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mi. ar: uku ucidha Charcha Kendra has organised a

Y aengnar o;( ‘Hia’lm of Liberation War and Our Curriculum:
Present Perspective.’ Chief guest: DU VC A K Azad Chowdhury.
Venue: TSC main auditorium, DU campus. Time: 9 am.

- w of bankers' quiz: The lucky draw of
Qu}:gﬁm&gﬂﬁ for bankers and the pr;qze giving ceremony will be
held. The Daily Prothom Alo, a leading Bangla dally and Standard
Chartered Bank ’,’lnlntly 0 e quiz competition. Chiel
Guest: Finance ah A M S Kibr:a. Venue: CIRDAP
auditorium, Chameli House, 17, Topkhana Road. Time: 5 pm.

1 on insurance: Bangladesh Insurance
Seminar e smgmnr o(:llg “Ih..-tlamlc Insurance:
. ctices Prospects in Bangladesh.' Keynote paper:
g:coﬁ:‘:ugnﬂillah. Assistant Professor, Dcl:{nrnrtment of Law,

Malaysian International Islamic University. Venue: Insurance

Academy Bhaban, 53. Mohakhali C/A. Time: ?

umni Assoc meet: A joint meeting of the
DU AL Executive Committee and outgoing commitiee of
Dhaka Universlt% Alumni Association will be held. Venue:

Teachers' room of on DU campus. Time: 4:30 pm.

U seminar on XML: professional Development
rigmnum of the North South University has organised a seminar
on 'Extensible Markup Language (XML). Keynote paper Abir
Qasem, asoftware engineer a N USA. Venue: NSU campus.

Time: 4 pm.

BIBM seminar: Bangladesh

Management has organised a day-long natio .
of Commercial Banks in Dmlng::ient Financing in ladesh.
Keynote paper: Dr Sujit Saha, Professor of B and Dr Saiful
Karim Chowdhury, Lecturer of BIBM. Venue: BIBM Bhaban, Plot

Institute of Bank
nal seminar on 'Role

~ No 4, Main Road: 1, Section-2, Mirpur. Time: 9:30 am.

] * The Centre for H an Rights will hold a seminar
e g nan Rights In C : . Venue: VIP lounge of

- {H Rights in Chechn
Lo e B R t ab Ahmed. Professor of

Jativa Press Club. Time: 3:30 pm. Dr
Poliﬁcal Science of Dhaka University will present the keynote pa-

per.

Film show: cChalachitram Film Societ
‘Farewell My Concubine’ (China) on the 4th

will screen
ay of its 3rd

. programme on the series "A Tribute to the Great Filmmakers of the

| /g erature of Middle Age through
P . }his various research and intro-

!Ul
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entury: A Selection of Films.” Venue: Auditorium of Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi. Time: 6:30 pm.

Musical Soiree: The first solo musical soiree by Nizam
Uddin Al Khasru (Uzzal) will be held. He will render E.angla Pop.
Nazrul Geeti, Gazals and Hindi songs at the %mgramme. enue:
Bishwa Shahitya Kendra auditorium. Time: 6:30 pm.
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BIISS workshop: Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies has organised a two-day national workshop
on 'Impact of Globalisation on Bangladesh.' Minister of State for
Planning Dr Mohijuddin Khan Alamgir will inaugurate the work-
shop while Prof Rehman Sobhan, Chairman, Centre for Policy Di-
alogue preside over the inaugural session. Venue: BIISS audito-

e ————— 1

9:30 am.

Discussion meet: Fair Election Monitorin
(FEMA) and Study and Research Group of Manobik Sahajya
Sangstha have jointly organised a discussion meeting on
‘Country's Present Political Impasse. Representatives of civil
society. educationists, journalists, lawyers, cultural activists and
other professionals wi{l attend the discussion meeting. Venue:
Seminar room of IDB Bhaban, Agargaon. Time: 4 pm.

Alliance

i
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Dry weather likely

Lighi rain or drizzle is likely at one or two places over Khulna '

division and weather will remain mainly dry elsewhere over the
country with partly cloudy sky over coastal area in next 12 hours
till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Night temperature may fall by 1-2 d Celsius over the
country during the period, according to Met Office.

The country’s highest temperature 30.5 degree Celslus was
recorded at Chittagong and Rangamati and the lowest 11.4 degree
Celsius at Srimongal.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5.52 pm and rises on
Tuesday at 6.32 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded
in spme major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
" in ( els.h.:s';l ——— percentage
ax in orning Evenhéi

Dhaka 27.0 16.4 o 55}
Chittagong 30.5 182 60 63
Rajshahi 255 146 G 7
Khulna 276 15.6 69 6l
Barisal 27.8 15.0 2 e
Sylhet 285 129 S8 9
Cox's Bazar 30.1 19.6 56 65

and THERE
Swadesh
Chinta Sangha

Musa and Ahmed Kabir took
part in the discussion.

An exhibition of books of
Ahmad Sharif was also held at

By DU Correspondent the Tss%d ’Iglc ru%ammc was
Speakers at a discussion yes-  2rgan y Swadesh Chinta
terday sald .hat Prof Ahmad Sa.ngha

Sharif retrieved the Bangla lit-

BSEHR

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Soclety for
Enforcement of Human Rights
(BSEHR) condemned the con-

duced it to new On.

The discussion was held at
the Teachers Students Centre
(TSC) auditorium of the Dhaka
University in the afternoon,
marking the 80th birth an-
niversary of 1.oted educationist
Prof Ahmad Sharif.

Lalb thana in their custody
for six days without having
produced them in the court.

finement of three young men by

Recollecting the memories of
Prof Sharif, the speakers said,
“he was a true intellectual who
had no party affiliation.”

"He was associated with dif-
ferent democratic movements
throughout his life and he al-
ways fought against the funda-
mentalists and religious fanat-
ics.” they observed.

Prathoma Roy Mandal de-
livered the keynote speech
while Abul Kashem F: -lul Haq
was in the chair.

Among others, Badruddin
Umar, Sirajul Islam Chowd-
hury, Bashier Al Helal, Mansur

The three young men were
taken into police custody in
connection with the killing of
Falsal on February 2.

Faisal, son of Anwarul Hos-
sain, a government official was
killed and their maid Parul was
critically injured in an attack
In their Azimpur residence al-
legedly by one of their relatives.

The BSEHR condemned the
police on the basis of a news re-
port printed in this regard, the
stalement sald noting that the
victims, however, were released
after an official was paid a sum
of Tk 30,000.

Jano Sanghati |
Samity members
to get easy-term

loans

An Inter-ministerial meet-
ing related to easy-term credit

for self-employment projects as

submitted by the Parbattya
Chhatragram Jano Sanghati
Samity, was held In the city
yesierday, reports BSS.
Presided over by Acting Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Hill
Tracts Affalrs M Shakhawat
Hossaln. the mee decided to
request the Ministry
to provide Taka 25 crore for the
self-employment projects. .

ol Finance

The meeting was attended by

the

fe'prenntatwcs
Ban

of
gladesh Krishi Bank, Em-

ployment Bank, Sonali Bank,

ani Bank, BSCIC

Bank.
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JulmutLAli Khan -

laid to rest

Julmut Ali Khan was laid to
rest at the Banani Graveyard in
the city yesterday, reports BSS.

A former Ambassador, Lan-
%ua(’ge Movement leader,

UCSU-GS and a former
chairman of the BSS Board of
Directors died on Saturday at
his Dhanmondi residence.

A veleran lawyer and a
politician, late Khan was a
member of the Standing Com-
mitiee of the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP),

His namaj-e-Janaza was
held at the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque alter the Zohr prayers.
It was attended, among others,
by former President Abdur
Rahman Blswas, MPe politi-
clans and admirers besides the
relatives.

The body of Khan was later
taken to the Supreme Court Bar
premises .
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BKL reception to
PM today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Krishak League
has arranged a reception to
Prime Minister Sheikh Haslna
at 3 pm at Paltan Maldan today.
The reception has been ar-
ranged to mark the awarding
ceres medal to the PM by FAO.

Left-leaning
student bodies
processions on

JU campus
By JU Correspondent

Left-leaning student organi-
sations brought out separale
processions and held rallies al
Jahangirnagar University (JU)
yesterday to drum up su gcogt
for their today's gherao o -
retariat demanding a scientific
and secular education policy.

Bangladesh Chhatra Unlon
(BCU) brought out a torch pro-
cession from the Prantik gate
in the evening, which paraded
through campus. The proces-
sion disper at the Supuritala
near transport office,

Demanding abolishing of
madrasha and cadet education,
BCU leaders, while addressing
the rally after the procession,
asked to introduce a uniform
policy of education for all the
citizens of the country.

They also asked the govern-

' ment to accept their 10-point

demands on education policy
immediately.
BCU JU unit president
Saikat Subhra Mannan and
eneral secretary Monishankar
as Gupta. among others, ‘ad-

| dress the rally.

Meanwhile, Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front (SCF), another
left-leaning student organisa-
tion, also brought out a proces-
sfon from Prantik gate yester-
day evening. The SCF proces-
sion, marching through the
campus, ended at the starting
point,

SCF also held similar rally
there after the procession.,

Ananda Mohan
College closed

sine die

MYMENSINGH, Feb 13: The
Ananda Mohan College has
been declared closed sine die
following Saturda('s attack and
ransacking of halls by a section

of Honours Pan-.S examinees,

reports UNB.

The examination was al-
ready cancelled following the
trouble in which a number of
students and teachers were in-
jured. The troublemakers had
also snatched away answer
scripts of some 300 examinees
out of about 750 who sat for the
examination.

The college authorities
asked the resident students to
vacate the halls and sought help
of the district administration
to implement the decision.

Protesting the hooliganism
in the examination hall, the
teachers of the college today
brought out a silent procession
and staged a sit in on the road
in front of the press club. They
demanded punishment to the
troublemakers.

AFDC rally
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Anti Fascism Demo-
cratic Committee (AFDC) at a
meeting yesterday decided to
mobilise public opinion against
the Public Safety Bill (PSB) and
organise a rally today in front
of the BSS near the Paltan
crossing at 3 pm.

Condemning the killing of
Sumon at Shayampur by the DB
police, it was stated in the meet-
ir}g that there was no security of
life and property of people due
to the repression and terrorism
of the government, police and
administration.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by T Ali, Tipu
Biswas, Falzul Hakim, Ravi
Shankar Chakma, Haslibur
Rahman, Jafar Hossain, Jonaed
Sakl. Nazrul Islam, Saikat
Dewan, Falzur Rahman
Khokon, Milton Chakma and
Masud with Abdur Rahman in
the chair.

Obituary
e Murad Ab-
dullah, son of
late Dr Mo-
hammad Ab-
dullah of
Salar, Mur-
sidabad brea-
thed his last
esterday at
elle Velle
Veue Clinic
in Calcutta, says a press release.

His namaz-e-Janaza will be
held at Gulshan Azad Mosque
afler Asr prayers today. He will
be burled at the Banani Grave-
yard.

Born on September 10, 1932
in Calcutta, he was educated at
the Royal Indian Military Col-
lege, Dehra Dun, Atchison Col-
lege, Lahore and St. Xavier's
College, Calcutta. He started his
career in Standard Vacuum Oil
Company and later served in
PIA.

He later joined J&P Coals as
Manager East Pakistan and
Madura Coals India. He was a
member of the Handloom Board
and served In Export Promo-
tlon Bureau as Director, Rolter-
dam Ollice.

In 1987 he returned home to
j’ain Posh Garments as the

anaging Director.

He left behind his wile
Hasina Abdullah, daughter
Dilkash Ahmed, Son-in-law
Zlauddin Ahmed, son Fuad Ab-
dullah, daughter-in-law Nabila
Abdullah, two grandsons and
his grand daughter. He also left
behind his sisters Sheela Tau-
fig, Nflufar D Banu, brothers —
M A A Zakariah and Hasan Ab-
dullah and a host of relatives,
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Female students of Dhaka University attired in black saree protesting the assault of a
woman on the New Year's eve on the DU campus.

— Star photo

Civil society takes the loadﬁ

to explore a way out

FEMA discussion on 'Present Political Impasse’

The Fair Election Monitor-
ing Alliance (FEMA) has organ-
ised a discussion meeting on 'P-
resent Political Impasse’ to-
morrow to find a way out of the
standoff between the govern-
ment and the opposition.

This was disclosed by FEMA
leaders at a press briefing yes-
terday at its Mohammadpur of-
fice in the city.

The FEMA in collaboration
with the Study and Research
Group of Manobik Sahajya
Sangstha will hold the discus-
sion meeting at 4:00 pm at the
seminar room of the IDB Bha-
ban in city’'s Agargaon area.

Feroz M Hassan, secretary
general of FEMA while address-
ing the newsmen said the up-
coming discussion meeting has
been nfanlsed to give the lead-
ers and representatives of the
civil society an oﬁportunity to
find out throu discussion
what they shoul
political situation.

He said the FEMA hopes that
the free and frank discussion

do at present

By Statf Correspondent

meeting will help building con-
sensus on the role of the civil
soclety in bringing an end to the
prevailing political impasse. he
sald.

He further said the discus-
sion might pave the way for re-
solving the stalemate by the
civil society.

Representatives of the civil
society such as academics,
business community, journal-
ists, development workers, cul-
tural activists, women activists
and leaders of professional
groups are expected to partici-
pate in the discussion meeting.

The FEMA further said the
present political impasse is
marked by deep mistrust among
the key political players an
lack of understanding between
the government and the major
opposition parties.

"Even working relationship
between them (ruling party and
opposition) is non-existent
which is essential for function-
ing of a democratic system, one
leader said.

Even election has become
meaningless as the major ogpo-
sition political parties are boy-
cotting it in recent time which
is detrimental to democratic
system, FEMA leaders said.

“The present political crisis
has put democracy Iin
Bangladesh to test once again,”
another leader said.

The leaders said that this is
the high time to initiate this
sort of discussion meeting
which will be useful and effec-
tive in mitigating the con-
frontational politics between
the government and opposition
parties

The FEMA leaders expressed
that the civil society represen-
tatives would be able to explore
their role and articulate the
ways of resolving the present
political deadlock as they did in
the past.

Munira Khan, Vice-Chair-
person, Dr Shawkat Ara Hus-
sain, Chairperson Media
Committee were, among others,
spoke in the briefing.

Violence in city

; From page 1
state minister for local gov-
ermmment Saber Hossain Choud-
hury.

But witnesses said a home-
made bomb went off at Kakrail
crossing when BNP chief and
Leader of the Qpposition Begum
Khaleda Zia in an open jeep was
crossing the area.

Without any warnin%, a
number of plainclothes police-
men, some donning bullet proof
jackets with police signs
emerged from from different al-
leyways in white micro-buses
and four wheelers.

They fired shots backing the
tear gas shells lobbed by riot

olice at the demonstrators.
un shots were fired also from
the roof tops in the area, the
witnesses and correspondents

Residential areas

From page |

dened with commercial activi-
ties.” said Huda.

However, a Rajuk architect
and town planner associated
with implementation of the

Dhaka Master Plan disagreed
with Huda.

He sald developers forgot
most people didn’'t have the
money to rent spacious offices
when they decided to construct
modemn office buildings.

Considering the trend to-
wards urbanisation, it would
not be possible to establish the
definitive commercial and res-
idential zones that dominate
cities in more developed coun-
tries. The Dhaka Master Plan
emphasised a mixture of com-
mercial and residential build-
ings

However, there must be a
policy and strict guidelines gov-
erning mixed zones to ensure a
healthy environmert, con-
cluded the architect,

The Dhaka Master Plan
stated that Motijheel could ac-
commodate aimost all the city's
offices for up to 20 years. There
are only handful of high-rises,
but others could be tumed into
larger bulldings If necessary.

"With proper planning,
Motijheel and its Infrastructure
would be the Ideal commercial
area,” sald the Rajuk official.

'SKOP strike
at Potenga
begins

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 13:
Sramik Karmochary Olkya
Parishad (SKOP), Chittagong
has enforced an Indefinite
strike at Potenga Industrial
Area here by oil tanker and
tank lorry workers today.

Carrying of oll from Chit-
tagong to other districts was
hampered due to strike. Oll
tankers were taken away from
oil carrying vessels last night,

Oil transportation by land
route was also disrupted due to
strike, _

The SKOP, Chittagong called
the strike to realise its eight-
point demands including set-
Ling up of pipeline to carry oll,
withdrawal of termination no-
tice on one Jamuna CBA leader,
showcauses on some 15 workers
and the decision to increase oll
price,

covering the march said.

The DC of DB, however. de-
nied that his men
shot yesterday. Asked why so
many of them were there, he
said they had information
from ‘sources’ about the trouble
at that spot.

The sudden charge left the
demonstrators scurrying for
cover. At Kakrail crossing, the
rear of BNP procession was
closely followed by that of
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami respectively.

The I0J was then just
preparing to follow the Jamaat
marchers from the Zero Point

In the melee and confusion .
a section of demonstrators re-
grouped and retaliated by hurl-
ing stones and home-made
bombs . torched a police van
carrying empty containers of
food for police on duty and a
minibus that tried to plough
through the marchers at
Kakrail cmssin?.

Fire tenders later doused the
fire.

Police said eight of their
men were wounded in the
clashes. Nine demonstrators
were arrested.

But the number of wounded
among the opposition activists
could not be known immedi-
ately.

Secretary’'s Generals of the
four parties told a press briefing
at the residence of the Leader of
the Opposition later in the
evening that an unspecified
number of the alliance support-
ers were wounded, besides
Shahidul Islam Master MP.
Some were hit by shot gun pel
lets, they added.

President

From page 1
ing the rising crimes,
Other members of the delega-

tion were Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Rahat Khan,
Habibur Rahman Milon,

Shafiqur Rahman, GM Yakub,
Yasin Ahmed, Baby Moudud,
Monzurul Ahsan Bulbul, Swa-
pan Saha, Altaf Mahmud, Ab-
dul Jalil Bhuiyan, Akter
Ahmed Khan, Abul Kalam, Az-
izul Islam Bhuiyan and Sharif
Shahabuddin.

Amanullah Kabir, president
of another faction of the BFUJ,
led its 10-member delegation.

They pointed out to the Pres-
ident the related sections of the
Public Safety Bill affecting the
interest of the journalist com-
munity saying that this Bill
curtalls freedom of the press
and the journalists at large.

“The existing laws, including
the Special Powers Act, could be
amended for speedy trial of all
lypes of criminals instead of go-
ing for enacting the new harsh
law which prohibits bail not
only during Investigation but
also during pendency of appeal
against conviction,” they sald,

A news release from
Bangabhaban said the BFUJ
leaders requested the President
not to assent to the Bill In view
of the sentiments expressed by
different sections ol people,
They also submitted a memo-
randum on their plea to the
President,

The members of the delega-
tion included Gilas Kamal
Chowdhury, Reazuddin Ahmed,
Khandkar Monirul Alam, M A
Aziz, Monzur Ahmed, Zahirul
Huq, Abu Saleh, Monzurul
Alam, and Ruhul Amin Gazl.

fired any .

BCL activist
shot dead
in Chittagong

- e - Ed A e

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 13: An
activist of BCL was shot dead in
Nasirabad area of the city last
night, police said.

Nurul Alam, 22, an activist
of BCL Akbar Group. received
bullet wounds in an intra-party
clash at Nasirabad at 11, police
said.

He was rushed to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital where
he succumbed to injuries soon
alter adunission

' Khulna polytecn

student union
polls postponed

By Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 13: Student
union elections of Khulna Poly-
technic Institute (KPI) were
postponed after two BCL fac-
tions clashed today.

Three leaders of the Chhatra
League were kidnapped from the
polling centre, while two others
injured severely during the
clash

Police and witnesses said
about 20 armed young men
raided the polling centre and
kidnapped VP candidate Yusuf
Ali Jewel, tormer GS Ziaul Huq
Bappi and Shamim Ahmed. Po-
lice could not rescue them till
filing of this report.

The armed young men op-
posing election of the students’
union fired several shots and
exploded bombs to scare the
general students.

matters specified in the fore-
going sub-clauses.

Article 81(2) A Bill shall not
be deemed to be a Mon 'y Bill by
reason only that it provides for
the Imposition or alteration of
any fine or other pecunlary
penalty, or for the levy or pay-
ment of a license fee or a fee or
charge for any service rendered,
or by reason only that it pro-
vides for the imposition, regu-
lation, alteration, remission or
repeal of anir) tax by the local
authority or body for local pur-
poses. _

In addition to the above artl-
cles of the onstitution, the
Jatlya Sangsad (Parliament)
Rules of Procedure 127 slales as
follows:

"Finance Bill means that
bill ordinarily introduced In
each year to give effect to the fi-
nancial proposals of the gov-
ernment for the next following
financial year and includes a
Bill to give effect to supplemen-
tary financial proposals for
any period.”

Understood in its totality
can there be any dou‘t in the
minds of any rationa. individ-
ual as to what constitutes and
what does NOT constitute a
Money Bill. It is abundantly
clear that the provisions con-
cerning Money Bills deal with
the annual budget and matters
related to it that may subse-
quently arise. To use this loop-
hole to pass a bill which deals
with our fundamental freedoms
is nothing less than consider-
ing the people as nothing but
fools, the Constitution as noth-
ing more than a scrap of paper,
and the President, who has to
assent to it, as nothing more
than a robot. The Constitution
DOES NOT permit the use of the
Money Bill provisions to bull-
doze any Bill through the par-
liament or pressurise the Head
of State and forcing him to as-
sent to a Bill

The question that the gov-

ernment must answer is WHY
this BILL was classified as a
MONEY BILL? The unofficial
explanation 'has been that since
the implementation of the pro-
visions of this Bill will entail
spending money from the public
exchequer therefore this has
‘been classified as money bill.
Such an explanation stands
neither on logic, nor on facts
and much less of legal grounds.
[f we accept this rational then
we should be ready to accept
each and every bill as a Money
Bill because almost all Bills
assed in the parliament will
1ave some financial implica-
tion while implementing its
provisions.

PM defends

From page 1

The Prime Minister said
newspapers must reflect objec-
tive condition of society main-
taining honesty, neutrality and
objectivity in reporting,

Sheikh Hasina was happy to
note that eight dailies were
coming out from Bogra. The
dailies would play their due
roles in implementing her gov-
ernment's plan to attain bal-
anced development of the coun-
try, she hoped.

"We believe in balanced de-
velopment and not making hol-
low speeches,” she said.

The Prime Minister said,
"We want to ensure two square
meals for every citizen through
balanced development of the
COUntry

She satd the power sectlor re-
ceived a blow during the last
regime as foreign donors
stopped financing the country’s
power sector because of
widespread corruption.

"The government resumed
negotiations with the donors
successfully and brought back
the flow of financial assistance
in the power sector,” the Prime
Minister said.

The 60-member delegation
was headed by Bogra Press Club
president Mozamme] Huq Lalu
and general secretary Mah-
mudul Alam Nayan.

The Prime Minister allotted
15 decimals of land and Tk 2
lakh for Bogra Press Club.

Later, the members of Bogra
based Non-Government Organi-
sation (NGO) Tengamara
Mahila Sabuj Sanga led by Prof
Hosne Ara Begum joined
Awami League. The NGO has
four lakh bere=ficiaries.

Sylhet hartal

From page |
ernment and private offices was

Calling ita M

From Staff Correspondent

leader was assaulted by a group
of armed people in front of the
Zila Parishac
town at about 11 am today.

tural Secretary, Barisal district
unit
Parishad alon
associates today for informa-

dragged him and chopped indis-
criminately with Chinese axe
and other lethal weapons when
he was returning home riding a
motorcycle,

said pgunshots and lear gas
shells were fired and bombs ex-
ploded indiscriminately.

time police and terrorists at-
tacked JP j)roccssmn at Kakrail
Crossing,

Paltan and 10J procession at
Zero Point,

clearly proved that it was a pre-
planne

hartal,
that opposition partic s would
bring out processions and stage
demonstrations in all citles,
thana and cdistrict headquar-
ters, In the capital city, the four
parties will organise joint pro-
1 cession,

thin.

There was no report of any
untoward incident during the
hartal hours from anywhere ol
the district.

Police arrested six persons
from Chowkidehki area on the
Airport Road while 1h:¥; were
extorting money from the air-
port goers ar 4 others In the af-
ternoorn. ’

All-Party Students' Action
Committee also held a rally at
the Court-Point with the cen-
tral vice-president and district
president of Jatiyatabadi Chha-

BCL leader
assaulted
BARISAL. Feb 13: A BCL

building in the

Shafiqullah Monaem, Cul-

of BCL went to Zila

with two of his

tion about some contraclt tra Dal Mizanur Rahman

works, police and witnesses Chowdhury in the chair.

sald, ) The rally was addressed,
A group of armed men | ...ong others, by leaders of Is-

lami Chhatra Shibir and other
student organisations.

Ershad Shikdar

From page 1

Bodles of all the victims
were recovered by police who
also came under gunfire during
an encounter with armed cadres
of Shikder, Noor-e-Alam said.
"I escaped from the place of
occurrence during crossfire be-
tween police and Shikdar's
armed cadres." he said.

Since then Ershad and his
accomplices went Into hiding.
Shikdar was arrested on August
11 last year.

The private car and (wo mo-
tor bikes were recovered [rom
bed of the river Bhairab by
divers ol Bangladesh Navy in
September last year.

The court will again sit to-
morrow for hearing Noor-e-
I Alam. He will also be cross-ex-

Hartal

From page 1

Hhuqrnu sald at the same
amaat procession at

“This simultaneous attacks

attack, he added. .
In support of the Tuesday's
hulyan announced

amined by defence lawyers, said
a special court source.
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We believe that the
party knowingly and uml%
classified the !
as a money bill 1o expedite the
legislative process and Lo limit
the options avallable to the
President to have the Bill
amended. If this be the case
then we are forced to €O lude
that there is a mal-in ention
here and that the
did not want the bill (o go
through a proper, transparent
and rigorous legislative process.
They have in fact abused the
Constitution to hide a different
agenda. Otherwise why 1s this

de and seck” and shady game

with the Constitution. -

The above view is substanti-
ated by the extremely hurried
and in many respects unprece-
dented and circumventing
method by which the Public
safety Bill was passed through
the House. First of all it was
brought in as a sl.;%plcnwnt
agenda on a Thursday which is
ear-marked as a Privale mem-
bers day, Normally such a day
is reserved for members, on
their individual capacity, 1o
move bills. Customarily a gov-
ermnment bill is never presented
on a private members day. An
exception was made for this
bill. On the same day it was sent
to the parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Ministry
whose session was called on a
24 hours notice, another un-
usual move. The Committee sat
on Saturday and approved the
Bill within hours in spite of a
note of dissent by the opposi-
tion. Normally when there is
such a note of dissent, the re-
port of the Standing Committee

contains the full explanation of

the reasons for such a dissent.
In the present instance the re-
port only contained a brief
mention of it without any ex-

lanation. Another deviation
rom the norm. Clearly a full
legislative process was NOT fol-
lowed. Only ritual of sorts were
observed just to legitimise the
Bill. This writer personally
talked with more than a dozen
ruling party MPs all of whom
privately expressed doubts
about this Bill and confessed
that they were not consulted on
it. [t may be mentioned that no
meeting of the AL parliamen-
tary party examined the Bill
nor any discussion held with a
significant number of its MPs.
It was a product of a select group
within it. So a small group im-
posed it on a bigger group.
which imposed it on the ruling
party as a whole, which has im-
posed it on the parliament
without any of the opposition
members, which is now on the
verge of imposing it on the
whole nation. Yes, the bill fol-
lows the letter of the parlia-
mentary procedure. But is that
all that is needed in the system
of rule "Of the people. By the
people and, For the people™ It
that how democracy was meart
to function?

Let us not forget that no at-
tempt was made to solicit public
opinion. Even the well known
intellectuals and legal experts
known for their sympathy for
the ruling party were not con-
sulted. So the question we
would like to pose -Is this any
way to legislate such an impor-
tant law that will have such a
widespread impact on our
lives? If it is going to be such a
good thing for the public then
why was it hidden from the pub-
lic at the preparatory stage? Is
it the view that we-the public-
do not u starsd what
for us ' < WT 04
need 10 o€ Cunswi™o0 Gt &
told what to do? Havent we
heard that before and haven'
we rejected such views in the

past .

We cannot but express our
amazement as to how the
Speaker, the custodian of our
Parliament and our legislative

rocess could certify this as a
Money Bill? How far will he go
to accommodate every whim of
the ruling party even if it means
destroying the norms and trust
on which the parliamentary
democracy has to ultimately
depend? The Speaker must have
known that to certify the Public
Safety Bill as a Money Bill was
a gross abuse of a provision that
was meant to provide flexibility
to the government in dealing
with money matters. It was
NEVER meant for the passage of
Bill such as the one at hand.
Why play tricks with legal pro-
visions and thereby set prece-
dents that only weakens our
parliamentary tradition? Has
not our parliamentary system
suffered severely by one of our
Speaker's previous ruling deal-
ing with the two defecting BNP
MPs? How much lower will the
Speaker's position be brought
down?

Both because of the method
in which the Bill was bulldozed
through the parliament, and by
the fact that it was most illogi-
cally and unjustifiably shown
as a Money Bill we are lorced to
seriously doubt the real inten<
tion of this law. By taking this
route the government has delib-
erately curtailed the options of
the President. To that extent the
government has not been hon-
est to him and has knowingly
created a most embarrassing
and ethically conflicting situa-
tion for him. As the opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina called
BNP's anti-terrorism bill
"Mini-Martial Law”. Just be-
cause she is tpmlmsing a difler-
ent version ol it, are we suppose
to welcome it as "Mega-Freedom
Law™? Sorry NO.

Chittagong port

From page 12

But the trade unions of
Chittagong port opposed the
proposal and declined to atlend
today's meeting.

T?w leaders of the trade
unions have also threatened to

launch movement il the pro-

posal is a .
Twenty-two union bodies of

Chittagong port have already
up}}osc% tﬁe l::nstaliatiun ol pro-

osed container terminal at
Batenga by an American com-

pany.

ruling party




