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‘WHiZZ KID

(Former Pakistan cricket
captain)

“] want to concentrate on the

world record of most wickets in

ns'{‘daﬁﬁt.bo t Kapil Dev’
abou “

mark after quitting captaincy.
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CHITTAGONG,
Feb 12: Federa-
tion Cup champi-
ons Abahani Kri-
ra Chakra began
their Nitol-Tata
Football League

National
campaign in style, thrashing

Netrokona ohammedan
Sporting Club 4-1
Grou opener at the MA
Aziz gtadlum yesterday.

In an enlertaining en-
counter, forwards Rokonuzza-
man Kanchan, Shahajuddin
Tipu, Kennedy and midlielder
Arman Mia scored one goal
each for the popular Dhan-
mondi outfit while striker Sai-
ful Islam pulled one back for
Netrokona. The winners led the
first half 3-0.

Abahani, who looked more
balanced dide than that of the
Premier League last dycar. dom-
inated the proceedings right
from the word go with a forma-
tion of 4-3-3. Abahani hardly
gave their unheralded oppo-
nents any time to settle in as
they took a swilt 2-0 lead even
the match could be seven min-
utes old.

in their

Kanchan, who played the
Premier League for Farashgang
Sporting Club, put Abahani

ahead in the very fourth minute
capitalising on a defence error.
Midfielder Igbal Hossain initi-
ated the move with a cross from

From Hasan Masood

er area. Neither goalkeeper Du-
al Hossain Dhanu ner central
defender Kamal followed the
ball that dropped in front of an
unmarked Kanchan, who then
placed it neatly into the net
with a header (1-0).

Tipu gave the finishing
touch of a brilliant right side
attack to double the margin
three minutes later. The sEecdy
forward, who donned Rahmat-
ganj Muslim Friend’'s Society
{;:‘racy last year, side-looted the

all into the near post alter be-
ing nicely fed by Kanchan.

Mercurial midfielder Arman
lived to his old self, playing
magnificently throughout the
proceedings today. He sealed olf
the first half with a sudden 30-
yard angular shot from the left
lank that swerved onto the far
corner of the net with Dhanu al
a loss,

Alter the breather, Abahani
kept the tempo on and scored
their fourth goal in the 57th
minute with Ghanaian forward
Kennedy sending home a right
side Tito cross.

Alter conceding the fourth
goal, Netrokona Mohammedan
showed signs ol composure and
went on to rock the Abahani
fort with a series of offensives.
Abahani defence wall finally
gave in in the 67th minute.

- Netrokona florward Sailul,
who was denied by Abahani

cuslodian Aminul a minute be-
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Flying start for Abahani

fore, overcame an offside trap
while recelving: a Shuvro
through and then made no
mistake in sending the ball
over the onrushing goalkeeper.

In the remaining time Aba-
hani got two easy opportunities
to make the victory even bigger
but it was experienced mid-
fielder Zakir Hossain who
spoiled both the chances with
his poor finishing,

It was the last of the first
four matches of the inaugural
National League held in Chit-
tagong. The next four [irst
rbund encounters will be played
at the Khulna Stadium. The
League is likely to resuine either
on February 25 or 26. said
Bangladesh Football Federa-
tlonénint—serrclar}' Sirajul Is-
lam Bachchu tmla(Lx.

Yellow cards: Charles Ghan-
sha and Igbal Hossain
(Abahani)

TEAMS

Abahani: Aminul, Partho,
Tito, Ghansha. Kingshuk
(Fattai), Igbal, Arman (Sentu),
Zakir, Tipu (Mintu), Kennedy
and Kanchan.

Netrokona Mohammedan

SC: Dhanu, Govinda, Kamal,
Chotton, Din Mohammad,
Jalal. Shuvro, Reazuddin,

Monir (Roman), Masud Khan

Johny (Rinku) and Saiful.
Man-of-the-match: Arman

Mia (Abahani Limited)
Referee: Marul Hossain.
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Ctg to host
charity match

for Munna

From Sports Reporter

CHITTAGONG. Feb 12: Aba-
hani Krira Chakra of Dhaka
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MUNNA
malch against Mohammedan
Sporting Club of Chittagong at
the MA Aziz Stadium here on
February 19 to raise funds for
alling former national captain
Monem Munna.

The Chittagong Football Kh-
eloar Samity and the Chit-
tagong Zilla Krira Sangstha
have jointly orgainsed the
match to extend their helping
hands to Munna, who is now re-
celving treatment in Bangalore
for his damaged kidneys.

Former national footballers
Ashfaruddin Chunnu and FI
Kamal formally announced it
in the evening,

Without mentioning names,
they sald that some stars of
yesteryears would play for both
teams. The match is scheduled
o start at 5 pm.

Two Dhaka glants Abahani
and Mohammedan will feature
i the first charity match for

Munna at the Bangabandhu

ll'igl.loml Stadium on February

Air Force v'ball

TANGAIL, Feb 12: The an-
nual inter-base volleyball
champlonship of the Air Force
got underway at the Paharkan-
chanpur Base today. reports

Cémpetition-l26 : the left side that fell inside dan-
v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to Tl Duily Star
Win attractive prizes
closes at 8 p.a |
F 2000 and draw
afterwards
1 | Howmany centuriesdid Tendulkar
i score in the Tests series againSt Khelaghar Samaj
Australia recently? : Kalyan Sangha
One Two Three suffered their
—4 second successive
2 | Who won the last ever European I| defeat in the First
Cup Winners' Cup soccer? B Division (ti)ncléil
. League at the Bangabandhu
Lo Barcelona |Man United National Stadium yesterday.
3| Who was named player of thej | Following their stunning de-
cricket World Cup? feat at the hands of Eskaton
s SW Dravid Sabuj Sangha in the previous
o augh match, the Damal Smriti
4| Where did Maurice Greene break champions succumbed to yet
| the 100m warld record? another loss agaigst ]Dhan~
' mondi when their three lower-
 Altue el |, Tikucko | | order batsmen ran themselves
5| Who kfted the National Cricket put in terrible mix-ups.
; o 3 . were cruising
comfo with 170 for six in
41.4

in reply to a fightin
Dhanmondi tn?a)lr of 209 fogr
t‘thl in the stipulated 50 overs
when Pakistanl Sagir Abbas
sparked a spectacular collapse
by disinissing Nadeem for 48
Islam, with an unbeaten 27.
tried Lo keep things under con-
trol, but the support at the other
end was not available as the
lower-order committed hara-
kiri one after another while
chasing non-existing runs. Khe-
laghar eventually ended up with
199 all out with 15 in 47.3

Feb 12 (AFP/In-
ternet): The final
of the Standard

Bank limited-
L__-.__J overs triangular
series between South Africa and
England has been delayed until
Sunday because of heavy rain,
the United Cricket Board of
South Africa announced
Friday.

Heavy rains in the past
week., which have caused
(looding in many parts of South
Alrica. including Johannes-
burg, have played havoc with
the outfield at Wanderers,
‘where the final was to have
been played on Saturday.

Both captains agreed to the
change after it became clear
that the chances of any play get-
ting under way on Saturﬁay
were extremely slim.

“I think it would save a lot of
people from a lot of hassles. ”
sald South African captain
Hansie Cronje.

His England counterpart,
Nasser Hussain, agreed that it

\ JOHANNESBURG.
i

all” if the game were delayed.
The tourists have also con-
sented to dcla'y their departure
o Zimbabwe
their tour, allowing an extra
day Monday for play should the
weather not have cleared by
Sunday. '

*'LMSSvUtmasc

would be “in the best interests of

or the next leg of

har fall apart

Sports Reporter

overs.
Earlier. the Dhanmondi to-

BRIEF SCORE

Dhanmondi Club v Khe-
laghar SKS

Venue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium
Dhanmondi: 209 for 8 wick-
ets in 50 overs (Sagir 67 not
out, Shelu 42, Dickens 33;
Rana Jr. 5/31)

Khelaghar SKS: 199 all out
in 47.3 overs (Nadim 48,
Rana Jr. 25, Islam not out

27)
Result: Dhanmondi won by |
107asT i

Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket
Stadium

Eskaton: 236 for 6 wickels
in 50 overs (Tushar 69,
Sajidd3. Shahidul 38,
Khokon 21 not out; Sandip
2/47)

Utiara SC: 210 for 9 wickels |
|in 50 overs (Mahfuz 31, Sajal
28; Taposh 3/38, Khokon
2/24, Sajid 2/38)

Result: Eskaton won by 26
runs.

‘We really appreciate Eng-
land's willingness to help out.”
said UCBSA managing director
Ali Bacher.

He thanked South African
Airways for agreeing to take the
England squad to the Zimbabwe
city of Bulawayo on a special
charter flight on Monday night.

‘It wasn't just a case ol get-
ting the England squad to Bul-
awayo but also the entire Sky
TV crew and the English media."

Bacher said a factor which
had been taken into account
was that the match has been
entirely sold out.

‘And we don't want to pre-
sent our fans and millions of
TV viewers with a hall-baked
contest, where players are slip
ping and sliding all over the
place.”

Meanwhile, South Africa's
formidable batting power is
what England must overcome
as Hussain's men bid to pull of]
viclory in Sunday's final.

With Shaun Pollock emerg-
ing al number 10, no captain
can [eel safe in believing when
the hosts are actually beaten in
cither one-day or Test cricket.

Pollock could rightfully bat
al seven In Hussain's set-up,
and he siruck the
boundaries In East London --

England's only ap

wash-out whic

winning

earance in
the last fortnight, following the
worked in their

tal was built around 67 I[rom
Sagir, who smote a couple of
sixes in his breezy 69-ball
knock. The Pakistani also took
iwo wickets for 51 runs to com
plete a good all-round perior
mance that upstaged the show
of Rana Jr. The young prospect
of Khelaghar took five wickets
for 31 runs in his 10 economi
cal over and scored 25.

With this defeat Khelaghar
‘are almost destined (o lose their

position at the top of the League
table

In the other match of the day
at the Dhanmondi Cricket Sta-
dium. Eskaton Sabu)] Sangha
recorded a comprehensive 26-
run win over Uttara Sporting
Club.

Batting first, Eskaton piled
up a commanding 236 for six in
the allotted 50 overs with one-
down Tushar noltching 69 off 98
balls and opener Sajid scoring a
fine 53.

Uttara, in their chase, could
nanage 210 for iiine betore ex
hausting their share of 50
overs. Taposh, who bowled a
tight line and length, finished
with three for 38 in his nine
overs.

Final délayedby adéy

favour against Zimbabwe on
Wednesday and carried them
through to the final on run-
rate.

Hussain said: "South Africa
have got that bonus in their sys-
temm where they've got a lot of
all-rounders. You know when
they are chasing the game's
never over,

“When you've got four or five
key wickets you, as captain, can
say if it's going up to six. seven
an over that we've got a chance.

‘With South Africa you can
keep saying we've got a certain
batsman out and it's up to six an
over, you start thinking we
don't want to get him out be-
cause Lance Klusener's coming
In next.

"At East London they won
the toss and decided to chase.
They know that batting first
they find it difficult to set a
score, Because (hey've got so
many batsman, they tend to
leave it to each other a bit.
Whereas chasing, with Pollock
coming in at ten, they know
pretty well they'll get there.

"In English cricket the bat-
ters don't tend to bowl too much
and the bowlers don't tend to
bat too much. I believe with the
wicket at the Wanderers likely
o be doing a bit, you are going

See page 14
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Men's winner of the American Millennium Cup golf tournament Tanveer
receives his trophy from Chief of Army Staff and president of Kurmitola Golf Club Lt, Gen.
M Mustafizur Rahman while US Ambassador John C. Holzman (L) looks on during the
prize-distribution ceremony at the Sonargaon Hotel last e
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Asia Cup starts
from May 28

Sports Reporter
The seventh Asia Cup will
begin in Dhaka [rom May 28
with hosts Bangladesh taking
on Sri Lanka in the opening
match of the four-nation meet
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium.
Syed Ashraful Haq, the gen-
eral secretary of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB), disclosed
this while talking to a host of
Jjournalists yesterday.
Ashraful, who returned from
Singapore on Thursday, was
discussinﬁ the prospect of
Bangladesh's getting the Test
status in the June 1CC meeting
at Lord's.
“This Is the revised fixture of
the Asia Cup and there will be
no further change of dates”,
said Ashraful confirming that
Pakistan would arrive in the
capital alter the start of the
tournament. Pakistan will fly
in Dhaka straight from West
Indies, where they will play In
Test and one-day series.
The meet, which also in
cluded India, has been deferred
on a number of occasions by the
Asian Cricket Council (ACC)
due to the non-availability of
all the three Aslan giants to-
gether at the same time. The
tournament will be a day-night

allair.

FIXTURE
Day Match
Mﬂy 28 Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka
May 29 Bangladesh vs India
May 31 India vs Sri Lanka
June | Pakistan vs Sri Lanka

June 2 Pakistan vs Bangladesh

June 4 Pakistan vs India
June 6 Final
June 7 (Rain-reserve day)

Zia draws with
top-rated GM

Sports Reporter

International Master Ziaur
Rahman extended his unbeaten
record to six when he drew with
world runner-up Grand Masler
Vladimir Akopian of Armenia
in the sixth round of the 11th
Goodricke International Open
Chess Tournament in Calcutta

yesterday.
Playing with white pieces,
the talented Biman player

adopted the Catalan Opening
and forced the highest rated
player in the meet to settle for a
draw only alter 12 moves. The
creditable draw left Zia with 4
poirtts and ‘ar the third position
with: another nine players. In
seaich of his second Grand
Master norm, Zia needed at
least another three points from
the remaining live games to
achieve the feat. It was Zia's
fourth draw against two wins,
all against GMs.

Another International Mas.i-
1le«
Raktim Bandopadhaya ol India
yesterday. It was his third win
against as many defeats.

Reefat played with black
pieces and adopted the familiar
Sicilian Defence against Dale
ALl IIM10 VALnauorn 4Olid
won alter 30 moves.

In the 7th round games Zia
will play against Chinese Grand
Master Peng Xiaomin and
Reefat against Indian Gurpreet
Pal Singh.

Malek lifts
American
Cup golf

Sports Reporter
Tanveer Malek of
Bangladesh and Mrs Jin Sook
Yoon became men's and ladies’
champions respectively in the
American Millennium Cup goll
tournament that concluded at
the Kurmitola Goll Club yester-
day.

Malek foins an elite club
the sixth Bangladeshi winner ol
the prestigious event

Manzur Murshed took home
the senior title and Faiaz Man-
nan bagged the junior crown

A prize-giving ceremony
took place at a city hotel late:
in the cevening.

Chiefl of Army and president
of the club Lt Gen M Mustalizur
Rahman gave away the tro
phies. US ambassador tlo
Bangladesh John C. Holzman
was present as the special guest.

The two-day prestigious
event saw nearly 300 gollers
tackle the 18-hole course

OTHER WINNERS

Best Gross: Shawakat uz-
Zaman;

Up: Ralyan Islam; Ladies’ Run-

Runner- Up: Capt Rahmat All:
Junior Runner-Up: Farhan
Abedin: Men's Front Nine: Air
Cdre Fakhrul Azam; Ladies’
Front Nine: Eloni Zulkifly;
Men's Back Nine: G N I'drl?(;
Ladies' Back Nine: S. L. Lee;
Most Birdies/Eagle: Hissam
Ahmed; Nearest to Pin (Day 1):

to Pin (Day 2): Anuar Kasman;
Longest Drive (Day 1): Robert
Jenkins, Longest Drive (Day 2):
Frans Van Hoorn; Ladies'
Longest Drive: Terry Alexander.

NBL v'ball

respective matches in the Na-
tional Bank Premier Division

ports UNB.
Bangladesh Police beat
Sonali Bank Club by 3-1 sets (n

Development Board earned a

Wari Club.

In the day's First Division
maltch, East End Club earned
[ull points beating Jiban Bima

ar Sport

orts @hdonline.com

1

Scene from the 26th National Chess Championship qualifiers at the NSC yesterday.

—Star photo
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Cautious Lanka v new-look Pakistan

First one-dayer today

]
Fonish

Second Best Gross:
Sadiq Quddus; Men's Runner-

ner-Up: Jung Sook Jung; Senlor

Brig Abdullah Hassan; Nearest

Bangladesh Police and Water
Development Board won their

Volleyball League yesterday, re-

a natl-biting match while Walter

comliortable 3.0 victory over

KARACHI, Feb 12
(Reuters/AFP): Sri
Lanka will at-
tempt to extend a
six-match un-
beaten run when
they facea new-
look Pakistan in the first one-
day inlernational of a three-
maltch series at the National
Sladium on Sunday.

ori Lanka defeated Australia
by eight wickets in the final of a
triangular series in Colombo in
August and then made a clean
sweep ol a five-match series
against Zimbabwe later in the
Vear.

Pakistan, meanwhile, {s un-
dergoing a major shake-up,
with live players dropped in the
wake of a disastrous tour of
Australia.

SAEED ANWAR

Wasim Akram has stepped
down as captain to concentrate
more on playing and en domes-

' ormunitments

Fast bowler Wagar Younis
was dropped and Shoaib
Akhtar is under a one-match
ban imposed by the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) for break
ing team rules on the Aus-
tralian tour.

This is the start of a re
bullding process. It can be de
pressing in terms of results, but
if we have to look at the future
we will have to inject fresh
blood and give them confidence

sald new captain Saeed An-
war, who has scored 7,001 runs
in 197 one-day internationals.

P T S

Sri Lankan captain Sanath
Jayasuriya, who replaced Ar-
{l'.'ma Ranatunga after last year's

‘orld Cup, said it would be
tough playing in Pakistan

"We will have to play out of
our skins to beat them in their
den,” he said.

“We are sure we can pull off a
win and capitalise on Pak-
istan’s low morale after Aus
tralia’s tour,” Sri Lankan coach
Dav Whatmore, however, said
after his team's practice at the
National Stadium.

Both teams had workouls

"We have a young team
whose recent one-day showings
are great. Although we lost to
Pakistan in Sharjah last vear
but we have gelled together verv
well then,” Whatmore
said

Oll-spinner Mutiah Mu-
ralitharan had a stomach upse!
due to low quality mineral wa
ter but was cleared to play in the
match after a checkup

Anwar said this time Pak
iIstan adopted a policy of differ
ent teams for Tests and one
dayers

‘When Australians adopted
this poliey they were criticised
but they proved it is effectiv
We too should follow suit,” he
said

Pakistan is likely to indiict
three new players in the lin
with two of 1:e i ¢ batsmien
imran Abbpas, Faisal Igqbal and
Younis Khan making interna
tional debuls

Igbal, 18, is a nephew of
lormer Pakistan captain Javed
Miandad

The teams will be announced
after the captain$ have a look at
the wicket on Sunday morning

[t looks a good one-day

slnce

lrack,  sald Anwai

Ne haven't decided the
lineup, but with five uncapped
players in a squad of 15, there
will be at least a couple who will

be making their debuts,” he
said.
Former Pakistan opener

Sadiq Mohammad will make
his debut as an international
umpire

The teams have met in
one-day internationals with
Pakistan winning 49 and Sri
Lanka 24

The teams will also play
three Tests. On their last tour ol

O

Notts

T LONDON. Feb 12:

Batsmen up and
down the country
may have gained a
| stay of execution
—  with the news that
Shoaib Akhtar's position with
Nottinghamshire remains In
limbo

Shoaib, arguably the world's
fastest bowler, had agreed (o a
deal at Trent Bridge, only for a
'‘ban’ from Test cricket and his
commitments with Pakistan to
diminish his chances ol com-
pleting the move.

Nottinghamshire are still
uncertain whether the 24-year-
old will join them despite his
reprieve [rom worlcd cricket
chiels over his controversial
action.

The climb-down by the In-
ternational Cricket Council
seemed to have improved his
chances of a move to Notts.

But Pakistan are set to par-
ticipate In a one-day tourna-
ment in Bangladesh from May
27-June 4, immedialely alter
their tour to the West Indies
which ends on May 23.

Saced Anwar's side also host
Sri Lanka in a Test series be-
tween June 5 and July 16 and
are involved in a one-day series
in Canada in September.

[f the paceman was o be se-
lected for each of those series il
would leave him available for a

h i e ——

maximum of five Countly
Cham lﬂnﬁhi? games
“If Shoalb has been cleared

and we have received no oflicial
notification from the 1CC Lo say
that he has - then we are very
pleased for him. But that's only
50 per cent of the problem
solved,” sald Nottunghamsiire's
assistant cricket manager Mick
Newell.

"“The other part still remains
- and that is exactly how much
cricket he will he avallahle to
play for Nottinghamshire this
season?

"As far as his availability Is

still in

concerned we are still working
towards the agreed deadline ol
February 20 for settling that
matter.

Shoaib remains the countys
first choice as overseas player
for 2000 although [ormer
Notts player, Kiwi Chris Caims
has been approached as a re-

lacement - and the Pakistani
1as asked his country's board o
excuse him from the Sri

Lankan tour and Bangladesh
series.

Shoaib said: "I look forward
to playing in England and take
this as a challenge. I will talk to

the board officials to give me a
break from Pakistan s assign-
ments in Dhaka and Sri Lanka
so | can play a full seasen.”

As it stands, the Rawalpindi

ress' I1s uncertain of playing
in the first Test with 4 Lark
in his home city on February
26.

.

layi
Technically his suspect ac- gﬂ' of

Pakistan in 1:)95-90, Sri Lanka
came back alter losing the first
Test to win the series 2-1

Organisers said the maich is
a complete sell-out for Lhe
30,000 capacity stadium

Tight security measures
have been taken for the match
in the wake of recent bomb
blasts in the city

"Beware of terrorists and
unclaimed luggage,” warned
banners put up outside the
ground. Spectators will not be
allowed to take anything inside.

TEAMS

PAKISTAN (from): Saeed
Anwar (captain), Aamir Sohafl

Imran Abbas. Yo_unis ™
Faisal

Yousuf Youhana., Moin |
Wasim Akram, Yasir Arfat. Za

SANATH JAYASURIYA

hid Saeed. Shahid Nazir. Abdur
Razzak, Saglain Mus’'taq and
Shoaib Malik

SREI LANEA (1

w B W | 1% €4 1l-l )

Javawarden Russel Arnold
7\1-.:”"'..". ,"'ltlp}.it:'d. Indika dt*
Saram. Tillekeratne Dilshan,
Indika Gallage Romesh
Kaluwitharana, Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, Muthumudalige
Pushpakumara, Ravindra Pu-
shpakumara, ( hamara Silva
Chaminda Vaas Pramodya
Wickremasinghe 1d Nuwan
Zovysa

Umpires: Sadig Mohammad
nd Salim Badar

ICC Match Referee: Brian
Hastings (New Zealand).

limbo

tion is still under gquestion even
though the ICC announced its
advisory panel will no longer
have th: power to suspend
bowlers on grounds of ‘throw-
ing’ in view of the legal ramifi-
cations

The ban imposed on Decem-
ber 30 was to prevent him {rom
featuring in Test matches - al-
lowing him to play in one-day
internationals.

“ am overjoyed. | was
banned wrongly but 1 am
thankful to the Almighty and
will get my sleep back,” he said

"l have lost myv slecp. al-
though from inside | was con-
vinced that I would play in Test
cricket again

| knew | would be back to
thrill the crowds the world
over. | play for my country and
to entertain the crowds.

Turner leaves
Dhaka today

Sports Reporter
Ross Turner. the develop-
ment manager of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council {(1CC),
leaves the capiial today atter
having an elaborate disCuSsion
with #dei‘.r Barlow over spe
cialised coaching. programine
during his three-day Visit O
Bangladesh.
Former Pakistan Te¢ot
Nasimul Ghanl ais

th
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player. Ghani helds the posis

tion of the 1CC Deveiopment of-
ficer in Asta He, asa dewnber of
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