Quam-
| rul Islam howdhury, the

workshop was also addressed
i DOE director Reazuddin
'A med.

o,

Activists of four-party opposition alliance brought out a procession in the city yeaterday

to drum up support for today's dawn-to-dusk hartal and 36-honr ".artal froin torporzovw
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Pfog‘rammeé postponed

RU admission tests
date changed

i

RAJSHAHI, Feb 14: The first
year admission tests of various
departments for the academic
year 1999-2000 in R:Hshahl
University schedule for
February 15, 16 and 17 have
been changed due to opposition
called hartal, reports UNB.

The university authorities
today in a press release said
that the tests would now be held
on February 22, 23 and 24.

According to fresh schedule,
the admission tests of Chem-
istry, Finance and Banking and
Physics will be held on Febru-
ary 22 while tests of Applied
Chemistry, Management and
otatistics on February 23 and
Geography and Environmental
Studies and Philosophy and Li-
brary and Information Science
on February 24.

Date extended

The on-going 5th Bangla-
desh Cub Camporee, organised
by Bangladesh Scouts at the
National Scout Training Centre
at Mouchak, Gazipur, has been
extended by one-day till
February 17, says a press re-
lease.

DU exams
postponed

Dhaka Uniw:rsigf authori-
ties have postponed all tradi-
tional and course system exam-
inations, scheduled to be held
on February 15, 16 and 17, says
a DU press release.

Fresh date for the examina-
tions will be announced soon.
However, other part of the ex-
amination schedule will re-
main unchanged.

Meanwhile, the final exam-
ination of the fourth year BBA
course No 412 of the Marketing
Department of Dhaka Univer-
sity will be held on February 18
instead of February 16, says a
departrment press release.

The examination will begin
at 9 am in the morning.

CMP programme
cancelled

CHITTAGONG, Feb 14: The
Ekushey February Memorial
programme of Chittagon
Metropolitan Police (CMP
scheduled to be held at Laldighi
Maidan tomorrow has been
cancelled due to unavoidable
circumstances, a CMP press re-
lease said here today, reports
BSS.

The CMP has expressed re-
gret lor the cancellation of the
programme.

Seminar postponed

The seminar or “Integrated
Approach to Sustainable
Transport Pulic]y," jointly or-
ganised by Bangladesh Institute
of Planners & URP Dept, BUET,
scheduled to be held on Febru-
ary 16 at the BUET Seminar
Hall has been postponed, says a
press release.

The two-day national work-
shop on "Imrnct of Globalisa-
tion on Bangladesh." scheduled
Lo begin today, will now be held
on February 29 and March 1 due
to unavoidable circumstances,
reports UNB.

The workshop, organised by
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
(BIISS). will be inaugurated by
State Minister for Planning Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, said
a BIISS press release yesterday,

Written test for
Forest Dept posts
postponed

Written test for recruitment
in some posts of ADB-funded
Forestry Sector Projects of the
[Forest Department scheduled
lor February 18 has been post-
poned due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, reports UNB,

Fresh date of test will be an-
nounced in due time for re-
crultment of Assistant Forest
Conservator, Accounts Officer,
Senior Research Officer, Re-
search Officer and Librarian,

The Interview for Scilentific
Oflicer and Sub-Assistant En-
gineer and some other posts ol
the Marine Research Institute
scheduled for February 15 and
16 has also been postponed,
sald an official handout.

Seminar postponed

A presentation on "Le Cor-
busier's Vislunax}r Urbanism in
South America” which was

| scheduled to be neld on Thurs-

cday will now be held on Febru-
ary 20 due to unavoldable cir-
cumstances, says a press re-
lease.

Organised jointly by CESTI
of Alliance Francaise de Dhaka
and the Institute of Architects.
Bangladesh (JAB). the seminar
will be held at the Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka auditorium
at 5:00 pm.

Adnan Zillur Morshed, an
architect and a PhD stud-nt at
Massachusetts Institi1 = of
Technology (MIT)., USA will
present the keynote paper at the
seminar. This j.-esentation will
show how the experience and
symbolism of flight — a
quintessential modern condi-
tion — were translated spa-
tially, visually and politically
in the design of the future
metropolis.

"FEMA meet
postponed

The Fair Election Monitor-
ing Alliance (FEMA)'s discus-
sion meeting on 'Present Politi-
cal Impasse' scheduled to be
held on February 15 at the sem-
inar room of IDB Bhaban has
been shifted to February 19 due
to unavoidable circumstances.
The time and venue will remain
unchanged, says a press release.

CPD-ALRD dia >gue

deterred

CPD-ALRL dialogue on
‘Gender Perspectives on Land
and Livelihood"”, by Prafessor
Bina Agarwal, Institute of Eco-
nomic Growth, University of
Delhi, scheduled to be held to-
day at the BRAC Centre. has
been deferred due to unavoid-
able circumstances, says a press
release,

BNP-Jamaat backed
teachers demand
removal of CU
VC, pro-VC

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 14: BNP-
Jamaat backed white panel
teachers of Chittagong Univer-
sity (CU) demanded removal of
the present administration of
the university to restore aca-
demic atmosphere on the cam-
pus.

The white panel leaders at a
press conférence at a city hotel
loday said the Vice Chancellor
and Pro-Vice Chancellor were
not appointed according to uni-
versily rule and during their
period at least eight students
were Killed on the campus. They
also threatened to go for greater
agitation to press home their
demand for removal of the VC
and Pro-VC immediately.

Dr Muhammad Shamsud-
din, joint convenor of the white
panel read out the statement at
the press conference. Prof A N
M Munir Ahmed, Prof M A
Saleh, Prof Dr Ahmed Fazli
Hasan Chowdhury, Prof Sid-
dique Ahmed Chowdhury, Prof
S>ayed Md Atahar, Prof Dr Md
Nurul Islam and Prof Md Mah
bub Ullah were also present in
the press conference.

Meanwhile, Shibir-led All
Party Student Alliance (APSA)
continued their strike for the
15th day today. Classes and
scheduled examinations were
nol held but offices at the ad-
ministrative building remained
open during the strike.

Jurists

From page |

unacceptable provisions which
also infringe fundamental
rights guaranteed by the Consti-
lution, such as the provision
which allows conviction and
severe punishments to be imn-
posed on the basis of prior
wrillen testimony ol prosecu-
tion wilnesses who need not ap-

he

or

pear belore the Tribunal for t
purpose of examination
cross-examination. Many ques-
tions raised regarding the con-
stitutional invalidity of the
provisions ol the Bill still re-
main unanswered,

"As regards the proposed
amendments, if and when any
such amendments are made,
their effect will have to be care-
lully examined.”

arrister Amirul Islam said
though the President does not
have the ultimate constitu-
tlonal power to obstruct any
legislation, ‘he can act for good
counselling and sometimes it
has a great persuasive value'.

About amendments to the
law through promulgation of
Ordinance, he sald ,"There are
the unwritten words which are
most important Ingredients of
the Constitution. "

Programme to
observe

Int'l Mother
LLanguage Day

The government will orga-
nize a three-day cultural pro-
gramme at the Ramna Batamul
from February 20 in observance
of the International Mother
Language Day, reports BSS.

A decision in this regard was
taken at a high level mec ing
held at the National Muscuar
here yesterday with State Min-
Ister for Youlh, Sports and Cul-
tural Affairs Obaiuul Quader in
the chair.

On February 20 and 21, folk
songs, patriotic songs, Nazrul
sangeet, Rabindra sangeet,
drama, jari gaan, lyrical and
dance drama and recitation
will be held with the participa-
tion of different cultural organ-
isations of the country. On
February 22, cultural bodies of
small ethnic groups will take
part in different programmes.
The programme will remain
open from 5 pm to 9 pm every-
day.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Cultural Af-
falrs Secretary Sayed Abdur
Rob, Prof Rafiqul Islam, Kalim
Sharafi, Sayed Hasan Imam,
Ramendu Majumder, Alamgir
Kumkum, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Director General of Bangla
Academy Prof Sayed Ar war
Hussain, Director Genera: of
National Museum Shamsuzza-
man Khan and representative
of different cultural organiza-
tions.

During the meeting, a 25-
member governing body for
conducting the three-day pro-
grainme was [ormed.

Anwarul Islam
Bobby's death
anniversary

ia o
SLLE T

The sixth death anniversary
of renowned journalist An-
warul Islamm Bobby will be ob-
served today, says a press re-
lease.

He was the founding editor of
the Daily Lile of Chittagong, the
medical journal ‘The Pulse’ and
the now defunct The Morning
Sun.

Special arrangements have
been made to feed the poor on
Lhis day.

Friends, relatives and ad-
mirers are quested to pray for
the departed soul.

Prof Naiyar
Sultana joins as
BPSC men-ber

Prof Nailyar Sultana (’uim‘{i

as the member of Bangladesh
Public Serv ce Commission
(BPSC) yesterday. says a press
release,

Prnl'Sullannl{mnvd as a Lec-
turer of the Department of
Botany at Eden College, Dhaka
in 1964. She served as the
chairman of the department
from 1967 to 1996. She Lhen
joined the Dhaka College as the
first female principal of the col-
lege and served there [rom
November '96 to June 98, She
was us){mmu:d the Director
General (DG) of the Directorate
of Secondary and Higher Sec-
ondary Education and served
there until appointment as the
member of BPSC.

From page |
the minister's snub to the law-
makers.

In a press release jssued after
the meeting, the committee said
the minister's absence from the
meeting was tantamount to ig-
noring the committee,

Talking to UNB in the after-
noon the finance minister erit-
icised the contents of the press
release and sald he never
thought of ignoring parliament
or any of its standing com ait-
lees.
I uphold that parliament is
the symbol of our national
sovereignty,” he szid,

Regarding the controversy
over a letter written by him to
the chairman of the committee,
Kibria said he wrote the letter
property consulting the Attor-
ney General.

"However, you can have dif-
[erences of opinion about a le-
gal matter and that is the rea-
son why | wrote tle letter. Now,
this is up to the Speaker what
he decides. His decision will be
the final."

According to sources, the fi-
nance minister questioned the
authoritly of the standing com-
mittee as to whether it has
power Lo order of decide on any
individual matter,

The finance minister issued
the letter when the standing
committee ordered the ministry
to Implement decision over an
individual loan case of a Ade-
faulter group.

Rejecting the Finance Minis-
lers contentions, the standing
committee on Sunday noted
that under Section 75 and 76 of
the Constitution and 246 and
248 of the rules of procedures
any parllamentary committee
on a ministry could review and
examine ﬂllylhinﬁ of any de-

artment under the ministry it
ooks after.

Rebutting the accusation
that he (Finance Minister) did
not inform the committee about
nis absence from the meeting,
the minister termed it a total
e

My PS informed the PS to
the Chairman about it giving
the reason why I would not be
able to be there.”

Regarding accusation that
the Finance Minister made con-
troversial statements on the en-
tire matter, Kibria asserted he
did never make any such state-
ment.

‘It is baseless. I never gave
sltatement to any newspaper or
news agency on the matter... It
was not fair to refer to wrong
and baseless information to ac-
cuse me,” he said.

About the complaint that he
had cautioned the members of
the committee attending the
meeting, the finance minister
sald, "the blame is very unfor-

Sylhet jail

From page 1
early repatriation, the rebel
prisoners came down at 1:30 pm
and the situation came under
conirol.

An enquiry committee
headed by the Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate has been
formed in this regard.

EPB Textile

From page 1

so far. while the rest should be
linalised shortly. said a high
bureau official. "

Meanwhile, the deadline for
allocation of the 5 per cent re-
serve quota has been extended
to February 29

The government decided
earlier to cancel the 5 per cent
[ree quota system this year, but
changed its mind under pres-
sure from the BGMEA.

Block Bidding

From page 1
reasons.

Besides, the government is
likely to complete negotiations
with US company Unocal over
Block 7 by early next month so
that at least one Production
Sharing Contract (PSC) could be
signed with a US company dur-
ing the visit of President Bill
Clinton.

Clinton to visit
Dhaka University

By DU Correspondent

US President Bill Clinton
will visit the Dhaka University
during his Bangladesh trip on
March 25, said DU Vice Chan-
cellor Prol A K Azad Chowd-
hury disclosed this last night.

A fax message of the Director
of National Science Foundation
ol United States, Dr Rita R Col-
well said Clinton's visit to DU
has been included in the pri-
mary itinerary of the US leader,
Prol Azad said.

Dr Rita is expected to be in-
cluded in the 150-member US
delegation.

Blatant lies: Kibria

tunate.”

"1 did not talk with any of
the members on the issue over
tzlephone. Rather, one of the
members went Lo my residence
lo discuss the issue.” |

The finance minister said in
the past he nnrmalgg took part
in the meetings of the cormmiji-
tee and he would continue to do

s0 In fulure.

Cabinet Bill

From I

wornen have adequale represen-
tation in the countrys nexi
parliament.” the Law Minister
sald. "Equally obliged to do so,
the Opposition should come
fmﬁvard to help passage of the
BilL"

When his attention was
drawn o the women organisa-
tions demanding increase in
the reserved seats and direct
election to those, the Law Min-
ister sald the government was
flexible in this matter. "Our
Prime Minister has clearly said
that she (s ready to consider
any such proposal on the basis

, of consensus reached by politi-

cal parties having representa- -

tion in Parliament.”

12-hr hartal

From page 1

The BNP secretary general
also warned of a tougher agita-
tion If the government did not
hand over power to a caretak
government immediately. l‘Fcr
said the Public Safety Act will
curtail human rights and ham-
per the rule of law and the free-
dom of the judiciary. This gov-
ernment has introduced this
‘black law’ only to stay in
power, Ie added,

Procesting police attack on
Sunday's procession, he said,
tear-gas shells were lobbed tar-
geling opposition leader
Khaleda Zia which could take
her life.

He demanded withdrawal of
lalse cases against opposition
leaders and activists. The gov-
ernment attacked the proces-
sion but cases were filed against
opposition leaders and ac-
livists, he added.

Meanwhile, convener of city
BNP and the All-Party Action
Committee (APAC), Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka. MP, yesterday
urged the people to make today's
hartal a succes3.

Khoka said ‘Awami terror-
ists” will be punished if any at-
tempt is made to interrupt
picketing or procession during
nartal hours.

APAC units held rallies and
brought out processions at
Motijheel. Lalbagh, Kotwali,
Dhanmondi, Gulshan, Demra,
Sutrapur and Shabujbagh
thana areas yesterday. Besides,
processions were also brought
out at Tejgaon, Mirpur, Pallabi,
Kalrul, Mohammadpur, Can-
lonment and Shyampur thana
areas in support of today's har-
tal.

Exemption: Hospital, ambu-
lance, medicine shop, newspa-
per ollice, restaurant, vehicle
carrying journalists, law en-
lorcers, CHCrgency wat{:rvgas-
clectricity supply will remain
out of the purview of the hartal.

Khaleda

From page 1
said Shahabuddin Ahmed is
President of the country and
not of a party and he is not ac-
countable to any individual or
party.

"It is not wise for him to sur-
render to pressure from any one
and he should take decisiviiz
accordingly”.

Replying to a question on the
government's reported com-
milment to the President to
amend the Bill's provisions
concerning bail, Khaleda said
not only those provisions, some
other sections of the Bill are
also harmful.

“"We have raised our voice
against this black and repres-
sive Bill because it was passed
to protect terrorists of the rul-
ing Awamni League auu resort to
repression on the people,” the
BNF chief said.

The entire nation and all
opposition parties. she said,
have united against the gov-
emment and the "black law’.

Ershad

Jatiya Party Chairman H M
Ershad yesterday welcomed the
President's verbal request to the
Prime Minister to scrap the
controversial’' clause of Public
Safetly Act relating to granting
bail, that had denied court's ju-
risdiction.

"I welcome this desire of the

President.” the JP chairman
said.
Ershad said it is under-

standable that the President
would not have signed the bill,
had there been no pressure on
him.

- "It clearly manifests that it
is an anti-people legislation.”
said the former president.

From page 1

grassroots level.

"~ Realisation of these goals
would be expedited if the Zila
Parishad and Upazila Parishad
polls are held soon, she added.
Hasina said the government
wants to strengthen the local
bodies for decentralisation of
power. In this connection, she
mentioned that some 14,000

women have been elected to the

union parishads across the

country.

UNB adds: Referring to her

government ‘pro-people’ policy
and ‘relentless E?FI

prove the lot of commonman
the Prime Minister said when-
ever steps were taken to change
the lot of farmers and toiling
masses at grassroots level, con-
spiracy started.

orts' to im-

"We want Lo er sure at least

two square meals a day, peace
and security for the
masses,” she sald, adding to
make the nation capable and

eprived

roductive it relu!res adequate
ood and nourishment.

She called for setting up

PM: Local body polls

agro-based industries in rural
areas so farmers could be bene-
fited and people stop migrating
to urban areas.

Referring to 'bumper’ har-
vests for three consecutive
years, the Prime Minister said
this was possible becausc of
hard labour of farmers. supply
of agri-inputs and disburse-
ment of farm loan timely. Be-
sides, she said. her government
Is giving subsidy to agriculture
sector despite persistent objec-
tion by donors.

Hasina sald the maximum
investment was made in the
agriculture sector and assured
ol more investment in the fu-
ture.

Local Government Minister
Zillur Rahman, Food Minister
Amir Hossain Amu, Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak,
Agriculture Minister Begum
Motia Chowdhury, Krishak
League president and State Min-
ister for Land Rashed Moshar-
ral and FAO representative in
Dhaka PG Pillal also spoke at
the function.




