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Meter reading & bill collection in Khulna

2 pvt firms lose rights as

KHULNA. Feb 13: All func-

From Quazi Amanullah

clal irregularities in revenue

their bid falls flat

Later. this problem was

Crackdown on illegal immigrants

e

Bangladeshis detained
in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 13:
Malaysia has detained 295
people in intensified measures
(o seek out illegal immigrants
following violent clashes be-

mile by 31 mile) zone located 30
km (20 miles) south of Kuala
Lumpur and promoted by the
government as a magnet for
world-class technology com-

lons l"tlﬂ[ll Lo meter l"tﬂdll’lg (‘Dllﬂ‘Cﬂﬂn and ViD'lﬂlan 'Df lhl‘: ﬁﬂl\'(‘[l il “:L"r l]ﬂ)’“lg a lﬂl'g{' lween rnrei ?n workers last pan]ca

and bill collection have been (erms and conditions of the amount ol money as toll to a weekend, media reports said to- The high-tech zone is adja-
PDB from b{wn private firms  diling the accounts, sald a high ing to both factions ol t_\h: rul- Mostly Indonesians and Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
"Messrs Consortium oflicial of PDB Khulna office.* ing party, said a top official of Bangladeshis, they were de- hamad's official residence. his

of
Bangladesh E:rlglﬂcrt':rm[lL &
Technological Services Ltd
}%E;JT? and Techno Index Ltd

The acton was taken follow-

The source further said PDB
has incurred a net loss of nearly
Tk 15 crore in Khulna circle
during last one year as oflicials
and employees connected with

the BETS. '
Another official of the TIL
alleged that a section ol corrupt
oflicials of all the four division
ollices under Khulna circle had

talned yesterday at locations
around (he capital Kuala
Lumpur in this year's biggest
sweep against illegal fmmi-
grants.

office and other govern
buildings. e

Ofﬁci%lg s;iald on Saturday
nearly e immigrants
had been dct.ah%gjd in a seven-

ing 'total fallure' of the two . : to be paid a fixed amount as On Friday, five Sri Lankans

"’a%f firms in reducing Pﬂg UI]J?L} ti}vc?i {Jrl::i::hﬂggsr;ﬁizre bribe every month to get rid o and a Malaysian in northern l(}:mt;r sweep of the are> around
svstem loss and Increasing rev- lﬂaryc? nllcucdl for massive unnecessary harassment in the Penang state were detained on yfgg::z?.mcdi Pt
enue income through realisa- mrgu ton gLty work relating to billing and me- suspicion of forging local iden- a reports have

tion of current and all out-
standing bills, said an official
source at PDB Khulna zone.

B and TIL took up the job
in March last year through ten-

ler reading.

Denying this charge, a top

Lity cards and passports, while
three Thails without documents

were seized on a train bound for

sald that some 6,000 Indone-
slans had se. up colonies near
Cyberjaya, many illegal.

der in the face of stiflf opposi- AR o T i Y. Official figures show som
The system loss has in- 0 00 omoiote of the four di- official of the local PDB office Kuala Lumpur from the north- 260060 foret ers were work.
creased by at least 30 per cent lalon offices tinder Khuina directl_y brought allegation of eastern state of Kelantan. ing legallv {n si

given full responsibility im-
prove the situation by removing
all loopholes concerning meter
reading and biil collection from
areas under Division 1, 2, 3 and
4 of Khulna circle of PDB, the
source [urther sald.

BETS and TIL will be
awarded punishment if finan-

Being the lowest bidders.
roprietors of the two privale
Flrm:s. one owned by an MP ol
Awami League elected from Jes-
sore district, had to work under
police guard for about two
months to avold extortionists
and ruling party goons.

firms by manning with non-
lechnical and unskilled hands.

Instead of ensuring better
services to the consumers, offi-
cials and employees of BETS
and TIL  embezzled huge
amount ol money collected
against bills, the PDB official
alleged.

BNP activists torched a bus at Kakrail crossing yesterday after their procession was

attacked, allegedly by government supporters.

m——

Six killed, 25 hurt
in road accidents

Six people were killed and 25
others injured in se te road
accidents in Munshiga J Ra-
jshahi and Narayangan] yes-
lerday, reports UNB.

Four of the victims were
identified as Sirajul Islam, 60,
Sarwar Jahan Ujjal. 25, and his
nephew Omar, 22, of Rajshahi
and Lipl, one-and-a-hall years
old daughter of Alauddin of
Fatulla at Narayangan).

Sirajul Islam along with two
other unidentified persons died
on the spot and 25 others were
injured when a Mawa-bound
bus from Dhaka plunged into
ditch as the driver lost control
over the steering at 11 am.

Local people rescued the in-
jured people. They were sent to
dilferent hospitals in Dhaka
and Munshiganj. STIL

They apprehend more deaths
when the bus is salvaged from
the ditch.

The bus driver managed to
escape. A case was [lled with
Siraj Dikhan thana.

Sarwar Jahan Ujjal and his
nephew Omar died as their mo-

.over him (o

tor bike was run over b{j a

speeding bus on Rajshahi-Na-

tore road at Katakhali Dewan-
at 7:15 am.

Police seized the bus and
filed a case.

Lipi. daugnter of Alauddin of
Delpara was run over by a
speeding truck while she was
p\);ﬁng on the roadside at Jel-
ara in Fatulla on Dhaka-
arayanganj link road.

Local people caught the truck
driver Mollah, 38, and handed
police. A case was
filed with Fatulla police.

Ctg port TUs
boycott talks
on terminal
management

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 13: Lead-
ers ol Lhe trade union bodies al
Chittagong port boycotted today

Muggers kill
British citizen
1N Clty
By Staff Correspondernit

A Bangladesh born Britlish
citizen was killed by muggers
yesterday afternoon.

The dead was identified as
Abdul Mannal, 35, son of late
Abdul Razzak of village Goal-
gaon under Sylhet sadar thana.
police said quoting relatives.

Mannal came under allack
by a gang of muggers when he
was returning to Fakirerpool
aller meeting his relatives atl
Sadarghat in the city.

The gang intercepted Mannal
in iront of the Balda Garden at

about 1:30 pm and asked him to
hand over his valuables. As he

se S » gang hurled -
refused to do so, the gang ' make [ree from faults and eas-

home-made bomb at him. He
was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition where he died

at aboul 3:00 pm.
The Incident toock place on

broad day-light when the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police was
carrving out a special drive
against miscreants in the city.
A case was filed with Sutra-
ur thana in this connection
Eul police could not arrest any
one of the muggers.

Fresh voters’ list|

by Oct this year

Acting Chief Election Com-
missioner Mustaque Ahmed
Chowdhury has :.muﬁhl coopera-
tion of all concerned, including

| political leaders, for preparing

resh voters' list, reports UNB.

He said the process ol
preparing new voters' list at a
cosl of about Tk 69 crore will
start from next month to enable
all the genuine voters to exer-
cise their [ranchise.

Talking to leaders of Awami
League and JSD in separate
meetings at the Election Com-
mission yesterday, Chowdhury
expressed the hope that the
work on the voters' list will be
completed by October.

A computerised database list
ol volers with necessary infor-
mation is being prepared lo

Sumon murder

['m not involved,
says Shahid

By Staff Correspondent

Saidur Rahman Shahid de-
nicd any involvement in the
kKilling of Ahmed Hossain

ily renewable.

Acting CEC said all the elec-
lions and bye-elections, until
the [resh list is published, will
be held under the existing list.

Awami League leaders as-
sured the Acting CEC of allout
cooperation in preparing the
volers' list.

JSD chairman ASM Abdur
Rab urged him to take steps for

giving identity card to all the
voters. Awami League joinl sec-
retary Shamsur Rahman Khan
led the party delegation while
the JSD by ASM Abdur Rab.
Election Commissioner

Abidur Rahman and Secretary
Commission Ab-

of Electlion
dulla Harun Pasha and other
officials were present at the
meeLing,

Y ouths celebrate
Pahela Falgoon

By DU Correspondent

Thousands of youths in tra-
ditional
enjoy the Ekushe

month of youth.
Many arrived early

dress pgathered at
Dhaka University yesterday tao

1 Book Fair
and the first day of Falgoon, the

to sing

PM opens Cub

Camporee

GAZIPUR, Feb 13: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina an-
nounced today the' National
Scout Training Centre at
Mouchak would be developed
into an international level Ad-
venture Centre so other youth
organisations could utilise it
lor their purposes, reports BSS.

She was inaugurating the
filth National Cub Camporee at
Mouchak In Gazipur. Nearly six
thousand cubs and leaders from
across Lhe country are particl-
paling in the event.

She asked the scouts to sub-
mit a project so the government
could make.the necessary ar-
rangements. .

lasina said children from
primary schools and ebtedai
madrashas would be integrated
into the scout movement by ex-
panding Cub projects. "If
needed, we will also extend the
duration of the project."” said
Hasina., "More Iunds will be
spent for primary education."

Sheikh Hasina said the
country needed eflicient, strong
and dynamic leadership for the
future. The younger generation
would be agle to provide that
leadership by utilising their
talents and perseverance, she
said.

The Prime Minister lauded
the role the scouts played dur-
ing the devastating floods in
1998. She said people from all

— Star photo

spurred by clashes among eth-
nic Indonesian groups just over
a week ago near Malaysia's new
administrative capital of Pu-
trajaya, which resulted in the
arrest of 156 illegal immi-
grants.

The fight, between Indone-
sians nriglnaling from the
Madura and strife-tcrn Aceh
regions, had erupted after an
argument over a stolen mobile
telephone. ,

olice said one person was
injured and makeshift housing
for 200 workers in the nearby
Cyberjaya high-tech zone was
torched.

Cyberjaya is at the core of
the so-called Multimedia Super

Corridor, a 15 km by 50 km (9

but that there were hundreds of
thousands of others in the
country (llegally, most from
Indonesia and Bangladesh.

Malaysia began lo repatriate
many of its Indonesian workers
after the Asian financial crisis
began in mid- 1897, but officials
now fear Its recovering econ-
omy coupled with continuin
difficulties in Indonesia coul
lure back illegal immigrants.

Deputy Prime Minister Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawl was
quoted as saying last week that
Malaysia might tighten em-
Hluyment rules to check an in-

ux of foreign workers.

Employers gullty of hirin
illegal workers now 1ce sti
penalties, including ja‘l.

Undesired interference

From page 1
for three months.

Thus, the meeting on Jan-
uary 23 focused on the central
bank's delays, and not the case
of a particular borrower,

“The finance minister’'s
press statement on this issue is
also nol correct,” stated the re-
lease. “The committee feels that
Bangladesh Bank has commit-
led irregularities by not approv-
ing Sonali Bank's decision.
even after 74 days.”

The release also said the
Speaker rules when contradic-
tions arise in the Parliamen-
tary Rules of Procedure.

There was no contradiction
under discussion, since articles
75 and 76 of the Constitution
and rules 246 and 248 of the
Rules of Prccedure of Parlia-

It concluded the matter dis-
cussed on January 23, 2000 was
appropriate and was not in vio-
lation to Constitution or Rules
of Procedure of the Parliament.

The committee also decided
to discuss the issue at its next
meeting on February 23.

The committee also criti-
cised Kibria for his abscnce.

“By not attending the meet-
ing the finance minister has
neglected parliamentary busi-
ness, which is a big threat to
parliamentary democracy.”
stated the committee in its re-
lease.

The committee claimed Kib-
ria didn't bother to inform it
that he would not attend, de-
spite a personal invitation
from Ashraf.

However, The Daily Star has

the meeting at the port office on - ' Sumon yesterday in his re- and dance at the Institute of | walks of life provided invalu- ment gives the committee am- L gt o o Sheta s i g
GaS ICSCrve a German proposal for a man- Indlans kldnap sponse  to cha_x"ges levelled  Fine Arts' Bakul Tola as part of | able se:fafit:ﬁs during that pteriod. ple power to review, examine  jster's personal secretary in-
f()un d in aﬂe:‘rllent cri:unltracttal Cihil}agolxg }I}ﬁ;‘lél!bl him by some newspa- Bas[l)ll?:]ﬁ Ulﬁ?fi?frﬁﬁ?‘?%%?id S;lii gs?{; mt?;d%u::g:irggr;mﬁ: i‘md enforce laws, stated the re- i AL pertan i e
rt's contalner terminal. port . dic - 2 ease. 3
gurccs said. 5 'l am not involved in the dhani Sangskritik Sangathan %est scout at the national level. tary that he would not attend

Tripura

AGARTALA. Feb 1% The Ol
Al Nawumal Jae Corporation
(ONGC) has found reserve of
natural gas in two new flelds in
Tripura, ONGC sources said
here today, reports BSS.

The gas reserve was detected
during a trial drilling by the
ONGC Tricrura project in
Trichna and Agartala dome in
Wesl Tripura district recently.

The detall study about the to-
tal reserve in these flelds as
also the other aspects of the gas
drilling, was in ‘progress,
sources told PTI.

Agartala dome has very good
potential and for Trichna the

study is one, they said.

A team from Hamburg Port
consulting firmn accompauled
by German Ambassadc: to
Bangladesh, hcid the meeung
with Chittagong port officlals
which was attended by port
users, port sources said.

In the meeting, the team
highlighted its experience in
raising efliciency in container
handling operation, sources
added.

Hamburg Port consulting
firm gave the proposal last year
to reach a management con-
tract for Chittagong port's con-
lainer terminal in a bid (o rais-
ing Its handling capacily with
modernisalion, port sources
said.

See page 11 ool 8

bl oy - =
{ 1.1[."1.-.’:'-:L_[,1

5 Bangladeshis

MEHERPUR, Feb 13: Armed
robbers [rom acrt he ! ler
K , five hoagluadeshis
Irom a village e Sujionagar
thana early today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the Indian
dacoits wearing masks raided
Taranagar village at about 1 am
and abducted Syed Sheikh, 50,
Kutub Sheikh, 30, Amzad, 27,
Nazir, 25 and Shahidul, 30, at
gunpoint.

The villagers condemned the
role of police and BDR alleging
that they made no attemplts to
resist the dacoits within 150
yvards of their position,

Tension was prevailing in
the area. The reason behind the
abduclion could not be ascer-

tained.
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S— Traph and Telephone Board

Special Notice for Call Barring
in Digital Telephones

{ This is for kind information of the valued Digital subscribers that, to avoid trouble of misuse
| and excess bill the facilities of call barring and cancellation process are available without any
charge in digital telephones. Using this call barring process, subscribers can lock all type of calls
| from their telephone sets such as (a) All call, (b) Both NWD and ISD call, (c) Only NWD call, (d)
| Only ISD call and (f) Only local call. Subscribers can also make necessary call using the

killing, nor did I master mind
It," said Shahld, ward commis-

| sioner of the Dhaka City Corpo

ratiorn, at a press coulererice ai
the National Press Club.

The press conference was at-
tended by Wali Mahmood, the
ex -commissioner, among oth-
crs.

"The scene of the crime is lo-
caled in Ward No. 83, which is
far away [rom my constituency
in Ward No. 90, " said Shahid.

The ward commissioner,
who claims to be a businessman
and not a police source, sald
someone was (rying to impli-
cate him in the murder to divert
attention {rom the real killers.

"My name was mentioned in
the press two days after the
killing, " said Shahid. "There is
no justification for connecting
me with the DB men involved in
Sumon's killing.

‘I am not in a position to in-
lluence DB men. [ used to know
one person but I've forgotten his
name by now.”

and the National Council for
Spring Festival Celebrations
also held Pahela Falgoon
events,

Some students used the day
to focus on serious issues.
Dhaka University students
against sexual ‘F,;arassment
dressed in black and chanted
slogans calling on the govern-
ment to crack down on sexual
abuse.

In addition to unveiling 29
new books, including works by
Abdulla Al Muti Sharfuddin
and Shahrier Kabir, the fair
featured a discussion on
“Bangladesh in the 20th Cen-
tury: Evolution of Newspaper,”
which was chaired by Prof.
Obaidul Haq.

Renowned journalist A.B.M.
Musa presented the keynote pa-
per, while Rahat Khan, BazFur
Rahman and Abed Khan took
partl in the discussion.,

The fair should also be busy
today, since couples around the
world celebrate Valentine's
Day, or Bhalobashar Dibash.

President urged

From page |
leaders and aclivists before the
next general elections, looting
people’'s wealth and allowing
transit facility to India.

chase ol MIG 29s, frigate and
Ashoke Leyland vehicles”.

She warned of tougher and
non-stop action programme if
the gnvernm&nt falls to meet

Banani Graveyard.

~ OBITUARY

Our beloved Managing Director- Mr. Murad Abdullah son of
Dr. Mohammad Abdullah breathed his last early in the morning of
February 13, 2000 at a clinic in Calcutta.(Innalillahe

His Namaz-e-Janaza will be held at Gulshan Azad Mosque on
February 14, 2000 after Asar prayer and thereafter be buried at

Your attendance and prayers are solicited.

POSH GARMENTS LIMITED
5 Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka

Razeun).

BIG SALE OF WORLD FAMOUS
GOLDEN TIGER CARPETS

IN

: : But, the BNP chiefl said, the the Opposition demands imme-
B e -t patatd. s ol i el cuF ot tephan bl o || ESTEE it mlpdns d sl ode v BJMC PAVILION DITF '2000

| information of the valued subscribers. Some subscribers may not have noticed this matter and
| come to the BT&T Board with the complaint of excess bill without executing call barring process.
| The BT&T Board does not accept the complain of excess bill of digital telephone because the
| subscriber can control any type of call from his telephone at his house and office.

The call barring and cancellation process is given below for the convenience of the valued

: subscribers:;

Call barring process: Lift the handset and press the buttons accordingly

L 3 4

|

Pass word

* | | Call Barring Code

o]

| Password-Any four digits selected by the subscriber (For example-2233). It should be secret
| and must be kept in ‘ :
CI.ILB.iIﬂns_mdg-Foliowing any type of call the subscriber can bar

designs and would prevent the
present ruling party from com-
ing to power in future.

She said passage ol the black
Bill at the fag end of the AL rule
is aimed almed at giving corri-
dor facllity to India so that it
can country carry arms and
ammunition throu%h
Bangladesh to suppress the
movement in the seven north-
eastern Indian states,

In this context, she referred
to the recent TV interview of the
Chief Minister of Tripura. who
reportedly admitted that arms

Addressing the meeting, JP
Chairman HM Ershad said this
‘repressive and anti-people”

government would be forced to
quit through mass upsurge and
action programmes one after
another.

He said the four parties have
united and succeeded in ad-

dressing people from a single
dals, despite the government's

conspiracy , for having a na-
tionalist government in future.

Jamaat Ameer Golam Azam
sald the AL government has

continued to sign one after an-

other “anti-people and anti-

AT DISCOUNTED PRICE AND GIFTS
SIZEWISE GIFTS FOR EACH CARPET YOU BUY:

—

FOR:9X12
FOR 8.25°X11°
FOR 6'X9’

————

3'X5’
2'X4’
2'X3’

BEDSIDE CARPET
BEDSIDE CARPET
BEDSIDE CARPET

IN ADDITION THERE ARE DISCOUNTS OF AROUND

| : 5 and weapons would be carried itz waties™ with Ind di 0O

| All Call-01 NWD and ISD Call-02 | | _NWD Call-03 (hrough Bangladesh if ransit is ;L::;pfifn‘,%‘ii g“rt.hs‘e AR 15% ON ALL OTHER SIZES ON EX-MILL PRICE

l. siven. acility to it and export gas re- :

| She Alleged that the AL gov- )

SD_Call-04 Local Call-05 e ok S b LT DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS LIKE SHOPPING BAGS, FASHION BAGS,

Cancellation process: Lift the handset and press the buttons accordingly

L# 3

is trying to turn Bangladesh
into a province of India.
She sald students, workers,

10J chlef Azizul Haque
called upon the people to join
the current oust-government

PRAYER MATS, WALL HANGING, COLOURED FABRICS, JUTE

4 * | Pass word i # | teachers. businessmen and ev- movement to protect the coun- PLASTIC FURNITURE ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT ATTRACTIVE
| | erybody will be aflected as soon  try’'s independence and PRICES
Valued subscribers are requested to use call barring process from their telephone sets. For as the 'new black law' is im-  sovereignty, Islam and to r

| further information or for any

| Divisional Engineer or Sub-Divisional Engineer.

problem, the subscribers are requested to contact the concerned

plemented. _
Khaleda Zia asked 1lie police
and those in the civil adminis-

achieve peace, progress and
prosperity.
Democratic League President

PLEASE VISIT BJMC PAVILION (NO 31) IN DITF 2000 AND PICK UP
CARPETS AND OTHER ITEMS OF YOUR CHOICE FROM THE

L T Weare at vour dervice S DpeAIng: Ahe. stisriment- L (SMEd yestortayn 10t et 4] | RE AT STOEK
| 261 Bangladesh Telegraph and Telephone Board ﬁ:—lﬁiﬁ'?‘arwmg bt il 1251:.531-\;{:;3“ ngegr?:r?iht t:ri?l : N
b RGN S E O] , - The BNP Chairperson in her urged the BNP%hief to lead the BANGLADESH JUTE MILLS CORPORATIO
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state Gangf_cs Water Sharing
Treaty, CHT neace accord, pur-

return home till the fall of this
government,
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