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MADRID, Feb

12 (Reu
Inernet); [ S

Raynluk Vallecano's
oalkeeper Kase
Keller has HSeen invited to g
White House dinner with the
king and queen of Spain, Marca
reported on Saturday.

Keller, in exccgllonal form

for the Madrid club since sign.
ing from Lelcester City in th

Spanish royals at din
February 23. R

“This is a at |
me," Keller wagsrequo?&nggrsiur_
ing by Marca. "To tell the trutg:
at first I thought it was a joke

but now I realise it's not I'm
very happy.

IUs not every day you get the

chance to have din
White House IR G

Keller has been given per-
mission by the clubgtiu attie)nd
the function, which ;¢ conve-
niently taking place un a free
Wednesday for Rayo, ninth In
the Spanish first division.

WC 2006
CAF undecided
about support

LAGOS, Feb 13 (Reuters/
Internet): The Confederation of
African Football (CAF) will
support one of Africa's two bids
for the 2006 World Cup finals
after FIFA inspection visits to
Morocco and South Africa.

CAF eneral-secretary
Mustapha Fahmy said on Sat-
urday that his organisation
would make its decision after
studying the inspection reports,
but would not tell the other
candidate to withdraw.

CAF has consistently
promised to pronounce them-
selves in favour of o1 of the
two African bids -- tl.c others
are Brazil, England and Ger-
many -- but has delayed an an-
nouncement despite pressure
from both Morocco and South
Africa.

“We don't understand why
everyone wants us to proclaim
in favour of one of the two can-
didates when no one is making
a fuss about their being two Eu-
ropean countries bidding for
2006," Fahmy said.

"But maybe, and | underline
the word maybe, it's important
for us to make a stand and we'll
wait to study the reports from
the inspection trips before tak-
ing a decision.

"Even then, we could never
tell a soverign country to with-
draw from the race. We have
asked both countries before to

stand down in favour of the
other but if they both want to
continue, that's their right.

Both Morocco and South
Africa «. = due Lo recei e lnspec-
tion vists [rom FIFA next
month but any endorsement
from CAF wruld not be forth-

the
close season, will join the

comimng until June, when
their executive committee next
meets.

That would be less than a
month before the FIFA execu-
tive committee votes to decide
the destiny of the 2006 World
Cup in Zurich on July 6.

Last month, CAF president
Issa Hayatou admitted he was
in a quandary over the need for
the African soccer authority to
endorse one of the candidates.

"But what must 1 do?” he
asked a media conference in
Accra before the start of the
African Nations Cup [inals.

“You tell me, maybe you've got
the solution.”

Fish ends
mternational
career

ACCRA, Feb 13: Mark Fish
announced his retirement from
international football on Sat-
urday, citing distaste for the
South African federation as the
reason for his decision, reports
Reuters.

The 25-year-old defender.
who plays for Bolton in the En-
glish first division and has 58
caps, told Reuters: "l don't like
the way the federation treat the
coaching staff, or run football
in South Africa.

"The Pen le that run South
African football should not be
there.” Fish said he had asked
coach Trott Moloto not to play
him in the African Nations Cup
third-place play-off against
Tunisia, won 2-1 by South
Africa, as he had an injured toe.

That means that Thursday's
2-0 semifinal defeat by Nigeria
was his last game for the
Bafana Bafana.

Fish said the decision to quit
was a difficult one,

"All the European-based
players love playing for our
country, but a footballer's ca-
reer is a short one.

“In the end we all have to
look after ourselves first.”

Fish said the time he had
spent apart from his family had
been ‘a nightmare.’

"l am a professional and can
adapl to the change in climate
for African football, but 1 spend
a lot of time away from my wife
and litde one,” he added.

As for Thursday's defeat he
said: "You can’'t concede a goal
after 40 seconds to that class of
opposition and expect to get
away with it, but we have never
had to qualify for this tourna-
ment before and that was a ma-
jor achievement.”

"l sat down man-to-man

with Trolt Moloto, and told him

| feel it is in my best interest to

just worry about my club ca- .

reer.”

“Making this announcement
now means | won't play in
South Africa's July tour,” he
said. “If I don't have an off-sea-
son Lthis summer, | won't have
had a rest for three years.”

Fish sald he hoped to be fit
for Bolton's FA Cup quarter-fi-

nal against Charlton Athletic
next weekend.
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UNDATED, Feb

second in the Serie A. Real
Madrid scraped through in the
Primera Liga, Olympique Mar-
seille were shown the door in
the French Cup. while in the

Bundesliga, Bayern Munich
recorded a comfortable win dur-

Ing Saturday's action in Europe.
SERIE A

ROME: AC Milan moved sec-
ongl after surviving a Bologna

13
(Reuters/AP): AC Milan went

Struggling Verona plcked up
o uselul point with a 1-1 draw at

Bari.

New signing Domenico Mor-

erona the lead in the
minute but

feo gave
39th

later.

PRIMERA LIGA

MADRID: Argentine forward

Rolando Zarate saved the day
once again for Real Madrid by
scoring a 75th-minute goal in a

Rachid
Neqrouz equalised five minutes

\l Sport
European football

the team's '1-0 victory over
lowly Merida in the Copa del
Rey quarterfinal first leg.

~ Elsewhere Saturday, Val-
ladolid held Valencia to a 0-0
draw at home. Valencia stay
with 33 points and Valladolid
with 28,

In Bilbao, Diego Tristan had
moments of glory and others of
misery. He scored first to put
Mallorca ahead in the 23rd
minute but then equalised for

Paolo Sergio (R), Bayern Munich's Brazilian forward, celebrates his strike against
Unterhaching with compatriot Giovane Elber during a Bundesliga encounter at Unter-

haching on February 12.

comeback to win 3-2.

The Italian champions were
three goals up alter 57 minutes
at Bologna but the home side
made them sweat after scoring
twice in two minutes.

Milan fielded an attacking
line-up and quickly took charge
ol the game with Bologna goal-
Keeper Gianluca Pagliuca forced
into an excellent save to keep
out a looping shot from Andriy
Shevchenko in the 24th
minute.

Ivan Gattuso gave Milan the
lead eight minutes later when
Bologna's Kennet Andersson
headed out a Zvonimir Boban
corner and Gattuso volleyed
home from the edge of the
penalty area.

Pagliuca made another out-

standing save just before the
break as he tipped over a de-

flected shot from Milan's
Brazilian winger Serginho.
Milan added a second just

three minutes after the restart
when the busy Gattuso found

Shevchenko al the far post and
the Ukrainian headed in his
16th league goal of the season.

The game looked to be over
in the 57th minute when Pagli-
uca cpuld only parry out a
Shevchenko shot and Oliver
Bierhoff pounced to poke the
bal home.

But within a minute Klas In-
gesson latched on to a delightful
back-heel from Beppe Signori
and slipped the ball past the ad-
vancing Christian Abbiati.

Straight from the restart
Bologna were back in the game
when Gilancarlo Maracchi
found Eriberto and the un-
marked Brazilian saw his shot
sneak under Abbiati.

Despite some intense pres-
sure from Bologna in the latter
stages. Milan hung on for a win
which left them a point behind
leaders Lazio who play Parma
today.

dismal 1-O0 home victory over
modest Malaga that shifted the
side up several rungs to No 4 in
the Spanish First Division.
Madrid now have 36 points,
seven less than leader De-

portivo de La Coruna who play
their 24th-round game Sunday
against Numancia. Zarag. za, at
No 2 with 39 points, lace Rayo
Vallecano and No 3 Barcelona,
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— Internet photo

cpqnnent Athletic de Bilbao by
detlecting the ball into lus own
net-in a fumbled clearance in
the 66th minute.

The match ended in a 1-1 tie
leaving Bilbao with 36 points, a
place below Real Madrid on goal
dilference. Mallorca stay mid-
table with 33.

FRENCH CUP

PARIS: Olympique Marseille
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Real Madrid captain Manuel Sanchis (R) tackling Jose
Maria Movilla of Malaga during their Primera Liga

mater at Madrd on Februaryr12.

with 38, meet Betis also Sun-
day.

Madrid, who played woefully
Saturday, could, however, lose
the No 4 post if Celta, who have
35 points, win their games Sun-
day against Real Sociedad.

[t was the second time in less
than a week that the Argentine
baled Madrid out. On Wednes-
day, he scored the only goal in

— AFP photo

crashed out of the French Cup 4-
3 at home to Second Division
Gueugnon losing their last
chance of European competi-
tion next season.

"I'm not at all happy with my
players tonight. We were expect-
ing a lot from the Cup to
brighten our season,” said
coach Bernard Casoni.

Two goals in the opening 25

African Nations' Cup

SO
ay

ACCRA., Feb 13:
South Africa
= - clinched third

place in the
African Nations'
" Cup on Saturday,

beating Tunisia 4 3 in a
thrilling penalty shoowut after
the North Africans had scored
an injury-time equaliser to se-
cure a 2-2 draw in regulation
time, reports AP.

Both sides scored three out of
their first five penalties. push-
ing the contest Into sudden
death.

Ali Zitouni, who twice
equalised for Tunisia in regula-
tion time, saw his penalty saved
by Andre Arendse, leaving Alex
Bapela to clinch the match for
Bafana Bafana.

Shaun Bartlett, the top
scorer at the African Nations'
Cup, struck his fifth goal of the
event to give South Africa an
1 1th-minute lead.

Tunisia struck back in the
28th minute when Arendse
made a hash of a Plerre Issa
back pass, leaving Zitouni to
knock the ball into an emptly
net.

Second-half
Siyabonga Novmete scored a
fine solo goal to put South
Africa back ahead on the hour.

Novimele collected the ball

Scandinavian
fight!

COPENHAGEN, Feb 13: Eight
were arrested In clashes be-
tween Swedish and Danish soc-
cer lollowers in Copenhagen on
Saturday, reports Reuters.

Trouble flared as two groups
of Swedish spectators arrived
for a friendly between FC
Copenhagen and IFK Gothen-
burg. There was renewed fight-
ing after the game, won 2-0 by
the Danish aiﬁc.

One group of Swedes sup-
ported IFK Gothenburg: while
the other from rivals l’gclslng—
borg joined FC Copenhagen

fans to battle thelr own coun-
Lrymen.
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substitute

uth Africa finish third

on the edge of the penalty area
and skipped past two defenders
before thrasEing the ball past
Tunisian goalkeeper Chokri El
Ouaer.

The North Africans threw
away a golden chance 1o
equalise when Arendse saved
Khaled Badra's weak 80th-
minute penalty.

South Africa, who beat
Tunisia 2-0 in the final of the
1996 African Cup, are riding
their luck, seeing a Tarek Tha-
bet header hit a post amid in-
tense pressure.

But Tunisia got a slice of
luck in injury time when
Arendse, chasing a harmless
cross, slipped on the bumpy

itch, allowed Zitouni to head

is second goal.

With both sides struggling to

shake off the disappointment of

a2 semifinal defeat, the match

was played in the normal low-
key manner of third-placed
matches, and less than 3,000
spectators turned out al the Ac-
cra Sports Stadium,

Co-host Nigeria meets
Cameroon in Sunday's final.
LINEUPS
SOUTH AFRICA: Andre

Arendse, Lucas Radebe, Mark
Fish. Pierre Issa: Frank Shoe-
man, Alex Bapela, Pollen
Ndhlanya (Siyabonga Novmete,
51st), Eric Tinkler, Isaac Shai,
Thabo Mngomeni (John
Moshoeu, 21st), Shaun Bartlett.

TUNISIA: Chokri El Ouaer,
Raouf Bouzayane, Khaled
Badra, Tarek Thabet, Walid
Azalez (Imed Mehdhebi, 60th);
Sirajeddine Chihi, Hassene
Gabsi, Radhi Jaidi, Meher Kan-
zari (Zoubeir Baya, 73rd); Adel
Sellimi (Zied Jaziri, 69th), All
Zitouni.
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African Nation's Cup leading scorer

Bartlett (L) of South Africa being marked by Tunisian
defender Mounir Boukadia during their third place

-~ Internet photo
r

decider at Accra on February 12,

scene

minutes from veteran Sene-
galese striker Amara Traora
paved the way for Gueugnon's
second round victory,

“To score two goals from the
sltart was the Ideal sc=narlo.
Maybe in the end Gu ugnon
were simply too
seille," Traore sald.

Marsellle, who are having a

disastrous season, were already
out of the League Cup and they
are closer in the standings to
the relegation zone thdn a Eu-
ropean qualifyin%l place.

They are at home to their
biggest rivals Paris St (l}crmaln,
2-0 winners at Fifth Division
Beaume-les-Dames, in the First
Division on Tuesday.

‘I'm angry and a bit discour-
agc:d. We must react, against
PSG," Casonl sald., '

Marsellle can take some
heart from their fightback in
the final half hour when they
were four goals down.

Former PSG striker Florian
Maurice, making his first ap-
pearance for more than a
month after 1nLury. and Cyrille
Pouge pulled back two quick
goals, Defender Yannick Fis-
cher added a third from: a corner
in Injury time. '

But Casoni sald: "Success
oes to those who are more

aring. It's not 20 minutes from
.the end of the match that we
should wake up."

Marseille were one of three
First Division sides eliminated
in the second round.

St Etienne, who have won
the trophy six times, lost at
home to second division Lorien
4-3 on penalties following a 0-0
draw on Friday. e |

Le Havre went down 1-0
away to third division Red Star
who have won the trophy five
times — four in the 1920s.

Metz survived a scare at
fourth division St Quentin,
snatching an equaliser in the
dying seconds of injury time be-
fore winning 3-1 after extra
time.

Olympique Lyon, who have
won the French Cup three
times, beat Troyes 1-0 at home
in the only all First Division tie
of the second round.

France winger
Vairelles scored the only goal in
the 22nd minute, volleying
home a cross from the right by
defender David Linares.

First Division ledders
Monaco won 2-1 away to ‘Third
Division Thouars while defend-
ing league champions
Girondins Bordeaux crushed
Fourth Division Porto-Vecchio
4-1 in Corsica with two goals
from substitute Christophe
Dug A

Holders Nantes routed Sixth
Division amateurs Montceau-
les-Mines 6-0.

BUNDESLIGA

MUNICH: League-leading
Bayern Munich became the first
team in more than two years to
beat Unterhaching at home,
snapping their tiny neighbour's
unbeaten ‘home streak at 25
matches with a 2-0 victory.
Paulo Sergio and Mehmet
Scholl scored for the winners.

No 2 Leverkusen — three
points behind Munich — edged
VIB Stuttgart 1-0 on Paulo
Rink's 72-minute goal. Borussia
Dortmund were held to a 1-1
draw by SSV Ulm at home as
new coach Bernd Krauss was
booed after just two weeks on
the job. Other scores Saturday:
Hansa Rostock 1, Vfl1 Wolfsburg
1; MSV Duisburg 2, Eintracht
Frankfurt 3.

SCOTTISH

PREMIERSHIP

DUNDEE: Celtic moved to
within seven points of leaders
Rangers with a 3-0 victory at
Dundee. In other Scottish Pre-
mier League results, Motherwell
won 2-0 at Kilmarnock. St
Johnstone's match with Hiber-
nian was called off at halftime
because of snow with the gam
tied 0-0, :

1,000 Bundes_b"gfa

appearances
for Rehhagel

BERLIN, Feb 13 (Reuters/
Internet): Kaiserslautern coach
Otto Rehhagel, who made
history this weekend with his
1,000th Bundesliga match, said
he had enjoyed every bit of his

"Tony

prolific career and had no plans

to retire.

"Everything was great, not
only the happy times,” Re-
hhagel said after his men's 2-1
victory over Arminia Bielefeld
on

Friday earned him a line in
the record books.

“I want to be around for as
long a possible,” the 61-year-old
Rehhagel, whose 1,000 appear-
ances include his matches both
as player and coach, told Ger-
man television.

‘I want to kee workin% with
young people,” added Rehhagel.
who is proud not to have a sin-
gle l%rey hair.

ehhagel played 201 Bun-
desliga matches for Hertha
Berlin and Kaiserslautern from
1963 to 1972 but his best mo-
ments came as a trainer.

He lifted Werder Bremen
from nowhere to the top of Eu-
ropean soccer, helping them to
two German titles and victory
in the 1992 Cup Winners' Cup.

After a frustrating spell with
Bayern Munich, he re-joined
Kaiserslautern, making them
the first club to win the Bun-
desliga title straight after being
promoted to the first division,
in 1998.

“That was really great,” he
said. "It had never been done be-
fore.” ;

There are other things he
must be less happy about. He
was the Borussia Dortmund
coach when they suflered the
worst defeat in Bundesliga his-
tory, a 12-0 thrashing by
Borussia Moenchengladbach in
1978.

Among those to congratulate
Rehhagel after Friday's match
was Kaiserslautern chairman
Juergen Friedrich, who played

alongside him.

"He was always reliable as a
player and he stayed that way
as a coach," Friedrich said. "He
is a flawless sportsman.”

ood for Mar-
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MU brought down to eart

LONDON, Feb 13:

creasingly rattled as the match
England captain

wore on. Former Newcastle

Lt ¥

J .'-i.-l" |

Alan Shearer
scored twice as
champlons Man-
chester
were destroyed 3-0

"by Newcastle on Saturday (o

halve their lead at the top of the
Premier League to three points,
reports Reuters.

United, who had captain
Keane sent off in the secon
half, top the table with 53
points from 24 matches.

Leeds United, in second

lace, made the most of the
eaders' slip-up, beating Tot-
tenham Hotspur 1-0 in a high-
tempo encounter at Elland
Road.

A moment of brilliance from
Australian striker Harry
Kewell midway through the
first half settled matters in a
malch which deteriorated into
an {ll-tempered affair.

Leeds, on 50 points from 24
maltches, play host to Manch-
ester United next weekend.
Third-placed Arsenal host
fourth-placed Liverpool today.
Both teams are on 44 points.

At St Jame's Park, Duncan
Ferguson's spectacular 26th
minute volley sent Newcastle
on the way to victory against a
United side which never recov-
ered from Keane's sending-off
for two yellow cards just after
the hour.

Shearer made it 2-0 with a
curled shot in the 76th minute
and slotted in the third four
minutes from time.

United's players looked in-

Pl

United

striker Andy Cole and defender
Jaap Stam were booked for dis-
sent and Paul Scholes went in
the book for a foul.

“There was a lot of bad deci-
u:?nauagalnalt us and in these
situations players are plavin
for big prizes, yUnltcd m?ang %
Alex Ferguson sald afterwards,

‘But dissent is never accept-
able.... the players know that.

The (sending off) made it
very difficult for us, We had to
ry and rescue.... we had to t

and get back In. But it did putrz '

strain on us.”

Newcastle's Shearer and
Ferguson have now scored 16
goals between them in 10
matches and Shearer said: "To-
day was a great result for us. It
was all down to work ... we har-
ried and hassled a lot and
Un{tcd didn't like that,

Duncan's goal was fantas-
tc. He Is a tremendous player
and has taken a lot of the
weight off my shoulders. I am
sure we will score a lot more
goals together,”

Relegation battlers Bradford
City blew a golden chance of get-

ng three points when they let a
4-2 lead slip ‘o lose 5-4 ai West
Ham,

Bradford snatched the lead
through Dean Windass on the
half hour, but the hosts levelled
five minutes later when Trevor
Sinclair lashed homé an un-
sto Eable shot.

e Hammers took the lead

{;lst before halftime when Paolo

I Canio took a free-kick near
the corner flag, found John

o

£r

ew

castle United ace Alan Shearer shoots past Manchester United's Dutch
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Moncur 30 mefres out and he
slammed the ball past "keeper

Alden Davison. Moncy - Llurned

villain seconds later when he

brought Dean Saunders down in

the box and Peter Beagrie made
it 2-2 from the spot.

The second saw Brad-

ford pull ahead early on with a

lwo goals from Jamie Lawrence
but Di Canio netted a penalty to

ull one back for 4-3. Young

ngland hopeful Joe Cole
scored his first league goal for
4-4 and Frank Lampard hit the
Hammers' winner seven min-
utes from time.

“That's what it {s all about "
West Ham manager Harry Red-
tl;nlz])p anu}fd& “The fans cer-

y got their money's worth
today.'so 5

Fifth-placed Chelsea came
from behind to beat Wimbledon
3-1 at Stamford Bridge, extend-
ing their unbeaten run to 11
Eamca. Goals from Gustavo

oyet, George Weah and Jody
Morris cancelled out debutant
Norwegian striker Andreas
Lund's opener.

Coventry almost let Sunder-
land back Into their match af-
ter winning 3-0 after 18 min-
utes, before they sealed victory
3-2, and Glenn Hoddle's
Southampton beat Sheffield
Wednesday 1-0 away.

Stan Collymore made his
debut for Leicester as they drew
1-1 with bottom-of-the-league
Watford and Everton moved up
Lo seventh with a 1-0 win over
Derby.

Al the bottom Watford have
15 points, Wednesday 17, and
Bradlord and Derby 24,
B  WT L
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Jaap Stam during their Premiership clash at St. James Park on February 12

— Internet photo

Ugly side of Premie

over his decision. At Elland
Road the Leeds and Tottenham
players spent much of the
either with ref-
allacher or with

LONDON, Feb 13:
Dissent, ill-tem-
pered clashes and
bookings littered
the top matches in
the English Pre-
mier League on
Salurday as tension began to
tell on the title challengers, re-
ports Reuters.

Manchester United's 3-0 de-
feat at Newcastle saw the cham-
pians finish the match with 10
men and four others went in the
referee’'s book while Leeds Unit-
ed's 1-0 victory over Tottenham
was peppered with eight yellow
cards.

More money and higher
stakes have left referees strug-
gling to keep control as players

all too often run amok on the .

biggest stages.

Manchester United had
skipper Roy Keane sent off for
two yellow cards and Andy
Cole, Paul Scholes and Jaap
Stam all went in referee
Stephen Lodge's book. They
were joined by Newcastle's Alan
Shearer, the England captain.

Second-placed Leeds also
had three players booked in
their Elland Road match which,
al times, degenerated into a
brawl.

At Newcastle, Manchester
United's players were con-
stantly berating referee Lodge

match arguin
eree Dermot

each other.
A high tackle by Leeds'
Bowyer on Stephen Clemence

sll)ar ed anarch
playe

other and it was nothing short

of miraculous that nobody was

sent off.
Despite the scenes, the man-

agers of Leeds and Manchester

United were not ready to con-
demn their players.

“There was a lot of bad deci-

sions against us and in these

situations players are playing
Manchester

for big prizes,”
United manager Alex Ferguson
said after seeing his side's lead
at the top cut to three points.
"Alan Shearer heckled the

referee during the whole game ...

he argued every decision." he
added in mitigation. Shearer's
booking came for dissent.

But Ferguson had no excuse
for the way striker Cole over-
reacted to Keane's dismissal or

Stam responded to a su uent
refereeing decision.

“Dissent is never acceptable
... the players know that,” he
said. Ferguson dressed down his
team after a number of players,
led by Keane, surroun ref-

as both sets of
rs grappled with each

rship

eree Andy D'Urso when he

awarded a penalty to Middles-

brough in a premier league
e on January 30

- At Elland Road, for much of

the match it was a return to the
1970s when Leeds were feared
throughout England as a tough.
uncompromising and often in-
timidating outfit.

Back then it was players like
Billy Bremner, Norman Hunter
and Johnny Giles who sur-
rounded the referee to remon-
strate over decisions.

On Saturday Lee Bowyer,
Alan Smith, Harry Kewell and
lan Harte were never far from
the thick of it in a bad-*empered
affair.

"We didn't cause any inci-
dents,” Leeds boss O'Leary was
quick to claim. "I'll let the great

discuss the incidents....

“I can't hw:l?l it if people keep
falling down they mustn't have
the right studs on because the
ﬁame is a physical game and I

aven't got a dirty team, I've got
a footballing side.

"It was a battle. But I'll leave
the experts to decide who should
have got sent off.”

Manchester United visit tra-

ditional enemies Leeds next
Sunday in what is sure to be a
full-blooded affair.

Those of a weak disposition
would do well to stay away.
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Brazil, FIFA boss' choice

ASUNCI N,
Para%uay. Feb 13:
England on
Saturday said it
was the most
rcadjy. Germany
said It was the
best organised. South Africa
and Morocco said they were the
most worthy to host the 2006
World Cup, reports Reuters.

But It was Brazil that foot-
ball's top man, FIPA President
Sepp Blatter, said most deserved
to stage the soccer ex-
travaganza.

"I'm talking of a federation
that has been the best in FIFA

'South American

for the last four years which

means it's well organised and of
course deserves to stage the

2006 World Cup," Blatter told
football leaders and World Cup
bid promoters gathered in
Asuncion, Paraguay for the
ootball Con-
federation’s annual meeting.
aj::‘irm talking about B i e
said.

The five nations competin
to host the 2006 World & -E

Brazil, England, Germany, Mo-
rocco and South Africa — will
learn who wins on July 6 after
FIFA's 24-man executive com-
mittee meets in Zurich.

Until then, the nations’
promoters are travelling the
globe, trying to score the biggest
tournament in the game.

Blatter defended the idea of
rotating the tournaments in all
continents.

“We can't stop tournaments,
for example, ng place in La
Paz (Bolivia), where people J)lay
football from 10 years old ...
football is for everyone, even

those living In extreme condi-
tions." said Blatter of Switzer-
land.

English soccer legend Bobb
Charlton said nations in Sou
America deserved to organise
the 2006 World Cup just as
much as those in
Oceania, But he said the nation
best prepared for the task was
England.

e problem is whether any

“of them are ready,” Charlton,
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“moter told Reuters on the side-

lines of the meeting. “We are
fully ready.” he added, slipping
in Ju: catch phrase England has
dreamed up for its candidacy —
"We Are Ready.”

Charlton, a hero of Eng-
land's 1996 World Cup win, said
England had real soccer stadi-
ums instead of athletics stadi-
ums. He said the nation had a
Premier League that was the
of the world and a devo-

Brazil, the CSF's senior
promoted itself as the
"Fantastic Land of Football”
and said South America  de-
served to hogt a World Cup after
a 28-year hiatus. The last one
took place in Argentina in
1978.

promoters for Morocco and
South Africa said it was time
for Africa to host the World Cup
— something it has never done.

Germany pointed to its in-

frastructure and its abilities to
organise the complex eveut,
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