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Founder-Editor: _Late S. M. Ali

Ohaka, Monday, February 14, 2000

Needless Politics
on Names

AMING of some academic and administrative

buildings at the Shahjalal University of Sci-
ence and Technology appears to have more appeal
to the opposition political parties than the coun-
try's socio-economic good; or else, they would have
surely thought twice before calling the five-day
hartal in Sylhet. At this point of time, we'd rather
not indulge in any debate on whether the personal-
ities chosen are controversial or not. Our concern
is about the future of a few thousand general stu-
dents and the lack of peace at Sylhet.
The trouble that broke out late last year has al-
ready taken away twe valuable months from the
academic calender and it looks set to delay their
graduation by several months. Even worse, the sit-
uation having deteriorated progressively, it does-
n't seem that we have seen the end of it yet. On a
larger scale, five days of hartal would invariably
result in violence and thereby damage to life and
property. Besides, nine days — the two weekends
inclusive — of civic paralysis is bound to tell on the
country's economy as a whole. Isn't it too high a
price to pay over the naming of some buildings
If the syndicate’s decision in this regard, as the
opposition parties want to have us believe, is not
ust, then the course they have taken to ventilate

eir disapproval is criminal, if not seditious. Who

gives them the right to toty with the lives of so
many students? at righf do they have to keep
not only the campus but also the whole of Sylhet
under siege? Are intimidation and issuance of
‘death warrants' to the vice-chancellor and some
syndicate members, b‘y themselves, not stretching
tf\:e issue a little too far? They have virtually un-
leashed a reign of terror in Sylhet and their be-
haviour could well be dubbed as insanity.

Such an issue shouid never have been allowed to

blow out of proportions. Unfortunately, the leaders
of both ruling and opposition parties, in their bid
to gain some political points out of it, have done
exactly that. The least they could have done in this
case was not to interfere and let the controversy be
settled within the campus. Thanks to their unso-
licited patronage, the whole city is now suffering.
We demand an immediate and peaceful end to the
stand-off. We hope the politicians will play a re-
sponsible role in demonstrably refraining from
politicising the issue any further than they have
already done as a precursor of rolling the rumpus
back to order.

Serious Credibility Lapse

HE police handling of Sumon murder after-
math has been as bad as the perpetration of the
mayhem by its Detective Branch at the small hours
of Wednesday last. Increasingly, the expected dis-
tance between the commitment of a crime and the
start of a legal proce-s to call it into account is
narrowing down to a point of nullity. Those re-
sponsible for blurring the difference between cul-
ability and enforcement of law are coming out un-
azed from public or media storm which they knew
too well from the beginning would not last long
anyway. Needless to recap instances where the
prosecution cases never jelled, partly taking ad-
vantage of a growing public amnesia over them but
largely because there were skeletons in the cup-
board of the offenders which they were desperate to
Keep from public or legal view. The civil society in-
cluding the legal aid groups can make a difference

here by asking the government to resurrect such
cases from oblivion.

We would like to know in the Sumon case what
empowered the DB men to enter his family house
on a tip-off at that hour of the night and that too
without any warrant ¢. arrest to show on demand.
Secondly, why were they accompanied by masked
men armed to the teeth as they stormed into the
residence. Although they have denied this we don't
see any reason why the family should prevaricate
on this. Thirdly, why did theyv start firing without
any obvious provocation from apparently un-
armed people?

Above all, we have been observing an increasing
tendency among policemen not to accept a case
filed by the relatives of a victim where the
grievance resulted from their own action. When the
police version has been registered, there is no need
to recognise another version even though the po-
lice is decidedly not the aggrieved party here. An
amazing twist in which the police have delivered
the judgement already before the real judge has sat
to dispense it!

It is supremely note-worthy that we are yet to
hear a single word from any government
spokesman as to the administration’'s thinking on
how it wishes to proceed on this case and what spe-
cific steps have been taken to book the culprits.
Even the standard poiice press version of self-jus-
tification is missing along with the news of any
probe ordered, far less an independent one. Police
credibility hits its nadir when any black sheep in
the force on being caught in the act is shielded from
punitive action.

Right to Cheating?

LL hell broke loose in Anandamohan Univer-
ity College, one of the premier educational

Institutions in the country, on Saturday
afternoon. The candidates for Honours part-IiI
examinations caused a total pandemonium at the
college premises on the plea that the question
papers set for them were too stiff and yet the
teachers were not allowing them to adopt unfair
means to write out answers to them. Their pent-up
anger finally burst into total indiscipline with the
agitated students not only damaging property but
also assaulting teachers that included female
members also. Some of them snatched answer
scripts of the morning session and tore them off in
front of the teachers and a posse of inactive po-
licemen. The teachers were to subsequently assem-
ble in front of the {)olice super's office demanding
protection of their lives from the hooligans.

While the teachers expressed their helplessness
in the face of such indiscipline and made their po-
sition known to the district authorities, the agitat-
ing students brought out a procession in the town
blaming the teachers for all the ills. In the past we
have strongly condemned such unruly behaviour
bﬁr students and wrote a number of times against
the declining credibility of public examinations
due to the epidemic of student cheating in them.
For a handful of miscreants the majority of the
students suffer. However, things would not have
come to such a pass if the classroom instructions
were adequate, question-papers did not encourage
rote and the racketeering in question leakages and
the collusive element to cheating were eliminated.
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The Daily Star - Kashmir: Spiralling Out of Control?

that their euphoric victory
of Operation Vijaya could
be followed by a bitter winter of
death and despair in Kashmir.
Because the dull and dreary
winters in the valley had
usually been a period of relative
respite in the past with the’
suspension of militancy. This
winter the militants, most of
whom are believed to be ‘foreign
mercenaries’, are active and on
offensive. As a result the state
has been Increasingly twinjnq
gory in battling a post-Kargi
spurt. Ten years into the
uprising that turned Kashmir
from a tourists' paradise into a
killing field there is little sign
of a dawn of hope. The three
sides in the conflict — the
Kashmiri rebels and the
overnments of India and
ankistan are locked Into an
intractable and antagonistic
ostures that ylelded nothin
ut miseries for all involved.
Kashmir {s an integral part of
India to New Delhi who accuses
Pakistan of fostering a 'proxy
war' in the state. On the other
hand Islamabad says that the
people in Indian part of Kash-
mir are brutalized by the mili-
tary and should be allowed a
referendum to decide their fate.
The Kashmirl rebels grouped
under an umbrella organisa-
tion called All Party Huryat
Conlerence (APHC) detests In-
dia's occupation of Kashmir
white not quite convinced of
Pakistan's platitudes on its fu-
ture.

These positions were hard-
ened further by last summer's
clash in Kargil, having declared
itself the victor of that conflict
after the retreat of Pakistan-
sponsored intrudegs from
Kargil under American pres-
sure, Delhi Is in no mood to re-
sume the stalled Indo-Pakistan
dialogue unless the 'terrorists
are stopped by Pakistanis from
sneaking into Kashmir. Humil-
jated by Kargil fiasco the Pak-
istani military under General
Pervez Musharraf also spurns a

arley with India unless a
Rashmir—ﬁrat agenda is agreed
to. In the mean time the mili-
tancy in Kashmir not only
rages in full fury, it shows a

FEW anticipated in India
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A thoughtful segment of Indians is indeed disappointed that neither the Kashmiris' alienation
nor the problems of winning them over was addressed. The action plan drawn up may work o an
extent for some time before another serious turn of events in Kashmir would wake up the

__authority for another high level deliberation.

fresh upaurg{;* with lethality not
experienced before. While Delhi
sees 'loreign hand' In the
stepped-up Insurgency in the
slate — malinly pointing to
Pakistan and battle hardened
Afghan Mujahideens sponsored
by her — Pakistan persistently
denies its involvement in the
imbroglio except her diplo-
matic, political and moral sup-
port to the cause of the Kash-
miris. Whomsoever the onus of
responsibility for the crises can
be attributed the ordinary
Kashmiris are Inextricabl
caught in the crossfire and thelr
lives stuck in a decade long
limbo. _

The situation in fashmir
today Is In sh contrast to
how it prevalled before the
Kargil war. The insurgency lost
much of its momentum since
the election in 1996 ending
Delhi's direct rule of the state.
In fact by the end of a turbulent
decade there had been a long
lull in militancy and the
Kashmiris seemed resigned to
the fate of their fallures In
achieving the state's Indepen-
dence. Delhi even claimed that
the state was under control and
safe for tourlsm. The stock was
taken of the past mistakes with
regard to Kashmir and an ani-
mated debate ensued on the fu-
ture of the state. Taking, how-
ever, no lesion from the cata-
clysmic events of a decade the
authority reverted back to its
old frame of mind and favoured
a hardline in dealing, with sup-
Rnsedly a post-militancy

ashmir. It scornfully rigcted
even its protégé Faruq Abdul-
lah's suggestion for the state's
return to pre -1953 status the
denial of which fueled much of
the insurgency's fire. The Hindu
hardliners even agitated for the
repeal of article 370 of Indian
constitution that gives a special
status to Kashmir. There pre-
vailed an air of remorseless
complacency. It was just when a

reassessment of the whole situ-
ation was under way the Kargil
war broke,

The war in the line of con-
trol created a void in the valley
from where 58 army battalions
were taken off the state's
counter Insurgency role and
despatched for their combat
duty in Kargil. This together
with other unexplained reasons
seems to be responsible for up-
surge of militancy deep inside
the state. According to Indians
It might as well be part of Pak-
Istan's is Kargil game plan. As
the 'Mujahideen' climbed down
the Kargil mountains their
compatriots started showing
their teeth In the valley. Ever
since the militancy in Kashmir
has taken a dangerous turn

Kashmirl Mujahideens. Indeed
there are evidences of more
number of Kashmiri youths
going across the border for
training. Whosoever may be
fighting and what ever their
number or inter-group ratio the
conflict is becoming nastier ev-
eryday.

The Indians doubt that Pak-
Istanis may have Inducted their
regulars In the conflict in the
garb of forelgn mercenaries.
The do-or-die resolve of the
militants speaks of a military
mind behind their operations.
The hit and run tactics that
have long marked the militants’
strategy i{s now replaced by
determined attacks on security
formations, Military

commanders In Kashmir
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with the 'newcomers’ hitting the
vital targets with deadly precl-
sion.

The Indian security agencies
reckon that these 'newcomers'’
are religlous warriors from
Afghanistan, Sudan and other
Muslim countries apart from
Pakistan-sponsored infiltra-
tors. They have joined the fray
with sophisticated arms, high-
tech communication equip-
ment and motivation of suicide
S?UHCI. Delhi believes that some
of them are even financed b
Osama bin Laden, the Saudi
millionaire holed up In
Afghanistan. According to In-
dian estimate there are 1200 to
2000 foreign mercenaries now
spearheading the Kashmir re-
bellion. The 'Huryat’ sources put
their number at many thou-
sands but claims the insurgency
to be under the control of

! ¥ T is not cricket." This is
the phrase which is used
or politiclans when they

exploit their position for unfair
and dishonest purposes. In a
similar way, the words, ‘playing
politics’ connote gain without
regard to what is just or right.

The Indian cricket team is
not only playing politics but
messing up matches in a man-
nér that it can be said: "It isn't
cricket.” Considerations other
than those connected with the
game have been dictating all of
them players, manages,
coaches, selectors, members of
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India,and their patrons —
over the years. This time they
have been exposed in Australia
much more than ever before be-
cause they picked up a rag-tag
band of players, gave them the
name of Indian team and sent
them out. Intrigues, back-biting
and personal prejudices seem to
have beleaguered the team from
day one. The stage has now been
reached where the country feels
let down.

In my journalistic career of
more than 40 years, 1 have
never written on cricket. But
since millions of Indian view-
ers have been humiliated, |
thought I should devote my col-
umn this time to the cricket
team. | have talked to many
former cricketers of repute and
members of selection commit-
tees. | find to my horror that
there is no accountability.

For the team's dismal per-
formance, none is held respon-
sible. The post-mortem is al-
ways cursory and introspection
seldom serious. None from the
Board or managers have ever
been asked to quit. Kapil Dev,
the team coach, has talked
about everything except his

upenl{ admit that the militancy
now has a clearcut military
direction. They have now been
successfully and successively
hitting high-security army
camps. More recently they are
targeting the Special Operation
group (SOG) the cutting edge of
the state police’'s anti-militanc

drive. During the last week o

December the militants
stormed the SOG Headquarter
in Srinagar In a daredevil
attack. Barely two weeks later

they, wearing the army fatigue,
had attacked the Rastriya Rife
Brigade Headquarters at

Khanabal in Kashmir valley.
Given the graveness of the
situation the Army chiefl
broached the idea of a 'limited
war' to tackle it.

In the past the violence in
Kashmir had its cycles of ups
and downs which were nothing

unusual. What is unusual now is

the gqualitative and quentita-
tive changes that the militants
have brought about. Mosl of the
2000 mercenaries who have
come from across the borders
are known to be diehard sol-
diers of Islam. Officials in India
point out how the ISl has been
using a mix of money and moti-
vation to rope In the 'jehadis’
from the fundamentalists’ sem-
inaries along Pak-Afghan bor-
ders. Apart from lucrative
‘amount of money they are given
better arms including high cal-
ibre rocket launchers, mortars
and antl tank missiles with
which the militants have been

laying havoc In the valley dur-
ng the recent months.

Even the officlals acknowl-
edge a post-Kargll qualitative
shift in the militants' tactics,
essentlally almed at chipping
away the morale of the security
forces. In the meantime the
militants are bound to exploit
their victory in the recent
hostage crisis. The real import
of the govcmmcnt‘s surrender
alt Kandahar is yet to sink in but
the disastrous portent the deal
holds for the state was not lost
on the security forces who fear
yet another phase of heightened
pro-secession sentiments and a
sagging march for them. They
are given the brief to suppress
the insurgency. And since the
bulk of counter insurgency op-
eration takes place among un-
armed civilians they behave as
an allen force in ‘enemy’ coun-
try and instill fear by being
triggerhappy. There in no other
visible achievements for them.
Two years ago during a height-
ened phase of insurgency in
Kashmir Mr LK Advani the
Home Minister of India called a
high level meeting, drew up an
action plan, wanted to follow a
proactive’ policy with regard to
an undeclared war in Kashmir
by Pakistan and even hinted at
hot pursuit across the border. In

The Jokers and the Joke

The real problem is that the Indian public is so hooked on cricket that it does not stop watchin?
the players in spite of their bad performance. People go on hoping that the team would perform
better next time. But next time seldom comes. The Indian team may win a game or two, as it
has done against Pakistan, but they are lucky victories. The basic thing is that most of the
players do not have the talent. Nor are they prepared to accept the fact that they lack it.
I do not agree with the selection committee that India does not have the talent. Living

in a world of its own, the committee is not looking for it.

willing to quit. Neither has the
selection committee chairman,
Chandu Borde. More than half a
dozen defeats ina row and that
too through the carelessness
and imbecility of players
should have woken up some
people’in some quarters. But no.

The Ministry of Human Re-
sources Development is the um-
brella organisation for sports.
But Murlfi Manohar Joshi,
heading it, is more interested in
saffronising Indian culture
than saving sports. Now sports

are in the hands of bureaucrats,
charlatans and amateurs. By
this time, Joshi should have
appointed a commission to find

‘out why a country of one billion

is almost at the bottom of prac-
tically every game in the world.
Hockey, once country's pride
and our neighbour's envy, has
been ruined. We are nowhere in
football, a game that is played
the world over. And cricket is
the latest shame.

Take cricket. There should
be an inquiry to find out why
India, which won the World Cu
1983, is now in the bottom half
of the rating list. And why some
players, who did not even de-
serve to be in a state team, were
sent of Australia.

When the selection commit-
tee caps a player, it confers on
him a rare honour. (Saurav
Ganguly showed that when he

kissed the emblem on his hel-
met after making a century
against Pakistan). He becomes
India’s representative and he is
expected to uphold its honour.
He can do it only if he has the
requisite talent. How can crick-
eters who do not know even the
basics of the game qualify? It is
obvious that the selection
committee does not go by merit.

The cricket map of the coun-
try has five zones: North,
South, East, West and Central.

tion is the representation of the
zone, not the right player. Mo-
hinder Amarnath, a former
Test batsman, once called the
selection committee members a
‘bunch of jokers.” He had to pay
the price. He was permanen
dropped when he was in pe
form.

Personal bias is coming into
play in the selection. Someone
Is lefl out, not because he is not
good, but because someone at
the top does not like him. We
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BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

The Board's affiliated zonal
units return members to sit on
the selection panel. They do not
have to be even cricketers. Like
all elections, there is a liberal
flow of money, pull and pres-
sure to get a berth on the com-
panies, because it is an honour
of sorts.

Since the committee mem-
bers are beholden to their units,
they see to it that they serve the
interests of their zone. All types
of players are pushed and re-
pushed into the team even when
their performance is below av-
erage. The overall considera-

le of Mo-

the exam
hammed Azharuddin (Even the

have

Australian captain Steve
Waugh has pointed out this
omission). When the selection
committee wanted to rectify the
mistake of dropping him, Kapil
Dev & Co reportedly threatened
to resign if Azhar was sent. Is
personal pique more important
than the country’'s honour?

I recall that when Kapil and 1|
were riding the bus to Lahore
under the eadersﬁlﬂa of Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
we discussed how Sachin Ten-
dulkar had been given run out a

day earlier in a game between
India and Pakistan in Calcutta.
Tendulkar could not make it to
the crease because a Pakistani

WESE-"HH il''S¥id Tat Palidtan
asim Akram should"

have called Tendulkar back to -

captain

undo the wrong. "The r nsi-
bility is moral,” Kapil said. In a
different context, Kapil faces
the same dilemma. The moral
responsibility for India's deba-
cle is Kapil Dev's. He should
have at least offered to resign.
Tendulkar too should resign
from captaincy because it is not
his cup of tea. He becomes too
tense and too tentative. He per-
forms better when he is not
burdened with the responsibil-
ity of captaincy.

Talking about prejudice, |
am told that Nayan MonEIa. the
country's No. 1 wicket-keeper,
who was sent to join the team,
was not allowed to play because
of Kapil's dislike for him. Other

layers of the team reportedly

ept away from him lest they
should diSﬁlt‘aSE Kapil Dev by
mixing with Mongia. While in
Australia, Mongia celebrated
his birthday in his room, prac-
tically alone.

The main problem with In-
dian cricketers is that they
have lost sensitivity. In the
dressing room, they talk about
the contracts they have signed
with advertisement firms, not
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lucky
is that most of the players do
not have the talent.
they
that they lack it. I do not agree
with the selection committee
that India does not have the tal-
ent. Living
the committee is not looking
for it.

May 1998 after the militants
had struck succusivalg AE'
Doda, Rajouri and Poone .
vanl had gone to the extent of
telling the affected people that
he would resign if he could not
protect them. Both the killing
and Advanl continued.

In the face of deepening cri-
sis in Kashmir now the centre
came up with a knee-jerk reac-
tion that so far marks its policy
on combating ‘terrorism’ in
Kashmir. Yet the expectations
were high when z2nother high

level meeling assembled on 17
January last in the official res-
idence of Prime Minister Mr
Atal Beharl Vajpayee Lo draw up
an action plan — a new strau:%v
for Kashmir. What emerge
from the meeting was much of
the same: the typical law and
order and fire fighting ap-*®
proach to a highly sensitive
political issue. The meetin
ended up with the decision o
having a unified headquarters
for the forces employed in the
state, dividing the counterin-
surgency grid into 49 sectors as
aﬁ nst 27 earlier, throwing in
additional CRPF troops and
arming the village Defence
Committees with better arms
and ammunition. Also a proac-
tive approach coined by Mr Ad-
vani two years ago was re-
peated.

A thoughtful ent of In-
dians is indeed disappointed
that neither the Kashmiris'
allenation nor the problems of
wiw them over was ad-
dr . The action plan drawn
up may work to an extent for
some time before another seri-
ous turn of events in Kashmir
would wake up the authority for
another high level deliberation.
That it will take more than just
meetings and action plans to
deal with the challenge in a
state virtually under siege — is
yet to dawn on the authority.
One of the three protagonists in
the conflict — perhaps India
which Is at the giving end for
any new dispensation in
Kashmir — must be able to come
ug with a brave plan, a work-
able alternative to mindless
[.')ostunng that plunged the val-
ey into pool of despair.

why they have lost and how
they should improve. That they
have smeared the good name of
the country does not cross their
mind. This distinguishes them
from the other teams.

And why Ajay Jadeja was
not sent is the cricket board's
failing. It wanted Kapil Dev and
Tendulkar to accept either all
the three, Azhar, Mongla and
Jadeja, or go without Jadeja as -
well. How did it help the coun-
try? 1 am at a loss to under-
stand.

I have three suggestions Lo
make. One, thewericket board:
should limit,  if not ban, the
players. appearance on adver-.
tisements. Kapil himself is a
ad-star. The second suggestion
is that a player should get only
half the fee for playing if they
lose the game. And last but not
least, the Board should be con-
stituted properly. Only knowl-
edgeable former Test cricketers
should be on the board. Zonal
considerations should not come
into play when the national
team is selected.

The real problem is that the
Indian public is so hooked on
cricket that it does not stop
waltc the players in spite of

their bad ormance. People
go on ho that the team
would orm better next time.

But next time seldom comes.

The Indian team may win a
game or two, as it has done

against Pakistan, but they are
victories. The basic thing

or are
prepared to accept the fact

in a world of its own.,
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Letters for publication in' these
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Allegory, indeed!

Sir, You must have seen, at

least, one pair of Doel. The
other one? Here Is the answer.
Those of us who traverse the
Doel Chottor traffic island
must have appreciated the two
beautifully sculptured birds fac-
ing the opposite directions,
provided we had the right mood
at the time. In our subsequent
passage through the location we
Flance at the handiwork also a
andmark, casually, without
any thought of it, whatsoever.
At times we just pass by the is-
land without even noticing it,
particularly when we are en-
grossed In our deep thoughts.

Lately, whenever | pass by
the birds. one uncanny thought
comes to mind. It Is a question
and Is related to a possible sig-
nificance of the two birds in
juxtaposition but looking to-
ward opposite directions, and
trying to take off the ground,
but they cannot for their M&ﬁs
are so closely set that they |
hit each other {f they try to fly.
In that case they are likely to
break each other's wings.

Does it sound allegoric? To
me, it appears to be symbolic of
the two of our beautiful quar-
relsome birds heading the two
large political parties, each try-
ing to fly but due to their close
metmny, they are unable to

y. Both of these birds should
‘be able to fly provided they co-
operale with each other. In this
casg one has to fold one of its

wings (6 make space for the
other Lo take off.

i el Tt . —— T oo

-~ wrp—!J g, F

It seems that the sculptor
has unwittingly designed the
sculpture in this way and never
considered the fact that s/he
symbolised one very saddest
part of the history of ti:'s land.

Food for thought from
Ghaleb, for the day:

Why fight she says

Why speak [ say

We walit, walching to sce
Who will break and sai)
Words of love first.

Syed Waliullah
Dhaka

Let's talk less

Sir, Why do we talk more
than we work? We have a lot of
readers who are working in the
IT sector. We have doctors, en-
gineers and other professionals
also among the readers. 1 have
come across many who talk
about "technology”. But so far |
haven't seen anything done in
the country. We can write mil-
lions of articles to improve the
technological sector |In
Bangladesh, but talking will
nol help. We have to be active.
Sei. let us work morc than we
talk.

Ronle Chowdhury
USA

Unsafe

Sir, What the DB police re-
ortedly did in Postagola is
gmbarlm They not only killed
an innocent person but also la-
belled as a criminal. Further-
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more, they were not at all
ashamed of their act.

What is going on in this
country, anyway? The law and
order has deteriorated so much
that no one is safe, not even in
their own houses. And all the
government is doing is enacting
new laws instead of utilisin%
the existing ones properly. |
only the government was sin-
cere and controlled the law en-
forcing agencies properly in-
stead of using them for their
own purpose, no laws - be it PSA
or the previous ones - would
have been necessary.

Faria Rahmcoa Farah
Road-32,.House-15
Gulshan, Dhaka

Let us live and

die...

Sir, Recently, the govern-
ment has adopted a plan to ac-
quire 54,000 acres of land in
tklree Thanas of Bandarban dis-
trict for expanding an alread
existing cantonment and bulild-
ing up training facilities for the
air and ground forces. It seeks
to acquire 19,000 acres of land
l'rmn(bandnrban Sadar Thana,
9,500 acres from Ruma Thana
and 26,000 acres from Lama
Thana. The whole maltter is
still in the process, but as the

ress reports suggest, if the plan
Es implemented hundreds of
thousands of people, Benagalee
and Hill People alike, would be
evicted from their ancestral
homes. Experts say this will
have the same impact on the
whole labric of Jumma soclety
as the Kaptal dam had during
the sixties. Moreover, the ecol-
ogy and biodeversity would be
the worst sufferer as the exiting
forest of the area would have to
be cleared ofl.

We earnestly appeal to the
Prime Minister to cancel the
plan and let us live and dle in
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our own lands with our own cul-
ture. heritage and lifestyle.

Mong Sanu Marma
English Department
Chittagong University
Chittagong.

One-day weekly
holiday

Sir, Over last two years, our
government has introduced 2-
day weekly holiday in all gov-
ermment, semi-government of-
fices and public sector corpora-
tions causing great inconve-
niences and sufferings to the
common people. This has also
paralysed the works and func-
tions in government hospitals,
post offices and banks. We feel
that the government decision of
2-day weekly holiday was high-
handed.

We however welcome the re-
cent decision of Ministry of
Health to observe one day
weekly holiday on Friday for:
all government hospitals and
district and thana level health
centres,

We would request and highly
appreciate I our government
considering the manifold prob-
lems and soclo-economic con-
dition of our country keep close
the post offices and banks only
one day in a week instead of 2-
days weekly holiday in the in-
terest of public service,

O.H. Kabir
6, Hare Street,
Warl, Dhaka-1203

Violence against

women

Sir, 1 visited Dhaka last year
and it was a nice time for me. |
met a lot of kind people who
showed a great hospitality to
me. Since then [ regularly read
Rews about Dhaka on the Inter-

et. I also read The Daily Star.
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| lollowed the news about
violence against women with
great interest. I think violence
against women is increasing in
societies which are changing.
For example. if women become
more self-assured, more inde-
pendent, men in these societies
have not learnt how to react on
this. They fear that women will
take their places. Sometimes
they may feel like fools and
their only way to react and to
show their power is to use vio-
lence against women, It hap-

ns in all classes and all over
the world. | think it needs sev-
eral ways to face these difficul-
ties:

One way may he a law -- the
possibility to carry it through
the policewomen and the fe-
male judges. It's also important
that women need to feel pro-
tected when they break their si-
lence. These crimes have to be
made public whenever they
happen. It's important. Victims
should break speak out. They
are not gullty, after all. It's the
perpetrator who is gullty. It
would be useful if more promi-
nent citizens come forward
against these crimes. A change
in the mindset is a must Exam-
ples of dpartncrshlp between
men and women have to be
highlighted in the media.

I met a lot of wonderful -
ple from Bangladesh in g:?-
kind

many. They are all very
show a great deal

people. The
of hospitality. But unfortu-

nately a few still do not know
how to treat women.

Karin Crombach
Bad Kreuznach
Germany.

Ijtema-time traffic

Sir, ljterna is the biggest an-
nual congregation held near
capital city in winter. Hazards
always loom around such gath-
ering. Here safety consideration
should be the prime considera-
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lion lo prevent any tragedy
rather than a crisis manage-
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ment afterwards. Organisers
must ensure safety measures of
the event-area by deploying
volunteers, while the govern-
ment is to ensure measures
taken to facilitate quick evacu-
ation of injured and serious pa-
uents.

A planned traffic arrange-
ment is a precondition of quick
deployment of rescue and evac-
uation teams in an affected
area.

For all the four holy sites of
Haj, smaller vehicles (smaller
than microbuses) are limited
during Ha} period. They allow
larger vehicles to facilitate
mass transit. The authority
there notifies such traffic ar-
rangements beforehand. For
ljtema, the Police Dept. deploys
enough traffic personnel, but we
hardly get any information, in
advance, in the national
dailles, about any traffic ar-
rangement made by them. Thus
often, devotees of remote areas
face trouble by following the
normal route. As police put
unannounced barricades - and
often at night, commuters sud-
denly find it difficult on their
way. Backtracking of these ve-
hicles causes another traffic
congestion. Airline pa .
to and from ZIA, fail to guess
the safer route to their destina-
tions.

Since Jovernmcnt has
deployed defence personnel for
casing traffic jam in the city,
and some are at ZIA
intersection, they can also look
alter the Iljtema traffic.

In any case, the government
must notify members of the
public, in advance, through the
newspapers about the C ar-
rangements made for Ijtema.
This would help the visitors
and commuters immensely.

‘and ljtema devotees largely.

A R Choudhury
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