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Public Safety Bill
President to act
in time as per
constitutional

- L
provision

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed vesterday said that as
regards the Public Safety Bill.
he would act as per constitu-
tional provision within the
stipulated 15 days time, reports
UNB.

He reallirmed his stand on
the highly contentious Bill
when one faction of the
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists urged him to extend
moral support to the Bill while
another faction nol to assent to
it.

Leaders of the two factions
separately called on the Presi-
dent at Bangabhaban and con-
veyed their respective opinion
on the Public Safety Bill.

President gave the journal-
ists a patient hearing and dis-
cussed with them various as-
pects of the Bill.

A 16-member delegation of
BFUJ led by its president Abul
Kalam Azad. advocated that the
Public Safety Bill was intended
to effectively deal with the ex-
lortionists, terrorists, tender-
mongers and other anti-social
elements with a view to ensur-
ing peace and safety of public
life and property.

"The President may extend
moral support to the demo-
cratic government in its en-
deavour of ensuring a society
free from terrorism, the dele-
gation said and requested him
to assenl to the Bill for combat-

See page 11 col 5

4 members of
CU hLaison
body quit

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb 13: Four
members of the newly formed
eight-member Chittagong Uni-
versity Liaison Commitiee re-
signed today. .

They are Prof Abdul Hakim,
Prof Shamsuddin, Prof Abul
Mansur and Prof Abu Zalar
Ahmed.

The CU autheorities formed
the liaison committee on
February 2 to help solve the cri-
sis of the university. -

The committee has been
given responsibility for holding
talks with the agitating student
bodies on reopening of the uni-
versily.

Shibir-led All-Party Student

Alliance (APSA) continued
their strike for the 14th day to-
day

APSA enforced strike for an
indefinite period on February 1
demanding removal of VC,
Proctor and Provosts of all
halls of the university, release
of 54 Shibir activists and arrest
of the killers of two Shibir ac-
tivists who were killed in a
gunfight with BCL on the cam-
pus on December 19.

Meanwhile, at least 200 gen-
eral students under the banner
of 'General Students Council
(GSC)' today laid a siege to the
Central Railway Building (CRB)
and submitted 2 memorandum
to the General Manager (GM) of
Bangladesh Railway (East) de-
manding immediate resump-
tion of the university shuttle
irain service.

They urged the aulhorities
concerned to resume shuttle
train service by February 15.
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to their joint rally (top)
procession after the rally.

BNP Chairperéon Pilialeda Zia
H M Ershad waiving from the dais at Paltan Maidan prior
and Khaleda leading a mass
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President urged again not
to assent to the Bill

Opposition holds joint rally 1n city

By Staff Correspondent

Chiefs of the four component
parties of the BNP-led opposi-
lion alliance have reiterated
their appeal to President Sha-
habuddin Ahmed not to assent
lo the "repressive and black”
Public Safety Bill.

They also demanded ol the
government to withdraw the
Bill, dissolve the Jatiya
Sangsad and hand over power
to a caretaker government im-
mediately,

Addressing a mammoth
joint public meeting from a
single dais at Paltan Maidan in
the city yesterday, BNP Chair-
person Khaleda Zia, Jatiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad,
Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer Golam
Azam and Islami Oikya Jote
chiel Azizul Haq also called
upon the people to join the on-
going one-point movement and
launch an all out agitation to
dislodge the Awami League gov-
ernment.

The four top leaders of the
alliance components for the
first time addressed a joint
public meeting and led a mass
procession after the meeting,

The alliance organised the
meeting to press its demand for
resignation ol the government
and cancellation of the contro-
versial Public Safety Bill.

Tens of thousands of people
and supporters of the four par-
ties attended the meeting,
lurning Paltan Maidan and its
adjoining areas into a human
sea, The meeting was peacelul
and discipline but police
[oiled the procession.

Addressing the meeting, BNP
Chairperson and Leader of the
Opposition In Parliament
Khaleda Zia saild President
Shahabuddin Ahmed is the
President of the country and its
people, and not of Awami
League.

"Our earnest request to you
(President) is that do not put
your signature on this black
and repressive Bill. You should
not assent to this Bill in any
case ... Please do not stigmatise
your hand by signing this black
Bill.You should not allow the
government to chain the na-
tion.”

Khaleda Zia said the gov-
ernment has passed this Bill
with the motive ol clinging to
power by repressing the people,
loiling the current movement
and [ulfilling the commitments
given Lo India earlier,

She said there are other mo-
lives also. These include resort-
g Lo repression on opposilion
activists, arresting opposition

See Page 12 Col 4

PM defends
passage of
the Bill

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday defended the
passage of the Public Safety Bill
saying it would protect human
rights, salety and security of the
commonman especially the ru-
ral people, reports BSS.

"Many laws were enacted in
the past but none had the pro-
vision to award punishment for
abusing the law. But PSA has
the provision to book anybody
lor abursln‘,_{ It and harassing cit-
izens,” she sald this while
talking to the leaders of Bogra
Press Club al her office.

The Prime Minister said the
rural ]Jtnpie will be benelited
immediately after the enforce-
ment of the law as six special
tribunals would be constituted
in the divisional headquarters
under the PSA which will grad-
uallic be extended to district
level.

The Prime Minister told
journalist leaders, "We did not
impose any restriction on [ree-
dom of the press and make tele-
phone calls at the dead of night
to suppress any truth, We be-
lieve in complete freedom of ex-
pression and gave the newspa-
pers lull liberty to express their
opinion freely."”

She said lﬁat since the jour-
nalist community was enjoying
total freedom it had responsi-
bility to uphold the truth prop-
erly and objectively.

See page 11 col 7
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Twelve-hour hartal

tomorrow, 36-hr

from Wednesday

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance has callctf a 48-hour
countrywide 'blockade hartal’ —
12-hour from 6 am tomorrow
(Tuesday) and 36-hour from 6
am on Wednesday — to protest
enactment of what it said
“black and repressive” Public
Safely Bill and attack on its
mass procession yesterday.

BNP chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia first called a 36-
hour ‘'blockade hartal' begin-
ning at 6 am Wednesday de-
manding withdrawal my the
Public Salety Bill.

But the leaders of the al-
liance called a 12-hour hartal
on Tuesday which will be fol-
lowed by a 36-hour hartal from
Wednesday at a press briefing
alter the joint mass procession
of the BNP, Jatiya Partly, Ja-
maat-e-Islami and Islaml
Oikya Jote simultaneously
came under "police and terror-
ists" altack.

BNP secretary generad Abdul

Mannan Bhuiyan in presence ol

secrelaries general of other
component parties of the al-
liance announced the hartal
programme

Earlier, announcing the 36-

hour ‘blockade hartal,” Khaleda
Zia saild everything will be
closed during the hartal. Rall,
launch, bus, truck and all kinds
of vehicles will not ply on the
roads and the rivers.

She urged the people to make
the hartal a success.

Khaleda Zia also asked the
police and civil administration
to behave neutrally and refrain
from pleasing the AL govern-
ment.

Later briefing newsmen at 29
Mintlo Road In the evening.
Mannan Bhuiyan said the gov-
ernment provoked the opposi-
tion to call hartal by taking
‘anti-people and anti-state”
steps, like signing of the Ganges
Waler Treaty, the CHT Accord
and enactment of the 'black”
Public Salety Bill.

Describing the attack on op-
position's mass procession, ﬁt‘
sald the Awami League terror-
ists under police protection
launched armed attack on BN-
P’'s procession from Karnaphuli
Garden City.

He said the terrorists opened
indiscriminate firing targeting
BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia.
But she narrowly escaped. He

See page 11 col 6
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Commentary

Calling it a Money Bill is abusing
the Constitution

Whether the President
should or should not sign the
Public Salety Bill or whether he
should scek advise [rom the
Supreme Court is not the subject
of our piece today. We do not
write about it because we think
that Justice Shahabuddin is not
only our President but also our
former Chief Justice with a
well known mind of his own.
While guiding this nation
through its first ever experi-
ment with a Caretaker govern-
ment he showed supreme dex-
terity in leading the nation
through a set of extremely
complex Constitutional and le-
gal challenges. We are confident
that in handling the present
bill he will not only take into
consideration the letter but also
the underlying spirit of the
Conslitution.

Today we want to concen-
trate on the issue of why the

By Mahfuz Anam

government has classified the
Public salety Bill as a MONEY
BILL. It is our considered opin-
ion, and we intend to prove so
below. that under no circum-
stances can the Public Salety
Bill be termed as a Money Bill
and by doing so the government
has only revealed the duplicity,
the deceit and the trickery in
which it is indulging and the
fraud and prestidigitation it is
subjecting the nation to.

To introduce our argument
we reproduce below the relevant
article of the Constitution for a
betler understanding of the is-
sue at hand.

Money Bills.

Article 81(1) In this part
"Money Bills" means a Bill con-
taining only provisions dealing
with all or any of the following
matters-

imposing, regulation, al-
teration, remission or repeal

of any tax;

the borrowing of money
or the giving of any guaran
lee by the government, or the
amendment of any law relal
ing to the financial obliga
tions of the government:; the
custody of the consolidated
Fund, payment of money
into, or the issue or appro-

priation of moneys f{rom,
that Fund;
imposition of charge

upon Lthe Consolidated Fund
or the alteration or aboli-
tion ol any such charge;
the receipt of moneys on
account of the Consolidated
Fund or the Public Account
of the republic, or the cus-
tody or issue of such moneys,
or the audit of the accounts
ol the government;
any subordinate matler
incidental to any of the
See page |1 col 7

| the pre-aawr

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Finance Min-
istry blasted the finance minis-
ter alter its meeting yesterday
for comments he made in a let-
ter thal challenged its ][uﬁsdic-
tion over bank loan delaulters.

The committee stated in a
press release that S.A.M.S. Kib-
ria’s letter tarnished its image
and was an "act of negligence to
parliamentary democracy, es-
pecially to committee manage-
ment.”

MP All Ashraf, chairman of
the standing committee, said
the lettéer was an "an undesired
interference” into the commit-
lee's affairs.

Kibria was Invited to attend
the meeting but could not due to
prior engagements.

Meanwhile, the prime min-
iIster has been informed about
the problem and a report on Fa-
zlur Rahman, the central figure
in the debate, has been sent Lo
her office.

The conflict began after a

JS body on ibria’s remark
‘Undesired interference’

By M Shamsur Rahman

commitlee meeting on January
23 that discussed the case Fa-
zlur Rahman, one of the coun-
try’s leading loan defaulters.
Rahman wanted to know why
Sonali Bank wouldn't give him
more loans.

The committee suggested
that Sonali should implement
its earlier proposal and ask the
central bank to reconsider its
decision to refuse the loan ap-
plication, which would be tan-
tamount to breaking the coun-
try’s banking laws,

Kibria consulted with the at-
torney general and wrote to the
committee on February 6. He
reminded the committee it
didn’t have the right to hear ap-
plications submitted by bank-
ing clients,

However, the commiltee re-
iterated yesterday that the
Rahman Group made the re-
gmrtd down-payment at the

onall Bank’s behest, but the
central bank delayed the case

'See Page 12Col 7
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Violence in city

50 hurt, dozens
of vehicles
damaged

By Special Correspondent

Al least 50 people were In-
three vehicles torched
and dozens of other vehicles
were damaged during clashes
between police and opposition
supporters in the city yesterday
evening.

The clashes took place when
the ‘mass procession’ of the
BNP-led four-party alliance
Jollowing the joint public
meeéting at Paltan Maidan, was
marching through kakrail-
Shantinagar area.lts tail sec-
tion was still near the Zero
Poinl.

The alliance blamed police
for triggering the clashes in a
pre-planned manner with De-
tective Branch plainclothes
men taking the lead in folling
the massive demonstration.

Police denied the charges
and accused BNP supporters of
hurling stones at a shopping
complex In the area, owned by

See page 11 col 4

BNP activists damaging a police van at Kakrail crossing in the city.
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Sylhet: First
day of hartal

passes off
peacefully

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET., Feb 13: The first
day of five-day hartal in Sylhet
passed off peacefully today.

The All-Party (Opposition)
Action Committee enforced the
hartal to press for immediate
wilhdrawal of names of differ-
ent halls and buildings of
Shahjalal University of Science
and Technology.

The other demands of the
action committee include, re-
naming of the halls and build-
ings alter the companions
[saints) of Hajrat Shahjalal
[RA). trial of the killers of the
Shibir acuvists who was shot
dead in BDR [iring during agl-
tation on December 25, removal
of VC Habibur Rahman and Dr
Jafar Igbal and withdrawal of
the cases filed against the op-
posillon activists.

Vehicles, including the rick-
shaws were off the streets while
inter-district bus service re-
mained suspended during the
hartal.

The trains, including the in-
ter-city ones ran behind the
schedule and Biman flights
were operated with fewer num-
ber of domestic passencers.

All business establ shments
institutions
were closed. Altendance in gov-

See page 11 col 7

Sumon murder
Complaint case
to be filed with

CMM's court today

By Staff Correspondent

A complaint case in connec-
tion with the killing of Ahmed
Hossain Sumon will be filed
with the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate today,
family sources said yesterday.

Sumon was sholt dead al-
legedly by the DB men. The 24
police personnel involved in
| raid at Sumon’'s
residence at Karimullah Bagh
will be charged with the mur-
der, family members added.

The complaint case will be
liled today in presence of Abdur
Rezzak Khan, president of the
Dhaka Bar Council and lawyer
for the victimn's family told The
Daily Star last night

Earlier, the Shyampur police
reflused to register the FIR by
victim's :Lmnl_*; in connection
with the Killing on grounds that
the DB had already filed a case
in this regard. ]

The OC of Shyampur Police
Station. when contacted, said
none was arresied in connec-
tion with the killing yet. The
family also blamed involve-
ment of some local influential
persons

The DB men accompanied by
masked local miscreants,
raided Sumon's residence at
Karimullah Bagh at 3:30 am on
Wednesday, the family mem-
bers alleged

Sumon. 23. his elder bro-
ther. Shamim Hossain. and
niece Tuli. 10. were chot auring

the DB raid
Blast at BNP office
Victim's body
handed over
to Anjuman

Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) authorities yes-
terday handed over the body of
the victim whe died in a bomb
explosion in BNP's central of-
fice to the An{'nm;uw Malidul
Islam for burial, reports BSS.
The DMCH authorities kept
the body for proper identifica-
tion of the victimm who was ini-
tially identified by police as
Ismail Babu. Police later identi-
fied him as Failda Babu., a resi-
dent of Moghbazar wireless
colony slum but none of his rel-
atives came to identify him till
yesterday noon.

"~ The ill-lated young man was
buried at Azimpur graveyard in

the alternoon.

Dhaka’s residential arecas
are being swamped by busi-
nesses, making it difficult for
coinmercial developers who fol-
low the city’s zoning guldelines
fo attract tenants,

“About 50 per cent of our
| modern offices could not be
rented, despite repeated adver-
tisements in the national

newspapers,” sald an official
with a top developer In Pan-
thopath.

‘he Dhaka Master Plan
permits mixed commercial and
residential zones. However, the
absence of any government
policy or guidelines
changed the character of resi-
dential areas and resulted in
huge losses for commercial de-

has
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By Morshed Ali Khan

Developers, town planners
and architects sald businesses
started Lo violate the city's zon-
Ing regulations during the eco-
nomic boom In the 1980s. A
at-arritr of office space in com-
mercial areas forced businesses
to move into the residential ar-
€as.

The rapld growth of the gar-
ment industry also swamped
residential areas. A town plan-
ner sald the government should
have designated the 600 acre
Tejgaon Industrial Area for
garment [actories when it con-
verted It Into a commercial area
last year,

Pcu])lc with offices In resi-
dential areas sald high rent,
traffic jams an:lqg!arkinf short-
ages were big problems in areas

TR, e R L

Residential areas in city
swamped by businesses

Commercial developers bear the brunt

designated lor commercial use,

"You will ind a lot of
‘buying houses’ in Dhanmondi,
Gulshan, Bananl and Uttara,”
sald a businessman from Gul-
shan, “They are entertaining
foreign buyers who want (o be
away [rom hustle and bustle of
commerclal areas.”

Badrul Huda, an architect
and developer, sald the office
space and commercial blocks
available on Panthopath Road
alone would be sullicient to
house all the businesses cur-
rently located in Dhanmondi.

“In the last ten years devel-
opers have built so many oflice
hulldingg in the city thal there
should be no reason why resi-
dential areas should be bur-

See page 11 col 4
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called businessman Syed

Noor-e-Alam tells special court

Shikdar ordered killing
of Khalid Hossain

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Feb 13: Noor-e-
Alam, Chlief hmlyfzunrd of Er-
shad Shikdar told a special
court today that Jubo League
leader Khalld Hossaln was
murdered at the instruction of
Shikder.

"l am one of the eye wilnesses
bul not a participant,” he was
quoted as telling the court as
government approver.

Khalld was murdered by
Shikdar and his men at Skid
Ghat on the night of May 16 last
year, he disclosed.

Earlier in the morning, 18
oul ol 28 accused In the Khalid
murder case were produced In
the special court, Ten accused
are still absconding.

Noor-e-Alam sald in his de-
position that Ershad Shikdar
Monlir

Hossain at the Skid Ghat over
(elephone to resolve a dispule
over lease of Jailkhana fer-
ryghat. Syed Monir went to the
Skid Ghat in his private car
nlong with six others, while
four more accompanied him In
two motor bikes.

Noor-e-Alam sald Shikdar
ordered his armed cadres lo
finish' Syed Monir and all his
associates. In the armed attack
Shikdar himsell was directly
involved. Khalid later suc-
cumbed to his injuries in the
General Hospital, while several
others including Syed Monir
were serfously injured, he said,

"Each and every limb of
Khalid's body was crushed by
hitting with hammer by Shik-
dar himsell,” he sald.

See page 11 col 7

Address

Che Daily Star
19, Karwan Bazar
(2nd & 3rd floors)
Dhaka-1215
$124944, 8124955,
8124966

8125155




