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Pirates abduct
6 fishermen

in Bay
From Staff Correspondent
a BARISAL. Feb 14: Pirates
lwﬂﬂped on a fishing trawler,
Ooled valuables, including

. and abducted 6 fishermen
In the Bay last week,

According to Chowdhury
Mostafa, resident of
Patharghata Trawler Owners'
Association, a group numbering
about 15 attacked the trawler.
FB Rina. Ten fishermen on
board were also beaten up by the
~ pirates.

1- The abducted fishermen
were identified as Mostafa Ma-
- Jhee, 40, Nasir, 25, Majibar
atubbar, 45, Ayub Al, 22,
Awal, 24, and Jalil, 25.

Adulterated
fertilisers
seized

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Feb 14: Police
recovered a huge quantity of
adulterated fertilisers Irom
Natun Hatkhola area in the
town on Frillay morning and
arrested two persons.

Acting on a tip-ofl, police
raided a truck recovered the
fertilisers from the vehicle.

Consignee of the seized fer-
tilisers Siddique and driver of
the truck Momin were arrested,

A case was lodged with police
in this connection.

Boy killed in
road accident
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Feb 14: A
teenage old boy was Kkilled in a
road accident at Plashpole on
rt\_

Satkhira-Kaligonj road

cently.

The victim was identified as
Jahangir. 13. son of Ali Moral
of village Kumira in Tala
thana.

Police sources said the vic-
tim was run over by an ambu-
lance when he was trying to
cross the road. He died on the

spol. . _
A case was filed in this con-

nection.

Drug addicts
Increasing in
Kishoregan;

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 14: The
number drug addicts in the dis-
trict has increased sharply
causing grave concern among
the guardians and peace loving
people, reports UNB.

Unemployed vouths, trans-
port workers. day labourers.
school and college dropouts are
the victims ol drug addiction.

Informed sources said bus
stands, railway stations,
Barabazar in the town. Bhairab
Ferry Ghat are the main areas
where dens of hemp. phensidyl
and home made a alcohol are
located.

Gambling and other im-
moral activities are also re-
ported {rom different thana ar-
eas, hats and bazars.

Smuggling of contraband
Indian phensidyl has increased
alarmingly and it is sold openly
in the hotels, restaurants and
tea stalls.

It is alleged that a section of
dishonest medicine dealers in
Lthe town are engaged in smug-
gling of phensidyl and other
sedalive drugs to earn windfall

—
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Uncertainty over Rajshahi, Kurigram

flood protection work

Erosion takes serious turn in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Feb 14: Works
on protection of Rajshahi city
from erosion and flood before
the next rainy season has be-
come uncertain with the post-
ponement of the works on
revetment of the most vulnera-
ble parts of bank of the River
Padma.

Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board (BWDB) took the
project of the Padma River
Bank Revetment at Alupatty,
Fudkipara and Kumarpara of
the city under Phase V ol Ra-
jshahi Town Protection Project
under Border River Protection
Development and Town Protec-
tion Project (9 sub-projects)
dunng the year 1999-2000.

Rajshahi Town Protection
embankment, an earthen-work

“The authorities has nol
shown any reason ol suspend-
ing the work," the contractor,
Kh Mainul Islam said. He has
already completed about 35 per
cent of the work and spent
about Taka 90 lakh, he claimed.
He imported boulde® stones
from India and made cement

‘blocks that have been placed at

different points alongside the
bank of the river.

When contacted, the Chiefl
Engineer, North-Western Zone,
BWDB, Rajshahl said that the
work of the revetment of the
bank of the River Padma had
been postponed at the instruc-
tion from the Ministry of Water
Resources and Flood Control. A
bidder namely Milon Traders of
Naogaon has submitted a com-

The lottery was held in pres-
ence of the four bidders and Kh
Mainul Islam stood the winner.

Accordingly, the Executive
Engineer, Rajshahi O&M Divi-
stion-1 Issued the formal work
order on Janu 6 and Sub-Di-
visional Engineer, Rajshahl
O&M Sub-Division-I Issued the
detalled work order on the same
day.

}:'l have agreed to work on
condition of getting payment of
the bills when the fund will be
avallable as there has been no
fund for the work at present”,
Kh Mainul Islam said, "And |
have already spent a handsome
amount”, he said.

A source in BWDB sald that

an influential minister, re-

cently appointed from greater

Ziaur Rahman.

Another attempt was made
in 1991 lo salvage the project
and WDB completed construc-

tion of 179km embankment,

145km Irrigation canals and 12
bridges and installation of 17
sluice gates, spending Tk 86
crore, :

In 1991-92, a total of Tk 4.52
crore was spent for renovation
and repair of the project.

Later In 1992-93, construc-
tion of two groynes, 540km
riverbank protection work, 574
crossdams and (wo groyne-
spars were completed under
Secondary Town Integrated
ig:éectton Project funded by

However, a 500-metre area of

the flood protection embank-

(Left) Unabated erosion by the River Padma threatens Kumar Para area in Rajshahi city. (Right) Deposited boulder
stones meant for river bank revetment works, which have been suspended recently, lying in Dargah Para area.

structure built about a century
ago alongside the bank of the
River Padma. had been seri-
ously damaged by f{loods in
1998 and 1999 rendering the
whole city at risk of being over-
flooded at any time.

The river, diverting its
course to the Bangladesh side,
has been directly striking the
city causing severe erosions
during last three years. A vast
area has already been devoured
by the river. At some places, as
Alupatty, Fudkipara, Ku-
mmarpara, Dargapara, Bulanpur,

| Talaimari, Dashmari, Shyam-

pur and Shahapur, the river has
approached closer to the city

tion Embankment and is flow-
ing only a lew yards of the bank
on the side of the city.

It is being apprehended that
Lthe River Padma would breach
the Town Protection Embank-
imernt at those points in the next
rainy season and in that case
Lhe whole city and the suburbs
would go under five to 10 feet
deep water within half-an-

. hour. To save Rajshahi city

from such a devastation the
project on Padma River Bank
Revetment was taken on emer-
gency basis by BWDB early this
linancial year. '

The estimated cost of the
work was Taka 2,50,58.621.

Alter all necessary formali-
ties. the work was given to Kh
Mainul Islam of Hossinigonj,
Rajshahi. The work order was

given in the first week of Jan-
uary this year and scheduled to
be completed by May next.

But suddenly on January 29
the work was suspended by the
BWDB authorities.

plaint to the ministry of tam-
pering in scrutinising and eval-
uating the bids and the min-
istry responded to it.
According to the official
sources, a number of six bids
were received. At first the Ten-
der Comumittee A (TC-A) of the
Chiel Engineer, North-Westem

Zone, BWDB, Rajshahi evalu-

ated the qualification and price
of the bids and found all the six
bids 'technically qualified'. TC-
A submitted its evaluation re-
port on December 21,1999 to the
Tender Committee-M (TC-M)
comprising Member (O&M)
BWDB, Dhaka as the chairman,
Member (Finance), BWDB,
Dhaka as a member and Addi-
tional Chiel Engineer, North-
Western Zone, BWDB Rajshahi
as the member-secretary.

After scrutiny and evalua-
tion of the price bids, the TC-M
found five bids 'responsive’ and
another on: submitied by
Milon Traders ‘non-respon-
sive’. TC-M explained, "M/S
Milon Traders has quoted the
amount of Tk 2,38,05,690 only
but the evaluated amount comes
to Tk 2,38.05.610 only which is
more than five per cent below
than the estimated cost and this
stands non-responsive.”

Another bid submitted by Sk
Emdadul Haque Al-Mamun was
also excluded from the lottery
for being "responsive but not
the lowest”. The other four bids
including that of Kh Mainul Is-
lam were found to quote the
same lowest amount of Tk
2.38.05,690 only which is five
per cent below than the esti-
mated cost. So the TC-M se-
lected these four lowest respon-
sive’ bids lor lottery.

profit.

T TS R
BANGLADESH OPEN UNIVERSITY

TENDER NOTICE

Tender No: BOU/E&C /2000/(Civil)-02
L. Sealed tenders are hereby invited by the Project Director, "Further Development of BOU
Project in the 5th five-year plan, Government of Bangladesh from the pre-qualified firms for
construction of BOU Complex, Gazipur. It may be noted here that none should apply against

whom there is any complain and those who have not satisfactory record of completion of
works in the last five years.

February 09, 2000

Tender . Name of the work Estimated cost | T1me for
;1\0 ! s N (in Tk) completion
I 01. | Construction of Residential Building for the | 1,21,93,598.00 09 (nine)
3 | Teachers & Officers of BOU. 1250 sft Flat. months.
02. | Construction of Residential Buildings for the 2,44 ,84,165.00 09 (nine)
| Teachers & Officers of BOU. 1000 sft Flat months.

. A complete set of bidding document for the works may be purchased by interested pre-
qualified bidders from the following addresses on submission of a written application
addressing Project Director/Director (P&D), BOU along with the copies of performance of
last five years, from relevent authority, Bank Sclvency Certificate, Income Tax & VAT
payment certificate and upon payment of a non-refundable cost of Tk 2000/- (Taka two
thousand) only for each set of bidding document during office hours from February 15, 2000

(1)

———

3 Tenders must accompan

to February 24, 2000 from the following offices:
] University Engineer
BOU Complex, Board Bazar

(i1)

(1) | City office, BOU

o

Dhaka Regional Resource Centre Bldg. Afm::ent
{ to Govt Lab School o
Additonal Divisional Commissioner
Room No 303, 2nd floor of 1st 12-storied Govt
Bldg, Sagunbagicha, Dhaka-1000.

during office houis.
10.

reason thereof.
Unive.tsity Engineer
for Project Director

| 7. The works are to be completed within 9(nine) months and the maintenance period for the
I works are 12 (twelve) months. |
8. The BOQ will not be liable for any cost or expenses incurred by bidder in connection of |
preparation of terwcler bids.
g, Interested bidder naay inspect the concerned drawings in the office of the University Engineer

The authority resc:rves the right to accept/reject any or all the tenders without assigning any

Additional
Room No 303, 2nd floor of 1st 12-storied
| Govt Bldg, Sagunbagicha, Dhaka-1000.
y an carnest Money /Bid Security amounting to 2.5% of the quoted
amount or estimated amount which ever is higher in the form of Bank-Draft/Pay Order from
any scheduled Bank of Bangladesh in favour of "Vice Chancellor, BOU, Gazipur.”
Bidders must visit the site before submission of bids.
9. All the pages of the tender document must be si gned by the bidders.
Tenders will be received in the tender boxes kept at the following offices at the following
addresses until 12:00 Noon on February 28, 2000. Bids will be opened on the same day at
_1.2:15 PM thereafter in the presence of bidders /bidders representatives, if any.

Divisional Commissioner

(11)

University Engineer
BOU Complex, Board Bazar
1 Gazipur-1700.

GD-128 II
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Rajshahi region, was playing
behind the screen to manage the
work for his 'favourite’ Milon
Traders. The minister has re-
portedly got agitated when his
'favourite’ Milon Traders failed
to win another BWDB bid for a
work in Naogaon even after
creating a reign of terror, it is
learnt,

“The allegation of Milon
Traders against the tender
committee of tempering in scru-
tinising and evaluating the bids
is a serious allegation and the
ministry has taken it seri-
ously,” the Chief Engineer,
North-Western Zone, BWDB,
Rajshahi said over telephone.
The ministry has ordered sus-
pension of the work and formed
a body to investigate into the
matter. he said.

Sources are apprehending
that the investigation and fina
disposal of the Issue, that is
feared to be more intricated
with passage of time will take
much time. This will make im-
possible to complete work by
Maly. Then the rainy season
will begin and Rajshahi city
with a population of about
seven lakh will have to remain
under threat of going under wa-
ter for another year. This has
been a prime concern of the city
dwellers.

UNB from Kurigram says:
An ambitious flood protection
and irrigation project, taken up
by Water Development Board
(WDB) some 27 years ago, could
not yet be implemented due to
administrative complications.

The Tk 36.54 crore project,
undertaken in 1973, was
scheduled to be completed in
1980-81 fiscal.

The project works included
construction of 183-km em-
bankment and 93 bridges, in-
stallation of 23 regulators and
excavation of 254-km irriga-
tion canals. But, the project
works had been suspended after
the 1975 changeover.

In 1980-81 fiscal, another
scheme, 'Dharala Barrage Pro-

ject' involving Tk 181 crore,

was merged with the project.
After the merger of the two
projects, WDB had set up a 'bar-
rage division' for its rapid im-
plementation. But the project
work was again suspended after
fthe assassination of President

— Star photo

ment near Chhemerkuti was
washed away by floodwaters
last year.

though some works have
been done on the embankment
later, the Dharala Barrage Pro-
ject never saw the light.

Meanwhile, the Barrage Di-
vision has been renamed as
WDB-2.

Our Satkhira Correspondent
says: Erosion by the River Ka-
bodak has taken a serious turn
due to fall in water level in the
river.

During the last two decades
thousands of families have al-
ready become homeless by such
erosion. Seriously alfected ar-
eas are Balia Bazar, Jathua
Bazar, Mela Bazar, Magura and
Rahimpur, all in Tala thana.

This year erosion by the
river has rendered over 500
families homeless. More than
600 bighas of land, roads, trees,
shops, bamboo gardens. and
schools have gone under water.
Erosion is a common phe-
nomenon in these areas, but no
step has been taken so far to
check the erosion.

The homeless people have
taken shelter on roads. Most of
them are passing their days in
misery.

.T—-ﬁ

~writ petition in the Hi
against the move, which was

removed
in Feni

FENI. Feb 14: Chairman of
Amjadhat Union Parisad (No 9)
in Parshuram thana Khorshed
Alam Majumder has been re-
moved on charge of irregulari-
ties, reports UNB.

Officlals sources said 11
members ol the union, out of 12,
passed a no-confidence motion
against the Chalrman in April
1999 for his alleged nepotism,
misappropriation of govern-
ment money and misuse of
power. -

The chairman had filed a
Court

dismissed by the court on De-

- cember 12, 1999,

The Local Government Min-
istry passed the removal order
on January 27, 2000. Khorshed
Alam was elected chalrman In

1998.
Farmers opting

for vegetable

cultivation

NETRAKONA, Feb 14: Farm-
ers in the district are increas-
ingly opting for vegetable culti-
vation as its demand has risen
with the change of urban -
ple's food habit, reports UNB.

Farmers sald the demand for

like cauliflower,

bage, potato, brinjal,
tomato, spinach, bean and
pumpkin has multiplied over
the last few years,

Besides, they said, it takes
less time in harvesting these
winter crops than many other
traditional ones.

A farmer at village Kailati in
Sadar thana said !i'lt planted
tomato in October and started
harvesting just from the next
month. He had sold tomato at
Tk 30 per kg at the beginning of
the season.

A farmer, he said, could
letch up as much as Tk one lakh
[rom an acre of land by culti-

ve%ctab!es
ca

vating "early variety" of
tomalto.
Bangladesh Agriculture Re-

search Institute (BARI) has de-
veloped “early variety" of
tomato-4 and tomato-5, official
sources salid.

Meanwhile, some other veg-
elable seeds, including B
ground-033, BARI cabbage, coal
BARI-SEEM (shiring bean) and
BARI-brinjal, have also gained
popularity among the farmers.

Private tuition
common feature
in Netrakona

‘From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, Feb 14: Pri-
vate tuition offered by teachers
of schools and colleges, both
government and non-govern-
ment, has become a common
feature in the district.

Guardians allege that the
teachers are not sincere enough
in imparting lessons in class-
rooms, forcing the students to
visit their houses for private
coaching in batches.

Teachers of science subjects,
besides English earn handsome
amount of money by doinﬁ pri-
vate tuition, guardians said.

400 hectares under moog

farming in Mymensingh

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Feb 14: A to-
tal of 400 hectares of land have
been brought under moog eulti-
vation in the district during the
current season with a produc-
tion target of 270 metric tons.

Moog, a variety of pulse,
grows in the district abun-
dantly.

According to thana-wise
break-up supplied by local
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment (AED) sources, 20 hectares
have been brought under the
cultivation in Sadar thana with
a production target of 14 mt, 30
hectares in Muktagachha with
a production target of 20 mt, 40
hectares in Phulbaria with a
ﬁruduclion target of 28 mt, 50

ectares in Trishal with a pro-
duction target of 34 mt, 60
hectares in Gafargac.n with a

, among farmers in the

production of 40 mt, 6C hectares
in Nandail with a production of
40 mt. 20 hectares in Gouripur
with a production of 14 mt, 30
hectares in Phulpur with a pro-
duction target of 20 mt, 60
hectares in Ishwarganj with a
roduction target of 40 mt, 5
Eectares in Haluaghat with a
roduction of 3 mt, 60 hectares
in Bhaluka with a production of
40 mt and 5 hectares In
Dubaura with a production tar-

get of 3 mt of the pulse, com-
monly known as moog daal.

Meanwhile, two new vari-
eties of the pulse, known as BI-
NAMOOG-1 and BINAMOOG-2,
developed by Bangladesh Insti-
tute of Nuclear Agriculture
(BINA) have gained popularity
strict.

Bangladesh Power Development Board

- BPDB's Local Tender Notice

ATS HIBT (AT CSIF VOIA
Y G5 AAT™1 BIEl
Sl. | Tender No Name of Materials.
NO.
1. Tender No BPD3's Local Tender Notice No. Pur-249/99/REV /Dt:10.2.2000.
2.  Name of materials Procurement of Steel Pole required for Renovation of Distribution
Line under Distribution Division, Tangail.
Name of Materials:
A) 23 Meter Steel Pole-30 Nos,
B) 15 Meter Steel Pole-100 Nos.
3.  Financing Central O & M (Revenue) Budget 1999-2000.
4.  Qualification of Renowned manufacturers/suppliers.
tender
5.  Bid bond [rrevocable/un-conditional bid bond of equivalent to 2.5% of
quoted amount in the currency of bid in favour of Director,
Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka. \
6.  Place of receipt of Office of the Director, Purchase, PDB, WAPDA Building (9th floor),
tender Motijheel, C/A, Dhaka-1000.
7. Date & time of 8.3.2000 up to 11.00 AM (BST).

receipt of tender
8. Date of opening of

bids

9. Name of office
where tender
document
available

Tender document will neither be sold on the day of opening nor it will received through

Telex/Fax/Post/Courier etc.

Bangladesh Power Develop
without assigning any reason thereof.

Biddut/Jana-1356(4)/99-2000
GD-129

8.3.2000 at 11.30 AM.

From the office of the undersigned on submission of written
application Pay Order/Bank Draft for amoust of Tk. 2000/~ (non-
refundable) in favour of the Director, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka-
1000.

ment Board reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids

Director, Purchase
BPDB, Dhaka

"Work of Shaheed Captain Mansur Ali Auditorium in
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“'W'oker killed in roof collapse

COMILLA. Feb 14: A construction worker was killed and six
others were Injured when the roof of an under-construction
building of Army collapsed at Dakhin Kachhar village in Sadar
thana on Friday, ris UNB,

Witnesses said Shahid, 25, son of late Abdul Ali of the vil-
lage, died on the spot as the roof broke down when he along with
his coworkers was working inside the under-construction
building. The injured were admitied to Comilla Combined Mili-
tary Hospital. was sent to Sadar Hosrttal morgue for
autopsy. A local contractor under the supervision of Army was

constructing the building.

Cﬁa‘pgdian High Commissioner in Dhaka David Preston
visiting a development project of Proshika in Manikganj
district recently. Proshika president Dr Quazi Faruque
Ahmed and senior vice-president Mahbubul Karim are also
seen. — Proshika photo

Boro farming on 1.78 hectares

COMILLA, Feb 14: Some 1.78 lakh hectares of land in 12
thanas will be brought under Boro crop cultivation with an out-
put target of 6.5 | mis, reports UNB.

i:f{ncullurc officials said local and hif,h
paddy will be cultivated on over 1.06 lak
while wheat, potato, mustard seeds, sweet
and other vegetables on 72,000 hectares. To achieve the target,
Agricullure Extension Department is providing training to
farmers while BADC supplying seeds, fertilisers, pesticides and
other agri-lngulﬂ to them. Bangladesh Krishi Bank and other
commercial banks are also providing soft-term loans to the
farmers. But many farmers said the output target of wheat and

other winter vegetables might not be achieved due to water log-
ging on a large track of land.

elding varieties of
hectares of land
potato, chill, pulse

Wheat sanctioned

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 14: Relief and Rehabilitation Depart-
ment here has sanctioned 1726.577 metric tons of wheat to im-
plement 201 projects in 13 thanas. reports UNB.

The projects are being implemented under Post-Flood Rural
Infrastructure Renovation programme of the department.

g}etaertljwhile. B9 per cent works on the projects have been com-
| = .

Training programme

FARIDPUR, Feb 14: A two-day training programme for the
trainers of Biogas Technology under Production and Uses of
Biogas and Organic Fertiliser for Maintaining Environmental
Balance Project concluded here on Monday, reports UNB.

Filty trainers, including assistant engineers and thana en-
gineers of LGED from Faridpur, Meherpur, Madaripur, Shariat-
pur, Kushtia, Gopalganj, Chuadanga and Rafbari districts took
part in the training. Civil Surgenn%r Motiur Rahman fonnalli\;

inaugurated the training programme at the auditorium of RES
at Badarpur on Sunday. %

-----------
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Rajshahi University Vice-Chancellor Prof Sayeedur Rah-
man Khan addressing at a freshers’ reception and farewell
ceremony at the Department of Statistics. = — Star photo

Open sale of non-iodized salt

SHARIATPUR, Feb 14: Non-iodised salt, which is largely
blamed for goitre disease, are openly being sold in different
markets, reports UNB.

A large number of people are suffering from various diseases
like goitre, deainess, dumbness, physical handicap and men-
tally retardation caused by iodine-deficiency. A section af un-
scrupulous traders, delying the government ban on sale and
storing of non-iodised salt. are selling non-iodised and adulter-
ated sall, giving a rise to the diseases. As non-iodised salt is

.cheaper than the ifodised one, rural poor prefer the non-iodised
sait. Allegatons are also there that non-iodised salt is being
sold in some markets under cover of iodised one.

Traffic disrupted

FENI. Feb 14: Accomplices of an alleged gang leader blocked
Feni-Parshuram road Sunday evening in protest against his ar-
rest, disrupting traffic on it for several hours, reports UNB.

Acting on a tip-off, police raided the house of former chair-
man Majid Mia of Kazirbagh Union Parishad in Sadar thana
and arrested his son Ziauddin Dalim, who was sentenced to five

years in jail in a dacoity case. Sensing the arrival of
Dalim and his associates blasted crackers and fired

lice,
gunshots at

the law enforcers. Police, however, arrested Dalim. After Dal-
im's arrest. his accomplices put up barricade on the road and

dam
specilic cases against D

s and buses. There were seven more
im, police said.

ed six passing tem

777 tubewells inoperative
KISHOREGANJ. Feb 14: Some 777 tube-wells in 13 thanas

went out of order creating an acute crisis of pure drinking water
in the areas, reports UNB. 3

Official sources said 777 tube-wells, including Tara deep-set

ones, out of 26,989 tubewells remained inoperative for long.

Thana-wise breakup of the inopera

tive tube-wells are: 100 ea

in Sadar and Karimganj thanas, 88 each in Tarail and Hos-
sainpur, 83 in Katiadi, 64 In Bajitpur, 63 in Nikli, 62 in

Bhairab, 39 in Kuliarchar, 87 in Aus

tagram, 42 in Matamain

and 11 in Pakundia. A PHED official said there were 45 me-
chanics here which was too inadequate to repair and maintain
such a large number of tubewells.

ujib Sarak area of Sirajganj town progressing fast.

— Star photo




